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Purpose  
The study is designed to better understand seed diffusion and sharing behaviours between men and women in banana seed systems in the selected communities. This would help inform decisions for better targeting of interventions.
Objectives include:
1. To identify constraints and opportunities for men and women farmers in seed diffusion in the communities and understand seed sharing behaviours/dynamics among producers in the selected communities.
2. To assess seed tracing among men and women farmers in the communities.
3. To understand social and gender roles and practices of men and women in the banana seed systems influencing seed diffusion patterns in the communities. 

Your participation today is voluntary.  You are free not to answer any question, or to withdraw from participation in the interview at any time.  However, we very much hope you will help with this information as your knowledge and views are very important. All information obtained is confidential.

Time Allocation: 1 hour
Guiding questions
	Major themes
	Questions 

	Seed systems and seed sharing between men and women farmers in the community. 
	· Where do you get your planting materials? Give reasons
· What factors do you consider when choosing banana suckers to plant? Why?
· Who are those responsible for sourcing for banana planting materials in this community? Why?
· Are there restrictions for men and or women from obtaining the suckers? Why? If yes, what are they and who instituted the restrictions? Probe
· Who decides on what type of banana variety to plant in the household? Probes-And on which field? For what purpose?
· What activities are carried out by men and women in the banana seed systems value chain? Why? (seasonal calendar)
· How is income from the sale of banana suckers shared in the household? Who decides and what is it used for? probe

	
Preferred traits by women and men (improved varieties)
	· Where do you obtain the improved varieties? Give reasons
· For how long have you been using them? 
· Are there any specific traits that you prefer? What are they? Why particular traits? (Venn diagram)
· Do men and women prefer particular traits? Why
· Are the new varieties planted on new fields or old fields? Why?
· How are the new varieties compared to the local varieties?
· What would you say about the future of the new varieties?
· Has the introduction of new varieties /new management practices changed the activities of men and women in the banana value chain? If yes, what activities? probe
· How do you compare the local and new varieties? (probe for preference/why begin to adopt the new varieties)
· Has the introduction of the new varieties/training changed the way you manage your farms? How? Why?
· Has the new practices introduced perpetuated gender inequalities or created opportunities for gender equity.

	Opportunities for the introduction of new varieties for men and women in selected communities.
	· What are the opportunities that the new varieties brought in relation to the well-being of women, men, boys and girls?
· Is there a positive livelihood change for these groups now? How? Eg. Employment etc
· Are some groups favoured over the others? If yes, in what ways?

	Challenges affecting women and men in banana seed systems
	· What are the challenges you encounter in the banana seed systems?
· Who is mainly affected by the challenge i.e. Women, men seed producers. Why (probe what challenges affect women and men most) (Problem tree)
· What are the conditions for disparity between men and women and factor(s) causing the condition (why)?

	Strategies – what can work better for women and men vis a vis the stated challenges by gender groups
	· What do you think can be done better to address the challenges stated?
·  Is there anything already being done on the suggested strategies?
· Who is likely to benefit from the proposed strategy - men or women? Why?





Thank you
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