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����������
�������

Citation: Oravec, M.; Lipovský, P.;

Šmelko, M.; Adamčík, P.; Witoś, M.;
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Abstract: The magnetic field created by technical devices is a source of information. This information
could be used in contactless diagnostics and predictive maintenance or for resolving problems along
with standard NDT (nondestructive testing) methods, especially if we consider large, slow-speed
devices, such as electromotors, transmissions, or generators. Identification of causalities of device
failure processes with near magnetic field is one of the suitable NDT methods improving sustainability
of systems. The measurements presented in the article were performed with the VEMA 04 fluxgate
vector magnetometer with the DC-250 Hz bandwidth and 2 nT sensitivity. Postprocessing of the
results was performed in the means of standard methods of discrete Fourier Transform, spectrogram
creation and Wavelet Transform. The article presents data gathered during the measurement of a
pair of extraction fans with power of 140 kW each and maximum revolutions up to 740 rev/min
controlled by frequency converters and a single semi-Kaplan water power plant with 400 kW peak
power at 1005 rev/min maximum generator speed. The measurements were performed before and
after repairs of one of the ventilators in the ventilation system at 60% and 100% of maximal output
power. The rotating magnetic fields of the fan electromotor stator, fan rotor revolutions, rotor slip
frequency and ball-bearing frequencies were identified in frequency spectrums in the distance of
700 mm from fan electromotor axis in both cases. During the measurements on the semi-Kaplan
turbine, the changes in states of mechanical and electrical components of the machine were monitored
in the magnetic fields with increase of the power in the range of 0–95%, before and after phasing
to the electrical grid. Standard processing methods, Discrete Fourier Transform, spectrograms and
Discrete Wavelet Transform were used. In the spectrograms of the measured magnetic fields, the
1st–4th harmonics of the turbine shaft, generator shaft and also their side frequencies were identified.
Significant changes of magnetic fields in time were identified in the area of 60–95% power. With the
help of the Wavelet, transform intervals were identified where it is desirable to operate the turbine.
The analyses of magnetic fields measurements performed on the power plant were compared with
vibro-diagnostic principles.

Keywords: magnetism; vector magnetometer; measurements; signal analysis; FFT; spectrogram;
DWT; nondestructive testing

1. Introduction

The term NDT (nondestructive testing) designates a group of diagnostic methods,
often contactless nowadays and thus utilizing different physical fields and their influencing
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with the tested objects. The NDT methods are used in a broad area of applications, from
the construction engineering [1] up to the aerospace area [2,3]; however, the limiting factors
are the knowledge and technical equipment. The use of the methods also depends on the
development of materials, sensors, sensing principles, visualization and interpretation of
the measured quantities and values [4–6].

Specific area of the NDT is formed around the approaches utilizing low frequency
magnetic fields, properties, effects and ongoing dynamic processes. It can be stated that
each object “transmits” signals carrying information about its state not only on its surface,
but also about the internal structural changes. The NDT methods based on the magnetic
field sensing allow us to identify this information. In general, the magnetic field can be
viewed as an intermediary that is not doing work but converting one type of energy to
another type. Movement of objects in the Earth’s magnetic field creates local anomalies and
gradient fields that can be identified [7–9]. Local magnetic fields are also created around
the objects working with electrical energy due to the flow of electric currents and magnetic
circuitries. All the mentioned fields and their variations can be measured and evaluated
providing information that can be used from the sustainability point of view, e.g., overload,
indication of wearing, critical states.

In the past, the magnetic field was widely used for identification of elastic-strength
properties of metallic and also composite materials containing metals. The findings in-
cluded knowledge that mechanical stress and magnetization of the material are different
in Earth’s magnetic field and in a strong field created by a stimulation coil [10,11]. The
hysteresis loop of mechanical stress caused by magnetization is repeatable after 10 to 15
loading cycles, what was many times proven in the studies performed after the Second
World War [12–16]. Magnetization with high mechanical stress reveals the influence of
internal friction [17], changes in the dislocations’ density, microstructure and chemical
composition of the material.

Figure 1 [18] illustrates the dependencies between magnetic and mechanical effects
referring to the magnetostriction effects. In technical diagnostics, it is possible to utilize
several magnetic effects to identify the state of a device or a process.
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Widely used effects in NDT are Joule effect, Villari effect, Wiedemann effect, Matteucci
effect, Barret effect and Nagaoka-Honda effect [19–23]. The Barkhausen effect [24–27]
is also used besides the mentioned effects. Each of these effects is specific and with
concrete application and manifestation and can be used in the NDT. Besides this group,
there also exist NDT methods based on the principles of the magnetic memory of the
material (MMM) [28], which in comparison to other effects allow us to determine the
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probable remaining service lifetime of a metal material, an important factor for predictive
maintenance and thus sustainability of the system. They emerged in 1994 in the area of
energetics, and they are one of the few magnetic methods covered by ISO (International
Organization for Standardization) standards.

People have been intensively seeking ways to convert energy and store it effectively
for many years now. The physical laws define possibilities not only in the energy forms
conversion, but also the forms of the changes. The idea of restrictions in the interchanges of
energy and its storing was accepted, and it created the base of applications in diagnostics
including NDT. There are several facts that are usable in sensing and evaluating information
in the magnetic field.

