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Abstract: In this research, we used the integration of frequency ratio and adaptive neuro-fuzzy
modeling (ANFIS) to predict landslide susceptibility along forest road networks in the Hyrcanian
Forest, northern Iran. We began our study by first mapping landslide locations during an extensive
field survey. In addition, we then selected landslide-conditioning factors, such as slope, aspect,
altitude, rainfall, geology, soil, road age, and slip position from the available Geographic Information
System (GIS) data. Following this, we developed Adaptive Neuro-Fuzzy Inference System (ANFIS)
models with two different membership functions (MFs) in order to generate landslide susceptibility
maps. We applied a frequency ratio model to the landslide susceptibility mapping and compared
the results with the probabilistic ANFIS model. Finally, we calculated map accuracy by evaluating
receiver-operating characteristics (ROC). The validation results yielded 70.7% accuracy using the
triangular MF model, 67.8% accuracy using the Gaussian MF model, and 68.8% accuracy using the
frequency ratio model. Our results indicated that the ANFIS is an effective tool for regional landslide
susceptibility assessment, and the maps produced in the study area can be used for natural hazard
management in the landslide-prone area of the Hyrcanian region.

Keywords: ANFIS; frequency ratio; Hyrcanian forest; landslide

1. Introduction

Forest road networks provide essential infrastructure for the operation and trans-
portation of products and the use of forest services, protection of forest resources, and
achieving sustainable management goals [1–4]. However, forest roads can also increase
landslide rates [5–11]. In the Hyrcanian forests in northern Iran, landslides are commonly
associated with forest roads, and the trend is expected to continue [12,13]. Landslide sus-
ceptibility mapping and terrain stability mapping [14] should be used in the planning and
construction of forest road networks to avoid landslide-induced damage to infrastructure
and negative environmental impacts [5–11,15–17]. While landslides play an essential role
as natural disturbance agents [18–20], roads can contribute to increased landslide rates due
to cut and fill slope failures or drainage issues [11,21,22].

Brabb [23] defined landslide susceptibility (LS) as the probability of a landslide occur-
rence in a piece of land due to its local terrain attributes. The LS assessment has gained
importance, as landslides cause intensive economic, human, and environmental losses
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globally each year [23]. Landslide susceptibility, hazard, and risk zoning should be integral
components of land use planning. The result of landslides investigations may provide
valuable data that help foresee such events, find measures to mitigate subsequent losses
from future landslides [24] and build future roads in better locations.

The LS map indicates where future landslides are likely to happen, based on the recog-
nition of areas of past landslides and areas where similar or identical physical characteristics
exist [25,26]. In other words, LS maps are produced to help us recognize landslide-prone
areas and adapt by creating landslide hazard mitigation procedures. Many approaches
to LS evaluation have been proposed by increasing the use of GIS mapping and various
models [27]. Many of these studies have recently applied various models, such as prob-
abilistic, statistic, and data mining models. For the probabilistic model, the frequency
ratio [28,29], weight of evidence [30,31], and evidential belief function [32,33] have been
applied. For the statistical model, logistic regression [28,34] has been applied. For the data
mining model, artificial neural network [35,36], neuro-fuzzy logic [35,37], support vector
machines [38,39], and decision trees [39,40] have been used. Most LS maps are developed
through soft computing techniques like fuzzy modeling and artificial neural networks.
Combined neuro-fuzzy modeling has been applied to obtain LS maps [41–43]. Lee et al. [27]
constructed LS maps for the Seorak mountain area, Korea, using an integration of frequency
ratio and adaptive neuro-fuzzy inference system (ANFIS) in a geographical information
system (GIS) environment. Oh and Pradhan [44] also produced LS maps using an ANFIS
in a GIS environment. The validation results revealed that the LS maps constructed by the
ANFIS predictive models using triangular, trapezoidal, generalized bell, and polynomial
membership functions produced acceptable results (AUC = 84.4%) for preliminary land-use
planning. Similarly, Polykretis et al. [26] carried out an LS assessment of a Mediterranean
hilly area through ANFIS modeling. In this case, six ANFIS models, each with a discrete
membership function, were produced to obtain corresponding LS maps.

