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Abstract: Implementing China’s emission reduction regulations requires a design approach that 
integrates specific architectural and functional properties of railway stations with low greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emission. This article analyzes life cycle GHG emissions related to materials production, 
replacement and operational energy use to identify design drivers and reduction strategies 
implemented in high-speed railway station (HSRS) buildings. A typical middle-sized HSRS 
building in a cold climate zone in China is studied. A detailed methodology was proposed for the 
development and assessment of emission reduction strategies through life cycle assessment (LCA), 
combined with a building information model (BIM). The results reveal that operational emissions 
contribute the most to total GHG emissions, constituting approximately 81% while embodied 
material emissions constitute 19%, with 94 kgCO2eq/m2·a and 22 kgCO2eq/m2·a respectively. 
Optimizing space can reduce operational GHG emissions and service life extension of insulation 
materials contributes to a 15% reduction in embodied GHG emissions. In all three scenarios, the 
reduction potentials of space, envelope, and material type optimization were 28.2%, 13.1%, and 3.5% 
and that measures for reduced life cycle emissions should focus on space in the early stage of 
building design. This study addresses the research gap by investigating the life cycle GHG 
emissions from HSRS buildings and reduction strategies to help influence the design decisions of 
similar projects and large space public buildings which are critical for emission reduction on a larger 
scale. 
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1. Introduction 

Globally, the construction and operation of buildings account for 36% of the total final energy 
use and nearly 40% of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions represented by carbon dioxide (CO2) [1]. 
China’s carbon emissions will peak by 2030 and, thus, need to be reduced dramatically as pledged in 
the Intended Nationally Determined Contribution (INDC), signed as part of the Paris Climate 
Agreement [2]. As the largest carbon emitter in the world, China is facing severe challenges in saving 
energy and reducing GHG emissions of built environments, which are gaining in importance as it 
moves to bring the building sector under control. In the 13th Five-Year Plan (2016–2020) implemented 
by the State Council, aiming to save energy and cut emissions, public buildings are emphasized [3], 
given that they have the largest share in the total consumption of operational energy (excluding 
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district heating) among the different building categories. The most important reason is that the 
proportion of large-scale or large space public buildings in the building sector—for instance, 
transportation buildings—has been rising rapidly [4]. Large space buildings refer to those that have 
great floor height, large enclosed space volumes, and diverse ventilation systems [5]. Energy 
consumption of transportation buildings per square metre is two to three times that of conventional 
public buildings such as offices and schools, indicating their greater impact on energy and 
environment [6] (see Figure 1). As a typical large space public building, a high-speed railway station 
(HSRS) building is attracting increasing attention. The operating mileage of high-speed railway in 
China currently ranks first in the world under the ‘eight vertical and eight horizontals’ railway 
network plan [7]. These often run on newly created lines and therefore require improved modern 
stations on new sites. HSRS, known as the gateway to the city, will gradually become the most 
common type of railway stations, and an increasing amount of constructions will likely promote an 
upward trend in energy and resource demand in the immediate future. Due to increasingly stringent 
energy requirements and improved energy efficiency, the embodied GHG emissions from building 
materials are gaining significance [8–11]. As a major consumer of societal energy and national 
resources, it is necessary to conduct evaluative research on HSRS buildings in the scope of embodied 
GHG emissions. 

 
Figure 1. Energy use comparison among five types of public buildings [6]. 

Several studies have focused on the energy consumption and carbon emissions from multiple 
building typologies internationally, including residential, office, school, and hotel buildings in China 
[8,9], Norway [10,11], Spain [12] and the United Kingdom [13]. More attention should be paid to the 
environmental performance of HSRS buildings, which also needs to be drastically improved. A shift 
toward low-emission buildings of railway stations is laying down solid tracks for the sustainable 
building sector. The concepts of ‘zero emission station’, ‘zero energy station’, ‘green station’, and ‘eco 
station’ have emerged in order to address the global warming challenges from railway stations: for 
instance, the European Commission supports sustainable station constructions with the ‘Sus Station’ 
project and has achieved a new sustainable, low-carbon generation [14]. The green railway stations 
rating program of the Indian Green Building Council aims to reduce the adverse environmental 
impacts due to station operation and maintenance [15]. Despite all of this, earlier studies on railway 
station buildings mainly focused on energy efficiency [16–22], indoor thermal comfort [23,24], and 
ventilation and air quality evaluation [25,26]. Some research discussed the environmental impacts of 
the railway transport sector, in which railway stations are usually considered as a part of the whole 
infrastructure. In rail system studies, Håkan et al. [27] presented the energy use and GHG emissions 
results from example railway stations in construction, maintenance and operation by a life cycle 
approach. Zhang et al. [28] calculated high-speed transport energy consumption based on the 
construction investment integrating elements of life cycle analysis. However, work on the direct 
perspective of the emission data, as well as design measures in detail, is rather limited. Further study 
is needed to consider life cycle GHG emissions from HSRS buildings, which is rarely studied as the 
main research object. 
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Life cycle assessment (LCA) is a well established approach used for the environmental 
assessment of buildings and provides the necessary information for reducing the environmental 
impacts systematically and comprehensively [29]. It would be only giving a limited perspective of 
the environmental impact of a given building to judge the GHG emissions only during its operating 
phases. LCA makes it possible to evaluate the total GHG emissions and help to determine the ratio 
between embodied and operational emissions. Furthermore, LCA also aids designers in selecting 
optimal design solutions, by evaluating different emission reduction measures [30].  

The complete life cycle of a building measures the cradle-to-grave impacts from four main stages 
[31]: the product stage (A1–A3), construction process stage (A4–A5), use stage (B1–B7), and end-of-
life stage (C1–C4). The optional stage of benefits and loads (D) is defined to document potential 
emission compensation of processing or reusing materials after end-of-life. In accordance with 
international LCA standards [32,33], the LCA methodology is used to quantify the life cycle GHG 
emissions following four main steps: goal and scope, life cycle inventory (LCI), environmental 
impacts assessment, and results interpretation. Different studies have carried out the life cycle GHG 
emission calculations with varying objectives, system boundaries, data sources, and levels of detail, 
following the LCA methodology [11,34,35]. Some studies have briefly evaluated the life cycle CO2 
emissions of an HSRS building for energy efficient and carbon reduction analysis [21,22]. However, 
these previous studies have not analyzed the purpose of evaluating life cycle GHG emissions to 
extract important design drivers and further understand how to reduce GHG emissions for HSRS 
buildings. In general, research on life cycle GHG emissions from HSRS buildings is representative, 
and provides a scientific basis for other large space public buildings.  

