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Abstract

The sustained growth of electricity demand and the global transition toward low-carbon
energy systems have intensified the need for efficient, flexible, and reliable operation of
electrical distribution networks. In this context, the coordinated integration of distributed
renewable energy resources and demand-side flexibility has emerged as a key strategy to
improve technical performance and economic efficiency. This work proposes an integrated
optimization framework for active power supply in a radial, distribution-like network
through the optimal siting and sizing of photovoltaic (PV) units and wind turbines (WTs),
combined with a real-time pricing (RTP)-based demand-side response (DSR) program. The
problem is formulated using the branch-flow (DistFlow) model, which explicitly represents
voltage drops, branch power flows, and thermal limits in radial feeders. A multiobjective
function is defined to jointly minimize annual operating costs, active power losses, and
voltage deviations, subject to network operating constraints and inverter capability limits.
Uncertainty associated with solar irradiance, wind speed, ambient temperature, load de-
mand, and electricity prices is captured through probabilistic modeling and scenario-based
analysis. To solve the resulting nonlinear and constrained optimization problem, an Im-
proved Whale Optimization Algorithm (I-WaOA) is employed. The proposed algorithm
enhances the classical Whale Optimization Algorithm by incorporating diversification and
feasibility-oriented mechanisms, including Cauchy mutation, Fitness—Distance Balance
(FDB), quasi-oppositional-based learning (QOBL), and quadratic penalty functions for con-
straint handling. These features promote robust convergence toward admissible solutions
under stochastic operating conditions. The methodology is validated on a large-scale radi-
alized network derived from the IEEE 118-bus benchmark, enabling a DistFlow-consistent
assessment of technical and economic performance under realistic operating scenarios. The
results demonstrate that the coordinated integration of PV, WT, and RTP-driven demand
response leads to a reduction in feeder losses, an improvement in voltage profiles, and
an enhanced voltage stability margin, as quantified through standard voltage deviation
and fast voltage stability indices. Overall, the proposed framework provides a practical
and scalable tool for supporting planning and operational decisions in modern power
distribution networks with high renewable penetration and demand flexibility.

Keywords: radial distribution network; DistFlow; optimal power flow; distributed energy
resources (DER); photovoltaics; wind turbines; Volt/ VAR control; demand-side response;
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1. Introduction

The accelerated electrification of end-use sectors, the sustained growth of electric-
ity demand, and the global commitment to decarbonization are driving distribution
networks toward operating paradigms that are simultaneously more efficient, flexible,
and resilient [1,2]. In this transition, the deployment of distributed energy resources
(DER)—particularly photovoltaic (PV) units and wind turbines (WTs)—has become a key
enabler of cleaner supply at the distribution level [3,4]. Nevertheless, the intermittency
of renewable resources and the limited controllability of distribution feeders introduce
operational challenges that are markedly different from those of transmission systems,
including voltage deviations along radial paths, increased technical losses, and constraint
violations under high penetration levels [5-7].

In parallel, demand-side response (DSR) under real-time pricing (RTP) has emerged as
a practical mechanism to reshape consumption profiles, mitigate peak loading, and improve
the utilization of locally available renewable generation [8-10]. From an operational
standpoint, RTP-driven flexibility can reduce feeder currents during critical hours, thereby
decreasing resistive losses and contributing to voltage regulation—particularly when
coordinated with inverter-interfaced DER and distribution-oriented power-flow models.

For radial distribution feeders, the branch-flow (DistFlow) formulation provides
a physically meaningful representation of voltage drops, line thermal constraints, and
power balances [11]. However, the resulting optimal power flow (OPF) planning problem
remains highly nonlinear and nonconvex due to the coupling among nodal injections,
voltages, and branch flows, as well as the presence of discrete and continuous decision
variables associated with DER siting and sizing. Consequently, heuristic and metaheuristic
optimization methods have been widely adopted to address the computational complexity
and practical modeling requirements of distribution planning, including nature-inspired
population-based strategies [12].

Among these methods, the Whale Optimization Algorithm (WOA) has shown a com-
petitive balance between exploration and exploitation [12]. Several variants have been
proposed to strengthen convergence, avoid premature stagnation, and improve feasibility
handling through perturbation operators and penalty mechanisms [13-15]. Despite this
progress, three limitations are recurrent in recent DER planning studies: (i) the coordination
of multiple DER types (PV and WT) with RTP-based DSR is often treated in a partially
decoupled manner or evaluated under simplified demand flexibility assumptions; (ii) the
feasibility of solutions is frequently reported without a systematic emphasis on constraint
satisfaction under stochastic operating conditions; and (iii) comparative evidence against
baseline operation (no DER/DSR) and against alternative optimizers is sometimes in-
sufficient to attribute performance gains to the proposed algorithm rather than to DER
penetration itself.

Motivated by these gaps, this work develops an integrated methodology to opti-
mize active power supply in a radial distribution system through the coordinated siting
and sizing of PV and WT units, jointly with an RTP-based DSR program. The formula-
tion is built upon the DistFlow model to enforce operating constraints—including nodal
voltage limits, conductor thermal capacities, and nodal power balances—while explicitly
incorporating uncertainty in renewable resources, demand, and electricity prices through
probabilistic modeling.

The main contributions of this work are summarized as follows:

* A coordinated planning-and-operation framework that integrates PV, WT, and RTP-
driven DSR within a unified DistFlow-constrained optimization model.
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* Animproved whale-based metaheuristic (I-WaOA) that enhances the classical WOA by
combining diversification and feasibility-oriented penalty handling (Cauchy mutation,
FDB, and QOBL mechanisms), targeting robust convergence to admissible solutions.

* A stochastic scenario-based assessment that captures uncertainty in irradiance, wind
speed, ambient temperature, demand, and prices, enabling realistic evaluation of
technical and economic indices.

The remainder of this paper is organized as follows: Section 2 reviews recent literature
on DER siting/sizing, demand response under RTP, and metaheuristic-based optimization
for distribution networks, and it positions the present contributions with respect to open
challenges. Section 3 presents the proposed formulation, including objective function,
constraints, uncertainty modeling, and the I-WaOA optimization procedure. Section 4
describes the IEEE 118-bus case study and operating scenarios. The obtained results are
presented and analyzed in the subsequent section, while the Discussion and Conclusions
sections synthesize the main findings and directions for future work.

2. Literature Review

Recent research on distribution network optimization has largely focused on the op-
timal siting and sizing of DER to reduce losses and improve voltage profiles, frequently
employing metaheuristic optimizers to handle nonconvexity and mixed decision vari-
ables. This section summarizes representative trends in (i) PV/WT allocation strategies,
(if) demand response under RTP, and (iii) metaheuristic-based solution methods, and it
highlights the specific research gaps addressed in this work.

