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Abstract: China has been suffering from serious air pollution for years due to rapid industrialization.
However, the relationship between China’s air pollution and pollution control schemes remains
understudied in the Chinese air pollution literature. Using the Environmental Theory Model,
this paper studies the relationship between air pollution and control investment in China for
the period 2005–2014 and applies the inverse distance weighted interpolation (IDW) and Pearson
correlation methods. As a result, this paper puts forward some policy suggestions for the governance
of air pollution in China. The results are as follows: (1) The Pearson correlation coefficient between
China’s air pollution index (API) and control investment is 0.466 (p < 0.01). This shows that the
phenomenon of ‘Treatment after Pollution’ still exists in China’s economy; (2) there is an inverted
U-shaped relationship that is in accordance with the environmental Kuznets curve between China’s
air pollution control investment and air pollution; (3) the high-effectiveness of governmental air
pollution control is reflected in the 2013–2014 period, where the API of year 2014 decreased by 10.45
from 2013. This shows a one-year lag between exposure to air pollution and the start of control
investment. Future research is warranted to concentrate on establishing a model of the relationship
between air pollution and control investment or an air pollution risk assessment based on the
proportional hazards model (COX) model.

Keywords: air pollution; ArcGIS; economic development; spatio-temporal characteristics;
Environmental Theory Model

1. Introduction

Air pollution can directly or indirectly affect human health, causing physical discomfort and
leading to disease or even death. Studies have shown that when the human body is exposed to highly
polluted air for a long time, the mortality rate increases [1,2]. Furthermore, air pollution has become
the fourth primary risk factor for all deaths in China after heart attack, dietary risk and smoking,
according to the latest statistics [3]. In recent years, there have been frequent haze weather events
in many places in China where the air quality was mostly between ‘moderate’ and ‘unhealthy for
sensitive groups’. Studies show that under such air conditions, the mortality rate from cardiovascular
and cerebrovascular diseases and the prevalence of asthma and respiratory diseases both increase [4].
In January 2013, a long period of haze hit China and covered a quarter of the land area, affecting nearly
half of the population. Because of this, haze days anomalies in the Eastern region lasted more than
ten days [5]. During these years, China strengthened its air quality monitoring and enhanced its air
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pollution control. For instance, the Chinese government issued a series of air pollution control schemes.
In 2013, the government spent three times more money on air pollution than it did in 2012, and this
helped to reduce air pollution (air pollution index (API) value declined 10.45 from 2014 to 2013) [6].

As for air pollution and control, current research on air pollution and control is focused on four
parts, as follows: sources [7–13], relationship with health [14–17], extreme events [18–22] and control
methods [23–28]. For instance, Ashbaugh [7] used statistical methods to categorize air pollution
sources in the United States. Qiu et al. [9] showed that emissions from motor vehicles are one of the
main sources of air pollution. Li et al. [11] found that China’s air pollution is correlated with the rapid
industrialization; Cong [14] found that ambient air pollution from waste gas emissions was associated
with multiple cancer incidences in Shanghai in a retrospective population-based study; Zhang et al. [19]
used remote sensing data and numerical simulations to analyze a heavy air pollution event in Chengdu,
and found the sources and causes of this event; Lawrence et al. [23] conducted research on air pollution
control engineering, and obtained some air pollution control models through an empirical analysis.
Through the above studies, it has been found that the research on air pollution mainly focuses on
source, methods, cases and the relationships between industry and pollution. Relatively less research
has been carried out on the relationship between air pollution and control and the resulting pollution
control. In addition, studies on these topic always attract public attention [29].

The reason for the scarcity of research is that the relationship between air pollution and control
is abstract, and the amount of control investment is the most important factor in China’s air
quality improvement [30], so we used the relationship between air pollution and control investment,
which resembles the environmental Kuznets curve between the economy and the environment.
The environmental quality metrics in this theory is pollution intensity [31]. In 1991, the environmental
Kuznets curve was proposed by Grossman and Krueger by referring to the Kuznets curve in economics
during the study of the environmental impact of the North American Free Trade Agreement [32].
The environmental Kuznets curve shows that the environment status and the level of per capita income
have an inverted U-shaped relationship. As indicated by the curve, at the initial stage, economic
development causes environment deterioration. When the per capita income reaches the inflection
point, the environmental quality will be improved along with the economic growth. The relationship
between the economy and the environment in the environmental Kuznets curve is essentially the
relationship between investment in pollution control brought by the economy. Therefore, it is possible
to study the relationship between air pollution and control investment based on the environmental
Kuznets curve.