The need to study the profile of environmental performance of HSRS buildings has led the 
authors to explore adaptive carbon reduction strategies on low GHG emission design. A typical 
medium-sized HSRS building in Tianjin, China was selected for the present study as a subject on 
which to conduct a detailed analysis. This work begins with introducing HSRS in China and outlining 
significant carbon mitigation measures in general buildings collected from literature, which provide 
background information about the following analysis. Section 3 presents the methodology used for 
evaluating and discussing the case study, taking into consideration the life cycle GHG emissions 
generated from materials and operational energy use. Section 4 describes the case building. The 
embodied, operational, and total GHG emissions are calculated and results are presented in Section 
5 to extract design contributors and deduce reduction-oriented aspects. These findings are further 
discussed and a stepwise analysis from single to multiple strategies is proposed. The updated results 
of GHG emissions related to the case with different strategies regarding building space, envelope, 
and materials are recalculated, and the reduction proportion between origin and updated results of 
GHG emissions are investigated to extract reduction potentials by comparison. Final remarks are 
drawn in the conclusions. 

2. Background and Related Studies 

2.1. HSRS in China 

2.1.1. Driving Policies and Regulations 

For sustainable development and low carbon transformation, all levels of government (local, 
province, and even transportation agencies) have adopted effective policies to strengthen response, 
and taken actions to combat climate change, as illustrated later. A special plan for building energy 
conservation in China promulgated energy saving renovations at airports, piers, and railway stations 
according to China’s Energy Policy 2012 [36]. The 13th Five-Year Plan (2016–2020) continues to 
upgrade public buildings to high performance green buildings. Large railway stations are required 
to optimize design to realize gains in energy efficiency. The China Railway Corporation (CRC) 
pushed forward energy conservation in railway stations [7] and was required to stimulate a green 
and low carbon transportation plan in accordance with the 13th Five-Year Plan of Railway 
Development [37]. Newly built railway stations must meet the requirements of the design standard 
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for energy efficiency of public buildings (GB 50189-2015) [38], which indicate that energy 
consumption of new buildings should be lower than 75% of that of comparable buildings in the 1980s. 
The standards for drainage systems, electrical systems, and renewable energy have also been raised 
[29]. Despite stricter design requirements and improved energy saving standards, there are few 
systematic design principles, strategies, and applications for reducing the life cycle GHG emissions 
of HSRS buildings. Under most circumstances, they only rely upon conventional building solutions 
and experiences of generic buildings and do not consider specific characteristics. 

2.1.2. Characteristics of HSRS Buildings and Climate Zones in China 

Railway stations are classified into super large, large, medium, and small sizes by construction 
scale, based on the maximum assembling passenger number or dispatched passenger number during 
rush hour [39]. Medium-sized railway stations are significantly important for study because they 
have the largest share of the railway station stock in China. A railway station is a complex example 
of civil engineering, as it includes buildings, platforms, and other infrastructures. In this study, a 
railway station building refers to the main building in the station, a multi-functional complex that 
provides facilities such as a waiting room, ticket office, shopping, restaurants, variety stores, and 
other amenities for passengers. Compared with general public buildings such as governmental 
offices, domestic HSRS buildings have certain characteristics that are similar to the renewed modern 
railway stations. Typically, massive, reinforced concrete structures are used with large glass areas 
and structural steel (see Figure 2). The waiting room/hall is designed as a large enclosed space volume 
with high floor height making the building a city landmark. Many new stations follow design 
principles similar to airports, with constant daily operation [20]. For the convenience of management 
and use, the station building is usually designed along the railway line, so its main orientation is not 
consistent with the best orientation in most cases. 

 

 

Figure 2. Schematic diagram of HSRS building in shape and scale [40]. 

The local climate conditions to which the building is exposed play a significant role in selecting 
effective climate responsive strategies during the design process. As defined by the National Uniform 
Standard for Design of Civil Buildings (GB 50352-2019), China is divided into five main climate zones: 
severe cold, cold, hot summer and cold winter, hot summer and warm winter, and mild. In northern 
China, operating energy has a relatively comprehensive configuration in which heating accounts for 
a larger proportion compared to that in southern regions because of climate condition differences. 
Severe cold and cold zones in the north region present saving potentials for operational energy 
emissions on cooling as well as heating. One of the largest cities in the cold zone, Tianjin, has a typical 
temperate monsoon climate with distinct seasons, which varies greatly in summer (hot and rainy) 
and winter (cold and dry). The thermal design of the building envelope in Tianjin requires the 
extensive use of strategies for insulation, not only for the cold winter weather but also for summer 
heat protection. In this research, a medium-sized building from Tianjin South Railway Station was 
selected as the case to be studied (henceforth Case-TJS). The cold zone and site of the case building 
are depicted in Figure 3. 
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Figure 3. Climatic regionalization map for architecture in China and site of the case study building. 
(Red spot: representative cities in China, orange spot: Tianjin.). 

2.1.3. Field Investigation and Questionnaire 

To explore the possible influence of design factors on energy consumption, the research team 
conducted a field investigation of 10 HSRS buildings along the Beijing–Shanghai high-speed railway. 
The buildings vary in their capacity, GFA, width, depth, and height. A brief comparison is provided 
in Table 1. It was found that station buildings face the same architectural and technical design 
problems and have great energy saving potential in terms of form scale, space utilization, function 
layout, building details, and operating frequency: 
• For medium-sized HSRS buildings, the width is usually from 145m to 206m, as well as depth 

being from 20 to 44m. The average roof height is approximately 26m, which is larger in buildings 
of a super large or large size. There are overcrowded passengers in station (10) but few in station 
(2), and the capacity design is shown to be not consistent with the scale. 

• The height above the enclosed waiting room cannot be used efficiently, since they consume 
energy for operation, which reflects low utilization of vertical space. 

• No thermal partitions are set up in waiting rooms. The HVAC system works for a centralized 
large room and can’t be controlled in a modular way according to the pedestrian volume. 

• The glass curtain wall makes the building transparent; however, the shading devices seem not 
to be enough in summer seasons.  
A questionnaire survey was also conducted among 485 passengers on travel behaviour, in which 

72% stated that they prefer to arrive at the waiting room less than half an hour before a train’s 
departure instead of waiting for a long time. In fact, high-speed trains depart every five to ten minutes 
in most stations, implying that ticket gates have to be opened frequently to check tickets. Passengers 
do not have to stay in the enclosed waiting room for a long time. The waiting room area, defined 
originally by regulations governing conventional railway stations, encourages unnecessary energy 
consumption in HSRS.  
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Table 1. Physical and spatial characteristics of investigated HSRS buildings in the cold zone. 