The first fact is that physical laws define the options and methods of the measurement
based on the conversion of energy in the object, e.g., the relationship between mechanical
energy and magnetic field. The second fact is that these changes in the physical fields differ
in their speed. Therefore, if fast changes have to be identified, the speed and vector of the
change have to be taken into account. The third fact is that we have to consider the density
of the emitted field to an area unit or volume unit with necessary information for further
processing. This allows creating tools for analysis, interpretation and visualization of the
information contained in the field in the process of information identification. The fourth
fact is that the energy conversion law allows performing indirect measurements. Many
times, it is not possible to prove causality by using direct tools and it has to be proven
indirectly. Frequency, as one of the main parameters of any type of energy field, represents
the parameter allowing observation of energy conversion in the physical fields. The object
does not only create/influence the magnetic field, but, for example, bad involute of the
gearing also produces heat, noise and changes in the magnetic field.

The physical fields, including the magnetic field, carry the information about the
state of an object and changes in it [29]. Manifested energy in the form of magnetic field
represents the material and operational properties of the object. If there are emerging
irreversible phenomena, they can be identified in the field. The understanding of the
information in the field and its interpretation is important in the technical practice including
the diagnostics [30,31].

The energy is represented by its frequency in the corresponding frequency band.
If these magnetic field frequencies can be identified, measured, quantified, visualized, and
presented for the purpose of the technical practice, they can be used to diagnose changes,
including failures of complex devices. However, the interpretation [32] has to use existing
and understandable tools in the area of technical diagnostics.

The NDT methods using MMM effects spread also into the remaining lifetime iden-
tification area, involving materials, lifting machines, pipelines, bearing structures and
many similar objects. Utilizing the Villari effect, applications mainly in energetics that
are based on the systematic measurement and evaluation of minor magnetization loops
have been found [33]. With respect to the magnetometry utilization for simpler planar
and spatial geometric objects [34], 1D and 2D geometry [35] is mostly used—the signal
is sensed on the surface of the material and it is not emitted to the surroundings. The
miniaturization of the sensors in the form of MEMS (micro electromechanical systems) [36]
allows embedding them into the construction for online monitoring of the analyzed elastic
properties of components.

In the area of mobile devices diagnostics (e.g., trains, cars), the wheels and rails were
monitored [33] due to the increased safety requirements, up to the 70 km per hour speed.

The magnetic fields have been already used in diagnostics in connection with eminent
sources of the fields, such as electrical energy converters and transformers, as well as
furnaces with induction heating [37]. These measurements were performed for the purpose
of the occupational hygiene [38–40] or compatibility issues [41–44]; they were mostly
realized on static devices or near electric motors in case of mobile systems.

In the area of devices with the rotational components, the comparison of piezoelectric
sensors and magnetic fields created by the objects has not been the subject of research.



Sustainability 2021, 13, 9197 4 of 23

However, the possibility exists and was verified on the rotating machines [31]. The mea-
surements of electrical parameters and mechanical oscillations were evaluated separately.
In the area of cyclic oscillations of machines, the piezoelectric effect is often used to measure
vibrations; however, a problem arises if the sensors have to be submersed into water or
enclosed in the technological equipment permanently. The advantage of the low frequency
magnetic field is that it can penetrate through different environments without the necessity
of contact and thus provide contactless information. Therefore, the advantages of energetic
principles in the means/patterns of the energy conversion for mechanical components of
machines (oscillations/magnetic field) and for components with the electric current (elec-
tric/magnetic field) can be used. Secondary, it is possible to observe additional information
in the magnetic field.

The range and applications of diagnostics, where magnetic effects are used today, are
mostly in the area of energetics, where there are strong fields near the object of measurement.
Some of the experiments show that there are possibilities to follow the energy flow with
the help of acoustic noise [45,46], heat and mechanical oscillations [47–50]. The subjects of
measurements are often stationary devices without rotating parts. Because the failure of
pipelines carrying different mediums at high pressures and large flows produce significant
financial losses, several mentioned physical effects can be used, whereas the MMM method
is the most widely utilized. A special area is the aerospace industry, where the magnetic
methods can be used in online diagnostics of the turbines of jet engines [51–55]. The
approaches are based on the combination of the acoustic and magnetic methods and have
been developed and used since the 1980s. The architecture in the meaning of construction
often utilizes the Barkhausen’s effect in NDT, mainly for state checking of steel ropes and
rods (can be viewed as 1D geometry); planar elements (can be viewed as 2D geometry) are
monitored only for the purpose of elastic-strength properties and potential spreading of
cracks [56].

Simulations and interpretations of dynamic effects (processes) included in the mag-
netic fields remain in the level of models [57], and there are missing measurements per-
formed on real industrial systems in-site; the values of the magnetic fields are interpreted
only as values, not as the causality–degradation processes. The utilization of analytic tools
in the form of trends in spectral analysis with using bispectra [58,59] refers to the possibili-
ties of visualization of the measured signals. However, the bispectra were modeled and not
measured—the descriptions are in the theoretical level and are missing real measurements.
The description of dynamic processes requires knowledge about the boundary conditions,
and in case of the in-site measurements on real devices, it is necessary to interpret the
causality. Therefore, the approach to analyses presented in this paper represents a different,
unique approach.