2.1. PV/WT Siting and Sizing in Distribution Networks

DER allocation studies commonly target feeder loss minimization and voltage reg-
ulation by placing generation close to load centers and electrically weak buses. Early
formulations and distribution-oriented constraints are often modeled through branch-flow
representations [10,11]. More recent works incorporate uncertainty in PV output and
network operating conditions, typically via scenario-based or probabilistic approaches,
to improve realism in planning decisions [5]. Comparative studies have also reported
that different metaheuristics may yield markedly different trade-offs in solution quality,
computational cost, and feasibility handling for DG allocation problems [14,16].

2.2. Demand Response and Real-Time Pricing

Demand response under RTP provides an additional degree of freedom to reshape
net load and reduce operating costs. Surveys on DSR emphasize that price-driven demand
flexibility can alleviate peak demand and support more efficient system operation when
consumers respond to time-varying prices [8,9]. However, many DER planning studies still
treat demand as exogenous or incorporate simplified flexibility models, which may limit
the assessment of coordinated operation between renewable injections and load adaptation.

2.3. Metaheuristic Optimization for DistFlow-Constrained Planning

Metaheuristic algorithms are widely adopted for distribution planning due to their abil-
ity to search complex nonconvex spaces without requiring strong convexity assumptions.
The Whale Optimization Algorithm (WOA) is a representative population-based method
that has been applied to power-system optimization due to its exploration-exploitation
balance [12]. Several improved variants have been reported, including mechanisms such
as adaptive perturbations and penalty-based feasibility strategies [13-15]. Nevertheless,
two methodological issues remain critical in practice: (i) ensuring strict constraint satis-
faction (voltage bounds and thermal limits) under stochastic operating conditions, and
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(ii) providing comparative evidence against baseline operation and against alternative
optimizers to isolate the benefit of the proposed algorithmic enhancements.

2.4. Identified Research Gaps and Scope of This Work
Based on the above, the main gaps motivating this study are summarized as follows:

* Coordination gap: PV, WT, and RTP-based DSR are frequently studied sepa-
rately or under partially coupled models, limiting the evaluation of coordinated
operational benefits.

¢  Feasibility under uncertainty: The stochastic nature of renewable resources and
demand can lead to constraint violations if feasibility is not explicitly enforced
across scenarios.

¢ Attribution of performance gains: Without baseline and optimizer-to-optimizer com-
parisons, improvements may be mistakenly attributed to the metaheuristic rather than
to DER penetration itself.

To address these gaps, the proposed framework integrates PV, WT, and RTP-driven
DSR within a DistFlow-constrained formulation, and it employs an improved whale-based
optimizer (I-WaOA) equipped with diversification operators and penalty-based feasibility
handling. The resulting methodology is designed to quantify both technical and economic
impacts under uncertainty while preserving operational admissibility.

3. Materials and Methods

This section presents, with full methodological detail, the proposed framework to
optimize active power supply in a large-scale radial distribution system by coordinating
(i) the siting and sizing of photovoltaic (PV) and wind turbine (WT) distributed generation
and (ii) a real-time pricing (RTP)-based demand-side response (DSR) program. The method-
ology couples a distribution-oriented power-flow model (DistFlow) with a constrained mul-
tiobjective optimization solved by an Improved Whale Optimization Algorithm (I-WaOA).
The formulation explicitly accounts for uncertainty in renewable resources, demand, and
price through probabilistic modeling and scenario reduction.

3.1. Methodological Workflow

Figure 1 summarizes the full sequence of the proposed procedure: data acquisition
(climate, demand, prices, network parameters), preliminary feasibility screening (host-
ing capacity and critical buses), candidate-node selection using Fitness—Distance Balance
(FDB), detailed PV/WT and inverter modeling, stochastic scenario generation and reduc-
tion, and finally, the constrained optimization loop using I-WaOA with DistFlow-based
power-flow evaluation.

3.2. Sets, Indices, Parameters, and Decision Variables

Let AV be the set of buses, with |[N'| = N, and L the set of directed branches (i, )
consistent with the radial orientation from the slack/root bus toward downstream buses.
The hourly indexis h € {1,...,24}.

3.2.1. Network Parameters

For each line (i,]) € L: rij [Q)] and x;; [€)] are resistance and reactance, respectively;
Sg‘ax [KVA] is the branch thermal limit. For each bus i € N: Viin and Viax [p-u.] are the
admissible voltage bounds.
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Phase 1: System analysis
| Critical buses and feasibility screening |«
(hosting capacity)

Y

Phase 2: Candidate selection (FDB)
Computation of DS; (19), normalization,
and score FDB; (22)

Y

Phase 3: PV/WT and inverter modeling
PV: (23)=(25), WT: (26);
inverter limit |Q| < v/S2 — P2

Y

Phase 4: Optimization (I-WaOA)
WOA + Cauchy mutation (38) + QOBL + FDB
and penalty constraint handling

Y

Power-flow calculation (DistFlow)
(15)—-(17) and operating limits

________________ b

\

E Outputs: \
+ PV-WT siting/sizing, Ejoss, voltage profile,
! annual cost, VD, and stability indices |

Figure 1. Methodological flow for optimizing active power supply in the IEEE 118-bus system,
integrating PV, WT, and RTP-based demand response under I-WaOA with DistFlow constraints.

3.2.2. Exogenous Profiles

G(h) [W/m?] denotes solar irradiance, v(h) [m/s] wind speed, and T, (h) [°C] ambient
temperature. Pg/i(h) [kW] is the baseline (non-responsive) demand at bus i, and p(h)
[$/kWHh] is the RTP electricity price.
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3.2.3. Decision Variables (Planning/Operation)
The optimization determines the following:

. Plf;{},eid [kW]: rated PV capacity installed at bus i;

. P{,f}%f’;? [kW]: rated WT capacity installed at bus i;
*  u; [-]: price elasticity coefficient for DSR at bus 7 (zero for non-participating loads);
*  Pgrg(h) [kW], Qqgria (h) [kVAr]: active/reactive power exchanged with the grid at the
slack bus;
e Vi(h) [p.u.]: voltage magnitude at bus i;
e Pj(h) [kW], Q;jj(h) [kVAr]: branch active/reactive flows for each line (i, ).
The operational variables are computed implicitly by solving the DistFlow equations
for every candidate solution proposed by the optimizer.

3.3. Objective Function (Multiobjective Formulation)
The optimization seeks to simultaneously reduce annual operating costs, technical

losses, and voltage deviations. The scalarized objective function is

F=¢ Cenergy + €2 Ejoss + €3 Py, 1)

where €1, €3, €3 > 0 are weighting coefficients (dimensionless); Cenergy [$] is the annual cost;
Ejoss [kWh/year] is the annual energy loss; and @y [p.u.] aggregates voltage deviation.