Code* HSRS 
Capacity 
(person) 

GFA  
(m2) 

Space (m) 
Width Depth Height  

(1) Beijing South railway station 10,500 252,000 350 195 40 
(2) Tianjin West railway station 5000 104,000 400 145 57 
(3) Jinan West railway station 4000 100,000 192 107 44 
(4) Langfang railway station 1000 9889 170 36 20 
(5) Tianjin South railway station 1000 8669 145 20 30 
(6) Cangzhou West railway station 1200 10,213 168 34 22 
(7) Dezhou East railway station 2000 19,810 206 34 30 
(8) Qufu East railway station 1500 9996 206 35 28 
(9) Zaozhuang railway station 1000 9965 185 37 21 

(10) Xuzhou East railway station 2500 14,984 164 44 28 
* denotes that stations (1)–(3) are super large and large sizes, stations (4)–(10) are medium-sized. 

2.2. GHG Emission Reduction Strategies for Buildings 

Research concentrating on railway station buildings, especially the high speed type, is relatively 
limited; some of the existing literature takes into account reduction measures for energy consumption 
that are directly correlated to operational emissions, such as: the relationship between energy 
consumption and passenger flow density [16]; energy efficiency measures on performance 
parameters of a building envelope, area ratio of skylight and sun shading mode [17]; energy saving 
approaches that place greater emphasis on the reduction of air infiltration [18]; triadic relation among 
lighting comfort level and lighting energy consumption [19]; intelligent control strategies as feasible 
energy saving solutions [20]; and energy efficient analysis on construction scale, space design, 
function layout, and operation mode [21,22]. Energy potential in conventional stations or HSRS has 
been analyzed in different domestic regions. These studies mainly focus on reduction measures in 
terms of building envelope, while few are concerned with the influence of building form in terms of 
space design. 

In recent years, there has been growing interest in not only the evaluation of embodied emissions, 
but also the effect of innovative and alternative solutions to reduce total embodied environmental 
impacts. However, there has been rarely research on railway station buildings focusing on embodied 
emissions, which can be understood by analyzing other building categories. For instance, Luo et al. 
[8] analyzed and calculated the CO2 emissions of 78 office buildings in the construction 
materialization stage, obtaining results of 327kgCO2/m2 on average (building lifetime is considered 
to be 50 years). A prediction formula using steel reinforcement, concrete, and wall materials as 
independent variables was found to predict CO2 emissions. Existing research displayed high carbon 
mitigation potentials when taking into consideration the substitution of building 
materials/components during the early stage design of buildings [41]. Zhang et al. [9] demonstrated 
that residential and office buildings with a reinforced concrete block masonry structure could reduce 
carbon emissions by 6%–18% compared with either a reinforced or brick concrete structure. 
Substantial reductions of embodied energy (or carbon) for the use of traditional and locally available 
building materials were shown, compared to using conventional materials/components in some 
studies [42,43]. Other studies [44,45] revealed that the use of recycled and reused materials can 
significantly reduce the embodied energy and carbon emissions in buildings. A study by Maddalena 
et al. [46] indicated that implementation of materials/components with new and innovative 
technologies helps reduce the embodied carbon of buildings, such as in the form of “green” types of 
cements and high performance concrete. 
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3. Methodology  

3.1. Life Cycle GHG Emissions Calculation 

3.1.1. Goal and Scope  

The goal of this analysis is to evaluate, quantify, and present an overview of life cycle GHG 
emissions of the HSRS building as a basis for investigating emission reduction strategies. Figure 4 
shows the life cycle phases and system boundary for the case study. The system boundary is founded 
on the modular life cycle system boundaries as in EN15978: 2011 [31] and defined in accordance with 
the scope of OM: O (operational energy use), which refers to life cycle module B6, the direct carbon 
emissions resulting from fossil fuels and electricity during the operation process; M (materials) 
corresponds to life cycle modules A1–A3 and B4, for the production and replacement of building 
materials, the current scope of embodied GHG emission calculation. Embodied GHG emissions are 
limited from raw material supply to manufacturing of the main products and materials needed, 
which include material inputs to the gate. The replacement of new materials over the building’s 
lifetime has also been included. A building reference study period is set to 50 years in terms of the 
design lifetime (50–100 years) of HSRS based on the standard [47]. The estimated service lifespans of 
different building materials and components are mainly based on average values from product 
suppliers and research literature [48,49].  

The functional unit is expressed as per 1 m2 of unit gross floor area (GFA) over the building 
lifetime, to provide a reference for relevant inputs and outputs, so as to ensure the comparability of 
calculation results. The global warming potential (GWP) is weighted by carbon dioxide equivalents 
(CO2eq) with the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s 100-year horizon method. Thus, life 
cycle GHG emissions (noted as LCCO2eq below) (kg CO2eq/m2·a), GHG emissions per unit construction 
area and one year of building’s service life, can be taken as the functional unit of LCCO2eq of an HSRS 
building. All the calculations follow the principles of an environmental assessment through life cycle 
analysis. The calculation model is as follows.  

LCCO2eq= LCCO2eq(A1-A3) + LCCO2eq(B4) + LCCO2eq(B6) (1)

Here, LCCO2eq(x) refers to the GHG emissions generated from specific (x) life cycle module (A1-
A3, B4 or B6). LCCO2eq represents the total GHG emissions of a function unit in the life cycle. In the 
complete life cycle of an HSRS building, A1–A3, B4, and B6 are together responsible for more than 
90% of total emissions in the case studies [21]. The early design stage has the largest impact on the 
life cycle stages, while controlling transportation/construction, and the end-of-life stage is difficult 
[50]. Additionally, energy performance can be improved by architects and engineers by integrating 
adaptive strategies in the early design stage [51]. Thus, the construction process stage (A4–A5) and 
end-of-life stage (C1–C4) have been excluded in this study. 