Identification of failures and changes in states of machines with movable parts (rota-
tion, translation and cycles) can be identified not only by the acoustic noise and heat, but
also with magnetic properties and their change in time.

From the evaluation and interpretation view of the measured signals are widely
accepted significant tools such as marching (discrete) Fourier (DFT) and Wavelet (WT)
transforms [60,61]. These tools are used to solve tasks connected to sounds and pictures,
but also in the area of identification of energetic fields’ special parameters. Their use is
significant also in the area of mechanical systems’ oscillations because with simple DFT,
some parameters of the fields, e.g., pulsation characteristics, are lost.

2. Materials and Methods

This section shortly describes the measurement device, the VEMA magnetometer,
objects of measurements, the ventilation system (considered as an appliance) and the small
water power plant system (considered as a source). The methodical approach using the
frequency analyses is also introduced.
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2.1. Measurement Device

Two VEMA magnetometers were used during the measurements. The VEMA-04
magnetometers are relax-type fluxgate vector magnetometers [62,63]. The devices were
used in three-channel configurations providing orthogonal decompositions of local mag-
netic field vectors into their components. The sensors can be moved and placed freely and
independently; therefore, nonmagnetic fixtures were used for the sensor arrangements.

The block diagram of the VEMA-04 magnetometer device that was developed at
the Department of Aviation Technical Studies of the Faculty of Aeronautics is shown in
Figure 2. The device utilizes the magnetic flux gating occurring due to the magnetiza-
tion characteristics of the sensor’s core and operates with conversion of magnetic field
measurement into measurement of the transient effects’ duration/measurement of time.
Measured time intervals signals occur as the responses to periodical pulses generated
by the three-state bipolar current source. The excitation is performed in all channels at
the same time, the system is synchronous, and during the excitation no measurement is
performed. The measured time intervals are given by the transition/relaxation signals
from the states of positive or negative technical saturations to the values of the external,
measured field after the excitation pulses. By the periodical saturation provided by the
excitation pulses, stable initial conditions of the transition effects are provided.
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These signals are parametrized by the load in the form of antiparallel semiconductor
diodes and their difference represents the value of the magnetic field:

Bex = k
(
t+ − t−

)
+ q (1)

where t+ and t− time intervals are relaxation times from corresponding saturations, k and q
calibration constants are evaluated for each channel with the calibration process using the
neural network [64]. Due to small differences among the sensors, each channel has its own
constants in the memory of the microcontroller unit that provides also communication in-
terface to the PC connected to the magnetometer. Illustration of the transfer and frequency
characteristics are shown in Figure 3. The sensitivity of the VEMA-04 magnetometers
used in measurements is approximately 1.7 nT/LSB (least significant bit), full-scale non-
linearity is below 0.5% in the measurement range of ±60 µT, the channels are sampled
simultaneously with the rate of 1000 samples per second. The noise spectral densities of
the used magnetometers were identified experimentally with long term measurements
and also with method presented in [65] and are approximately 280 pT/

√
Hz@1 Hz and

230 pT//
√

Hz@10 Hz for all channels.
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The VEMA relax type magnetometers can have their sensors connected with over
10 m long connection cables with acceptable noise parameters, which is an advantage when
the device is used in different types of measurements.

2.2. Objects of Measurement

For the experiments, two in-site slow speed electromechanical systems were chosen.
The first system was the ventilation system with two ducts and identical fans (Figure 4a).
The VEMA sensors were placed in orthogonal arrangements at the same place on each
ventilation duct during the experiments. Each propeller with 7 nonmagnetic blades was
attached to a steel shaft with the weight of 1000 kg placed in two bearings with 14 and
8 elements. The asynchronous electromotors of the fans were driven by an electrical speed
controller in the range of 0–740 revolutions per minute in the frequency range of 5–50 Hz.
Maximal current driving the device was 180 A.
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The nonmagnetic fixture with 3 sensors was placed on a rib on the duct; the distance
from the ventilation system fan was 740 mm (Figure 4b). The construction material of
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the duct was class 11 steel, the steel plate was 10 mm thick. The stator winding of the
ventilation electromotor was at the distance 540 mm from the measurement point.

The second object of measurement was the turbine, transmission and generator system
of a small water power plant (Figure 5a). The generator was asynchronous; it used the
principles of induction motors to produce electric power by mechanically turning its rotor
faster than the synchronous speed. The turbine was of semi-Kaplan type, so only the stator
blades could be adjusted in the regulation system. The generator was placed in 90 degrees
angle with reference to the turbine shaft. This type of system is common in small water
power plants because of its space-saving design, simplicity, no need for special phasing
procedure and cheap maintenance. The power plant had two such generators; however,
due to the water level, only one generator was running during experiments.
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The VEMA sensors (Figure 5b) were placed in the axial plane near the turbine and
near the transmission with the generator. The first group of the sensors over the turbine
was placed at the distance 600 mm from the turbine axis. The second group of sensors
was placed at 450 mm distance from the generator axis and 1150 mm from the transmis-
sion gearing.

