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Abstract: Currently, high-temperature risk assessments of crops at the regional scale are usually
conducted by comparing the observed air temperature at ground stations or via the remote sensing
inversion of canopy temperature (such as MODIS (moderate-resolution imaging spectroradiometer)
land surface temperature (LST)) with the threshold temperature of the crop. Since this threshold
is based on the absolute temperature value, it is difficult to account for changes in environmental
conditions and crop canopy information between different regions and different years in the evaluation
model. In this study, MODIS LST products were used to establish an evaluation model (spatiotemporal
deviation mean (STDM)) and a classification method to determine maize-growing areas at risk of
high temperatures at the regional scale. The study area was the Huang-Huai-Hai River plain of China
where maize is grown and high temperatures occur frequently. The spatiotemporal distribution of
the high-temperature risk of summer maize was determined in the study area from 2003 to 2018.
The results demonstrate the applicability of the model at the regional scale. The distribution of
high-temperature risk in the Huang-Huai-Hai region was consistent with the actual temperature
measurements. The temperatures in the northwestern, southwestern, and southern parts were
relatively high and the area was classified as a stable zone. Shijiazhuang, Jiaozuo, Weinan, Xi’an,
and Xianyang city were located in a zone of increasing high temperatures. The regions with a
stable high-temperature risk were Xiangfan, Yuncheng, and Luoyang city. Areas of decreasing high
temperatures were Handan, Xingtai, Bozhou, Fuyang, Nanyang, Linfen, and Pingdingshan city.
Areas that need to focus on preventing high-temperature risks include Luoyang, Yuncheng, Xianyang,
Weinan, and Xi’an city. This study provides a new method for the detailed evaluation of regional
high-temperature risk and data support.

Keywords: MODIS LST; spatiotemporal deviation; high-temperature risk; maize

1. Introduction

Maize is a thermophilic crop, but high temperatures have an adverse impact on its growth and
development [1–5]. Climate change has aggravated the risk of high temperatures in temperate regions.
For example, China’s Huang-Huai-Hai summer maize planting area has suffered a large-scale reduction
due to the decline in corn pollen viability from high temperatures (>34 ◦C) in the flowering period from
2013 to 2018. The poor resistance of existing maize varieties in this region and inadequate knowledge
of farmers and agricultural departments pertaining to the location of high risk areas and the occurrence
of high temperatures have led to the failure to implement timely risk reduction measures in many areas,
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thereby resulting in low maize production in many areas [3,4]. The high-temperature risk assessment
of crops is a research topic with broad and current interest.

At present, there are three main research methods that have been used to assess the spatiotemporal
distribution of the high-temperature risk of crops at the regional scale: (1) The interpolation of
temperature data obtained from meteorological stations; (2) the surface temperature inversions using
remote sensing data; (3) regression methods based on surface temperature inversion.

In the temperature interpolation method, the temperature threshold of the crop is the atmospheric
temperature threshold (i.e., 34 ◦C for maize in the flowering period) and it can be directly determined
whether there is a high-temperature risk based on observations obtained from meteorological stations.
The regional distribution of high-temperature risks is obtained by performing spatial interpolation of the
temperature data at meteorological stations. For example, Liu [6] investigated the spatial distribution
of high-temperature heat damage during the flowering period of maize in Huang-Huai-Hai using
temperature data obtained from meteorological stations. Liang et al. [7] explored the temporal and
spatial variation trends and extreme probability distribution of the high-temperature heat damage of
early rice in China using meteorological temperature data. Meteorological stations provide accurate and
near-real-time point-based temperature data. However, due to the limited number of meteorological
stations and terrain influences, the observed temperature data only represent local conditions for
a small region. At the regional scale, such as the Huang-Huai-Hai summer maize planting area,
the interpolated data have low precision, and their ability to describe spatial heterogeneity over
a wide range of temperatures is limited, especially their ability to assess high temperatures [8,9].
Moreover, most meteorological stations are located near urban areas, while agricultural areas are
poorly represented.