The 890,680 ha of the three northern provinces of Iran have forest management
booklets and some 10,000 km of constructed forest roads [45]. The relationship between
forest roads and geomorphic processes lies at the heart of several key issues concerning
the effects of roads on the environment [7]. Roadside slope failure is a usual difficulty in
the Caspian forest, as naturally formed slopes are disturbed by road construction projects.
A literature review of LS modeling indicates that a few different methods have been
used in the study area, such as Multivariate Regression [46], each having its advantages
and disadvantages. ANFIS was used for the first time in our study area. This study
follows the landslide modeling of various researches in other forests within Mazandaran
Province [47–50]. The main differences between the various researches are related to
landslide susceptibility models and factors affecting landslide occurrence according to the
conditions of the study area.

In summary, the main aim of this study is to investigate the distribution status of the
existing roads in the landslide susceptibility map obtained using ANFIS. The spatial distri-
butions of landslide susceptibility levels are helpful for the logical dedication of resources
to landslide prevention and mitigation, contributing to avoiding landslide hazards with
lower costs. The outcomes of this study are valuable references, which can help forest
managers be able to both ensure that future road network construction does not occur on
environmentally sensitive areas and reduce the conservation costs of existing roads by
identifying landslide-prone areas.

2. Materials and Methods

Our approach to conduct and improve LS mapping consists of four steps:

1. First, we characterize the study area;
2. Secondly, we present data production and landslide-triggering factors;
3. Thirdly, we describe our methods, of development and training of ANFIS algorithms;

and application of ANFIS for LS mapping in the study area;
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4. Fourthly, we perform the validation of the LS maps, using the receiver operating
characteristics-based area under curve method.

2.1. Study Area

We selected a landslide-prone area in Mazandaran Province, northern Iran (Figure 1)
for LS mapping using an ANFIS based neuro-fuzzy model. The area is located between
latitude 36◦27′07” and 36◦18′18” N and longitude 53◦01′11” and 53◦10′58” E, covers an
area of 11,700 ha, and has 240 km of forest roads. The lowest and highest elevations of the
area are 180 and 1010 m.a.s.l., respectively. The slope percentage of the area ranges from
0% to as much as 70%. Given the proximity to the Caspian Sea, the study area enjoys a
humid and mild climate, with average annual precipitation between 590 to 810 mm year−1.
The average summer and winter temperatures are 32.4 and 1.8 ◦C, respectively.

Forests 2021, 12, x FOR PEER REVIEW 3 of 17 
 

3. Thirdly, we describe our methods, of development and training of ANFIS algo-

rithms; and application of ANFIS for LS mapping in the study area; 

4. Fourthly, we perform the validation of the LS maps, using the receiver operating 

characteristics-based area under curve method. 

2.1. Study Area 

We selected a landslide-prone area in Mazandaran Province, northern Iran (Figure 1) 

for LS mapping using an ANFIS based neuro-fuzzy model. The area is located between 

latitude 36°27′07″ and 36°18′18″ N and longitude 53°01′11″ and 53°10′58″ E, covers an area 

of 11,700 ha, and has 240 km of forest roads. The lowest and highest elevations of the area 

are 180 and 1010 m.a.s.l., respectively. The slope percentage of the area ranges from 0% to 

as much as 70%. Given the proximity to the Caspian Sea, the study area enjoys a humid 

and mild climate, with average annual precipitation between 590 to 810 mm year−1. The 

average summer and winter temperatures are 32.4 and 1.8 °C, respectively. 

 

Figure 1. Location of the study area with landslide inventory map. 

According to a geologic map of the area, prepared by the Geological Survey of Iran 

(GSI), the major portion of the study area is underlain by dolomitic limestone. The Alborz 

fault is the most important fault in the area and is an active reverse fault that follows the 

east-west orientation and dips toward the south. 

Figure 1. Location of the study area with landslide inventory map.

According to a geologic map of the area, prepared by the Geological Survey of Iran
(GSI), the major portion of the study area is underlain by dolomitic limestone. The Alborz
fault is the most important fault in the area and is an active reverse fault that follows the
east-west orientation and dips toward the south.