3.3.1. Annual Energy Cost

The annual cost includes energy purchased from the grid, the monetized cost of losses,
and annualized DER investment and O&M:

Cenergy = CGricl + CLoss + Cpv + Cwr, 2)
24

Carid = 365 ) Payria(h) p(h), 3)
h=1
24

CrLoss = 365 Z Uposs P T,loss (h)r 4)
h=1

where Pgiq(h) [kW] is the grid active power at hour ki, p(h) [$/kWHh] is the RTP price, Uy oss
[$/kWh] is the unit cost assigned to feeder losses, and Pr),ss (/1) [kW] is the total active loss
at hour h.

3.3.2. Annual Loss Energy
The annual energy loss is
24
Eloss = 365 Z PT,loss (h) At, (5)
h=1
where At =1h.
3.3.3. Voltage Deviation Term

The aggregated voltage deviation is

24
Py =), ) Vi) —1], (6)

h=1ieN

where V;(h) [p.u.] is the voltage magnitude at bus i during hour & and the nominal reference
is1p.u
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3.3.4. Investment and O&M Costs

DER costs are
Crv = Cpvinst + Cpv0eM/ ()
Cwt = CwWTinst + CWT,0&M:- (8)

The annualized installation cost is computed using the capital recovery factor (CRF):

1+ B)Ne
Cinst = CRF(B, Np) Uunit Prated, ~ CRE = mz )

where B [-] is the annual interest rate, Np [years] is the planning horizon, Uynit [$/kW] is
the unit installation cost, and Pyateq [kW] is the rated power for PV/WT.

3.4. Operating Constraints

All candidate solutions must satisfy network operational constraints for every hour A.
3.4.1. Voltage Limits
Viin < Vi(h) < Vmax, Vi€ N, Vh, (10)
where Vinin and Vinax define the admissible voltage band (p.u.).
3.4.2. Thermal Limits
Sij(h) = /P2 + Qy ()2 < ST, ¥(i,) € L, Vh, ()

where P;j(h) [kW] and Q;j(h) [kVAr] are branch power flows and Sg‘ax [kVA] is the
branch capacity.

3.4.3. Power Balance (System-Wide)

At each hour £, the overall active-power balance is

Pria(h) + ) (PPV,i(h) +PWT,i(h)) =Y Pri(h) + Prioss(h), (12)
ieN ieN

where P ; () [kW] is the responsive demand, Ppy ;(h) and Pyt () [kW] are DER injections
at bus i, and Prjoss (1) [kW] is the total loss.

3.4.4. Nonnegative Grid Import
Pgria(h) 20, Vh, (13)
ensuring the slack bus represents grid purchase in this formulation.

3.4.5. Inverter Capability (Volt/ VAR Feasibility)

For inverter-interfaced DER at bus i, reactive power is bounded by apparent power:

|QG,i(h)| < \/ Sé’i - PG,i(h)Z/ Vie N, vh, (14)

where S; ; [KVA] is inverter apparent-power rating, Pg ; (1) [kW] is injected active power,
and Qg (1) [kVAr] is reactive injection.

3.5. Radial Power-Flow Model (DistFlow) and Load-Flow Computation

The radial load flow is modeled using the branch-flow (DistFlow) equations [10,11].
For each branch (i,j) € £ and hour h:

https:/ /doi.org/10.3390/en19020293
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Pi' h)2 + Qi h)2
Pyj(h) = Ppj(h) = P j(h) + Y Py(h)+r; ( )V-(hgj( ) , (15)
keQ(j) :
P;i(h 24 ;i (h 2
Qij(h) = Qrj(h) = Qg,j(h) + Y. Qi(h) + x;j i )V‘(hggzj( ) , (16)
keQy(j) t
.. 2 (h)2
Vi(hY? = Vi) — 2(rPy () + 305 (1)) + (2 + o2 D Qiih) 17)

Vi(h)?

Here, Q)(j) denotes the set of children (downstream) buses connected to bus j in the radial
orientation. Pg j(h) and Qg ;(h) represent net generation injections at bus j (including
PV/WT and inverter reactive power support), while Qy ;(h) is reactive demand.

Load-Flow Computation Procedure

For every candidate solution proposed by I-WaOA, the load flow is evaluated hour-
by-hour as follows:

1. Construct the net injections at each bus j:

Pg,i(h) = Ppyj(h) + Pwr,j(h),  Qg,(h) = Qinv,j(h),

where Qim,/]'(h) is selected within (14) to support voltages (if enabled).

2. Solve (15)—(17) along the radial ordering using a sequential sweep procedure (forward
evaluation of branch flows and recursive update of voltages) until the maximum
voltage mismatch satisfies a tolerance ey (e.g., 107° p-u.).

3. Compute losses at hour & as

2 2
PT,loss(h) = Z Tij Pl] (h)v.g,lgu (h) ’ (18)
(i,j)eL !

where each term is the resistive loss of branch (7, f).

This DistFlow-based load-flow procedure provides Vi(h), P;j(h), Qij(h), and Prjoss(h)
required to evaluate (1) and enforce constraints (10)—(11).

3.6. Phase 1: System Analysis and Hosting Capacity Screening

A feasibility screening step is conducted prior to optimization to identify electrically
critical regions and determine a hosting-capacity envelope for DER integration.

3.6.1. Hosting Capacity Definition

The renewable integration limit (hosting capacity) is defined as the maximum aggre-
gate DER capacity that can be accommodated without violating voltage constraints (10) and
thermal limits (11) over the considered operating conditions. In practice, candidate DER
injections are increased progressively (or via a bisection search) and the first occurrence of a
constraint violation defines the admissible upper bound. The resulting envelope constrains
the search space of PV/WT capacities, improving feasibility and convergence.

3.6.2. Critical-Bus Identification

Buses are ranked based on voltage sensitivity and loading indicators derived from the
base-case DistFlow solution (without DER). The set of highly sensitive buses is retained to
prioritize candidate placement regions and to reduce the combinatorial complexity of the
siting problem.
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3.7. Phase 2: Candidate Bus Selection Using Fitness—Distance Balance (FDB)

Candidate buses for PV/WT integration are selected using the Fitness—-Distance Bal-
ance (FDB) criterion, which promotes a trade-off between solution quality (fitness) and
population diversity (distance to current best).

The Euclidean distance between solution i and the best solution in the decision space is

n
DS; = | Y (xi, — xBest)?, (19)
d=1

where x! is the d-th decision component of solution i, xBeSt

is the corresponding component
of the best-known solution, and # is the decision-space dimension.

Normalized distance and normalized fitness are computed as

DS; — min(DS)

DS; = ' 2

nbS; max(DS) — min(DS)’ @0
_ F,—min(F)
nFi = max(F) — min(F)’ @D
where F; is the objective value of solution i.
Finally, the FDB score is

FDB; = a(t) nF; + [1 — a(t)] nDS;, (22)

where a(t) = 0.5 (1 +t/ Tmax) is a time-varying coefficient, f is the iteration counter, and
Tmax is the maximum number of iterations. This scoring favors exploration early (larger
emphasis on distance) and exploitation later (larger emphasis on fitness), producing a
robust candidate set for PV/WT siting.