The nominal value of the turbine’s shaft (horizontal shaft) speed is, according to the
technical documentation of the system, 309 revolutions per minute corresponding to the
frequency of 5.14 Hz; the nominal value of the generator shaft (vertical shaft) is 1003 rpm
corresponding to the frequency of 16.72 Hz. The transmission gear ratio is 12/39 giving
the tooth frequency of 200.6 Hz.

2.3. Methods

The methods used in evaluation of the recorded magnetic field data used window-
ing because the measurements were performed with dynamic changes/processes in the
systems. We used the Hanning window with 50% overlap because this is a common
technique used in practical technical diagnostics well known for technicians performing
measurements on devices in-site.
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The simplest method that we used was estimation of arithmetic mean and standard
deviation for the recorded data. The statistical parameters were estimated by the following:

Bch = 1
n

(
n
∑

i=1
Bch i

)

σch =

√
1
n

n
∑

i=1

(
Bch i − Bch

)2
(2)

where Bch is the magnetic field for specified channel, n is a number of samples, i is the
sample number in the sequence and σ is the standard deviation of the signal for the
given channel. For each estimation, 10,000 samples were used. The visualization of the
arithmetic mean will tell us if there are any trends in the data set, which can indicate the
state of the measured system. The change in the arithmetic mean during the operation of
the system can indicate the change of state of the system. In case of fixed (not rotating,
not moving) systems, the arithmetic mean can indicate the structural changes inside the
material, which leads to the change in induced magnetization. The evolution of standard
deviation can uncover the changes in system itself, such as the increase in clearances and
vibration amplitudes.

The spectral analysis is another core method for the diagnostics of systems containing
rotating parts. Such system is usually diagnosed by the vibration analysis, which is a
contact form of the measurement. The rotating parts cause disturbances of local magnetic
field by their own magnetic moment or by induced magnetic moments. These disturbances
transfer the information about the movement, either rotational or linear. Any periodical
signal can be described as

xn =
1
N

N−1

∑
k=1

Xk ei 2π
N kn (3)

where xn is the n-th value of the digital signal, Xk is the Fourier coefficient, k is the sequence
number of harmonic component of the signal and N is the total number of samples. For
decomposition of the signal, we can estimate the Xk coefficient as

Xk =
N−1

∑
n=1

xne−i 2π
N kn (4)

The amplitude of Xk and the phase ϕk of any specific harmonic component defined by
k cycles per N samples can be estimated from these coefficients as

1
N |Xk| = 1

N

√
Re(Xk)

2 + Im(Xk)
2

1
N φk = atan2(Im(Xk), Re(Xk))

(5)

Frequency analysis is the powerful tool for nondestructive diagnostics of dynamic
systems. Each rotating part superimposes information about its movement into the mag-
netic field disturbances near the system. There is information such as frequencies of the
rotating parts, frequencies of the vibrations and frequencies of the electric energy supply
source. When analyzing the system under dynamic conditions, the windowing can be
used, as mentioned before. This allows us to analyze the shortened time interval of the
measurement and see the details in signals, which can be lost in the noise when analyzing
the whole data set.

For the graphical interpretation of the analysis results, the spectrum can be plotted,
where the dominant system frequencies can be found and analyzed. The short time
duration events are not clearly visible when analyzing the whole data set. For visualization
of dynamic changes in the frequency domain, the spectrogram can be plotted. In this
graphical representation of a signal, the short time events can be seen, forasmuch the
windowing is used for the spectrogram plotting.
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Not each short-time event can be found and clearly detectable by the Fourier Trans-
form. For impulse-like events, the Wavelet transform is often used. The result of the
Wavelet Transform of one-dimensional data vector is a two-dimensional vector, which
represents the information about the frequency domain of the signal and the time when de-
tected events occurred. It can be analyzed if signal contains isolated or periodical impulse
distortions as well as if the periodicity of the distortion is stable or time-varying.

Discrete Wavelet Transform is performed as the sequence of filters applied to the
analyzed signal. Low-pass and high-pass filters are used in cascades. The first step is to
pass the signal through the low-pass filter with impulse response g

y[n] = (x ∗ g)[n] =
∞

∑
k=−∞

x[k]g[n− k] (6)

Simultaneously, the signal is filtered by the high-pass filter with impulse response h.
The outputs of the filters are subsampled by the factor 2. The result of the filtering can be
described as

ylow[n] = (x ∗ g)[n] =
∞
∑

k=−∞
x[k]g[2n− k]

yhigh[n] = (x ∗ h)[n] =
∞
∑

k=−∞
x[k]h[2n− k]

(7)

The output of the high-pass filter is described as the detail coefficients of the Wavelet
Transform and the output of the low-pass filter presents the input into next sequence of the
filters. Each sequence of the filter reduces the length of the signal samples into half and
doubles the frequency resolution.