2.2. Data Collection

We used field surveys along roads to identify and map landslides in our study area.
We collected information about: (1) the characteristics of landslides; (2) geological con-
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ditions; (3) surface water or groundwater situation and their effects on instability; (4)
instability observations such as creep, improper drainage, tension cracks; and (5) climatic
conditions [51]. Our database for LS mapping includes the map of previously existing
landslides and a series of causal or contributing factors. Our investigation occurred along
with the road network and included shallow debris slides, flows, rockfalls and slides.
Previous landslides occurred above roads on cut slopes and where there was soil below
roads, either from drainage or fill slope failures (Figure 2).
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2.3. Spatial Database Construction
2.3.1. Preparing Landslides Inventory Map

Since landslide occurrence in the past and present are important to future spatial
prediction, a landslide inventory map is a prerequisite for such a LS study [24,52,53]. The
landslide inventory map helps to be clear of the various factors that contribute to instability.
A landslide inventory map was a prerequisite for obtaining a landslide zoning map for
this research study area. We evaluated landslides along the forest road network managed
by Mazandaran Wood and Paper Industries in order to carry out this investigation. We
surveyed both the lower and upper edges of the roads and recorded the locations of
landslides with a GPS. Due to relatively dense forest cover, no landslides were observed
using aerial photos.

Furthermore, no previous reports of landslides were found. This is in line with the
research of Brardinoni et al. [54] who found that up to 85% of field-identified landslides
may not be visible on air photos. The location of the landslides was prepared as a point
layer in the GIS environment and the area of each landslide was measured using field
surveys. In this study, we used polygons to display 150 landslides. Mean polygon size is
about 2000 m2. The landslide polygons form the basis of further LS zonation.

2.3.2. Landslide Causal Factors

In LS mapping, it is expected that future landslides will happen under the same
situations that caused prior landslides [53]. The diagnosis and mapping of an appropriate
set of instability factors related to slope failures require former information about the
original causes of landslides [55]. Selecting causal factors for application in the analysis can
be carried out through a relatively flexible approach, and thus, the covariates selected in
different studies vary within a broad range [56]. They ought to be chosen based on location,
the scale of the area, the characteristics of the study area and the type of slip. In addition,
the determination of landslide causal factors was associated with data availability [57].

The selection of the factors affecting the slip is also based on previous studies for
the study area [58–63]. In general, for any model to function in a particular region, its
input factors are selected with access to some reliable information and access restrictions
to some other information. According to the research method used in the review, the
factors of slope, aspect, altitude, rainfall, geology, soil, road age, and slip position were
used (Figure 3). All of these data are commonly used in LS mapping. The research carried
out by Budimir et al. [64] clearly indicates that among the 37 parameters that are generally
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used in landslide vulnerability mapping, the attributes of slope, aspect, and geology are
most frequently applied, particularly in studies of rainfall-induced landslides. The relation
of the spatial data combination used in the prediction became a significant issue in LS
mapping [65]. Since the raster dataset has enriched capacity for spatial analysis, all factor
layers were converted into a raster template. Given the extent of the study area and the
landslide distribution, grid cells with a spatial resolution of 20 × 20 m [24,58,66] were
chosen as the mapping unit, which was small enough to capture the spatial characteristics
of LS and large enough to diminish computing complexity.
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Figure 3. Maps of landslide-conditioning factors: (a) slope; (b) aspect; (c) altitude; (d) rainfall; (e) geology; (f) soil; (g) road
age; (h) slip position. Description: Soil texture map (2.2.1: Loam, Clay-Loam, 2.2.2: Silt-Clay-Loam, Clay-Loam, 2.2.3: Loam,
Clay-Loam, Clay, 2.2.4: Clay-Loam, Si-Clay). Geology map (L-PLL4: Lime Marine Rock, Sand Lime Rock, L-PLL3: Sand
Lime Rock, Lime Silt Rock, Lime Marine Rock, Marine Rock, Conglomerate Rock, L-PLL2: Lime Marine Rock, Marine Rock,
Sand Lime Rock, Lime Silt Rock, L-PLL1: Lime Marine Rock, Lime Rock, Marine Rock, Sand Lime Rock, Lime Silt Rock,
L-R: River alluviums, l-ml2: Sand Lime Rock, Conglomerate Rock, l-ml3: Lime Silt Rock, Marine Rock, L-K2l2: Sand Lime
Rock, Lime Marine Rock, L-Pel1: Conglomerate Rock).