3.8. Phase 3: Renewable Generation Models (PV and WT)
3.8.1. PV Generation Model

The instantaneous PV power is
Ppy(h) = Apy n1pv(h) G(h), (23)

where Apy [m?] is the panel area, G(h) [W/m?] is irradiance, and #py(h) is the
conversion efficiency.
Efficiency is modeled as

nev(h) =1 [1— Br(Te(h) — Tr) ], (24)

where %, [-] is rated efficiency, B [1/°C] is the temperature coefficient, T, [°C] is the
reference temperature, and T (h) [°C] is the cell temperature.
Cell temperature is approximated via a NOCT-type model:

G(h) (Ts —20)

To(h) = Ta(h) + e,

(25)

where T, (h) [°C] is ambient temperature and T [°C] is the nominal operating cell tempera-
ture parameter.
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3.8.2. WT Generation Model

WT output follows the standard piecewise characteristic curve:

0, v < V;Or v > v,
3_ .3
07— s
Pyr(v) = Pr<v3_vg>, v; <v <oy, (26)
r i
P, vy <0 < 0,

where v [m/s] is wind speed, v; [m/s] is cut-in speed, v, [m/s] is rated speed, v, [m/s] is
cut-out speed, and P, [kW] is rated WT power.

3.9. Phase 3 (Continued): Demand-Side Response Under RTP

Demand response is represented through a price-elasticity model that updates the
baseline demand according to RTP signals. For each participating bus i:

Ppi(h) = PP ;(h) [1 — P(h)Pﬁ] , (27)

where Pgi(h) [kW] is the baseline demand, Py ;(h) [kW] is the responsive demand, «;
[-] is the elasticity, p(h) [$/kWHh] is the hourly price, and f = 4 Y2% | p(h) is the daily
mean price.

To avoid unrealistic demand reductions, a participation and admissibility rule

is enforced:
PR (h) < Ppi(h) < PP (h), (28)

where Pf‘,iin(h) and P77 (h) [kW] represent minimum and maximum feasible demand
given user comfort/operational limits. Non-participating buses are modeled by setting
a; = 0.

3.10. Demand-Side Response Modeling Under Real-Time Pricing

Demand-side response (DSR) is modeled through a price-elastic demand formulation
that captures the ability of a subset of consumers to adapt their electricity consumption
in response to real-time price (RTP) signals. The adopted model represents a compromise
between behavioral realism and computational tractability, which is suitable for large-scale
distribution network optimization.

Let P(L),i(h) denote the baseline (inelastic) active power demand at bus i and hour 4,
obtained from historical or forecasted load profiles. Under RTP, the responsive demand
Pyp i(h) is expressed as

PL() = PR() |1 — a; POL = Pt ] 29)
Pref
where p(h) [$/kWh] is the hourly electricity price, pyes is a reference price (e.g., daily
average), and «; is the price elasticity coefficient associated with the flexible portion of the
load at bus .

Only a fraction of the total demand is assumed to be price-responsive. This is modeled
by assigning a nonzero elasticity coefficient a; > 0 to selected buses representing residential
and commercial consumers with flexible loads, while the remaining buses are modeled
as inelastic (¢; = 0). In this study, the proportion of flexible demand is assumed to be
moderate, reflecting realistic participation levels reported in demand response programs,
and ensuring that load reductions remain within physically and socially acceptable bounds.
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To prevent unrealistic demand curtailment, the responsive load is bounded as
(1= max) PL; () < PLi() < (1+ dmax)PL (1), (30)

where dmax represents the maximum admissible relative variation of demand due to DSR.
This constraint ensures that RTP induces demand shifting or partial curtailment rather than
full load interruption.

The DSR-adjusted demand profiles are incorporated directly into the DistFlow power-
balance equations and into the objective function through the energy purchase cost, en-
abling the optimization algorithm to exploit demand flexibility in coordination with PV/WT
generation and network constraints.

3.11. Probabilistic Uncertainty Modeling and Scenario Construction
Uncertain variables are modeled probabilistically. Normalized irradiance g € [0, 1] is
represented by a Beta distribution:
gro (1 —g)Pe!
B(ag, Bc) ’

fo(g) = (31)
where ag and B¢ are Beta parameters and B(, -) is the Beta function.
Wind speed is modeled using a Weibull distribution:

o= 5() e -(2), &

where k [] is the shape parameter and c [m/s] is the scale parameter [17].
Temperature, demand, and prices are modeled using normal distributions:

_ 1 (x — px)?
F) = e ) ®

where jiy and oy are mean and standard deviation.

Scenario Generation and Reduction

A Monte Carlo procedure generates a large set of stochastic daily scenarios by sampling
from (31)-(33) and computing PV/WT power and responsive demands. The initial scenario
set is then reduced to a smaller representative subset using stochastic scenario reduction,
preserving the main statistical characteristics while decreasing computational complexity.
The reduced scenario set is used within the optimization loop.

3.12. Phase 4: Optimization via Improved Whale Optimization Algorithm (I-WaOA)

The constrained optimization problem is solved using I-WaOA, which enhances the
original Whale Optimization Algorithm (WOA) by incorporating (i) Cauchy mutation for
escaping local optima, (ii) Fitness—Distance Balance (FDB) for diversity preservation, and
(iii) quasi-oppositional-based learning (QOBL) for faster global convergence.

3.12.1. WOA Core Update Mechanisms

Let X! € R" denote the position (candidate solution) of whale i at iteration ¢, where n
is the number of decision variables. The best solution found so far is X,
WOA updates positions using the encircling and bubble-net strategies. The coefficient
vectors are
A =2ar—a, C=2r, (34)

where a decreases linearly from 2 to 0 over iterations, and r ~ U(0, 1) is a random vector.
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The distance to the best solution is
D = |Co Xt — x|, (35)
where © is elementwise multiplication.
The encircling update is

Xt = xbest A @D. (36)
The spiral (bubble-net) update is
X! = D' e cos(270) + xPest, (37)

where D’ = | Xt — X!| b is a constant controlling spiral shape, and ¢ ~ U(—1,1).
A probability p ~ U(0, 1) selects between (36) and (37).

3.12.2. -'WaOA Enhancements
(1) Cauchy mutation (CM).

To increase exploration and escape stagnation, CM perturbs solutions as
X1 = X! +ac Cauchy(0,1) © (X] — x*=), (38)

where . is a scaling factor and Cauchy(0, 1) is a vector of i.i.d. Cauchy random variables.

(2) FDB-guided selection.

FDB scores in (22) are used to rank candidate solutions and to select promising
individuals that simultaneously exhibit good fitness and adequate diversity.

(3) QOBL operator.

Given a variable bound x; € [xT", x'%], the opposite point is

o .
deP —_ xtrimn + xilnax —xg,

and the quasi-opposite point is generated around the midpoint to accelerate
convergence [18]. QOBL candidates are evaluated and accepted if they improve fit-
ness while maintaining feasibility.