In summary, research on air pollution and control investment is of great significance. Therefore,
based on the Environmental Theory Model, this study draws attention to the relationship between
changes in air pollution and control investment, analyzing the current status of pollution control in
China. The objectives of this study are (1) to show the solution to air pollution and control investment
by creating a distribution of China’s air pollution index (API) and a distribution map of China’s waste
gas control investment from 2005 to 2014; (2) to use the Pearson correlation coefficient to characterize
China’s API value and air pollution control investment within a ten-year data set; and (3) to show the
inverted U-shaped relationship between air pollution and pollution control. Through the above three
objectives, this paper provides a series of suggestions for the Chinese government and offers a new
perspective into the study of air pollution in China.

2. Materials and Methods

2.1. Case Study

Located on the west coast of the Pacific Ocean in Eastern Asia, China has a land area of about
9.6 million square kilometers. The terrain of China has great diversity. In general, the altitude is high
in the west and decreases to the east coast. Basins account for nearly 20% of China’s land surface.
In addition, the low attitude in these regions could cause atmospheric pollutants that are difficult to
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diffuse [33]. High wind speeds have a strong dilution effect on atmospheric pollution. Nevertheless,
in recent years, under the influence of global warming, the wind speed in China has weakened [34],
and this has exacerbated the air pollution [35,36]. In addition, because of its monsoon climate, China’s
precipitation is mainly concentrated in warmer months. In colder months, the lack of precipitation
prevents the atmosphere from purifying, making the air pollution problem more serious. The economic
structure of China was still dominated by the secondary industry from 2005 to 2014, and the proportion
of the secondary industry was 42.72% in 2014, which remains a major source of the deterioration of
China’s air quality. Therefore, the study of the status of industrial air pollution investment is the main
concern of this paper. The specific study area is shown in Figure 1.
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Figure 1. The location of the study area. Each point is an air quality monitoring station in China.

2.2. Basic Idea and Research Framework

• Environmental Theory Model [37]

The meaning of the environmental theory model is that environmental quality is affected by the per
capita income, industrial structure and the adoption of environmental technologies. Each variable uses
logarithms to characterize the nonlinear relationships with other variables and reduce the influence of
heteroscedasticity. According to the environmental theory model, this article selects each index and air
quality for the correlation analysis to obtain a strong index related to air quality for subsequent research.

• API Calculation

This article selected the API for the synthesis of air pollutant data to obtain comprehensive air
quality data for data analysis. The Air Pollution Index (API) was used to evaluate the quality of the air
in China from 2001–2012. The index synthesizes SO2, NO2 and PM10 information into a comprehensive
value. After 2013, due to the heavy air pollution events, the Air Quality Index (AQCI) was adopted to
replace the API in China. This index synthesizes information about SO2, NO2, PM10, PM2.5, CO and
O3 [38]. In order to maintain the continuity of the data, this paper selected SO2, NO2 and PM10 from
the air pollutant data in 2013 and 2014 for the API calculation and obtained API data for 2005–2014.
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• Comparison of Inverse Distance Weighted Interpolation (IDW) and Kriging Interpolation Methods

IDW is a deterministic interpolation method which is estimated based on the weighted
average [39]. The Kriging interpolation is also called the spatial local interpolation method. It can
implement a linear optimal unbiased estimation of the data at unknown sampling points in a region [40].
IDW is more suitable for the proliferation of point source data, while Kriging is more suitable for
continuous data diffusion. The monitoring point API data used in this paper are point source data and
the air is fluid, so IDW was used for this study [41].

• Research Framework

The main flow of this paper was as follows: First, this paper selected the indicators under the
environmental theory model for analysis and used the API calculation method to combine the air
pollutant concentration data into API data, spatially interpolate the API data and use the interpolated
data to carry out air pollution APIs in each province. The data were restatistically obtained by the
provincial average API data, and finally, using the Pearson correlation analysis and the scatter plot
curve fitting to analyze the relationship between air quality and the pollution treatment investment,
the specific process was as shown Figure 2.
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Figure 2. The outline of the study structure. (1) Based on a previous literature review, the selection of
environmental impact factors in this paper drew on the Environmental Theory Model proposed by
Dou [37]. (2) The data sources are listed in the first part of the figure. We chose data from “China’s
Statistical Yearbook” for analysis and data from the Ministry of Ecology and Environment of the
People’s Republic of China for verification. (3) The main methods in this paper are listed in the second
part of the figure. We used API for data synthesis, IDW for data diffusion and the Pearson Correlation
Coefficient for data relationships. (4) The analysis procedures are listed in the third part of the figure.
We screened, combined and diffused data from “China’s Statistical Yearbook” for further analysis of
the Pearson Correlation Coefficient and used the data from the Ministry of Ecology and Environment
of the People’s Republic of China to test the accuracy of the air quality data.
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2.3. Data Collection

Table 1 shows the contents of the database used for this paper.