2.4. Adaptive Neuro-Fuzzy Inference System
2.4.1. Application of Frequency Ratio for ANFIS

In general, landslide prediction requires the assumptions that the occurrence of a
landslide relates to its attributes and also that future landslides are likely to happen under
the same conditions as previous landslides did [53]. The level of relationship between
the landslide points and the factors affecting their occurrence must be determined in
order to weigh each of the influential factors in landslides for ANFIS input. There are
several methods to determine the correlation, among all models; the frequency ratio
method has been used in this study. The frequency ratio approach was first used utilizing
GIS in order to construct the landslide susceptibility map quantitatively [67]. The ratio
is determined by the area where landslide occurrences are found in comparison to the
total study area, and the ratio of landslide probability occurrences to the non-occurrences
for a given attribute [68]. The frequency ratio for each factor’s class or type was then
calculated from its communication with landslide events. Larger ratios indicated a stronger
correlation between landslide occurrences and relevant factor attributes [69,70]. As shown
in (Equation (1)), the Landslide Susceptibility Index (LSI) is obtained from the summation
of each factor’s ratio value:

LSI = ∑ FR (1)

where FR is a rating of each factor’s type or range, FR is expressed as follows (Equation (2)):

FR =

Npix(SXi)

∑m
i = 1 SXi

Npix(Xj)
∑n

j = 1 Npix(Xj)

(2)

In which (according to [71]):
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Npix(SXi): number of pixels with landslides within class i of factor variable X,
Npix(Xj): number of pixels within factor variable Xj,
m: number of classes in the parameter variable Xi,
n: number of factors in the study area.

The frequency ratio model can be developed by GIS with easy-to-understand re-
sults [69,72,73].

Due to the different scales of input variables, and in order to increase the speed and
accuracy of data processing, input data need to be normalized in the range of 0 and 1
before using them in the ANFIS model [59]. For this purpose, the frequency ratio of each
landslide conditioning factors class was normalized using the normalization formula as
follows (Equation (3)):

Xn =
Xi − Xmin

Xmax − Xmin
(3)

2.4.2. Preview of ANFIS

ANFIS is a multilayer feed-forward network in which each node performs a particular
function on incoming signals and has a set of parameters in relation to this node [74]. In
order to calibrate a rule-based fuzzy inference system that simulates the human’s brain
information processing, fuzzy logic and ANNs are combined in ANFIS based on ANNs
mathematical properties [75]. The ANFIS model is implemented as a first-order Takagi
and Sugeno’s type fuzzy inference system [76] that consists of two fuzzy if-then rules
(Equations (4) and (5)):

Rule 1: If x is A1 and y is B1 then f1 = p1x + q1y + r1 (4)

Rule 2: If x is A2 and y is B2 then f2 = p2x + q2y + r2 (5)

where:

x, y are inputs,
A, B corresponding term set,
output,
p, q, r constant.

An ANFIS model applies a learning algorithm to input datasets and compares the
estimated outputs with their corresponding actual values, aiming to optimize the parameter
values of the equivalent fuzzy inference system. The parameter optimization is done during
the training session and the error between the target and the actual output is minimized.
Further information on ANFIS can be found in Jang [74]. Different membership functions
can be used to modify this method. We used two triangular and Gaussian functions in
this study.

2.4.3. Preparation of the Training and Testing Data Set

In LS mapping with ANFIS, the landslide inventory map needs to be split into two
subsets: training and test data [44,58,77]. The model training location should be determined
prior to running the ANFIS model [42]. It is expected that the training data include all
the data belonging to the problem domain [77]. The training data are applied to train the
model and produce the weights of the network. On the other hand, the test data should be
different from those used in the training stage [77]. Validation of model results could not
be carried out without dividing the data sets [58]. No exact mathematical rule to determine
the required minimum size of these subsets exists [42,44]. In this study, the inventory map
was randomly divided into two datasets. Part 1 contains 70% of the data (105 numbers)
used in the training phase of the two ANFIS models. Part 2 is a validation dataset with the
remaining 30% of the data (45 numbers) for the validation of the models and to estimate
their accuracy.
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2.4.4. Validation of the Landslide Susceptibility Maps