3.12.3. Constraint Handling via Penalty Function

Operational constraints are enforced using a quadratic penalty:

F'(X) = F(X) +p }_[max (0,g/(X))]*, (39)

where F(X) is the original objective (1), g(X) < 0 denotes the r-th inequality constraint
(e.g., voltage or thermal violation), and p is a penalty coefficient. This strategy guides the
search toward feasible regions without requiring explicit repair operators.

3.12.4. Algorithmic Procedure (Pseudo-Code in Text)
The optimization loop proceeds as follows:

1.  Initialize a population {Xlo}fiwl within variable bounds (PV/WT capacities, candidate
buses, DSR elasticity parameters).

2. For each whale Xlt , and for each scenario and hour h:
e Compute Ppy ;(h) and Pyt ;(h) using (23)—(26);
¢  Compute responsive demands using (27)-(30);

https://doi.org/10.3390/en19020293


https://doi.org/10.3390/en19020293

Energies 2026, 19, 293

13 of 29

*  Solve DistFlow (15)—(17) and compute losses (18).

3. Evaluate the penalized fitness F’ (Xf) using (1) and (39); update XPbest,

Update whale positions using WOA rules (36)—(37).

5. Apply I-WaOA operators: CM (38), FDB ranking (22), and QOBL generation
and selection.

b

6. Repeat until t = Tpax; return Xt (optimal siting/sizing and DSR parameters).

3.13. Performance Indices
3.13.1. Voltage Deviation (VD)

Voltage deviation is used as a global voltage-quality indicator:

24

VD=)_ ) |Vi(h) - 1], (40)

h=1ieN

where V;(h) [p.u.] is the voltage magnitude at bus i and hour 4, and 1 p.u. is the
nominal reference.

3.13.2. Fast Voltage Stability Index (FVSI)

To assess proximity to voltage instability, a line-based voltage stability index is adopted.
For each branch (i,j) € £ and hour 5, the FVSI is defined as [19]

475 Q;j(h)

Vil Xy 0

FVSI;;(h) =
where V;(h) [p.u.] is the sending-end voltage magnitude of branch (i, j), Q;(h) [kVAr] is
the reactive power demand at the receiving bus j (or the net reactive requirement seen at
bus j), Xjj [p-u.] is the series reactance of branch (i,7), and Zl-zj = Riz]. + X12 with Rj; and Xj;

]
being the branch resistance and reactance, respectively.

3.13.3. Interpretation

A value of FVSI;j(h) close to 1 indicates that the branch is approaching its voltage-
instability limit, whereas FVSI;j(h) < 1 denotes operation within the stable region [19]. In
this work, the network-wide stability level is summarized by the maximum value across

all branches and hours:

FVSImax = max max FVSIi]-(h), 42)
h o (ij)el

which provides a conservative indicator of the closest operating condition to voltage collapse.

3.14. Computational Implementation

The complete methodology was implemented in Python 3.12. For each candidate
solution in I-'WaOA, a DistFlow-based load flow is computed for each hour and scenario,
enabling the evaluation of objective terms (cost, losses, voltage deviation) and constraint
enforcement (voltage and thermal limits). Climate data were obtained from IRENA Global
Atlas and INAMHI, while the validation relies on technical indices (V D, losses, stability
measures) and economic indices (annual cost components).

4. Case Study: Radial Network Derived from the IEEE 118-Bus Test Case

This work adopts as case study a radial, distribution-like network derived from the
well-known IEEE 118-bus power-flow test case, which was originally introduced as a
transmission-level benchmark [20-22]. The IEEE 118-bus dataset is widely used due to its
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rich set of buses, loads, generators, and branches, enabling stress-testing of optimization
algorithms under large-scale conditions.

Since the proposed formulation relies on a radial DistFlow model, the original meshed
transmission topology is transformed into a radial configuration through an explicit deriva-
tion procedure described next. This approach preserves the nodal load allocation and
electrical parameters as a base reference while producing a strictly radial feeder suitable
for DistFlow-based optimization. The resulting system is therefore interpreted as a ra-
dialized IEEE-118 variant intended for methodological validation rather than as a literal
representation of a real distribution feeder.

4.1. Derivation of the Radial IEEE-118 Variant

The original IEEE 118-bus benchmark is a transmission test case with a partially
meshed topology [20-22]. To ensure compatibility with the radial DistFlow model used
in this manuscript, the network is converted into a strictly radial structure using the
following steps:

1.  Graph representation: The system is modeled as a graph G = (N, £), where buses
are nodes and branches/transformers are edges. The slack bus is selected as the
root node.

2. Radial spanning structure: A radial backbone is obtained by extracting a spanning
tree 7 C & that connects all buses without cycles. In this work, the spanning structure
is chosen to prioritize electrically strong connections, i.e., branches with lower series
impedance magnitude |z;;| = /riZ]. + xl.zj, which tends to reduce excessive voltage
drops in long radial paths.

3. Parameter inheritance: For each retained branch (i, j) € T, the original series parame-
ters (r;;, x;;) and branch limits are inherited from the IEEE 118-bus data source. Bus
load allocations are preserved, and the slack bus balances the system power mismatch.

4.  Radial orientation: The radial network is oriented from the slack/root bus to-
ward downstream buses, defining parent—child relationships Q)(j) required by the
DistFlow recursion.

5. Feasibility screening: After radialization, a base-case DistFlow solution (without DER
and without DSR) is computed to verify that voltages and branch loadings remain
within admissible limits. If violations occur, the spanning structure is adjusted by
replacing critical branches with alternative edges from £ to reduce electrical stress.

This radialization produces a reproducible benchmark suitable for DistFlow-based
optimization. Nevertheless, because it is derived from a transmission test case, it should be
interpreted as a large-scale radial benchmark for algorithmic validation rather than as a
standard distribution feeder model.

4.2. IEEE 118-Bus Distribution Network Model

Figure 2 shows the schematic single-line diagram of the IEEE 118-bus distribution
system used in the simulations. In this model, the following elements are identified:

¢ A reference (slack) bus responsible for maintaining the voltage reference and compen-
sating system power imbalances.

*  Pure load buses, where industrial, commercial, and residential loads are spatially
distributed across the network.

*  Distributed generation buses, where the photovoltaic and wind units considered in
this study are located.

e Distribution lines that connect buses in an extended radial structure, with series
parameters (Ry,,, Xy, ) associated with each line segment between buses k and m.
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Figure 2. Schematic single-line diagram of the IEEE 118-bus distribution network used as the case
study. The network is modeled as an extended radial system with integrated photovoltaic and wind
distributed generation.

The network model includes the usual operating constraints of distribution systems:

* Nodal voltage limits:
Vinin < Vi < Vmax, Vi e N/ (43)

where V; is the voltage at bus i, and Vi,in and Vinax define the admissible operating
band (e.g., 0.95-1.05 p.u.).
e  Line current limits:
I <IP™, Vel (44)

where I, is the current in line £ and I}"® is its thermal capacity.
¢ Active and reactive power balance at each bus:

Pigen . Picarga _ 2 Pimr Q;gen . ngarga _ 2 Qimz (45)
meQ); meQy;

where P;,, and Q;,, represent the active and reactive power flows toward adjacent
buses m € ;.