Table 1. Datasets for air pollution and changes in control investment.

Data Name Data Content Temporal Resolution Data Sources and URL

GDP (Gross Domestic
Product) Per Person

Per capita GDP of provinces
in China 2005–2014 China’s Statistical Yearbook,

http://www.stats.gov.cn/tjsj/ndsj/

Air Pollutants

China’s annual data of sulfur
dioxide (SO2), nitrogen dioxide
(NO2) and fine particles (<10
µm) (PM10)

2005–2014 China’s Statistical Yearbook,
http://www.stats.gov.cn/tjsj/ndsj/

Industry Structure Proportion of the tertiary
industry in China 2005–2014 China’s Statistical Yearbook,

http://www.stats.gov.cn/tjsj/ndsj/

Control Investment

Investment completed for the
treatment of waste gas which
includes capital investment in
the industrial air pollution
sources and urban air
governance infrastructure.

2005–2014 China’s Statistical Yearbook,
http://www.stats.gov.cn/tjsj/ndsj/

Total Capital
Formation

Total capital formation of each
province in China 2005–2014 China’s Statistical Yearbook,

http://www.stats.gov.cn/tjsj/ndsj/

Air Quality
Composite Index

Air quality composite index for
China for each month. 2013,2014

The Ministry of Ecology and Environment
of the People’s Republic of China,
http://www.mep.gov.cn

Note: In total, 304 sets of data were used, except for the air quality composite index which had 74 sets of data.

This paper included 310 data sets of five group from China’s Statistical Yearbook, comprising
GDP per capita, concentration of various air pollutants, proportion of the tertiary industry, control of
waste gas investment, and total capital formation of the provinces, which made it possible to reduce
the impacts of spatial and temporal differences. The specific air quality monitoring sites are shown in
Figure 1.

2.4. Methods

2.4.1. Environmental Theory Model

According to a previous literature review, the selection of environmental impact factors in this
paper draws on the environmental theory model proposed by Dou [37], as shown in Equation (1):

Eit = β0 + β1Yit + β2Sit + β3Tit + µit (1)

where E represents the environmental quality; Y represents per capita income (GDP per capita);
S represents the industrial structure; T represents the adoption of environmental technologies;
the subscripts i and t represent regions and years; and µ is the error term.

2.4.2. Air Pollution Index (API)

The Air Pollution Index (API) was used to evaluate the quality of air in China from 2001–2012.
The index synthesizes SO2, NO2 and PM10 information into a comprehensive value, thus making it
convenient for understanding [42]. The “China Statistical Yearbook” (2005–2012) only provides air
contaminant concentration data of sulfur dioxide (SO2), nitrogen dioxide (NO2) and particulate matter
(<10 µm) (PM10), and carbon monoxide (CO), ozone (O3) and particulate matter (<2.5 µm) (PM2.5)
were added to air quality indicators after 2013. Out of consideration of data consistency, this paper

http://www.stats.gov.cn/tjsj/ndsj/
http://www.stats.gov.cn/tjsj/ndsj/
http://www.stats.gov.cn/tjsj/ndsj/
http://www.stats.gov.cn/tjsj/ndsj/
http://www.stats.gov.cn/tjsj/ndsj/
http://www.stats.gov.cn/tjsj/ndsj/
http://www.stats.gov.cn/tjsj/ndsj/
http://www.stats.gov.cn/tjsj/ndsj/
http://www.stats.gov.cn/tjsj/ndsj/
http://www.stats.gov.cn/tjsj/ndsj/
http://www.mep.gov.cn
http://www.mep.gov.cn
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used data on SO2, NO2 and PM10 from the years 2013 and 2014. The API calculation method used to
process the data on SO2, NO2 and PM10 from 2005 to 2014 is shown in Equation (2) [42]:

APIi =
APIU − APIL

CU − CL
(Ci − CL) + APIL (2)

API = max (APIi) (3)

where APIi is the index for pollutant i (i.e., PM10, SO2 and NO2); Ci is the average concentration of
pollutant i; CU and CL are the upper and lower breakpoints (the critical value of different pollutant
levels) corresponding to Ci, respectively; and APIU and APIL are the breakpoints of API corresponding
to CU and CL, respectively. The overall API is the maximum APIi (Table 2).