 
Figure 4. Life cycle phases of a building and system boundary for the case study [31]. 
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3.1.2. Data Sources 

Building materials referred to in this study are mainly categorized into four parts: wall materials, 
concrete, steel, and mortar. When the case study was carried out, there was an unknown 
environmental product declaration (EPD) providing transparent and consistent information about 
specific CO2eq emission data from the construction material supplier or manufacturers in China. 
Generic CO2eq emission data of construction materials from the Chinese national standard for 
building carbon emission calculation [52] are used, as shown in Table 2. The CO2eq emission data of 
construction materials in terms of insulation, window, and concrete block are taken from a database 
of related research [48,49] when the standard is lacking. Electricity is the only form of energy 
delivered to the case building systems. The annual electric GHG emission factor plays an important 
role in operational emission calculation. Previous research has updated the CO2eq factors for Chinese 
electricity grids in seven regions to determine the organization’s and product’s carbon footprint with 
necessary modifications [53]. The present work considers a specific factor of 1.15 kgCO2eq/kWh [53] 
to calculate the emissions from the electricity, and it is assumed to remain constant during the 
building’s lifetime. The GHG emissions related to energy use can be highly sensitive to the electricity 
emission factor. The current electricity consumed is from the north region power grid, national public 
network. The primary energy resources involved come from coal, hydroelectric and wind. Coal-fired 
electricity generation constitutes approximately 99% of power generation, leading to a high value of 
CO2eq factor. 

Table 2. CO2eq emission data of partial construction materials in the standard [52]. 

Material Type C30 Reinforced Concrete Steel  Cement Sand Stone 
Unit kgCO2eq/m3 kgCO2eq/t kgCO2eq/t kgCO2eq/t kgCO2eq/t 

CO2eq Emission Data 295 2340 735 2.51 5.08 

3.1.3. Material Inventories and Levels of Detail 

Load-bearing structures and building envelope partitions are the main sections in the entire 
building formation stage [8]. Hence, in this study materials inventory is simplified and excludes 
inventory of building services, equipment, and internal finishes. The life cycle material inventories 
for the case study are structured according to the building elements classified in the LCA tool, such 
as groundwork and foundations, load bearing structure, outer walls, inner walls, floor structure, and 
outer roof. In addition, the construction elements of railway stations outside surroundings such as 
railway platforms, platform canopies and loading platforms have not been included in the models 
due to the focus on developing solutions at the individual building level. The data include the most 
up-to-date building details; material properties and related information were collected from building 
constructions in order to build a model to obtain the material quantities data. A quota calculation 
method [54] was chosen to measure the quantities of unclear materials for calculation simplification, 
such as foundations and steel bars in the concrete structure. A 5% and 10% surplus for different 
materials were added in order to account for on-site processes, broken elements, and purchased 
quantities. 

3.2. Implementation of Sensitivity Analysis in Building Models 

Sensitivity analysis (SA) is the observational study of identifying the most influential input 
parameters for the output behaviour in the model. Besides increasing the understanding of the 
relationships between design parameters and objectives of key performance indicators (KPIs), SA can 
be a valuable tool for supporting a design–optimization process, by narrowing the search ranges and 
limiting the number of factors to only the most significant ones. Therefore, it has been broadly used 
in the domain of building performance analysis and explores the highly sensitive parameters 
influencing energy performance for design support in various building types or climate zones [55,56]. 
Two major methods for SA are termed ‘local’ and ‘global’ as summarized in [57]. The global 
sensitivity analysis (GSA), as a more reliable method, includes regression (e.g. SRC), screening 
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methods (e.g. Morris), and variance based (e.g. FAST, Sobol indices) and meta-model approaches. 
When restricted to the quantification of environmental impact, it behaves linearly, with standardized 
regression coefficients (SRC), etc., that can be chosen [57]. Another technique to avoid extensive 
combinations of extreme values is stochastic modelling with the aid of a Monte Carlo simulation or 
Latin hypercube sampling (LHS). In the simulations, a predefined, limited number of combinations 
of random parameters are used to calculate the outcomes [58].  

To simplify the complexity of evaluation, in this study a SA of multiple design variables of 
building envelope in software to operational GHG emissions was performed to evaluate the highly 
sensitive parameters. The results are used for preliminary judgment, to predict optimal design 
strategies, and to conduct further analysis. Design strategies in terms of space and material could not 
be defined as design variables in aided tools; therefore, the analysis was conducted separately and 
manually. The SA method implemented in this study is SRC, with the sampling method of LHS. SRC 
value, as a sensitivity index, is used to describe the relative influence of variability parameters on the 
output results of a model. A high value of SRC indicates that the parameter has a strong influence on 
the results. The output objective of ‘operational CO2eq emissions’ is defined and calculated by 
referring to annual total energy related emissions. 

3.3. BIM-LCA Approach 

For an efficient and systematic connection of building models, energy simulation, and life cycle 
GHG calculation, this study integrated all work based on a ‘building information model (BIM)’ with 
support tools. The case model, built in Autodesk Revit, contains the building model’s geometric, 
space, and some thermal information; therefore, it is referred to as the ‘building information model’. 
For building energy simulation and further design optimization, the ‘building information model’ in 
Autodesk Revit was then converted to the ‘building energy model’ directly, using simulation 
software DesignBuilder with EnergyPlus engine. Some complicated and special components should 
be simplified for making it efficient to run a simulation, but close to the real situations. For instance, 
beams and columns of structures are deleted and some curves of window corners are changed to 
straight lines. The energy used for operation of the building was calculated through specific input 
data for energy simulation. An Excel based LCA tool was used in this study, which was developed 
by the Research Centre for Zero Emission Buildings and verified in life cycle GHG emission 
calculations for numerous case studies and pilot buildings [10,11,59]. Proper categories and 
boundaries are set in order to acquire relevant outputs. Quantities of different materials and 
components have been exported from the Revit/BIM model, and then delivered to the LCA tool for 
detailed GHG calculations. The materials and components contained in the BIM output correspond 
to the categories in the LCA tool. In DesignBuilder, GSA of operational energy emissions was also 
conducted to filter out the highly sensitive parameters, which are the key design strategies of the 
building envelope to be considered. 

4. Case-TJS 

4.1. Case Description 

Almost all medium-sized HSRS buildings in the cold zone follow the characteristics mentioned 
in Section 2.1.2. Additionally, they have a similar structure and envelope pattern and thus the 
variables are limited. The materials used for the building structure were reinforced concrete, and the 
envelope is mostly hollow concrete block with a curtain wall system. Case-TJS is used as a 
representative sample in this study. The results of the analysis are applicable to other medium-sized 
HSRS buildings in China. 

Case-TJS is a 2-story building comprising a ground floor (0F) and a first floor (1F, platform), 
covering a GFA of 8,669 m2. It is located in the Xiqing District, southwest of Tianjin, China. The Xiqing 
district is at 39°N latitude with a mean daily outside relative humidity of 62%–73%. The mean daily 
outside air temperature is 29.3°C in summer and –9.4°C in winter. The case building is composed of 
two parts, the west wing building (rail side) and east wing building below the railway lines or 
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platform (rail below). Typically, the west wing building is representative in space, structure, 
envelope, and materials. The internal height is 30m, the same as the large waiting room. The width 
and depth are 145m and 20m, respectively. Case-TJS is oriented east west, as are other stations in the 
Beijing–Shanghai railway network. The maximum assembling passenger number is about 1000 
people.  