3. Results

This section presents the data from the magnetic field measurements obtained during
the experiments and discusses their interpretation from the diagnostics point of view. The
data were processed and visualized with scripts written in Python programming language
with the help of Scipy and Matplotlib libraries; the Wavelet Transform was computed with
the National Instruments LabView software. The environment temperatures did not change
during the measurements; they could be considered as stationary and their influence could
be neglected. The results are accompanied with discussion of their representation and
usability in diagnostics to improve the sustainability of systems.

The measured value of the magnetic field is not only a “value”, but it represents
the concrete result of an effect, causality. The change of this value dB/dt refers to the
dynamic changes of the effect. According to the sense of Figure 1, it is therefore possible
to identify and monitor the effects not only on the surfaces of the objects, but also inside
their structure by the identification of the magnetic field changes. This allows us to answer
not only the questions of the technical diagnostics, but also of the materials engineering.
Hereinafter, the examples for the ventilation system and the power generation system with
the semi-Kaplan turbine are presented.

3.1. Ventilation System

The ventilation system was powered by an asynchronous electromotor with a speed
controller system with cascade voltage/frequency controller. Standard diagnostics uses,
for example, 60% and 100% of the output power while monitoring the changes. For the
technical diagnostics, these are important data because they are evaluated with respect to
the statistics and thus aid in predictive maintenance that was well established in aerospace
industry and was adopted also into other types of industries [66–68]. Figure 6 shows the
time development of the signal of the X component of the magnetic field measured during
the transition from 60% to 100% of the peak output power. The corresponding spectrogram
is shown in Figure 7. The transition occurred between the times of 370 s and 390 s.
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From the time development of the signal, it is seen that the magnetic field slightly
gained in amplitude after the transition from 60% to 100% of the peak power. After the
frequency analysis for 60% (Figure 8) and 100% (Figure 9) power, characteristic frequencies
can be seen. The first harmonic of the ventilation system shaft is 8.17 Hz with the amplitude
of 260 nT, second harmonic of the shaft is 16.34 Hz with the amplitude of 50 nT. The stator
excitation signal produced by the speed controller at 60% power is 34.74 Hz with the
amplitude 35.8 nT, what with four dipoles gives 8.68 Hz and 35.8 nT on one dipole. The
frequency of 50 Hz with the amplitude 43.6 nT was created by the power grid. The slip of
the rotor field behind the stator filed is given by the frequency ratios in the respective time.
The value of 8.685 Hz corresponds to 521 RPM and the value of 8.17 Hz corresponds to
490 rpm, what gives the slip value of 5.9%.

By the 100%, similarly, the first harmonic of 12.43 Hz/ 341.5 nT, the second harmonic
of 28.88 Hz/ 59.9 nT and stator excitation frequency of 49.78/ 51 nT could be observed.
Moreover, the signals created by the bearings of the ventilation system could be observed
at 100% power as harmonic multiples of the shaft frequency.

For visualization of the complex dynamic changes, the visualization in the form of
a spectrogram is more suitable (Figures 7 and 10). From this type of visualization all
frequencies from the above-mentioned ones are clearly visible. The change in power,
transition from 60% to 100% power, is significant in the electric system of the machine. The
voltage/frequency converter as the speed controller with this steep cascade is expressive.
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At the 100% power, the bearings frequencies could be also observed; the bearings A
and B (Figure 4) have 8 elements and 14 elements, respectively. Both frequencies, 99.46 Hz
and 174 Hz, originating in the bearings, can be identified on the spectrogram.

3.2. Small Water Power Plant System

Figure 11 illustrates the time development of the magnetic fields totals from the first
magnetometer placed over the turbine (VEMA no. 1), and one near the transmission
and the (asynchronous) generator (VEMA no. 2). The magnetometers were positioned
in identical orientations of the components. The advantage of a vector magnetometer
is in the ability to keep track of each component X, Y, Z of the magnetic field because
some information can be hidden in the total (consider sine in X component and cosine in
Y component).

Noticeable pulse occurred at the time 56 s due to the phasing of the generator to the
power grid. After the connection to the power grid, the power generation system was
held at its 60% power up to the time 190 s. From this point, the system slowly increased
its power to 95% (time 385 s), held that value for a while and then decreased the power
to 75%.

Figure 12 shows the moving window statistics in the form of the mean value ± stan-
dard deviation. The values were computed over segments with lengths of 10,000 samples,
the overlapping was 50%.

The moving statistics visualization enables us to attain a quick overview mainly of
the static positioning of the (magnetically visible) dominant ferromagnetic parts of the
system. The standard deviations give information about the combined energies (mechanical
+ electrical) over the evaluated segment. The 10,000 samples in segment were chosen
according to the time development of the signals.