Table 2. The concentration breakpoints for each pollutant in the calculation of the API.

Pollutant Concentrations (µg/m3)
API

PM10 SO2 NO2

0 0 0 0
150 150 120 100
350 800 280 200
420 1600 565 300
500 2100 750 400
600 2620 940 500

2.4.3. Inverse Distance Weighted (IDW) Interpolation

Considering that the point data from the monitor sites is incompatible with the realistic surface,
and because air has a strong diffusion effect, inverse distance weighting (IDW [43]) was used to spread
point-like data across the country. In this way, data on the surface air pollution of each province was
obtained. By using IDW, it was possible to see air quality change from 2005 to 2014 more intuitively.
The IDW formula was used to estimate the unknown factor of the monitoring station value, Z(S0),
in location S0, as shown in Equation (4) [44]:

Z(S0) =
n

∑
i=1

WiZ(Si). (4)

Wi is the weight, defined as

Wi = doi−α/
n

∑
i

doi−α (5)

with
n

∑
i

Wi = 1 (6)

where n is the number of monitoring stations; doi is the distance between the monitoring station and
the unknown location; and α is an arbitrary positive real number.

2.4.4. Pearson Correlation Coefficient

The Pearson correlation analysis was used to analyze the API index versus the GDP per capita
and the proportion of the tertiary industry in a given area to control the exhaust gas investment and to
determine total capital formation. More relevant factors that influence air pollution were obtained from
a follow-up analysis. The Pearson correlation coefficient (rx) for the five factors of each province-level
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city in China was calculated to assess their relationship [45]. rx was calculated with the p-value from
the t-test, as shown in Equation (7):

rx =
∑n

i=1 (xi − x)√
∑n

i=1 (xi − x)2
(7)

where i ranges from 1 to 310 and represents the data group; n is the total number of data groups;
xi is the statistics factor of group i; x is the mean statistical factor of the groups. rx is regarded to be
significantly different and credible when the p-value is below 0.05.

3. Results

3.1. Temporal and Spatial Changes in Air Quality in China

For a comparison of the air quality, we mapped the average air quality for the two five-year
periods from 2005 to 2009 and 2010 to 2014 using raster calculator tools in ArcGIS (Figure 3).
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Figure 3. Comparison of average air quality between 2005–2009 and 2010–2014.

The figure shows that the air pollution from 2005 to 2009 was aggravated, especially in Inner
Mongolia (north of the map) and the north China region. The concentrated areas of air pollution
from 2005 to 2009 included Northern Xinjiang (north-west of the map), Gansu (centre of the map),
and Beijing (north-east of the map). In addition, from 2010 to 2014, atmospheric nitrogen (N) emissions
increased by 38% due to industrial structure and transportation pressure [46], the air pollution situation
in these three regions was aggravated, and due to the impact of dust storms and highly polluting
industries [47] a new pollution concentration area emerged—Shaanxi (centre of the map). In addition,
the pollution in Beijing shifted to the Southern part of Hebei (north-east of the map) where the pollution
significantly increased. The air quality in Inner Mongolia was seriously affected by the north China
region, and the air quality in south China also declined to some extent.

In order to assess the changes in air quality in more detail, the IDW was used to map China’s API
interpolation from 2005 to 2014, as shown in the map in Figure A1.
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During the period from 2005 to 2012, China’s general air quality stayed moderate. The pollution
was mainly concentrated in Northern Xinjiang and Gansu, and the air quality in the monsoon region
was relatively good. As the winter monsoon weakened in 2013, the weak wind speed, the longer
duration of inversion across the country [5] and the long-term accumulation of pollution emissions,
caused the air quality in the north China region to deteriorate, affecting air quality in most areas in
Northern China. Furthermore, Southern provinces were also influenced, and the country’s overall
air quality declined. Despite the air quality improvement in 2014, the situation of air pollution is far
from optimistic.

In order to test the accuracy of the 34 sets of data, based on the monthly air quality report (Ministry
of Ecology and Environment of the People’s Republic of China), this paper used 74 monitoring sites
to perform IDW interpolating operations on the data from years 2013 and 2014 and acquired the
composite air quality index (Figure 4) and determined the Pearson correlation coefficients of the
correlation analysis between the API and AQCI data in ArcGIS (Table 3).
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Figure 4. China’s air quality composite index (AQCI) distribution in 2013 and 2014.

