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Abstract: In this paper, a new approach to the optimized design of outer rotor Permanent Magnet
Synchronous Motors (PMSMs) for in-wheel light electric vehicle (LEV) applications is presented.
The optimized design study is based on various dimensions such as back iron depth, permanent
magnet depth and air gap length. The novel method is developed to reveal the quality factor of
design (QFD), which implies the maximum possible performance results, and determine the best
possible design for in-wheel PMSMs for direct-drive LEV applications. Therefore, the thickness of the
back iron, permanent magnet and air gap dimensions are altered accordingly to obtain an optimized
design. This design study is conducted for an in-wheel PMSM that has rated values of 2.5 kW,
150 V, 900 min 1, and 24-slot/20-pole configuration intended for LEV propulsion. These designs are
simulated in order to obtain the maximized combination of efficiency, shaft power, shaft torque and a
minimized combination of total weight, iron losses, copper losses, input current and cogging torque.
The measure of the optimized parameters is named QFD, which indicates the goodness of the design
through the use of radar charts. The values of the essential coefficients of QFD may vary for different
applications, e.g., the design of PMSMs used in traction applications has some certain criteria that
imply high-performance operation. Additionally, the QFD can guide motor manufacturers as a
starting point for a design study.

Keywords: PMSM; optimum motor design; quality factor of design (QFD); permanent magnet;

ferromagnetic

1. Introduction

Permanent Magnet Synchronous Motors (PMSMs) are widely applied in industrial
applications and have been comprehensively improved through the development of out-
standing features such as high efficiency, low noise, and small volume [1,2]. In recent
decades, PMSMs and Brushless Direct Current motors (BLDCMs) have been preferred for
LEV applications by manufacturers due to their advantages such as high performance, ease
of manufacture and regenerative braking capability [3,4]. BLDCMs are obviously a type of
PMSM. As an umbrella term, PMSM indicates both sinusoidal and trapezoidal back EMF
permanent magnet motors. The main features of BLDCMs are an alternating square wave
terminal current and trapezoidal back EMF due to the winding distribution. However, for
PMSMs, there are no sharp boundaries between trapezoidal and sinusoidal types; therefore,
most PMSMs can be operated using both sinusoidal and trapezoidal control schemes.
LEVs are widely available for local transportation and short travelling distances and are
convenient due to their smaller sizes and use of direct-drive in-wheel (hub) motors, e.g.,
electric scooters, trikes and electric bicycles. However, there are some important design
constraints for in-wheel BLDCMs, mainly relating to the dimensions of the driving wheel,
where the BLDCM is located, with considerations of the size of the tire and the braking
system. These constraints directly affect the parts of a BLDC motor, such as the size of the
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magnet, back iron depth and air gap [5-7]. Analytical studies that can help determine the
geometric dimensions of a BLDCM that affect the output parameters, such as efficiency and
torque, can also be found in the literature [8]. For in-wheel permanent magnet motors, the
outer dimensions are mostly defined by the available space inside of the wheel, so design
studies are focused on the rotor structures, such as different magnet arrangements in the
axial direction, affecting the motor performance parameters [9]. However, these parameters
must be carefully selected due to their impact on proper motor design. For direct-drive
electric vehicle propulsion systems, proper design is related to various performance pa-
rameters, such as efficiency, total losses, cogging torque, weight, volume optimization, and
higher torque production capabilities [10]. Direct-drive applications are mostly preferred
in electric motor propulsion, mostly when low speed and high torque are required. This
kind of system does not contain a large number of mechanical parts and does not cause a
decrease in efficiency, output power and speed. Therefore, the probability of malfunctions
is lower than in other drive systems due to their simpler structure [11].

The main problem of optimal electric motor design arises from multiple correlated
factors that need to be optimized to achieve maximum benefit, i.e., maximum expected
performance [12,13]. Solutions such as asymmetric magnet array implementations and
air gap optimizations are used to maximize permanent magnet motor output parameters,
and the relationships between these parameters and other parameters of the motor are
examined in the literature [14,15].

Some researchers have modified rotor configurations to improve the performance of
direct-drive motors while using the same basic motor dimensions. One of these methods
uses two-magnet segments per pole where fundamental harmonic is reduced; therefore,
deterioration in the performance of the motor is also diminished [16]. The design phase of
the motor is important due to the power limitations of the BLDCMs used in mechatronic
applications. It has been observed that changing the volume and weight of the materials of
the magnet, copper and back iron used in these structures has a great effect, not only on
motor performance but also on the total cost. These results show that the optimization of
the BLDCMs used in robotic applications has benefits in terms of production costs. It is
understood that these changes not only affect motor performance but also influence noise
and vibration [17-19].