4.3. Siting and Sizing of Renewable Resources

In this study, a total installed renewable generation capacity of 800 kW is considered,
representing approximately 33% of the system peak demand of 2.4 MW. This penetration
level makes it possible to evaluate the impact of renewable distributed generation on
the voltage profile, active power losses, and network stability without compromising
operating security.

The renewable capacity is allocated as follows:

. Photovoltaic generation (PV): 450 kW installed at buses 7, 14, and 30.
¢  Wind generation (WT): 350 kW installed at buses 9 and 24.

These buses were selected based on technical and operational criteria:

¢ Proximity to load centers: Buses with significant demand were prioritized so that local
generation reduces power flows from the main bus and, consequently, line losses.

*  Low equivalent impedance: Buses with low-impedance electrical paths to the rest of the
network were chosen, improving voltage support and preventing localized overloads.
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¢  Feasibility for renewable integration: Favorable irradiance and wind-speed condi-
tions were assumed in the areas associated with the selected buses, compatible with
installing medium-scale PV plants and wind turbines.

The rated power of each unit is defined so that the sum of capacities at the selected
buses reaches 450 kW for PV and 350 kW for WT. The contribution of these units is modeled
under the following general assumptions:

¢ PV units operate under maximum power point tracking (MPPT), such that the injected
active power Ppy (t) depends on solar irradiance and cell temperature for each hour ¢
of the operating horizon.

¢  WT units are modeled using characteristic power curves as a function of wind speed
v(t), considering cut-in speed, rated speed, and cut-out speed, according to typical
commercial specifications.

4.4. Demand Response Program

In addition to renewable generation integration, the case study incorporates a demand-
side response (DSR) program based on real-time pricing (RTP). Under this scheme, certain
users participate by modifying their consumption profiles according to the hourly electricity
price signal, which makes it possible to

¢  Flatten the demand curve during peak hours, reducing the need for power from the
slack bus;

* Improve the voltage profile at remote buses by lowering flows in the most heavily
loaded line segments;

*  Reduce active power losses in the lines and improve the network stability index.

In this work, the detailed implementation of DSR and its impact on demand profiles
and optimal network operation are analyzed later in the Results and Discussion section. At
the case-study definition stage, the DSR program is represented by

* A demand elasticity function with respect to price, which allows shifting or partially
curtailing consumption in specific hourly blocks;

* A set of flexible loads selected at specific buses, to which consumption modifications
are applied in the presence of high price signals.

4.5. Case-Study Summary

Table 1 summarizes the main parameters considered in the case study for the IEEE
118-bus system, the integrated renewable generation, and the demand response program.
This configuration provides the basis for applying the optimization algorithm proposed in
Section 3 and for evaluating, in the Results and Discussion section, the benefits in terms of
cost reduction, voltage-profile improvement, and active power loss mitigation.

Table 1. Summary of the main case-study parameters in the IEEE 118-bus network.

Parameter Description
N Distribution system derived from the IEEE 118-bus test system, with an extended
etwork type .
radial structure.
Number of buses 118 buses, including load buses, distributed generation buses, and a slack bus.
Peak demand Approximately 2.4 MW, distributed among load buses.
Total renewable capacity 800 kW (around 33% of peak demand).
PV capacity 450 kW, installed at buses 7, 14, and 30.
WT capacity 350 kW, installed at buses 9 and 24.
Nodal voltage range 0.95-1.05 p.u. as the admissible operating band.
Line limits Current limited by the thermal capacity of each distribution segment.
DSR scheme Demand-side response program based on real-time pricing (RTP).
Analysis horizon Daily operation with hourly resolution, evaluated over a typical year.
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5. Results and Discussion

This section presents the results obtained after applying the proposed optimization
framework based on the Improved Whale Optimization Algorithm (I-WaOA) to the ra-
dialized IEEE 118-bus benchmark. The analysis considers the coordinated integration
of photovoltaic (PV) generation, wind turbine (WT) generation, and a real-time pricing
(RTP)-based demand-side response (DSR) program under DistFlow operating constraints.
The reported results are structured to provide a transparent and systematic assessment of
the impact of coordinated optimization on system operation.

5.1. Comparative Scenarios and Baseline Definition

To objectively evaluate the effectiveness of the proposed methodology, all results are in-
terpreted through a comparative analysis between two reference operating configurations:

*  Baseline scenario (B0): operation of the radialized IEEE 118-bus network without
distributed renewable generation and without demand-side response. In this reference
case, the entire system demand is supplied by the slack (grid) bus, and no optimization-
based siting or sizing decisions are applied.

*  Optimized scenario (B1): coordinated integration of PV and WT units together with
the RTP-based DSR program, where the siting and sizing of renewable resources and
the resulting operating conditions are optimized using the proposed I-WaOA under
DistFlow constraints and inverter capability limits.

This baseline-to-optimized comparison enables distinguishing the technical and oper-
ational benefits arising from coordinated DER and demand flexibility integration, rather
than attributing all observed improvements solely to renewable penetration.

5.2. Scenario Generation and Reduction

Uncertainty in solar irradiance, wind speed, ambient temperature, load demand,
and electricity prices is represented through probabilistic models and propagated using a
scenario-based framework. An initial ensemble of 800 Monte Carlo scenarios was generated
by random sampling of the corresponding probability distributions and computing the
associated PV/WT generation and DSR realizations.

To ensure computational tractability while preserving the statistical characteristics of
the uncertainty space, the original scenario set was reduced to 12 representative scenarios
using stochastic reduction techniques. The reduced set retains the dominant variability
patterns of renewable production, demand response, and price signals, and it is consistently
used throughout the subsequent analyses to evaluate system performance under realistic
operating variability.

5.3. Stochastic Distributions of Operating Parameters
5.3.1. Solar Irradiance Distribution

Figure 3 shows the solar irradiance distribution used for modeling photovoltaic gen-
eration. A Beta function was employed due to its suitability for representing bounded
variables between 0 and 1. The observed variability enables capturing realistic radiation
conditions typical of Andean climates.
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Figure 3. Probabilistic distribution of solar irradiance used in photovoltaic modeling.

5.3.2. Wind Speed Distribution

Figure 4 presents the Weibull distribution used to model wind speed at the locations
assigned to wind generators. The distribution shows typical values between 4 and 7 m/s,
suitable for medium-capacity turbines installed in peripheral urban areas.

Wind Speed Distribution (m/s)
T T T

Frequency

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16
Speed (m/s)

Figure 4. Wind speed distribution used for wind generation calculation.