Table 3. The Pearson correlation coefficient of the correlation analysis between API and AQCI data.

Group Name rx

API (34sites) & AQCI (74sites) in 2013 0.942 **
API (34sites) & AQCI (74sites) in 2014 0.917 **

Note: ** denotes strongly significant with a p-value below 0.01.

Through a comparison, it was found that the interpolation graph used in this study had a high
degree of reliability, with the coefficient of correlation being between 0.942 and 0.917.

3.2. Temporal and Spatial Changes in Air Pollution Control Investment in China

To facilitate a comparison analysis, we mapped China’s air pollution control investment from
2005 to 2014 in Figure A2.

From 2005 to 2010, the air pollution investment was high in north China and Inner Mongolia,
and was low in Northern Xinjiang, because the air quality in Northern Xinjiang is mainly affected by
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natural elements (high-frequency dust weather) [48]. From 2013, the nationwide investment on air
pollution control increased significantly, which increased by 144% compared with 2012. China’s air
quality showed a notable improvement in 2014, after the investment massively increased nationwide
in 2013. Obviously, there was a lag in China’s air pollution control.

3.3. China’s Average Air Pollution Index (API) and Average Air Pollution Control Investment

In order to study the relationship between air pollution and the control investment, we drew a
line graph of China’s yearly average API and yearly average control investment from 2005 to 2014
(Figure 5).
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Figure 5. Provincial API and air pollution control investment line chart.

The line graph shows that China’s average API is in line with the trend of the average control
investment in 2013. China experienced a wide range of serious air pollution incidents, and China’s
investment in air pollution control has increased substantially. This also reflects the government’s
emphasis on air pollution incidents. For instance, in 2013, China increased its investment in air
pollution control after a wide range of air pollution incidents occurred in the same year, reflecting
that the Chinese government was taking measures with high efficiency. However, this example also
reveals the lagging effect of air control investment on air pollution, because the air quality appeared to
improve about a year later. Figure 6 shows that with the growth in air pollution control investment,
the correlation between investment control and air pollution changed from positive to negative, which
is in line with the inverted ‘U’ line of the environmental Kuznets curve. This confirms the successful
application of the curve in the study of air pollution control investment and air pollution.
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Figure 6. Provincial API and air pollution control inverted ‘U’ curve chart.

Based on the Environmental Theory Model, Pearson correlation coefficients was used to assess
every province’s data from 2005 to 2014 for average API, GDP per capita, proportion of the tertiary
industry, air pollution control investment and total capital formation (Table 4). The average annual
API of each province was obtained on the basis of Figure A1 using regional statistics.
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Table 4. The Pearson correlation coefficients of the correlation analysis between API and statistical data.

Statistical Data Related to API rx

The GDP per capita (yuan) 0.165 **
The proportion of the tertiary industry (%) −0.096

The air pollution control investment (ten thousand yuan) 0.466 **
The total capital formation (ten million yuan) 0.230 **

Note: Due to the lack of data on the air pollution control investment in Tibet during the period from 2005–2010,
the sample size is 304. The spatial scale of the data is province-wide, and temporal scale of the data is from 2005 to
2014. ** denotes strongly significant with a p-value below 0.01.

The coefficient of correlation of 0.466 in the table indicates a significant positive correlation
between China’s API value and air pollution control: the lower air quality in China, the higher
investment put in air pollution control. Given the time series analysis and the spatial-temporal analysis
in the above, it is not difficult to find that ‘Treatment after Pollution’ remains in terms of China’s
economy. Pearson correlation coefficients highlight that ‘Treatment after Pollution’ did not work
effectively for air quality improvement. The Chinese government needs to switch gears and accelerate
industrial structure adjustment, so air pollution control in China should be transformed to accelerate
the adjustment of industrial structure [49,50]. In summary, through the line graph and the curve graph,
this paper reflects the existence of an inverted U-shaped relationship, similar to the environmental
Kuznets curve, between the air pollution and control investment, namely, air pollution changing from
positive to negative. According to the Pearson correlation analysis, China is still in a ‘Treatment after
Pollution’ period, and it is in the transition period. Therefore, we suggest that China should continue
to adjust its current industrial structure and increase its investment in pollution control in areas such
as Shaanxi, Beijing, Hebei and Gansu to achieve point source governance, thus promoting surface
source governance.