LS maps in a region need appropriate validation. In landslide modeling, validation of
predictive landslides is an essential part of the evaluation procedure [24]. In terms of its
precision in landslide prediction, the success of landslide susceptibility modeling can be
obtained by comparing the model’s results with actual data at known landslide locations.
The receiver operating characteristic (ROC) curve is a helpful procedure for representing
the quality of deterministic and probabilistic detection and predict systems. The area under
the curve (AUC) is an excellent indicator to check the model’s forecast efficiency and the
largest AUC, varying from 0.5 to 1.0, is a perfect model.

3. Results
3.1. The Application of Frequency Ratio

Correlations between previously occurring landslide locations and their discrete
factors were obtained through the frequency ratio (FR) method. In general, factor classes
with a FR value of >1 will have higher probability of landslide occurrence [57]. Table 1
shows the FR value for each landslide causal factor. Weights obtained by frequency ratio
between the position factor and landslides was 1.28 (Table 1). This showed that most of
the landslides happened at the road’s embankment (fill slope). One of the factors that
can increase shear stress along a potential fracture surface is the increase in weight of,
or loading on, the domain material. The embankment is a type of loading that leads to
increased shear stress [51].

In our study, the results showed that as the road age increases, landslides decrease
(Table 1). A few studies showed that landslides increased in old roads that are not under
maintenance management [11], often because of improper drainage control. However, as
old road surfaces revegetate, root strength and evapotranspiration play an important role
in stabilizing slopes. The establishment of vegetation on cut and embankment slopes with
reinforcement features and slope drainage can help to stabilize and increase soil shear
resistance to failure. The latter seemed to play a role in this study [13].

The ratio weights obtained between the soil factor and the landslides showed that
fine-textured soils (loam, clay loam, and clay) with good to poor water permeability had the
highest number of landslides (Table 1), consistent with results of other studies [27,44,60].

Altitude is usually considered to be an important conditioning factor in territorial
landslide susceptibility prediction, especially for areas where altitudes change dramati-
cally [78]. Most of our landslides occurred between 600 and 900 m in the upper part of
the watershed. In mountainous areas, factors, such as temperature, moisture, vegetation,
biological activities and engineering constructions, tend to differ with elevation, which
causes landslides to spread in a certain range of altitudes [61].

The calculated ratio weight between the slope factor and the landslides indicated
that most landslides occurred at slopes of 50% to 60%, consistent with the results of other
studies [26,27,44,57,62]. Steeper slopes tend to be rock controlled and therefore more stable
for soil landslides, and gentle slopes are also relatively stable because they have greater
resisting forces than driving forces [58,69,72]. Thus, the most frequent landslides often
occur on average slopes hosting soil cover.

The weights obtained from the linkage between precipitation and landslides by the
frequency ratio showed that the landslide likelihood increases where precipitation is greater
than 800 mm (Table 1). This result corresponds to the results of Jaafari et al. [62], Dehnavi
et al. [79], Hong et al. [80], and Jaafari et al. [58]. A positive correlation between rainfall
duration, intensity, pattern and sequence of precipitation, and landslide occurrence has
been reported in various studies, although this varies between landslide types [81]. Severe
rainfall increases pore water pressure [82] and reduces the shear strength of shallow soils
relatively quickly.
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Table 1. Spatial relationship between landslide and landslide-conditioning factors.

Factor Class Landslide Landslide (%) Domain Domain (%) Frequency Ratio

Slope (%)

0–10 32 4.67 34,780 11.96 0.39
10–20 194 28.32 123,512 42.46 0.67
20–30 217 31.68 77,526 26.65 1.19
30–40 129 18.83 35,372 12.16 1.55
40–50 64 9.34 13,178 4.53 2.06
50–60 48 7.01 4867 1.67 4.19
60–70 1 0.15 1452 0.5 0.29
>70 0 0 195 0.07 0

