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Figure S1. Flow cytometry histograms of the uptake experiments. Percentage of cells that contain
fluorescently labeled particles are shown on the plots. For all cases, more than 97% of the cells contain
the fluorescent particles. A clear correlation between the particle size and cellular fluorescence intensity
is observed. Since the number of particles incubated with cells was adjusted for equal fluorescence
intensities, the observed variation of cellular fluorescence levels can be directly correlated with particle
uptake efficiency, which is less for micron-size particles.
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Figure S2. Size distribution (left) and { potential values (right) of PLGA particles encapsulating a NIR-
emitting fluorescent dye.
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Figure S3. Variations of spleen fluorescence intensities of ~100 nm (blue) and ~200 nm (green) PLGA
particles obtained on an isolated spleen at 24 h and 48 h after particle administration. Data obtained for

untreated mice (negative control) are shown in black.