If we consider the construction of the power generating system, one of the main
contributions of using the vector fluxgate magnetometer is in its ability to measure DC
and AC magnetic fields together. From this point of view, the DC fields will correspond to
the displacements of the shafts, gearings and similar. The AC fields combine periodical
movements of the ferromagnetic components with the fields originating in the generated
power (current flow and magnetic circuitry). Considering these effects, changes in mean
values of the X and Y components measured over the turbine (Figure 12) correspond to the
decrease/restriction of the clearances in the system. This effect is exceptionally visible in
the X magnetic field component over the turbine with noticeable stepping corresponding
to the 5% increases in the power output of the system that was set in the control room of
the power plant. This information would be hidden if a scalar magnetometer was used
there instead of a vector magnetometer.
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However, the sensitivity of the mean value to the length of the window/segment has to
be taken into account as well. Considering the length of the window that corresponds to the
10 s interval, small oscillations in the mean values can be interpreted as slow fluctuations of
the tension in the system. These fluctuations are caused by the elasticity of the mechanical
system between the water flow with its turbulences pushing on the turbine blades on one
side and by the power grid braking/accelerating the asynchronous generator on the other
side. Both sides of system, the water and the power grid, are considered to be very hard
sources of energy. Their forces exhibit themselves in oscillations and variations of the
measured signals on the construction of the power generating system [69,70].

From Figure 12 it can be seen that the value of the standard deviation over all compo-
nents rises with the increasing power delivered by the system into the power grid. This
corresponds to the theory because the higher the power is produced, the higher field ener-
gies have to be created. Moreover, the power can be increased up to a certain peak level
defined by the construction of the generator—noticeable frequency increase in Figure 11.

However, from the point of nondestructive diagnostics, higher frequencies are also
important because higher harmonics of the frequencies are considered to be indicators
of emerging degradation processes that can lead to component destruction and system
failure. This is why, e.g., in vibrodiagnostics, the trends of higher harmonics over some
time intervals are monitored that depend on a concrete construction of the device and also
on experiences. The fluxgate magnetometer with sufficient measurement and frequency
range can be a very useful additional device in nondestructive diagnostics, even though
the piezoelectric sensors can measure accelerations over 10 kHz.

However, classical piezoelectric sensors do not see the mechanical and electrical
energy together as it is seen by the magnetometer. From this point of view, we can look at
the spectral properties of the signals through spectrograms that are shown in Figure 13.
There were 10,000 samples in the segment used; Hanning window was applied with linear
detrending and overlapping was set to 50%. This enabled the spectral resolution of 0.1 Hz
in one segment. Some signals had very small amplitude, so the colorscale was chosen in
such a way that every value that is over 5 nT is yellow. The spectrograms created from the
measured signals over the turbine are at the first look less complicated (Figure 13a) because
they were further away from the generator and the transmission (Figure 13b). In both cases,
the phasing of the generator with the power grid is visible in the time around 56 s.
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The system was in the motoric mode of operation up to the time of the phasing of
the generator to the grid. The spin-up of the turbine by the water flow (up to the time
around 50 s) is visible in both cases of the spectrogram sets. The magnetic sensors over
the turbine recorded higher amplitudes at the harmonics when the power generating
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system was operating over 80% of its peak power. The values of harmonics shown in
the spectrograms can be considered to be low; however, we were detecting spinning
ferromagnetic components encapsulated in ferromagnetic casing without the necessity
to dismantle something and putting it back together after the placement of the sensors.
The spectrograms near the generator and transmission are containing combination of the
electrical energy and mechanical energy signals.

As previously stated, the nominal values of the turbine’s shaft speed (horizontal shaft)
were 309 revolutions per minute corresponding to frequency of 5.14 Hz, nominal values
of the generator shaft speed (vertical shaft) were 1003 rpm corresponding to frequency of
16.72 Hz. The transmission gear ratio was 12/39 giving the tooth frequency of 200.6 Hz.

If we look closer at the signals, e.g., the X components, we can detect superpositions
and amplitude modulations (Figures 14 and 15). The use of two vector magnetometers
allows us to distinguish between “mechanical” frequencies and “electrical” frequencies.
Considering the construction (Table 1) of the power generating system, the bearing fre-
quencies could also be detected. However, these signals are often buried in the noise, and
their visibility depends on their geometry, material and the distance from the sensors. The
other fact is that these frequencies do not necessarily emerge as visible all the time, but
they can gain in amplitude if the power of the system, wear or clearances are increased.

From Figures 14 and 15, it is possible to see the change in the flow of the energy with
respect to the revolutions. In the time after the phasing to the electrical grid, the turbine
is loaded and several harmonics occur in comparison to the time before phasing. This is
caused by the clearances that decreased after the time 200 s; the system was stiffer.

Because there were performed also control measurements with vibration sensors, we
can see good correlation of the monitored effects with the output from vibration analysis
(Figure 16). The sensors used were MTN/2200S from Monitran company, their standard
sensitivity is 100 mV/g ± 10% nominal @ 80 Hz and their frequency response is from 2 Hz
to 10 kHz ± 5% (−3 dB@0.8 Hz)
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Table 1. Bearing frequencies of the power generating system.

