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[image: ][image: ]Background: In 2016 the United Nations launched the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as the framework to ‘end poverty, protect the planet, and ensure prosperity for all’. 2016 also saw the launch of the Young Persons’ Plan for the Planet Program to ‘engage, connect and empower young people to deliver the UN SDGs. The last two years have seen the program significantly exceed expectations with the successful conclusion of two national programs. Student teams from around Australia and Mauritius have successfully developed, synthesized and presented their national SDG plans - the Young Australians’ and Young Mauritians’ Plans for the Planet. 
Program Evaluation and Feedback: Preliminary qualitative and quantitative research (students, teachers, principals and universities) conducted by ANU and UNSW has provided a clear demonstration that the objectives of the program are being achieved as well as the development of a positive action orientation towards the UN SDGs. The research is currently being prepared for publication in 2019. 
The Young Persons’ Plan for the Planet International Program: As a result of the success of the Australian and Mauritius programs significant interest has been received from other countries and regions – Asia Pacific, USA, Canada and the Americas, Europe and Africa. Key benefits for schools, countries and regions are:
· Engagement of young people in the planning and delivery of the UN SDGs: Through the establishment of a Young Persons’ Plan for the Planet, effective youth engagement is one of the areas identified by the Future Earth as key in  addressing the challenges and opportunities presented by the UN SDGs. 
· The opportunity for the development of international cooperation and partnership at a student level: In the development and implementation of the mutual sustainable development objectives of other counties, Australia and the United Nations through the SDGs. A number of top schools within countries would be appropriate for this type of international engagement, and the program would assist in delivering this objective. 
· A strategic planning and management approach: The use of a strategic planning and management approach to delivering the SDGs provides a structured framework that enables students to not only learn these principles, but also to learn from each other both in sustainable outcomes as well as cross cultural approaches to achieving these outcomes. 
· Sustainable Outcomes: The common outcome of delivering the UN SDGs provides an important structure for partnership and cooperation between countries and internationally.  [image: ]                                     
Program Overview: An interactive and secure website provides the structure for the program (strategic planning and management, STEM, Global Competencies) and program content at ‘planfortheplanet.org.au’. The site provides the core program content and structure, research resources, student generated content (to allow students to learn from each other) and student and expert forums. Monthly Live YouTube Broadcasts and Live Video School Linkups: Based on the outstanding success of the monthly live broadcasts these have been expanded to include the international audience and cover each of the phases of the program content. A monthly Live Video School Linkup has also been established to allow student ideas exchange on approaches to tackling the SDGs. Mentoring: 2018 has seen the introduction of the school-to-school and country-to-country mentoring program. Student and Teacher Alumni are now engaged in supporting new schools and students with ‘peer to peer’ mentoring as they adopt the program and look at the application of the SDGs to their regions and countries. This provides further opportunity for students to build on the leadership, strategic planning, management and STEM skills to now incorporate Global Citizenship and Competency capabilities. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]2017 Conference: Student Interviews Link: Link to the Young Australians’ Plan for the Planet Program Conference (2017) - United Nations Student Interviews
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ub2cTD4i3y4








*RESEARCH BACKGROUND
In 2016 the United Nations launched the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as the framework to “end poverty, protect the planet, and ensure prosperity for all.” A major challenge however has been to successfully engage youth in the implementation of the SDGs. To address this, the pilot program entitled the ‘Young Australians’ Plan for the Planet’ was initiated jointly by the Australian National University (ANU) and Science Centre (Questacon) to test ‘proof of concept’. The results significantly exceeded expectations with students, teachers and universities. An overview is summarised below: 

· “What a way to kick off NatSciWk by receiving the Young Australians’ Plan for the surrounded by our next generation of scientists“. Arthur Sinodinos, AO, Minister for Science, Parliament House, 2017. 
· [image: ]“I was worried about the future but I didn’t have a voice.  Now I have a voice.  Teenagers are undervalued in what we can actually do and the impact we can have…” Harry Tunks, Senior High School Student, Tasmania, 2017 Program Alumni. 
· “…for the students, by the students.  A program that lends itself to finding real world solutions. One where our students have a say in their world, their future Earth, what it should look like. A future Earth where they are leaders of change, progress and sustainability…” Suzy Urbaniak, Prime Ministers Science Teachers Award 2016, Science Teacher, Kent St High School, Perth, 2017 Program Alumni. 
· “an invaluable component of our school’s commitment to developing students as active and engaged global citizens, ready to make a positive impact in our world” Joel Bucholtz, School Principal, Pimlico State High School, Townsville, 2017 Program Alumni.
· “Encouraging young people to contribute to a future plan for the planet is essential. This program embraces youth as the designers and implementers of our sustainable future Earth.  The Australian National University is pleased to be a stakeholder in this program and acknowledges the important role that young people have to play in the national and international implementation of the UN Sustainable Development Goals”. Nobel Prize Laureate and ANU Vice Chancellor Professor Brian Schmidt, 2017 Program. 
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For more information contact Ian Chambers, Director (YPPP Program) at ian.chambers@anu.edu.au or mobile: +61 (0) 434076912
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