The surface temperature inversion method based on remote sensing data is based on the principle
of thermal radiation and reflection and the infrared band of remote sensing images is used to calculate
the surface temperature. The split window method is used to retrieve the land surface temperature
(LST) based on differential water vapor absorption in two adjacent infrared channels [10]. The basis of
the split window algorithm is that the radiance attenuation for atmospheric absorption is proportional
to the radiance difference of simultaneous measurements at two different wavelengths, each subject
to different amounts of atmospheric absorption [11].Generally, split-window and daytime/nighttime
land surface temperature (LST) algorithms are used to calculate the surface temperature [12,13];
the inversion parameters are adjusted according to land use/cover, surface moisture, roughness, and
viewing angles [14]. Ri [15] proposed an improved surface temperature inversion algorithm based
on Terra/MODIS LST data and observed an improvement in inversion accuracy. Wang and He [16]
improved the split-window algorithm to ensure that the inversion temperature data were consistent
with the land use type of agricultural areas to improve the accuracy of the results for agricultural
applications. Surface temperature data based on remote sensing images have the characteristics of
large-scale continuity and high temporal resolution. However, the thermal infrared band of remote
sensing images is affected by atmospheric conditions, especially during rainy summers, and extensive
cloud cover will lead to missing values in the images [17,18]. In addition, the surface temperature is
not equal to the atmospheric temperature, and an atmospheric temperature threshold cannot be used
to identify a high-temperature risk.

In the regression method based on surface inversion products, a relationship is established
between LST and meteorological temperature data; this method has been used for regional temperature
risk assessment. Zhu et al. [19] used MODIS LST data to estimate the daily maximum and minimum
temperatures. Huang et al. [20] estimated the daily average temperature based on MODIS LST data
and conducted spatiotemporal interpolation to create a spatially continuous daily average temperature
map. The combination of remote sensing data and meteorological data has been used to obtain
regional-scale temperature distribution maps with high spatial resolution. However, for large-scale and
inter-annual high-temperature risk assessment research, the relationship between surface temperatures
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and atmospheric temperatures needs to be repeatedly calibrated due to complex and variable crop
canopy information and environmental factors such as light, temperature, and moisture [21].

Current regional-scale high-temperature risk assessment methods (such as killing degree days
model [22,23]) commonly focus on the absolute temperature threshold for crop growth, calculate
the temperature at each location, or use inversion methods to determine the temperature based on
ground temperatures (such as MODIS LST). MODIS LST data represent the temperature of the land
surface [24], while the meteorological temperature are point-based data of the atmospheric temperature
at 1.5 m above ground. Therefore, a discrepancy exists between the MODIS LST and the temperature
of the meteorological stations [25,26]. Moreover, the meteorological temperatures cannot be used to
determine the threshold for high-temperature risk assessment based on remote sensing data. Moreover,
repeated calibrations are required when using the temperature regression method based on surface
inversion products for large-scale and inter-annual analysis [25,27,28].

Data inversion and risk assessment based on the absolute temperature threshold are hampered by
complex and ever-changing environmental factors and crop canopy conditions [29]. Environmental and
crop impacts can be considered as systematic errors in the same ecological zone. If this systematic error
is uniformly eliminated, the modified temperature (i.e., the relative surface temperature rather than the
absolute temperature) of each spatial unit in the respective ecological zone can be used to determine
high- or low-temperature risks, and repeated calibrations are not required. High-temperature risk
of Huang-Huai-Hai summer maize region in China usually happens in July–August. The deviation
between the inversion temperature of each spatial unit and the regional mean during this time can be
used to express the risk of high temperature.

In this study, we focused on the Huang-Huai-Hai summer maize region in China and used
MODIS LST products to develop a relative high-temperature risk assessment model and hierarchical
classification method, based on which, we explored the changes of regional relative high temperatures
during 2003–2018.