Bearing
RPS

(Revolutions
Per Second)

FTF (Hz)
(Fundamental

Train Frequency)

BSF (Hz)
(Ball Spin
Frequency)

BPFO (Hz)
(Ball Pass

Frequency Outer)

BPFI (Hz)
(Ball Pass

Frequency Inner)

Turbine
bearing 1 5.14 2.3 23.84 57.61 70.98

Turbine
bearing 2 5.14 2.23 18.72 44.58 58.29

Vertical shaft
bearing 1 16.72 7.04 45.2 112.60 154.85

Vertical shaft
bearing 2 16.72 7.21 58.84 136.98 180.64

Vertical shaft
bearing 3 16.72 7.11 54.13 135.17 182.45

Vertical shaft
bearing 4 16.72 7.02 52.32 127.38 173.52

Generator
bearing 1 16.72 6.85 34.35 82.21 118.39

Generator
bearing 2 16.72 6.69 40.62 87.09 130.22



Sustainability 2021, 13, 9197 17 of 23

Sustainability 2021, 13, 9197 17 of 23 
 

standard sensitivity is 100 mV/g ± 10% nominal @ 80 Hz and their frequency response is 
from 2 Hz to 10 kHz ± 5% (−3 dB@0.8 Hz) 

The data can tell us about the form and transfer of the energy (with direction) at 
certain output power of the system. This information is similar to the spectrogram, and it 
can be seen where from and where to the energy shifts (at which revolutions)—that is the 
information of the power dissipation in the system. Considering the transmission as the 
component where the water flow energy and power grid energy meet, monitoring near 
the transmission is crucial. 

One of the possibilities of how to evaluate the dynamic changes in a system is the 
Wavelet Transform. In comparison to the discrete Fourier Transform, the Wavelet 
Transform better illustrates the impulse changes in connection to the device components 
and their influence on the surroundings. 

Figure 17 shows the magnetic field analysis with wavelet transform during the in-
crease of the generator power. The WA Analytic Wavelet Transform VI function from 
National Instruments LabView was used. This function uses the complex-valued Morlet 
wavelet to compute the Continuous Wavelet Transform (CWT) of a 1D input signal. The 
Analytic Wavelet Transform (AWT) is also known as the Complex Wavelet Transform. 
The nominal revolutions are 1003 RPM. From the figure, the nods (areas) where the ma-
chine should not be permanently operated can be clearly identified. The first harmonic of 
the turbine shaft, 5.12 Hz, does not show as significant sidebands as the first harmonic of 
the generator, 16.72 Hz, does.  

 
Figure 16. Example of Fourier Transform of signal from piezoelectric accelerometer placed near the transmission. 

The revolutions and frequencies from the system components—heavy load-
ed—nods are also visible. By the 95% power of the turbine, it is eminent that there is an 
increased influence of the mechanical oscillations on the generator, notable also in the 
magnetic field with increasing amplitude at 50 Hz. The period of oscillations of the sys-
tem was around 55 s at the 60% power and reduced to 26 s at the 95% power. These os-
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Figure 16. Example of Fourier Transform of signal from piezoelectric accelerometer placed near the transmission.

The data can tell us about the form and transfer of the energy (with direction) at
certain output power of the system. This information is similar to the spectrogram, and it
can be seen where from and where to the energy shifts (at which revolutions)—that is the
information of the power dissipation in the system. Considering the transmission as the
component where the water flow energy and power grid energy meet, monitoring near the
transmission is crucial.

One of the possibilities of how to evaluate the dynamic changes in a system is the
Wavelet Transform. In comparison to the discrete Fourier Transform, the Wavelet Transform
better illustrates the impulse changes in connection to the device components and their
influence on the surroundings.

Figure 17 shows the magnetic field analysis with wavelet transform during the increase
of the generator power. The WA Analytic Wavelet Transform VI function from National
Instruments LabView was used. This function uses the complex-valued Morlet wavelet
to compute the Continuous Wavelet Transform (CWT) of a 1D input signal. The Analytic
Wavelet Transform (AWT) is also known as the Complex Wavelet Transform. The nominal
revolutions are 1003 RPM. From the figure, the nods (areas) where the machine should
not be permanently operated can be clearly identified. The first harmonic of the turbine
shaft, 5.12 Hz, does not show as significant sidebands as the first harmonic of the generator,
16.72 Hz, does.

The revolutions and frequencies from the system components—heavy loaded—nods
are also visible. By the 95% power of the turbine, it is eminent that there is an increased
influence of the mechanical oscillations on the generator, notable also in the magnetic
field with increasing amplitude at 50 Hz. The period of oscillations of the system was
around 55 s at the 60% power and reduced to 26 s at the 95% power. These oscillations are
expressed by the increase of the amplitude of frequencies around 10 Hz with frequency
peaks to 30 Hz. These long period oscillations can be caused by the dynamics of the water
flow in the water duct in combination with the dynamics of the water flow control system
actuators and actuators of semi-Kaplan stator vanes.
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power plant system. Based on the results, we can conclude that using a fluxgate vector 
magnetometer brings new valuable information usable in the field of nondestructive 
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(Figure 18), e.g., with the diagnostics based on vibrations, because slow effects and other 
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Figure 17. Example of Wavelet Transform output from the magnetometer data from VEMA-04 magnetometer near
the transmission.

The combination of analyses through spectrograms, the Fourier Transform and Wavelet
Transform allows us to determine optimal operational revolutions with respect to the re-
quested service lifetime and sustainability also by changed conditions of the machine (load,
damage of the components). However, it is necessary to have the knowledge about the
machine construction to interpret the results.