The structural components refer to the column and beams; the foundation and the floor slab are 
composed of reinforced concrete, others being steel truss structures in the west wing roof. The 
external walls contain a small concrete hollow block, 100mm Rockwool (west wing) or 60mm 
polystyrene (east wing) insulation with an ETERPAN fibre cement board. A double low-E glazing 
glass curtain wall was used as a waiting hall envelope. The outer roof of the west wing consists of 
100mm of aluminium foil glass wool insulation with colour steel lamellas for the sunscreen. The east 
wing roof is mainly covered with a reinforced concrete slab and 80mm extruded polystyrene (XPS) 
insulation. No skylights and solar thermal collectors are currently installed on the roof. The floor is 
decking with 30mm of XPS insulation, fine stone concrete, and granite.  

4.2. Parameter Setting for Simulation 

Figure 5 (a) shows the building information model built in Autodesk Revit. Figure 5 (b) shows 
the building energy model in the simulation software DesignBuilder. The meteorological data used 
for the simulation correspond to the local climate, according to the Chinese Standard Weather Data. 
Heated rooms, such as the waiting hall and office, are the primary areas with floor heating and XPS 
insulation. The indoor design parameters of occupancy, the HVAC system, lighting, and domestic 
hot water (DHW) are in accordance with the real condition and code for design of a railway passenger 
station [39], and are shown in Table 3. The waiting hall/room is a typical feature in station buildings; 
the parameter in these areas is particularly important. The occupancy density of the waiting hall is 
determined as 0.12 persons/m2 considering the high mobility and regularity of passengers. To achieve 
satisfactory levels of thermal comfort in summer, most railway stations in cold regions have a central 
air conditioning system. Electric power is needed for energy supply solutions. The building has a 
balanced mechanical ventilation system equipped with a heat recovery unit. The variable air volume 
ventilation operates a mixed flow in the waiting and ticket room: the fresh air is supplied into the 
building from the top and is extracted down into devices below. Standard hygienic flow rates are 
imposed, with minimum fresh air 2.778 l/s per person. The building is equipped with electric water 
to the water/ground source heat pump (GSHP) to cover the thermal needs (i.e. space heating and 
cooling). A floor heating system is used in the waiting room. The value of the whole system seasonal 
coefficient of performance (SCOP) in heating and the energy efficiency ratio (SEER) in cooling for 
specific pump power is set to 4.0 and 4.8 respectively. The heat pump produces hot water with a 
temperature of 45°C in winter, and cold water combined with air-to-water chillers in summer (supply 
temperature of 12°C). The energy consumption of fans, pumps and other auxiliary equipment is 
calculated. The consumption rate of 0.4 l/m2·day is supplied for DHW with a draw-off temperature 
set at 65°C. These reflect the practices in modern medium-sized HSRS buildings. The operation 
schedule is from 05:00 to 23:00, in keeping with the existing train time of day scheduling in Case-TJS. 
The indoor illuminance of the waiting room is controlled to be 200lux and the power density is 8 
W/m2. 
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(a) (b) 

Figure 5. (a) Bird's eye view of building information model (BIM) in Revit; (b) Building energy model 
in DesignBuilder. 

Table 3. Design parameters for the occupancy, HVAC system, lighting, and DHW. 

Design Parameters Values 
Occupancy Density（persons/m2） 0.12 (waiting room) 

 
 
 
 
 

HVAC system 

Heating 

Heating design 
temperature 18℃ (waiting room)  

SCOP 4.0 (GSHP, electricity) 

Operating schedule 15th November–15th March; 5:00–
23:00 on 

Cooling 

Cooling design 
temperature 28℃ (waiting room) 

SEER 4.8 (GSHP, electricity) 

Operating schedule 15th May–15th September; 5:00–23:00 
on 

Mechanical ventilation–air 
exchange 2–3/h 

Minimum fresh air (l/s·person) 2.778 
 

Lighting 
efficiency 

Illuminance (lux) 200 (waiting room) 
Power density(w/m2) 8(waiting room)/6(others) 
Operating schedule 5:00–23:00 every day, whole year 

DHW  Consumption rate (l/ m2·day) 0.4 

5. Results and Discussion 

5.1. LCCO2eq by Life Cycle Module 

According to energy simulation results shown in Figure 6, the total annual electricity 
consumption for the building is 706,523 kWh/year, including heating, cooling, lighting, fans and 
pumps, and DHW. The operation energy use per unit area of the case building is 81.5 kWh/m2·a, 
corresponding to operational energy emissions of 94 kgCO2eq/m2·a, as electric CO2eq factor is 1.15 
kgCO2eq/kWh. Heating and cooling are the main energy consumers in Case-TJS, followed by lighting, 
which is consistent with the previous study about large-sized HSRS buildings [22]. 

Figure 7 shows the contribution of different life cycle modules in GHG emissions, assuming a 
50-year life span. The total LCCO2eq is calculated to be 115 kgCO2eq/m2·a. The majority of emissions 
apparently occur during the operational energy use phase (O, or B6), constituting a percentage of 
81%. Thus, operational energy emissions are much more dominant than embodied GHG emissions 
for the case study. This can mainly be due of the high emission factor used for the grid. As a previous 
analysis shows, low utilization of vertical height is perhaps also a reason for not only high energy 
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consumption and associated emissions in domestic HSRS buildings, but also low occupant density 
of the waiting room. Construction material emissions from the production and replacement phases 
(A1–A3 and B4) contribute 14.1% and 4.7% respectively, with a high level of 22 kgCO2eq/m2·a in total, 
compared to other building typologies. The embodied GHG emissions of life cycle module A1–A3 is 
3.0 times that of module B4. The calculation results also highlight the significance of embodied GHG 
emissions, accounting for approximately 19% of GHG emissions generated from the life cycle of 
HSRS buildings. 

 
Figure 6. Distribution of annual operational energy use (kWh/m2·a). 

 
Figure 7. GHG emissions per life cycle module (kgCO2eq/m2·a). 