Aspect

N 172 25.15 65,080 22.37 1.12
NE 192 28.07 39,423 13.55 2.07
E 84 12.28 37,376 12.85 0.96

SE 50 7.31 30,595 10.52 0.7
S 22 3.22 21,996 7.56 0.43

SW 15 2.19 15,284 5.25 0.42
W 55 8.04 29,530 10.15 0.79

NW 94 13.74 51,613 17.74 0.77

Altitude (m)

<300 54 7.91 28,058 9.67 0.82
300–600 387 56.66 176,522 60.87 0.93
600–900 242 35.43 84,007 28.97 1.22

>900 0 0 1435 0.49 0

Rainfall (mm)
<650 87 12.70 37,702 12.93 0.31

650–750 535 78.10 237,134 81.32 0
>750 63 9.19 16,748 5.74 1

Landslide
position

Fill slope 404 66.12 30 61.22 1.28
Cut slope 177 28.96 17 34.69 0.83

Both 30 4.9 2 4.08 1.20

Road age
<20 141 23.19 10 20.83 1.11

20–40 453 74.5 34 70.83 1.05
>40 14 2.3 4 8.33 0.28

Soil properties

2.2.1 73 10.76 21,430 7.4 1.45
2.2.4 140 20.64 100,264 34.65 0.60
2.2.2 4 0.58 16,458 5.68 0.10
2.2.3 461 67.99 151,179 52.25 1.30

Geology

L-ml2 8 1.17 20,023 6.86 0.17
L-ml3 7 1.02 25,934 8.89 0.11

L-PLL2 347 50.66 104,339 35.77 1.42
L-PLL3 203 29.64 100,577 34.48 0.86
L-PLL4 0 0 3452 1.18 0
L-PLL1 42 6.13 19,968 6.84 0.90

L-R 17 2.48 5441 1.87 1.33
L-K2l2 2 0.29 4358 1.49 0.20
L-Pel1 59 8.61 7629 2.62 3.29

The ratio weights between the slope aspect and landslides showed that landslides
are more likely to occur on northeast, north, and east-facing slopes, respectively (Table 1).
Slope aspect is related to meteorological events such as rainfall, exposure to sunlight, dry
winds, and morphological structures that promote landslide occurrence.

Table 1 shows the ratio weight of geological and the landslides in the class L-PLL2
code representing relatively high altitudes with a moderate slope, medium soil depth,
low stability and permeability, and dominant sediments, sandy lime, limestone, and
conglomerates have the highest number of landslides.

The databases include the landslide triggering factors that were constructed in the
raster format using identical spatial projection and cell size (20 × 20 m). Finally, from the
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combination of the raster layers of the effective factors and landslide inventory map, we
produced a landslide risk zonation map using the frequency ratio procedure (Figure 4) [58].
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Next we performed the model evaluation in SPSS (version 14.1) using the ROC CURVE
program, where the area under curve (AUC) shows the accuracy. The validation rate is
68.8% for the frequency ratio method (Figure 5). The ROC curve was made based on
the sensitivity (in our case, the percentage of unstable pixels correctly predicted by the
model) and 1-specificity (the percentage of predicted unstable pixels over the total) with
the different cut-off thresholds [78].
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3.2. The Application of ANFIS

Adaptive neuro-fuzzy modeling (ANFIS) makes anticipations based on learning the
“if–then” rules between triggering factors and landslide incidence. ANFIS maintains the
benefits of fuzzy logic and ANNs models simultaneously, making it a robust model for
Landslide Susceptibility assessment. Similar to all LS models, the relative accuracy of
ANFIS depends on the selected parameters, such as cell size, types and the number of
relevant factors, normalization of relevant factor data, classification of output LS maps,
sizes of datasets used for training, checking and validation [26]. In the current analysis
with a cell size of 20 m, eight effective factors normalized by their FR values were used to
generate the desired LS maps. To prepare a map, the 1967 cells were matched with their
relative normalized values of each factor to make a database. Subsequently, an ANFIS
model for the LS assessment was developed and trained using the above datasets within
the MATLAB (9.5) software package. The first layer of the model was fed with the eight
conditioning factors as inputs. The last layer of the model contained a single node that
represented the presence or absence of landslides (an output of 1 for presence, and 0 for
absence). To start the training process, the type and the number of MFs were decided.
In this study, two types of MFs, namely Gaussian and triangular, were assessed. By
entering this data into the optimal ANFIS model for each membership function separately,
the output value of each pixel was calculated. The value calculated by the model was
transferred to the attribute table of the area map and the final map of landslide sensitivity
was obtained (Figure 4) [26,60].