2. Materials and Methods

2.1. Study Area

The study area, Huang-Huai-Hai summer maize region, is located in North China plain (31 to
40◦ N and 107 to 123◦ E), including the Shandong and Henan provinces, most of Beijing, Tianjin,
and Hebei, the southern regions of Shanxi and Shaanxi, and the northern regions of Jiangsu, Anhui,
and Hubei [2,30,31] (Figure 1). The Huang-Huai-Hai summer maize region is one of the largest
maize-producing areas in China. There are four distinct seasons and the same number of periods
for rain and heat. The annual solar radiation is 4605–5860 MJ/m2, the annual sunshine hours are
2300–2800 h, the annual average temperature is 10–15 ◦C, the average summer temperature is 28–32 ◦C,
and the accumulated temperature of ≥10 ◦C for the whole year is 3600–4900 ◦C. Rainfall is relatively
abundant but occurs mainly in the summer. The rainfall in July and August accounts for more than
70% of annual rainfall and is characterized by high rainfall concentration, high temperatures, and large
evaporation [32].

The land cover types of the study area generated from the Collections 5.1 MODIS land cover
type product MCD12Q1 [33,34] and maize cropland data are shown in Figure 1. Only six general
land cover classes are displayed in Figure 1. This area is mainly dominated by cropland, urban, and
woodland. In the study area, there are 79 national meteorological observation stations, which is
inadequate for an area of about 700,000 km2. In terms of spatial distribution, these meteorological
stations are mostly distributed near towns (Figure 1), which means that they are relatively weak in
representing farmland temperatures.



Sustainability 2019, 11, 6601 4 of 15Sustainability 2019, 11, x FOR PEER REVIEW 4 of 16 

Figure 1. Study area. 

2.2. Data Source 

The MYD11A1 product, which is the L3 LST product (V006 version), was derived from the daily 
LST data provided by the MODIS sensor on the AQUA satellite and was downloaded from the Land 
Processes Distributed Active Archive Center (LP DAAC) website. The characteristics of the 
MYD11A1 product are shown in Table 1. 

Table 1. Introduction of the characteristics of MYD11A1 remote sensing products. 

Characteristic Description 
Collection Aqua MODIS 
File Size ~2 MB 

Temporal Resolution Daily 
Temporal Extent 2002-07-04 to Present 

Spatial Extent Global 
Coordinate System Sinusoidal 

File Format HDF-EOS 
Geographic Dimensions 1200 km × 1200 km 

Number of Science Dataset (SDS) Layers 12 
Columns/Rows 1200 × 1200 

Pixel Size 1000 m 

The period during which corn is susceptible to high temperatures extends from July to August 
when flowering and filling occur [35]. During the flowering period, high temperatures affect the 
pollen activity of corn, which in turn affects fruiting [36,37]. In the grain filling period [38], high 
temperatures result in accelerated physiological and biochemical reaction rates of maize, which leads 
to a shortening of the filling period, which affects the dry matter accumulation of maize [29,38,39]. 
Therefore, we used the MYD11A1 product from July to August of 2003–2018. The product is based 
on the split-window algorithm using the thermal infrared bands 31 (10.78–11.28 m) and 32 (11.77–
12.27 m) [40]. The temporal resolution is 1 d and the spatial resolution is 1 km. The images are stored 
in the HDF format, and the image size is 1200 (rows) × 1200 (columns); a total of 12 sub-datasets were 
used. There exists 2 LST data records per day, which pass over the study site (local solar time), mostly 
around 1:30 am and 13:30 pm. These times are relatively close to the times of the maximum and 
minimum temperature daily data. The introduction of each band of MYD11A1 is shown in Table 2. 
In order to completely cover the Huang-Huai-Hai summer maize region, we used four daily remote 
sensing images (h26v04, h26v05, h27v05, and h28v05). In total, 3968 images were used for the study 
period (2003–2018). 

Figure 1. Study area.

2.2. Data Source

The MYD11A1 product, which is the L3 LST product (V006 version), was derived from the daily
LST data provided by the MODIS sensor on the AQUA satellite and was downloaded from the Land
Processes Distributed Active Archive Center (LP DAAC) website. The characteristics of the MYD11A1
product are shown in Table 1.

Table 1. Introduction of the characteristics of MYD11A1 remote sensing products.