The results of the performed experiments confirmed that magnetic sensors can provide
interesting information from the nondestructive diagnostics point of view. The further
investigation will focus on embedding microwire-based sensors into the monitored sys-
tem [71–74] because their dimensions make them suitable for online monitoring of the
systems. In this way, the integrated sensors could improve the control and maintenance
processes of devices within their whole service lifetime and thus provide more sustain-
able systems. The electrical and mechanical systems, such as those in the experiments,
are often equipped with different types of sensors, and magnetic sensors can be added
to provide more robust redundancy. However, magnetic sensors can provide valuable
information also for optimization within the cyber-physical principles within the concept
of Industry 4.0.

4. Discussion

The paper presented measurements results from experiments performed in-site on
two slow-speed electromechanical machines—a ventilation system and a small water
power plant system. Based on the results, we can conclude that using a fluxgate vector
magnetometer brings new valuable information usable in the field of nondestructive
diagnostics, especially if we consider the in-site measurements for practical technical
diagnostics and thus sustainability of electrical and mechanical systems. Possibility to
obtain information about causality of processes from identified magnetic fields exists. This
information could be also used in predictive maintenance [75] to optimize the intervals of
the motors’ preventive/predictive maintenance [76], alongside other methods (Figure 18),
e.g., with the diagnostics based on vibrations, because slow effects and other type of energy
(electrical) can be evaluated, too.
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Figure 18. Illustration of estimated warning time based on the measurable manifestation of effects.

The combination of several diagnostic principles, including the NDT magnetometry,
allows us to determine the risks-based maintenance strategy for sustainability of expensive
devices. The NDT magnetometry, compared to the contact sensors (e.g., piezoelectric,
piezoresistive), enables quick mobile measurement solution. The information in the mea-
sured magnetic field has to be selected and interpreted correctly—in the field near the
object of measurement, there are lots of signals and their interpretation is dependent
on the knowledge of machine construction, measurement method and the experience
of investigator.

The magnetometry provides information about the changes in observed parameters
within NDT, but also allows us to advance in methods towards the elastic-strength and
material characteristics of the object of measurement.

To sum up, there are several advantages of using fluxgate magnetometers and mea-
surement of the magnetic field:

− contactless measurement that is applicable also by submerged devices, e.g., water
turbines;

− by one simple measurement of the magnetic fields by an asynchronous motor, it is
possible to identify real frequencies of the spinning components of the motor and
stator excitation—effective control of the slip;

− by the measurement of the real time (frequency) development of the magnetic field,
it is possible to optimize the dB/dt parameter and extend the service lifetime of the
device;

− with three orthogonally placed sensors (Bx, By, Bz), it is possible to monitor also the
displacements and the travel path of the magnetic field vector, which can be useful
when the monitoring is complex, long-time and evaluates the trends;

− because the DC and extremely low frequencies can be observed, the diagnostics
frequency range extends;

− the measurements can be also used to optimize the control of the motors (with both,
scalar and vector controller types) and predictive maintenance.

With proper analyses, in the form of moving statistics, spectrums, spectrograms and
evaluation of the Wavelet Transform outputs, the obtained results can be used towards all
of the physical fields-based characteristics of the systems, thus providing unifying theory
and approach. The spectrograms and Wavelet Transform show dB/dt, equivalent of da/dt.

The possibilities of further research with monitoring of the state changes of objects
with utilization of the magnetic field refer to applications in several areas:

− development of the introduced method into a full-featured method for online moni-
toring of rotational machines,

− monitoring of cyclic fatigue of machines/systems,



Sustainability 2021, 13, 9197 20 of 23

− tuning of the machines/systems—e.g., Figure 17 defines clearly the operating points,
where the machine/system has to be operated considering the extension of the service
lifetime,

− selection from suitable new machines/systems with respect to the assembly flaws.

Considering the sustainability, an important factor is the relationship among design,
operation, service and returns in the financial terms. From this point of view, the use of
the fluxgate magnetometer with other types of sensors contributes to the modern concept
Risk-Based Inspection Framework and helps to lower the operational expenses.

5. Conclusions

Based on the results of practical in-site measurements realized with vector fluxgate
magnetometer, it can be seen that low-frequency magnetic fields can be used as a source of
valuable information usable in nondestructive and technical diagnostics. These data can
be further analyzed in conjunction with vibration sensors generally used in diagnostics.
However, the magnetic field sensors can also be combined with other types of sensors, e.g.,
acoustic sensors, to extend the analyses possibilities from the sustainability perspective.

The advantage of processing data obtained with fluxgate magnetometers is that the
data include information about both mechanical and electrical parts, without the necessity
to disassemble the device under test/evaluation and therefore allowing to perform the mea-
surements in-site in normal operational conditions. This helps in predictive maintenance
and thus improves the sustainability of the systems.
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26. Neslušan, M.; Minárik, P.; Grenčík, J.; Trojan, K.; Zgútová, K. Non-destructive evaluation of the railway wheel surface damage
after long-term operation via Barkhausen noise technique. Wear 2019, 420–421, 195–206. [CrossRef]
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