Landslide susceptibility classes (very high risk, high risk, moderate risk, low risk and
very low risk), should be defined by expert judgment accompanied by appropriate model
results [63]. Landslide susceptibility classes indicate the result of occurrence likelihood
along with its consequence for the elements at risk. The assessment results were confirmed
for the observed landslide locations. The landslide locations were divided, with 70% used
as the training dataset and 30% used as the validation dataset. In order to validate the
results, the AUC of the ROC curve was calculated for both maps [24,38,58,63,78]. The rate
describes how well the model and the factors forecast subsidence, and the AUC quantifies
the forecast accuracy [27]. A good fit model has an AUC value from 0.5 to 1. The ideal
model has an AUC value close to 1.0 (perfect fit) [68].

4. Conclusions

The spatial prediction of landslides remains a challenging task in landslide hazard
and risk assessment. The accuracy of a landslide prediction model depends, in part, on the
method applied in the model. Therefore, the investigation of new methods is required to
improve predictive power continuously. This study applied the integration of the frequency
ratio and ANFIS models to LS mapping along with resource road networks in an Iranian
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mountain forest. One hundred and fifty landslides that occurred during recent years
were identified and mapped from field surveys. The end product of GIS-based ANFIS
application and the frequency ratio method was a set of three susceptibility maps, which
could be used to predict the stability of slopes from eight fundamental factors.

The frequency ratio model indicated incremental landslide susceptibility on slope
class 50–60%, north and northeast facing slope, altitude 600–900 m, rainfall greater than
750 mm, in fill slope, roads less than 20 years old, soil with loam, clay loam, and clay
texture. Like in the studies of Arabameri et al. [48–50] for different forests in Manzadran
Province, we too found that roads were the main factor contributing to landslides.

The result of the frequency ratio was compared with the result of two ANFIS models
and our results showed that each susceptibility map performed reasonably well with AUC
between 67.8% to 70.7%. The validation results of the map obtained by Gaussian and
the triangular membership functions in the ANFIS method showed that the difference
in validation accuracy is 2.9%, indicating that the choice of MFs was not important in
this study. Lee et al. [27] conducted a similar study in Korea and the results were similar.
There were differences in some details, such as the factors affecting the occurrence of
landslides and dividing the data into two parts: training and testing. They also reported
that, because of the proximity of the AUC value in the two membership functions, there
was no difference in the membership’s selection for modeling the ANFIS.

This study has prepared a landslide susceptibility map after the construction of the
forest road network in order to reduce maintenance costs by focusing more on protection op-
erations in classes prone to landslides. Analyzing road route selection is a time-consuming
task that requires the evaluation of various criteria, including multiple routes. Estimations
of landslide sensitivity is considered to be an element that has a great impact on costs
as a prerequisite before designing a road network. Qhajar and Najafi [61] modeled the
susceptibility to landslides using ANFIS in the forests of northern Iran before designing
the road. Their results showed that a large part of the region is in the category of medium
and high sensitivity to landslides. The design and construction of roads that have been
built so far in the region have followed almost the same proportions of the whole region
and most of their area is classified as medium and high sensitivity classes.

It is important to choose routes that avoid potentially unstable areas to promote road
life, reduce maintenance costs, and avoid environmental degradation

Finally, because the resulting LS maps are simple and easy to follow, ANFIS modeling
is a good selection for shallow landslide hazard zonation. The approach used in this
investigation can be extended to consider landslides in other areas. To make more use
of this method, more landslides data are needed, and more case studies need to be done.
It is also important to note that the efficiency of the ANFIS-derived susceptibility maps
depends not only on the methodology but also on the quality of the available data. Our LS
maps can guide the planning and management of forest road networks, promoting safe
forestry operations. Regrettably, such studies are far from common in the mountainous
forestlands of Iran, and we encourage similar studies to be conducted in other working
forests.
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