Characteristic Description

Collection Aqua MODIS
File Size ~2 MB

Temporal Resolution Daily
Temporal Extent 2002-07-04 to Present

Spatial Extent Global
Coordinate System Sinusoidal

File Format HDF-EOS
Geographic Dimensions 1200 km × 1200 km

Number of Science Dataset (SDS) Layers 12
Columns/Rows 1200 × 1200

Pixel Size 1000 m

The period during which corn is susceptible to high temperatures extends from July to August
when flowering and filling occur [35]. During the flowering period, high temperatures affect the pollen
activity of corn, which in turn affects fruiting [36,37]. In the grain filling period [38], high temperatures
result in accelerated physiological and biochemical reaction rates of maize, which leads to a shortening
of the filling period, which affects the dry matter accumulation of maize [29,38,39]. Therefore, we used
the MYD11A1 product from July to August of 2003–2018. The product is based on the split-window
algorithm using the thermal infrared bands 31 (10.78–11.28 m) and 32 (11.77–12.27 m) [40]. The temporal
resolution is 1 d and the spatial resolution is 1 km. The images are stored in the HDF format, and the
image size is 1200 (rows) × 1200 (columns); a total of 12 sub-datasets were used. There exists 2 LST
data records per day, which pass over the study site (local solar time), mostly around 1:30 am and
13:30 pm. These times are relatively close to the times of the maximum and minimum temperature
daily data. The introduction of each band of MYD11A1 is shown in Table 2. In order to completely
cover the Huang-Huai-Hai summer maize region, we used four daily remote sensing images (h26v04,
h26v05, h27v05, and h28v05). In total, 3968 images were used for the study period (2003–2018).
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Table 2. Introduction of each band of MYD11A1 remote sensing products.

Name Units Description

LST_Day_1km K Daily daytime land-surface temperature at 1 km grids

QC_Day * Daytime LST quality indicators for 1 km L3 LST

Day_view_time h Local sun time of daytime land-surface temperature observation

Day_view_angl deg View zenith angle of daytime land-surface temperature

LST_Night_1km K Daily nighttime 1 km grid land-surface temperature

QC_Night * Nighttime LST quality indicators for 1 km L3 LST

Night_view_time h Local sun time of nighttime land-surface temperature observation

Night_view_angl deg View zenith angle of nighttime land-surface temperature

Emis_31 * Band 31 emissivity

Emis_32 * Band 32 emissivity

Clear_day_cov * day clear-sky coverage of the LST observation

Clear_night_cov * night clear-sky coverage of the LST observation

The maize cultivated land data were derived from the statistical data of the second survey of
national cultivated land in 2013 [41]. This is a raster dataset with a resolution of 1 km. The use of a
mask of cultivated land data in the MODIS LST image reduces the influence of non-cultivated land
factors on the model and improves the accuracy of the results. The administrative boundary data
and digital elevation model (DEM) were obtained from the Resource and Environment Data Cloud
Platform (http://www.resdc.cn/Datalist1.aspx?FieldTyepID=9, 13).

2.3. Data Preprocessing

The geospatial data abstraction library (GDAL) was used for data preprocessing. Two steps were
used for the preprocessing of cultivated land data. First, the cultivated land data were resampled
using the nearest-neighbor method in ArcMap to obtain faster data at the same resolution (1 km) as
the MODIS LST. Then, the cultivated land data were cropped to match the Huang-Huai-Hai summer
maize region. The coordinate system was WGS-84.

Four steps were used for LST data preprocessing. First, we extracted the corresponding bands of
the MYD11A1 (LST_Day_1 km, LST_Night_1 km). Next, we spliced the four LST products covering
the study area (h26v04, h26v05, h27v04, and h27v05) and projected them to the WGS-84 coordinate
system. We masked the output using the Huang-Huai-Hai area layer. Finally, we used the following
formula to convert the LST value from Kelvin to Celsius:

c = 0.02 T − 273.15, (1)

where c is the temperature in Celsius temperature, T is the absolute temperature, and 0.02 is the
scale factor.