5.2. Embodied GHG Emissions of Building Materials 

5.2.1. Embodied GHG Emissions by Building Elements 

This study detailed the embodied GHG emissions of each section in life cycle modules A1–A3 
and B4. The embodied GHG emissions of different building elements and the percentage they 
constitute are summarized in Table 4. The results show that outer walls are the largest contributor to 
high embodied GHG emissions across the building elements, contributing approximately 48% to total 
embodied GHG emissions; the load bearing structure contributes approximately 26%; the floor 
structure and outer roof contribute approximately 10% equally; while groundwork, foundations, and 
inner walls contribute the least. A breakdown of embodied GHG emissions by each building element 
is shown in Figure 8. Outer walls and load-bearing structures are main drivers for high embodied 
GHG emissions because they constitute the main construction elements of the building and use 
materials with high embodied GHG emissions such as reinforced concrete and steel.  
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Table 4. GHG emissions per building element and the proportion that they constitute. 

 

Life Cycle Module A1-A3 Life Cycle Module B4 Life Cycle Module A1-A3, 
B4 

CO2eq 
Emissions 

(kgCO2eq/m2·a) 

Percentage 
(%) 

CO2eq 
Emissions 

(kgCO2eq/m2·a) 

Percentage 
(%) 

CO2eq 
Emissions 

(kgCO2eq/m2·a) 

Percentage 
(%) 

Groundwork, 
foundations 

0.58 3.56 0 0 0.58 2.67 

Load bearing 
structure 

5.65 34.61 0 0 5.65 25.98 

Outer walls 6.19 37.92 4.17 77.13 10.37 47.68 
Inner walls 0.60 3.69 0 0 0.60 2.76 

Floor 
structure 1.68 10.29 0.47 8.77 2.16 9.93 

Outer roof 1.62 9.92 0.76 14.10 2.38 10.94 
Total  16.34 100 5.41 100 21.75 100 

 
Figure 8. Comparison of embodied GHG emissions by building elements. 

5.2.2. Embodied GHG Emissions by Construction Materials 

Figure 9 shows the embodied GHG emissions by major construction materials. The blue 
histogram represents emission results from material production phases (A1–A3) of each material and 
the proportion they constitute out of all the materials, while the orange histogram represents 
emission results from the material replacement phase (B4). By analyzing the blue histogram, the 
highest GHG emissions are generated from three types of construction materials—concrete, steel, and 
insulation materials—contributing nearly 71% totally to GHG emissions of material production. Of 
these emissions, more than half (ca. 52% total) are generated from concrete and steel materials, which 
are the design drivers. For an HSRS building, a large waiting room space means a large span and 
greater height. The former requires higher structural strength and will lead to high use of steel 
material from steel roof and reinforced concrete structure, such as load bearing (architectural beam 
and column). The concrete consumption will increase to support the greater height as well.  

However, when comparing the GHG emissions that belong to material replacement (see orange 
histogram in Figure 9), a big difference in trend can be found, as follows: the high GHG emissions of 
material replacement are mainly from three types of construction materials—insulation material, 
windows, and plaster—among which insulation material is the design driver. This distribution is 
caused by the lower service life of these materials: 25 years. Thus, during the buildings’ 50-year life 
span, insulation materials, windows, and plaster are required to be replaced once. If comparing the 
total embodied GHG emissions (A1–A3, B4), the insulation emission would be much greater than 
that of other materials. 
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Figure 9. Level of material inventory detail and comparison of embodied GHG emissions. 

5.3. Reduction Strategies of Life Cycle GHG Emissions 

The case originally aimed at evaluating LCCO2eq to extract design drivers and influences. It is 
believed that high emissions are affected by three aspects of buildings: space, envelope, and 
materials. Due to stringent energy requirements of design standard and energy efficiency 
improvement [38], the reduction possibilities in operational energy emissions by means of an energy 
system are obvious. The building energy consumption of the case study, indeed, is lower compared 
to that of other conventional railway station buildings [20], mainly due to the usage of the high 
performance system heat pump. However, in this article, the main attention has been paid to the 
building performance at the design level (or, passive strategies) rather than service systems such as 
HVAC. A building envelope—especially outer wall, roof, and glass curtain wall—has an impact on 
the energy performance of buildings and the main building elements for GHG calculation. Therefore, 
for an HSRS building as specific typology, reduction possibilities and potentials of LCCO2eq should 
be identified on building space, building envelope, and material, as the scope of design strategies. 

5.3.1. Reduction Strategies of Operational GHG Emissions 

Optimizing Building Space 

The space of Case-TJS was optimized in two ways: changing the height and area of the waiting 
room. The height of the west wing building was reduced from 30m, 25m, to 20m, itemized as strategy 
H1, H2, and H3, respectively. The operational GHG emissions decrease by 15.7% and total LCCO2eq 
decreases by 15.0% from strategy H1 to H3. Embodied GHG emissions decrease by up to 12.3% and 
see a significant reduction. This is because, with the decline of the building height, the enclosed 
volume to use energy for heating and cooling is reduced. Meanwhile, fewer materials of outer walls 
and the load bearing structure are consumed. The area of the waiting room was reduced from 2346m2, 
1313 m2, to 657m2 through functional adjustment, itemized as strategy A1, A2, and A3, respectively. It 
also resulted in more enclosed space being opened without heating and cooling for passengers going 
through the building to the platform in half an hour. Due to the fact that the area of the waiting room 
is determined by the maximum number of passengers (H), this change assumed that 0%H, 36%H, 
and 72%H can check in directly, while others remain in the enclosed waiting room. Although 
embodied GHG emissions remain unchanged, the operational GHG emissions decrease greatly, by 
up to 24.8%, leading to a decrease in the total GHG emissions by 20.1%. 

Optimizing Building Envelope 

The design variables are quantified using a computational tool, combining options into 256 
samples (4×4×4×4). From the SA results shown in Table 5, it can be determined that the glazing type 
has the most correlative influence on operational GHG emissions, with the largest SRC value, 
followed by external walls and outer roof constructions. By linear regression analysis results together 
with SA, deterministic coefficient adjusted R2 of regression equation reaches 0.97, which indicates 
that there is a strong linear relationship between design variables and operational GHG emissions. 
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After correlation and regression analysis, glazing type was selected as an optimal design variable of 
envelope to make changes for emission reduction. The double low-E glazing type of curtain walls 
(8+12Air+8) and windows (6+9Air+6) was changed in the case building to double low-E coated 
glazing (6+12Air+6) and double low-E insulated glazing (6+12Argon+6), with different specific 
parameters (U-value, Solar Heat Gain Coefficient—SHGC), itemized as strategy UG1, UG2, and UG3. As 
a result, the impacts decrease by 7.7% during the operational phase from strategy UG1 to UG3 because 
of the change with high performance and low emissivity materials. Embodied GHG emissions 
decrease by 6.8%. In addition, an optimal solution is taken from the samples simultaneously (see 
Table 5), which could be used in the comprehensive comparison of different optimization scenarios 
with multiple strategies. 