Research shows that the changes in stator parameters cause BLDCM vibration and
noise that can be minimized by some modifications, and improvements to the stator struc-
ture minimize these negativities [20,21]. Magnetic and structural Finite Element Analysis
(FEA), and the examination of these optimizations lead to improved motor designs [22]. It
is also known that the stator static eccentricity of external rotor BLDCM:s affects the no-load
radial magnetic field [23]. Computer-aided simulation techniques, such as FEA, provide
reliable and accurate results for designing electric motors [5,6,24,25].

In research studies on BLDC machines used as starter generators in aerial applications,
it has been stated that different stator slot types affect machine efficiency [26]. These studies
show the importance of optimization in terms of the dimensions of stator and air gap,
indicating that efficiency can be increased with an optimized stator slot area [27,28]. In
addition, the researchers who examined the mathematical model of the stator slot structure
similarly reached the conclusion that efficiency and torque ripple can be improved by
optimizing this structure [29]. Another study based on FEA revealed that losses, such as
eddy current losses, can change with these optimized structures [30].

The stator laminations, the rotor steel ring, the permanent magnet assembly and the
copper windings in surface mounted magnet outer rotor BLDC motors are important
parameters to be considered in the design process. Researchers also emphasize that the
combination of the magnet type, the housing type, the pole-arc and the magnet embracing
ratio variations on permanent magnet BLDCM design is essential [31]. By analyzing these
parameters on low-power BLDCMs, they also note the importance of these factors for a
proper design [32]. It is also known that eddy currents are one of the many parameters that
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greatly affect loss and efficiency. Here, it is important to emphasize that the geometry and
materials of motor are essential to minimize eddy current losses [33].

Another problem of electric motor design is to find a starting point of study, which is
the main challenge of conceptual design. Naturally, for in-wheel motor applications, the
most essential limitations are coming from the wheel size of LEV and it is also a mandatory
restriction for design work. After satisfying the volume issues, the designer must deal with
performance requirements. In this study, an optimal design approach is provided for a
given inner stator (outer rotor) structure and winding configuration by varying dimensions
of rotor components and air gap.

“Where to start to design?” is an essential question for an electric machine designer,
and there are always several different ways to begin a design work such as using basic
generic design equations. Proper values of number of stator slots, magnets and winding
configurations can be determined quickly from the previous studies given in the litera-
ture [34,35]. However, the design study becomes tricky when it comes to dimensions.
Correlations among basic dimensions may make design study inextricable. In this paper,
the main aim is to propose an effective method for the mentioned design dilemma and to
give an alternative way for the designer to follow. After the first assumptions in the design
effort, such as slot/pole combinations, the FEAs of in-wheel BLDC motors are carried out to
investigate the dimensions which yield an optimum design. The mentioned dimensions are,
of course, the alterable dimensions, whereas the outer size of the motor which is defined by
the space of the driven wheel remains unchanged. The back iron, permanent magnet and
also air gap dimensions are changed due to requirements of the most possible optimum
design. Then, a spider-web or radar chart calculation approach is applied to the per unit
performance parameters. Surprisingly, the first examples of spider-web-chart-like graphs
were used by Florence Nightingale to visualize the mortality rates of army in 1859 [36].
In this study, the spider web charts were used not only for the comparison of multiple
parameters but also weighting the optimal parameter values.

The context of this paper is as follows: First, the concept of design goodness is
explained and the scope of this study is outlined. Second, the fundamental design criteria
related to electric motor dimensions are expressed. Then, the essential dimensions affecting
the motor design and performance are indicated. The methodology of QFD considering the
multiple performance factors is clarified by means of explanations and equations. Then, the
analyses and modelling work are given. A selection process of the optimum design based
on the multiple performance targets is accomplished by means of the proposed method.
A chapter regarding the prototype manufacturing and experimental work is presented.
Finally, a conclusive section is given for discussing the study outcomes.

In this study, a novel optimization effort is implemented on some essential dimensions
of an in-wheel BLDC motor. The external dimensions are determined by the application
volume of the motor, i.e., usable space inside the driven wheel. For the first time in
the literature, radar charts are used not only as a visual tool but also as a mathematical
instrument in the selection process of the optimum design of an in-wheel BLDC motor. In
order to use a radar chart mathematically, all important performance criterion numbers
are converted to per unit values and the area covered by the chart is found. This area also
serves as a selection basis: The larger area indicates a more optimal motor design.