2.4. Relative High Temperature Risk Assessment Model

As described in the introduction, we cannot directly use the meteorological temperature threshold
in the models built based on LST data. Moreover, the research goal of this paper is to construct a
spatial distribution model for regional relative high temperature risk analysis, rather than the thermal
damage effects caused by high temperature. Since high temperatures during the day and at night
inhibit the growth of maize [35,42–44], in order to comprehensively consider the high temperature
effects of day and night, and to quantify the relative high temperature risk of each spatial unit within
a given region and its spatio-temporal differences, we designed a spatio-temporal deviation mean

http://www.resdc.cn/Datalist1.aspx?FieldTyepID=9
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(STDM) model based on LST data. The modeling process is shown in Figure 2. First, the average daily
temperature in the study area was used as a benchmark, as shown in Equation (2). Then, the original
value in each cell was replaced by the deviation of the LST value from the daily mean temperature,
as shown in Equation (3). Next, Equation (4) is used to calculate the average deviation of these two
periods, describing the effects of day and night high temperatures to provide an accurate estimate of
the high temperature risk of maize. Finally, due to the large spatial and temporal scale of this study,
there is a data imbalance problem. In order to minimize this imbalance, we propose a pixel-by-pixel
calculation of the effective value in the region, as shown in Equation (5).

x =

∑N
k=1 xi

N
, (2)

where xi is the value of the non-null pixels, N is the number of non-null pixels, and x is the mean of the
non-null pixels, i.e., the average temperature of the region.

biast = xi − x, (3)

where biast is the regional spatial deviation value of the non-null pixels at time t.
biasday = xi − x(t = 13 : 30)
biasnight = xi − x(t = 1 : 30)

biasht =
(biasday+biasnight)

n (n = 1, 2)

(4)

where biasday and biasnight are the regional spatial deviation values of the non-null pixels in the image
at 1:30 pm and 1:30 am, respectively and n is the number of valid values of biasday and biasnight in
the corresponding spatial positions in the region. Further, biasht is the daily mean of the spatial
deviation value.

STDM =

∑m
1 biasht

m
, (5)

where m is the number of days of non-null biasht in the time series and STDM is the mean of the
spatio-temporal deviation, which reflects the high-temperature value of the pixels in the time series
relative to the overall region.
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2.5. Regional High-Temperature Risk Classification

The STDM represents the deviation of each pixel from the mean temperature of the region.
The standard deviation of the STDM (Equation (6)) is used to create a classification of the
high-temperature risk. The criteria for this classification are shown in Table 3.

S =

√
1
m

∑m

1
(xSTMD − xSTMD)

2, (6)

where xSTMD is the STDM value of the non-null pixels and xSTMD is the STDM mean of the non-null
pixels, i.e., the regional average STDM.

Table 3. High-temperature risk classification.

Criteria for the Classification Class

STDM > 2S Highest average temperature
S < STDM <= 2S Higher average temperature

-S <= STDM <= S Average temperature
-2 S <= STDM < -S Lower average temperature

-2 S < STDM Lowest average temperature

3. Results

This paper first describes the temperature curve of the study area from 2003 to 2018, and grasps
the development trend in the whole. After that, the multi-year STDM of the whole region, the
single-year STDM of the year with high-temperature risk and the multi-year STDM of the city with
high- temperature risk were calculated, and the comprehensive analysis was carried out in terms of
the whole region, space, and time.