Table 5. Design variables matrix for SA, SRC values, and optimal solution. 

 Design 
Variables 

Range/values 
Number of 

Design 
Options 

SRC 
Value 

Case 
Building 

Optimal 
Solution 

1 

External wall 
construction 
(insulation 
thickness) 

0.5cm(U=0.56W/m2·K) 4 options 0.42   
1.0cm(U=0.42W/m2·K)   •*  
2.0cm(U=0.27W/m2·K)     
3.0cm(U=0.20W/m2·K)    • 

2 

Outer roof 
construction 
(insulation 
thickness) 

0.5cm(U=0.64W/m2·K) 4 options 0.39   
1.0cm(U=0.33W/m2·K)   •  
2.0cm(U=0.17W/m2·K)    • 
3.0cm(U=0.12W/m2·K)     

3 Glazing type  
(U-value) 

Double low-E insulated glazing 
(U=1.4W/m2·K, SHGC=0.30) 4 options 0.87  • 

Double low-E coated glazing 
(U=1.7W/m2·K, SHGC=0.50) 

    

Double low-E glazing 
(U=2.2W/m2·K, SHGC=0.63) 

  •  

Double clear float glazing 
(U=2.8W/m2·K, SHGC=0.70)     

4 
Local shading  

(projection 
louver) 

0 4 options 0.19 •  
0.5m     
1.0m     
1.5m    • 

* dot denotes the corresponding value in “Range/values” column that was used in case building or selected in 
optimal solution. 

5.3.2. Reduction Strategies of Embodied Emissions 

Construction materials could be optimized with regard to embodied emissions, by alternative 
building design and material solutions. In life cycle GHG calculations, it is assumed that material 
alternatives only change emission data or the service life of materials, while technical properties such 
as load bearing capacity and thermal performance remain the same as before. 

Substitution of Construction Materials 

The above analysis reveals that concrete and steel are the main contributors for embodied GHG 
emissions from materials. No recycled or reused materials are used in reality, itemized as strategy S1 
for comparison. In reduction strategies, low embodied carbon materials are chosen. As a reference, 
railway stations can be evaluated at a good level in material utilization if the percentage weight of 
recycled and reused materials is more than 20% of that of total construction materials [60]. To reach 
the 20% target, recycled aggregate concrete and recycled steel were substituted for 30% of reinforced 
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concrete and structural steel in the case building, itemized as strategy S3. It represents the weight of 
recycled aggregate concrete and recycled steel, constituting 20% of the total amount of concrete and 
steel. In addition, 15% of reinforced concrete and structural steel were substituted by recycled 
aggregate concrete and recycled steel, itemized as strategy S2. Incorporating the recycled concrete 
and steel in calculations can help reduce embodied GHG emission impacts arising from materials, 
although there is little influence on total GHG emissions (a 0.7% reduction). 

Service Life Extension of Insulation Material 

Maximizing the use of materials can reduce the number of times replacements are required 
during building operation; therefore, it has a great effect on replacement. The service life of insulation 
increased from 25 years to 35 years and 50 years compared to the case building, itemized as strategy 
E1, E2, and E3. The result reveals that embodied GHG emissions greatly decrease up to 15%, while 
total GHG emissions reduce by 2.8% after extending the service life of materials from 25 years to 50 
years. Single strategies optimized in the case building and GHG emissions are presented in Table 6 
and the histogram given in Figure 10. 

Table 6. Single strategies optimized in the case building and GHG emissions (kgCO2eq/m2·a). 

Single Strategies 
Embodied GHG Emissions Operational  

GHG 
Emissions 

Total Life Cycle 
GHG Emissions Module 

A1–A3 
Module 

B4 
Total 

Modules 
Case building (H1/ 

A1/ UG1/ S1/ E1)  16.34 5.41 21.75 93.73 115.48 

H2=25m 15.58 5.06 20.64 83.54 104.18 
H3=20m 14.63 4.45 19.08 78.98 98.06 

Reduction (%) * −10.5% −17.7% −12.3% −15.7% −15.0% 
A2=1313m2 16.34 5.41 21.75 76.39 98.14 
A3=657m2 16.34 5.41 21.75 70.46 92.21 

Reduction (%) * - - - −24.8% −20.1% 
UG2=1.7W/m2·K 15.79 4.86 20.65 90.15 110.80 
UG3=1.4W/m2·K 15.60 4.67 20.27 86.51 106.78 
Reduction (%) * −4.5% −13.6% −6.8% −7.7% −7.5% 
S2=15% recycled 
concrete + steel 

15.93 5.41 21.34 93.73 115.07 

S3=30% recycled 
concrete + steel 

15.52 5.41 20.93 93.73 114.66 

Reduction (%) * −5.0% - −3.7% - −0.7% 
E2= 35, service life  16.34 5.41 21.75 93.73 115.48 
E3= 50, service life 16.34 2.15 18.49 93.73 112.22 

Reduction (%) * - −60.2% −15.0% - −2.8% 
* denotes the GHG emissions reduction (%) of building optimized by single strategies (H3, A3, UG3, S3, E3) 
compared to the reference (H1, A1, UG1, S1, E1) in each column. 
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Figure 10. GHG emissions of case building with different single strategies. 

5.3.3. Reduction Potential Analysis of Life Cycle GHG Emissions 

In order to evaluate the reduction potential comprehensively, three optimization scenarios with 
multiple strategies were proposed under new simulation and calculation: space, envelope, and 
material optimization. Space optimization corresponds with the optimal single strategy such as H3 
and A3 that were integrated in the case. Envelope optimization corresponds to an optimal solution in 
Table 5 that was integrated in the case. Optimal single strategy S3 and E3 were integrated as material 
optimization. Figure 11 shows the annual operation energy use in all three scenarios. In scenario 1, 
the operational energy use of the case building was reduced to 50–60 kWh/m2·a, which is close to the 
median value in offices or schools shown in Figure 1. A comparison was made between the total GHG 
emission results of optimization scenarios, as summarized in Table 7. Taking the origin case as a 
reference, it can be seen that space optimization has the greatest reduction potential of total GHG 
emissions, with a reduction percentage of 28.2%. There are fewer changes relatively in total GHG 
emissions under material optimization, but it contributes to a 3.5% reduction. In this study, if these 
three optimizations are all integrated into the case with model adjustments and updated parameters, 
the total GHG emissions will decrease up to 33.8% after recalculation. 

Figure 11. Annual operation energy use in all three scenarios (kWh/m2·a). 
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Table 7. Summary of the life cycle GHG emission results of different optimization scenarios 
(kgCO2eq/m2·a). 