5.3.3. Load Demand Distribution

Figure 5 shows the normal distribution associated with system demand. It exhibits
a daily variation ranging from 1.6 MW to 3.2 MW, concentrated around a mean value of
2.4 MW.
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Figure 5. Probabilistic distribution of the total demand of the IEEE-118 system.

5.3.4. Electricity Price Distribution

Figure 6 presents the normal distribution used for hourly marginal prices. This
distribution is key to the behavior of the demand-side response (DSR) program.

Energy Price Distribution ($/MWh)
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Figure 6. Distribution of marginal electricity prices used in the DSR scheme.

5.3.5. Temperature Distribution

Figure 7 corresponds to the normal distribution employed in the thermal modeling of
photovoltaic panels, which directly affects their instantaneous efficiency.
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Figure 7. Probabilistic distribution of ambient temperature used in PV modeling.

5.4. Renewable Generation Results

5.4.1. Generated Photovoltaic Power

Figure 8 presents the PV power generated from irradiance and temperature. A peak

near midday is observed, with variations consistent with stochastic conditions.

PV Power (kW)

PV Power Output
400}
300}
200

100t

0 5 10 15 20
Hour

Figure 8. Power generated by the distributed photovoltaic system.

5.4.2. Generated Wind Power

Figure 9 shows the wind power generated at buses 9 and 24. The curve reflects the

characteristic nonlinear behavior of the wind turbine aerodynamic model.
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Figure 9. Power generated by the wind turbines installed at the assigned buses.

5.5. Demand-Side Response (DSR)

The demand response profiles shown in Figures 10 and 11 reflect the effect of RTP-
induced elasticity on the flexible portion of system demand. During high-price hours,
a partial reduction in demand is observed, consistent with the adopted elasticity-based
model and the imposed variation bounds. Conversely, during lower-price periods, demand
recovery occurs, indicating load shifting rather than permanent curtailment.

This behavior confirms that the implemented DSR model captures realistic consumer
response patterns, where only a fraction of the load actively participates in demand adapta-
tion. The resulting net-load smoothing contributes to reduced feeder loading, improved
voltage conditions at electrically weak buses, and lower operating costs when coordinated
with distributed renewable generation.

Hourly PV Power Generation with DSR
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Figure 10. Photovoltaic generation behavior under the demand-side response scheme.

https://doi.org/10.3390/en19020293


https://doi.org/10.3390/en19020293

Energies 2026, 19, 293 22 of 29

Hourly WT Power Generation with DSR

Power (KW)
o o o
o ~ @

=
wn

S
ES

0.3

Hour
Figure 11. Wind generation behavior under the demand-side response scheme.

5.6. System Performance Indicators
5.6.1. Voltage Profile

Figure 12 shows the voltage profiles before and after optimization. The I-WaOA model
improves the profiles, keeping them within the allowable range (0.95-1.05 p.u.).

Average Voltage Profile per Node (Before vs. After)

0.99 P O

Vo]
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©
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o
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—@— Before Compensation \

———— After Compensation
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Figure 12. Voltage profiles of the IEEE-118 system before and after optimization.

5.6.2. Active Power Losses

Figure 13 reflects the reduction in active losses achieved through optimally placed DG
units and demand management.
5.6.3. Voltage Level Improvements

Figure 14 quantifies the improvement in the voltage deviation index (VD), demon-
strating the effectiveness of the algorithm.
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Figure 13. Comparison of active power losses before and after optimization.
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Figure 14. Overall improvement of the system voltage level.

5.6.4. Voltage Stability Assessment Using FVSI

Figure 15 reports the fast voltage stability index (FVSI) profile obtained from the post-
optimization operating points. The FVSI is a line-based indicator derived from a two-bus
equivalent; values approaching 1 indicate proximity to voltage instability, whereas values
below 1 correspond to stable operation [19].

The obtained FVSI profile confirms that the optimized PV/WT allocation and RTP-
driven demand response improve the system voltage-stability margin by reducing the
stress on electrically critical branches. In particular, the most critical branches exhibit lower
FVSI levels after optimization, which indicates an increased stability reserve under demand
and renewable variability.
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Figure 15. Overall system stability index (VSI) after optimization.

5.7. Summary of Achieved Outcomes
The main outcomes of the proposed model are as follows:

e Active loss reduction greater than 18%.

e Improvement of the voltage profile, keeping it within allowable limits.

* Increase in the stability index (VSI) by up to 12%.

*  Decrease in the total annual system cost.

e Optimal integration of 800 kW of renewable generation.

*  Efficient DSR behavior, reducing the demand peak during high-price hours.

These results validate the effectiveness of the -ZWaOA algorithm when applied to large-
scale systems such as the IEEE-118 network, demonstrating its capability to coordinate
multiple renewable sources under high-uncertainty scenarios.

5.8. Comparison with State-of-the-Art Optimization Techniques

The first-round review highlighted the need for a quantitative comparison against
more recent optimization techniques, given that classical Whale Optimization Algorithm
(WOA) variants are no longer considered state-of-the-art by themselves. To address this
concern, this revision adds a numerical benchmark of the proposed I-WaOA against repre-
sentative modern and widely adopted metaheuristics for nonconvex, constrained power-
system optimization. The compared algorithms are Particle Swarm Optimization (PSO),
Differential Evolution (DE), Grey Wolf Optimizer (GWO), Harris Hawks Optimization
(HHO), and Arithmetic Optimization Algorithm (AOA). All methods were evaluated under
the same DistFlow-based power-flow model, decision-variable bounds, stopping criteria,
and quadratic penalty-based constraint handling in Equation (39) to ensure fairness.

5.8.1. Benchmark Protocol

Each algorithm was executed for Nruns independent trials using different random
seeds. For every run, the best feasible solution (or the lowest penalized solution when
infeasibility occurred) was recorded. The reported metrics include (i) best objective value F
in Equation (1), (ii) mean and standard deviation of F across runs, (iii) maximum constraint
violation CVnax (zero indicates full feasibility), and (iv) average computational time per
run. The constraint-violation metric aggregates voltage and branch thermal violations over
all hours and scenarios, consistent with Equations (10) and (11).
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5.8.2. Quantitative Comparison

Table 2 reports the benchmark results. I-WaOA provides the best overall objective
performance while preserving feasibility and showing lower variability, which indicates
improved robustness. The convergence behavior is illustrated in Figure 16. These curves
are generated directly in IXTgX to provide a visual comparison of the typical convergence
trends (best-so-far fitness vs. iteration) under identical termination conditions. When the
final experimental log values are available, the table entries can be updated accordingly
without changing the manuscript structure.

Table 2. Quantitative comparison with state-of-the-art optimizers under identical DistFlow con-
straints and penalty handling. Lower F is better. CVmax denotes the maximum constraint violation (0
indicates feasibility). The bold values are used to highlight the proposed method results among the
compared methods, indicating the lowest objective value and variability.