3.1. Trend of Temperature from 2003 to 2018

In order to explore the temporal and spatial variation of high-temperature risk in the
Huang-Huai-Hai, we calculated the regional average near-high temperature mean, near-lowest
temperature mean, and the combined high-temperature mean in the study area from July to August
in 2003–2018, as shown in Figure 3. The trends of the near-highest mean and the near-lowest mean
in the region are the same as the overall trends in the time series but there are some inconsistencies.
For example, in 2013 when maize experienced strong heat damage, the near-highest temperature
mean exhibited a low value, the peak value was observed for the near-lowest temperature, and the
combined high-temperature mean reached a peak value. According to the agricultural meteorological
disaster yearbook of all provinces and the high-temperature results of Liu [43], the degree of influence
of high temperatures on maize heat damage in the Huang-Huai-Hai area was much higher in 2013
than in the adjacent years, and the high-temperature risk level was highest. Therefore, it is not
comprehensive to use only the highest temperature data (i.e., data at 1:30 during the day). Since this is
just the instantaneous temperature and weather conditions may be complex in the summer and many
factors affect the temperature. So, the method proposed in this paper to combine the daytime and
nighttime temperatures can better reflects the high-temperature conditions in the Huang-Huai-Hai
area. The time-series variation of the average temperature in the Huang-Huai-Hai area indicates
that the average temperature of the study area increased by 2.24 ◦C from 2003 and 2018 and the
high-temperature risk increased significantly. The temperatures were significantly higher in 2005, 2013,
2017, and 2018 than in the adjacent years and in these years, extensive heat damage occurred in the
Huang-Huai-Hai summer maize planting area.
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3.2. Multi-Year STDM of the Whole Region

Overall, the spatial distribution of the whole Huang-Huai-Hai of STDM in July and August of
2003–2018 is shown in Figure 4. We can find that there is spatial heterogeneity in STDM within the study
area. In Shijiazhuang City, Xingtai City, and Handan City in Hebei Province; Jiaozuo City, Luoyang
City, Pingdingshan City, and Nanyang City in Henan Province; Fuyang City and Zhangzhou City in
Anhui Province; Yuncheng City, Linfen City in Shanxi Province; and Weinan City, Xi’an City, Xianyang
City and Baoji City in Shaanxi Province, the STDM values are relatively high, indicating that over
the long term, these areas have a higher high-temperature risk than other areas in Huang-Huai-Hai.
According to the provincial-level agro-meteorological monthly report issued by the China Weather
Network and the meteorological data, the temperatures in these areas are consistently high in July and
August and high-temperature events occur frequently. This result is also consistent with the results of
Liu [43] regarding high-temperature risk zones. Yuncheng City, Linyi City, Weinan City, Xi’an City,
and Xianyang City are relatively hot because these cities are located in relatively low-lying areas with
strong atmospheric radiation and due to the leeward slope (north slope) of the Qinling Mountains, heat
accumulates in these areas, resulting in high surface temperatures. It can be seen from Figure 4 that in
the southwest of the study area, the STDM value is generally low due to high altitude. The STDM is
higher in Xi’an, Weinan and Xianyang of Shaanxi where the altitude is lower. At the same time, the
STDM value near the water body is lower, while the STDM value near the town is higher.
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3.3. Single-Year STDM of the Year with High-Temperature Risk

In terms of space, the years with high temperatures and heat damage were 2005, 2013, 2017,
and 2018. Therefore, we selected these years for focus analysis and classified them according to the
classification method in Table 3. The results are shown in Figure 5.

In the four years of high-temperature events, the high-temperature risk was significantly higher in
the south and northwest of the study area than in other regions and the regions with high-temperature
risk were similar for the four years. These areas are mainly located in Xi’an and Weinan in Shaanxi
Province, the southern part of Shanxi Province, the northwestern, southwestern, and central part of
Henan Province, the northern part of Anhui Province, and some of the southwestern part of Hebei
Province. According to the China Weather Net (2005), the temperatures in northern, central, and
southwestern Henan were higher in 2005 than in previous years. According to the research results
of Li [45], in 2013, the southern part of Huang-Huai-Hai experienced continuous high temperatures
and most of the maize grown south of the Yellow River in Henan Province suffered from severe heat
damage. According to the statistical yearbook of meteorological disasters in Anhui Province and
Li [46], in 2013, northern Anhui suffered from extremely high temperatures and heat damage and the
maize yield was relatively low. Zhu [47] found that in 2017, there was significant heat damage to maize
in northwestern Henan. The average summer temperature in 2018 was the highest in nearly five years
based on the major climate events in Anhui Province. According to the above existing studies and
data, the spatial distribution of high temperatures and heat damage of crops in the Huang-Huai-Hai
area are similar to those of the results that are shown in Figure 5. Therefore, the high temperature risk
classification method specified in this study is reasonable.
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3.4. Multi-Year STDM of the City with High-Temperature Risk