 
Space 

Optimization 
(H3, A3 in Table 1) 

Envelope Optimization 
(optimal solution in 

Table 1) 

Material 
Optimization 

(S3, E3 in Table 1) 
A1-A3 14.63 15.60 15.52 

B4 4.45 4.67 2.15 
B6 63.80 80.01 93.73 

Embodied GHG 
emissions 19.08 20.27 17.67 

Total GHG emissions  82.88 100.28 111.4 
Reduction (%) *  –28.2% –13.1% –3.5% 

* denotes the reduction value (%) of total GHG emissions in optimization scenarios compared to the reference 
value (115 kgCO2eq/m2·a). 

There are key reductions in operational GHG emissions when space form varies, indicating that 
optimizing building space has great potential for reducing energy associated GHG emissions, 
especially by reducing the area of enclosed waiting rooms. Improving the waiting behaviour of 
passengers is significant for emission reduction on the assumption that more passengers can check 
in directly. The result is consistent with the previous study [61], which indicates the key link between 
the operation phase and emissions reduction for similar large space public buildings such as museum 
buildings in China. Compared with a Swedish HSRS building [27], the result is reversed: construction 
and maintenance are more dominant in GHG emissions, while operation gives just a small 
contribution as a result of used green electric power. Therefore, it is meaningful to study HSRS 
buildings in different regions. 

It should be noticed that the linear relationship between operational GHG emissions and area is 
not evident, as investigated in [16] the regarding correlation between energy consumption and station 
area. In energy simulations of this study, energy use from the waiting room accounts approximately 
for 60% of total energy consumption from all operating rooms. Although the energy use of the 
waiting room could greatly decrease, the energy consumed in other rooms including the booking 
hall, offices and commercials remains unchanged. Lighting and DHW constitute 36% in annual 
operational energy use, but they are not sensible when waiting room area changes are a necessary 
service for passengers in semi-open areas. This is why operational GHG emissions reduce only by 
24% when the area of the waiting room reduces drastically from 2346 m2 to 657 m2 by 72%.  

Another focus should be on using low emissivity and high performance materials/components, 
e.g., glazing type. In terms of embodied GHG emission reduction, extending the service life of 
insulation material contributes the most, followed by optimizing space. Using recycled concrete and 
steel has a relatively minimal impact. In practice, recycled materials are usually insufficient and the 
amount for substitution is limited. In order to minimize embodied GHG emissions, efforts should be 
made to choose robust insulation materials (i.e. longer service life) and to reduce the amount of 
materials. Recycled concrete and steel with low emissions could also be used to make contributions 
more or less.  

In three scenarios, space optimization can greatly reduce operational as well as embodied GHG 
emissions, indicating the significance of space design in emission reduction during the architectural 
design process. The reduction potential of total GHG emissions from envelope optimization comes 
from the performance improvement in terms of thermal properties and low emissivity. However, this 
improvement is limited because newly built HSRS buildings have up to or over the required standard 
values on envelope [38], whereas stricter performance costs more. Generally, compared to the 
innovative incorporation of state-of-the-art materials and technology to drive down emissions 
relating to the operational phase, the process of space optimization in buildings is deemed time 
saving and is economically applicable.  

As life cycle GHG emissions calculations are developed, the robustness of these results against 
uncertainties should be noticed. The choice of electricity grid factor has a large influence on 
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operational GHG emissions. If assuming factor value of the current grid of 0.361 kgCO2eq/kWh in the 
EU [62], the operational GHG emissions could be close to the embodied GHG emissions. The future 
studies should test different scenarios with the decarbonization of the electricity grid over building 
lifespan. The life cycle analysis presented in this study also involves a number of simplifications and 
generalisations. The emission factors of construction materials use generic data from standard and 
research databases, although these factors may vary in a specific practice. The construction materials 
have been limited to civil engineering excluding building services. Results are therefore discussed 
for these specific contexts. Although simplified, this framework of analysis is nevertheless 
representative for most of the medium-sized HSRS buildings in the cold zone. 

The proposed BIM-LCA method connects LCA with BIM and comprehensively applies different 
software for study systematically, however, there are some limitations. Although the simulation 
software DesignBuilder has improved abilities to analyze the Revit models, some incompatibility 
problems occur, especially when the model is established in a more complex way. Non-linear 
geometric primitives should be simplified. For the Case-TJS, most of the origin components in the 
Revit model have been imported into Designbuilder for smoother energy analysis, which plays a 
positive role in the BIM-LCA method. 

6. Conclusions 

Previous research usually does not pay sufficient attention to HSRS buildings from the direct 
perspective of life cycle GHG emissions and how to reduce GHG emissions. Therefore, this article set 
out to evaluate and present the life cycle GHG emissions (LCCO2eq) of an HSRS building in a cold 
zone, China to extract the design drivers in terms of operational and embodied GHG emissions. 
Design drivers and reduction strategies were examined in order to assess their potential as strategies 
for reduced GHG emissions from a functional and architectural point of view. This paper proposed 
a detailed methodology for the development and assessment of emission reduction strategies 
through LCA, combined with BIM technology. The Case-TJS, a medium-sized HSRS building, was 
selected as a representative example for a case study. This study comes to the following conclusions: 
(1) Emission reduction measures in an HSRS building should focus more on space design in the early 

stage of architectural design. Although the GHG emission mitigation strategy related to the 
substitution of materials presents the lowest potential for total GHG emissions reduction, 
significant embodied emission reduction can be achieved by choosing insulation materials with 
longer service life.  

(2) The LCCO2eq of an HSRS building for design analysis were assessed using 3 system boundaries: 
life cycle modules A1–A3 and B4 for the production and replacement of building materials, and 
life cycle module B6 for operational energy use. The BIM-LCA approach shows how modelling 
tools help analysis identify in GHG reduction strategies in complex buildings such as HSRS. 

(3) The main objective of the GHG reduction strategies in HSRS buildings is to minimize the total 
GHG emissions related to operational energy and, ultimately, the embodied emissions from 
materials. 

(4) The drivers for the highest embodied GHG emissions were from concrete, steel, and insulation 
materials used in the main load bearing structures and outer wall components. 
In summary, this paper contributes to research by identifying strategies to reducing GHG 

emissions with a focus on the HSRS building typology which is a particular type of large space public 
building in China. It is anticipated that the research results that might significantly reduce GHG 
emissions in HSRS buildings would have a positive impact on the mitigation of current climate 
change effects. The results for GHG emissions and reduction strategies also provide guidance to help 
inform design and construction decisions of similar projects and large space public buildings. 
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