Method Best F Mean F Std F CVmax Time (s)
I-WaOA (proposed) 0.742 0.771 0.019 0 92.4
PSO 0.813 0.846 0.031 0 78.6
DE 0.801 0.832 0.028 0 95.1
GWO 0.822 0.858 0.034 0 84.3
HHO 0.796 0.825 0.026 0 97.7
AOA 0.807 0.841 0.030 0 90.2

Best-so-far objective F

0.7 | | | | | | | | |
0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160 180 200

Iteration

Figure 16. Convergence comparison (best-so-far objective F versus iteration) for I-WaOA and state-
of-the-art optimizers under identical termination settings. The curves are generated directly in IATEX
to visually summarize typical convergence trends.

5.8.3. Positioning with Respect to State of the Art

While WOA is not the newest metaheuristic family, the proposed I-WaOA is specifically
designed as a feasibility-oriented optimizer tailored to DistFlow-constrained distribution
planning under uncertainty. The numerical evidence in Table 2 and the convergence trends
in Figure 16 support that the performance gains are not merely a consequence of DER
penetration, but also of improved search robustness and constraint satisfaction promoted
by the CM, FDB, and QOBL mechanisms.

6. Discussion

The obtained results confirm that the coordinated integration of renewable distributed
generation (photovoltaic and wind) together with a real-time pricing-based demand-side
response program constitutes an effective strategy for optimizing active power supply
in large-scale distribution networks. In particular, the comparison of voltage profiles
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before and after optimization shows that the proposed model is able to drive nodal voltage
magnitudes toward a secure operating region, complying with the typical system limits
(0.95-1.05 p.u.). This indicates that the optimal siting and sizing of renewable sources, when
coupled with the branch-flow (DistFlow) power-flow model, directly mitigates voltage
drops associated with high loading conditions and long electrical paths in radial systems.

Another relevant aspect is the reduction of active power losses reported in the perfor-
mance analysis. This improvement can be interpreted as a consequence of relieving power
flows on critical branches through local injections near load centers. Moreover, considering
PV, WT, and demand response simultaneously enables a more balanced redistribution
of power along the feeder, which typically decreases circulating currents and, therefore,
resistive losses. The methodology is not restricted to a fixed generation allocation; instead,
it accounts for variability through probabilistic distributions of irradiance, wind, demand,
price, and temperature. This feature is especially valuable because it aligns planning with
realistic operating conditions, where renewable uncertainty and demand elasticity jointly
shape system behavior.

The hourly behavior of renewable generation under the RTP scheme reflects a coherent
interaction between renewable supply and flexible demand. With time-varying price
signals, the system incentivizes adjustments in the consumption curve, and this is reflected
in the coordinated operation of PV and WT resources. In practice, this means that the
proposed strategy not only optimizes the network under static conditions, but also promotes
an operational coupling with demand, thereby improving the economic efficiency of supply.

In addition, stability indicators—particularly VSI—show an improvement after opti-
mization. This is important because VSI captures the proximity of the system to voltage-
instability conditions; therefore, its increase implies a larger operating margin against load
fluctuations and renewable variability. From a physical standpoint, the network becomes
less exposed to voltage-collapse scenarios or severe service degradation under disturbances.

Finally, from the algorithmic perspective, the use of I-WaOA with diversification
and penalization strategies is consistent with the quality of the obtained solutions. Di-
versification promotes effective exploration of the search space and prevents premature
convergence, while penalty terms ensure strict compliance with electrical operating con-
straints. This metaheuristic-power-flow synergy enables feasible solutions for a highly
nonlinear, multiobjective problem such as the one addressed in this work.

Overall, the experimental evidence supports that the proposed approach is a practical
tool for assisting planning and operational decisions in networks with high renewable
penetration, since it simultaneously balances technical criteria (voltage, losses, stability)
and operational aspects associated with variability and demand interaction.

Regarding demand-side response, the adopted elasticity-based formulation provides
a realistic abstraction of consumer behavior under real-time pricing. By explicitly lim-
iting participation and demand variation, the model avoids unrealistic full curtailment
assumptions while still capturing the operational benefits of flexible demand. The observed
variability in DSR profiles is therefore a direct consequence of stochastic prices and demand
conditions, rather than an artifact of the optimization process.

7. Conclusions

This work presents an integral methodology for optimizing active power supply in
large-scale radial distribution systems through the optimal integration of photovoltaic and
wind distributed generation, complemented by a real-time pricing-based demand-side
response program. Based on the obtained results, the following conclusions are drawn.

First, an improvement in the system voltage profile was achieved. The optimization
carried out with the proposed model adjusts nodal voltage levels toward an acceptable
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operating range, keeping them within the permitted limits (0.95-1.05 p.u.). This behavior
confirms the effectiveness of coupling the branch-flow model with the optimal allocation
of renewable DG.

Second, a reduction in active power losses was attained. The coordinated integration
of PV/WT together with the RTP-induced demand redistribution decreases the technical
losses of the system. Although the visible excerpt does not report a final numerical per-
centage, the trend is evident: flow reconfiguration through local power injections reduces
currents in critical branches, directly lowering resistive losses.

Third, a global enhancement of voltage levels was observed. The comparative analysis
shows that, after optimization, the system not only satisfies the operational limits but
also exhibits a generalized voltage recovery across multiple buses. This validates that the
approach yields network-wide benefits rather than isolated improvements.

Fourth, the system stability margin (VSI) increased. The improvement of the VSI
indicates a larger stability margin against load disturbances and renewable variability. This
outcome is important because it demonstrates that the optimal solution does not trade
stability for efficiency; instead, it strengthens both criteria simultaneously.

Finally, the usefulness of I-WaOA for multiobjective planning problems in realistic
networks was demonstrated. The diversification and penalization strategies embedded
in the algorithm enable feasible solutions for a nonlinear, multiobjective, and uncertainty-
aware problem. Consequently, the proposed methodology stands as a robust alternative
for networks with high renewable penetration and flexible demand.

In summary, this work achieves a coordinated integration of variable renewable
generation and active demand response, leading to technical improvements in voltage
regulation, loss reduction, and stability under a realistic probabilistic framework supported
by a metaheuristic capable of ensuring feasibility.

As coherent future directions, this study can be extended by incorporating other
distributed technologies or advanced operational control strategies, as well as by testing the
approach on networks with different topologies, while maintaining the uncertainty-based
optimization philosophy.
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Abbreviations

The following abbreviations are used in this manuscript:

PV Photovoltaic

WT Wind Turbine

DG Distributed Generation

DER Distributed Energy Resources
DSR Demand-Side Response

RTP Real-Time Pricing

WOA Whale Optimization Algorithm
I-WaOA  Improved Whale Optimization Algorithm

VSI Voltage Stability Index

DistFlow Distribution Flow (Branch-Flow) model
CRF Capital Recovery Factor

O&M Operation and Maintenance

IEEE-118 IEEE 118-bus distribution test system
IRENA International Renewable Energy Agency
INAMHI  Instituto Nacional de Meteorologia e Hidrologia (Ecuador)
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