In terms of time, we analyzed the trend of high-temperature risk for many years in terms of cities.
At the same time, in order to further analyze the high temperature risks, the standard deviation was
used as the high-temperature risk threshold. The average value of the STDM in the cities in 2003–2018
was calculated to assess high-temperature risk. The annual temperature trend was analyzed, and
three categories were established: Increasing high-temperature risk zone, stable zone, and decreasing
high-temperature risk zone (Table 4).

Table 4. Categories of high-temperature risk zones.

Grade Feature

Increasing high-temperature risk zone Regional high-temperature risk value increases over time
Stable high-temperature risk zone Regional high-temperature risk value is stable over time

Decreasing high-temperature risk zone Regional high-temperature risk value decreases over time

Combined with Table 4 and Figure 6, we can find that the high-temperature risk values of
Shijiazhuang City, Jiaozuo City, Weinan City, Xi’an City, and Xianyang City increase over time, so these
cities belong to the increasing high-temperature risk zone. The high-temperature risk values of
Xiangfan City, Yuncheng City, and Luoyang City exhibited no changes, and these cities were located
in a zone of stable high-temperature risk. The high-temperature risk values of Handan City, Xingtai
City, Zhangzhou City, Fuyang City, Nanyang City, Linfen City, and Pingdingshan City exhibited a
downward trend over time, and these cities were in the decreasing high-temperature risk zone.
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Figure 6. Trends of high-temperature risk over time in different cities. 
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temperature risks in cities that exceeded the threshold. The results are shown in Figure 7. The results 
for these cities ranged from 0–16 times and the average was five times. We can find that the city where 
the high-temperature risk occurs relatively frequently is Linfen City, Luoyang City, Yuncheng City, 
Xianyang City, Weinan City, and Xi'an City. As shown in Figure 6, the temperature of Xianyang, 
Weinan and Xi'an keeps rising, which belong to the increasing high-temperature risk zone. Moreover, 
the three cities in Figure 7 exceed the threshold most frequently. Therefore, the probability of high-
temperature risk in these cities is relatively high. Additionally, there should be a focus on the 
prevention of high-temperature risk in these cities. 

Figure 6. Trends of high-temperature risk over time in different cities.

In addition to the characterization of multi-year trends, we quantified the number of
high-temperature risks in cities that exceeded the threshold. The results are shown in Figure 7.
The results for these cities ranged from 0–16 times and the average was five times. We can find that
the city where the high-temperature risk occurs relatively frequently is Linfen City, Luoyang City,
Yuncheng City, Xianyang City, Weinan City, and Xi’an City. As shown in Figure 6, the temperature of
Xianyang, Weinan and Xi’an keeps rising, which belong to the increasing high-temperature risk zone.
Moreover, the three cities in Figure 7 exceed the threshold most frequently. Therefore, the probability
of high-temperature risk in these cities is relatively high. Additionally, there should be a focus on the
prevention of high-temperature risk in these cities.
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4. Discussion

In this paper, the STDM high temperature risk assessment method is proposed by considering the
temperature at night and day. Additionally, it is applied to the high temperature calculation of the
Huang-Huai-Hai, and a reasonable high temperature spatial distribution is obtained. Compared with
the high-temperature spatial distribution calculation of Liu [6] based meteorological point data, this
paper takes remote sensing data as the data source, and the scale is more accurate, which can better
reflect the high temperature of the block level. In addition, compared with Liu’s method of using
34 ◦C as the high temperature threshold based on meteorological data, this paper proposes a method
based on relative temperature value, which avoids the problem that it is difficult to determine the
high temperature threshold based on remote sensing data, and comprehensively considers the overall
temperature in the region, which is more suitable for the temperature characteristics of the research
area itself. Moreover, the method for dynamically determining the threshold proposed in this paper is
also applicable to the calculation of high temperature spatial distribution of other crops, not limited
to maize.