4. Discussion

4.1. Variable Selection and Applicability of the Environmental Kuznets Curve

The environmental Kuznets curve shows that environmental status and level of per capita income
have an inverted U-shaped relationship. The capital in environmental Kuznets curve can be divided
into two parts: one for production and spoiling the environment; the other for pollution control and
improving the quality of the environment [51]. The pollution control part is similar to environment
control investment. So, the environmental Kuznets curve is helpful in the study of air pollution and
control investment.

The environmental Kuznets curve’s variable on the study of air environment is income and
economic aggregate [52–56]. For instance, Selden et al. [53] used a cross-national panel of data on
emissions of four important air pollutants: suspended particulate matter, sulfur dioxide, oxides of
nitrogen, and carbon monoxide, and they found that the per capita emissions of all four pollutants
exhibit inverted-U relationships with per capita GDP. Orub et al. [54] proved the existence of an
environmental Kuznets curve for air suspended particulate matter through the study of the relationship
between per capita income and environmental degradation in Africa. When the per capita income
and per capita GDP are variable, under the same conditions of income, there are discrepancies in
the control investment in different regions. So, taking the per capita income and per capita GDP as
variables, there might be errors.

This paper used Kuznets curve as a reference and extended its scope of application. Instead of
using per capita income and per capita GDP, we adopted air pollution control investment as a variable
for accuracy. In this way, we were able to see the relationship between pollution control and ecological
benefit. In addition, by analyzing the inflection point of the inverted U-shaped curve, we were able
to answer the following question: what is the threshold number of control investment that improves
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air quality? However, a defect may still exist due to the fact that this curve is solely based on data
covering the period from 2005 to 2014.

4.2. Limitations

Due to limited resources and data availability, we acknowledge the following limitations. Firstly,
in terms of data precision, after 2013, two new indexes were added to China’s air quality monitoring
indicators, PM2.5 and ozone (O3), which were not included in this study to allow data continuity.
In addition, we only used 34 monitoring sets points, so the interpolation data accuracy still needs to be
further improved. For the accuracy problem, this study used 34 sets of API interpolation maps and
74 site interpolation maps from 2013 and 2014 for the correlation analysis and obtained a high level of
correlation. It is concluded that the data accuracy of this paper is good.

Secondly, the effect of interference factors presented a limitation. This paper mainly focused on
the air pollution control status study in the secondary industry. Apart from industrial air pollution, less ink
was given to other sources of air pollution. Still, this paper did not exclude the interference of other pollution
sources with air quality. Future research will study how to analyze the status of multi-source air pollution
control and investigate how to reduce the interference of irrelevant variables in the analysis.

5. Conclusions

Despite rapid economic growth, China’s air quality is still lower than developed countries. The air
quality and control investment from 2005 to 2014 on a province-wide scale by IDW was analyzed by
Pearson correlation. This paper concludes that (1) at present, there is a significant positive correlation
between China’s API value and air pollution control with the coefficient of correlation being 0.466
(p-value < 0.01)—the lower air quality in China, the higher the investment put into air pollution
control. ‘Treatment after Pollution’ remains a remarkable feature of China’s economy; (2) there is an
inverted U-shaped relationship between China’s air pollution and control investment (2005–2014)
which approximates the environmental Kuznets curve. In other words, an inflection point exists.
Before the inflection point, there is positive correlation between air pollution and control investment.
When the inflection point appears in the year of 2013 with the control investment of 2 billion yuan,
the correlation turns negative; (3) Air pollution in north China is more serious than that in south China,
and the distribution is consistent with the distribution of pollution control investment.

Deficiencies and further study directions in this paper are as follows: (1) This paper selected the air
pollutant concentration data from 2005 to 2014. However, after 2013, the air quality monitoring index
changed and new indicators were added. We used the API to allow good continuity; (2) this paper
was limited by data in terms of studying the current status of air pollution control. It mainly focused
on the study of the status of industrial air pollution control and dealt little with the control status of
other pollution sources; (3) this paper did not establish an effective study system for air pollution
control status due to limitations caused by data and technique. However, this study offers a new
perspective into the study of air pollution in China and contributes to the literature on pollution control.
Further study will be based on environmental pollution models, such as establishing a relationship
model between air pollution and control investment, and the proportional hazards model (COX model)
could also be used to conduct an air pollution risk assessment and establish an assessment model for
air pollution and human health risk.
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