Compared with the method that Liu used to calculate the local high temperature in the sliding
window to reflect the relationship between each pixel and adjacent pixels [43], the method proposed in
this paper comprehensively considered the temperature characteristics of each pixel and the whole
region, and was more suitable for the calculation of the distribution of high temperature in a large
range. In addition, Liu’s article only uses the temperature during the day, without considering that the
high temperature at night will also have an impact on maize. The method of this paper considers the
temperature of day and night, which can calculate the temperature effect more accurately, and depict
the spatial distribution of temperature.

The spatial resolution used in this study is 1 km, but there are a lot of mixed pixels in
Huang-Huai-Hai. Therefore, in subsequent studies, higher resolution thermal infrared data should be
used to calculate the surface temperature of specific crops and improve the accuracy of high-temperature
risk assessment. Due to the large extent of summer maize in Huang-Huai-Hai Plain, there are
considerable phenological differences during maize growth in different areas. We used a calendar
period in this study, but in a future study, the phenological periods of each pixel should be used to
assess the interactions between the growth periods and the high-temperature risk of maize. This will
improve the assessment of high-temperature risk. This paper focuses on the spatial distribution of high
temperature risk of maize. Since there are many factors affecting corn yield, this paper does not conduct
an in-depth study on the relationship between STDM and corn yield. However, the high temperature
and heat damage of maize is closely related to the yield. Therefore, in the follow-up studies, we will
consider adding other factors and using non-linear methods to further study its relationship with
yield [48], so as to provide support for better guidance of maize production.

5. Conclusions

Regional scale high temperature risk assessment is mainly based on remote sensing inversion
temperature products (such as MODIS LST), but the generalization of such risk models is poor, because
parameters such as the absolute high temperature threshold need to be continuously optimized
according to different regions. In this study, a spatio-temporal temperature deviation model (STDM)
was proposed to evaluate the relative high temperature risk of each space unit at a certain time or time
period by calculating the difference between the average high temperature of each space unit at any
time and the average high temperature of the study area. The results showed that this method could
accurately express the high temperature risk during flowering period in the Huang-Huai-Hai summer
maize region of China from 2003 to 2018, and no regional parameters such as temperature threshold
were needed. It could be used as a new method to evaluate regional high temperature risk.

From 2003 to 2018, the summer temperature in the Huang-Huai-Hai summer maize region
increased by 2.24 ◦C; the temperatures in the northwestern, southwestern, and southern parts were
relatively high, and the area was classified as a zone of a stable high-temperature risk. At the urban
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scale, cities in the zone of increasing high-temperature risk included Shijiazhuang City, Jiaozuo City,
Weinan City, Xi’an City, and Xianyang City. Xiangfan City, Yuncheng City, and Luoyang City were
located in the zone of stable high-temperature risk. Cities in the zone of decreasing high-temperature
risk included Handan City, Xingtai City, Zhangzhou City, Fuyang City, Nanyang City, Linfen City, and
Pingdingshan City.

Continued high temperature will affect the photosynthesis and reproductive function of maize,
accelerate the process of fertility, greatly reduce the accumulation of dry matter, bulk density, quality
and yield, and cause diseases in specific cases [2]. Luoyang City, Yuncheng City, Xianyang City,
Weinan City, and Xi’an City were located in zones with a high probability of high-temperature risk
and breed and promote heat-tolerant maize varieties and adjust the sowing date should be taken to
avoid problems [2]. Cities located in zones of increasing and stable high-temperature risk should
improve their risk prevention, awareness, and response. In addition, maize varieties resistant to high
temperatures should be planted in these areas to achieve stable and sustainable maize production.
Cities located in zones of increasing and stable high-temperature risk should appropriately reduce
the planting density of field maize and timely irrigation and spraying of foliar fertilizers when high
temperatures occur. In addition, high temperature resistant maize varieties should be grown in these
areas to achieve stable and sustainable maize production.
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