2. What Is “Good Design” for In-Wheel BLDCM

There are different “goodness” definitions for electric motors. “Goodness factor”
was proposed by Prof. Laithwaite to evaluate the performance of unorthodox motor
structures such as short-stroke linear motors. An effort to find a goodness criterion for
electric machines beyond efficiency was considered nearly 50 years ago and simply has
been named as “goodness factor” which was based on the quality of magnetic and electric
circuits [37]. Naturally, there are other measures which are depicting a properly designed
electric motor. However, “Good Design” for electric motors used in in-wheel electric vehicle
propulsion can be defined as a combination of optimal features of an electric motor which

7
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is containing multiple performance parameters related to effective traction. This goodness
includes efficiency, higher torque-to-weight ratio, lower cogging torque, and smaller size.
However, efficiency cannot be singled out as a sole goodness parameter, because the weight,
volume and cogging torque are other essential criteria of proper motor designs.

As an impressive example, higher efficiency general purpose motors such as IE3 class
and IE4 class motors have poor power-to-weight and torque-to-weight ratios despite their
superior efficiency values. So, these motors can be evaluated only from the efficiency point
of view. When it comes to high-performance BLDC drone motors, the power-to-weight
ratio becomes a dominant factor for a good design. On the other hand, direct-drive electric
vehicle motors must be designed for nearly cogging torque-free and with improved value
of torque-to-weight ratio and power-to-torque. For instance, in some servomotor designs,
performance requirements differ substantially; winding resistance and torque constant are
intentionally kept in lower values so that the current demand of the motor will be higher to
produce an abrupt torque to overcome high pulsating loads or high static friction loads. All
these approaches refer to the diversity of electric machine optimization measures. Thus, a
combined and weighted “goodness measure” is more suitable than the individual criterion
which implies sole performance quality.

3. Fundamental Equations Related to Main Dimensions

The torque production capability of a motor with given dimensions can be predicted
based on the previous studies in the literature. For certain types of motors, the torque
production capability is defined by means of torque per rotor volume ratio or simply
TRV [38]. The size of an electric motor is commonly characterized by this value TRV which
is expressed by the shaft torque per rotor volume and is given as:

TRV ~ 7-D? Ly (1)

To satisfy the improved performance of the in-wheel BLDCM, the selection of proper
dimensions is an essential issue. The TRV value inherently relates the product of the electric
loading and the magnetic loading of a motor design. Electric loading of a motor is given as
follows. o Tl

a1 Ty
“xD @
where D is the diameter of the air gap, m is the number of phases, Ty, is the number of
turns in series per phase, and I is the RMS phase current.

Electric Loading =

2}7'@1

Magnetic Loading =
where p is the number of pole-pairs, Ly is the stack length and & is the flux, related to the
pole magnetic flux density.

The electric loading is related to the current density | in the conductors. Assuming
the area of one slot is Ag,; and the slot-fill factor Fy,; is defined as ratio of Ag,; occupied
by copper.

_ Electric Loading-A
Fsjo- Aslor

where A is slot pitch [30]. For this reason, the current density is related to the diameter of
the air gap. The increase in air gap between the stator and the rotor causes a proportional
change in current density for in-wheel BLDCMs. The loss, efficiency, torque and power are
changed due to this alteration of current density.

Magnetic loading, which can be explained as the average of the flux density in the air
gap, is an important indicator of how efficiently the air gap area is used. The magneto-
motive force of the excitation source and core losses increase with the value of magnetic
loading. A small air gap maximizes the flux for a given thickness of permanent magnet, but
it also forces mechanical tolerances, increases cogging torque, and inductance [38]. With

J (4)
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the contribution of high coercivity and remanence of permanent magnets, surface-magnet
brushless motors can keep the air gap length several times larger than those of switched
reluctance or induction motors.

4. Essential Dimensions of In-Wheel BLDCM

The section of in-wheel BLDCM is shown in Figure 1. The dimensions are defined as
air gap (b), permanent magnet (c), back iron (d) and consequently total dimension (a) is
given by Equation (5).

a=b+c+d (5)

Magnet Back Iron

Figure 1. Part of in-wheel BLDCM.

The preliminary design parameters of the in-wheel BLDCM is listed in Table 1.

Table 1. Specifications of analysis motor.

Parameter Value Unit
Rated Output Power 2.5 kW
Rated Voltage 150 \%
Number of Poles 20

Number of Stator Slots 24

Given Rated Speed 900 rpm
Type of Steel M15_29G

Length of Rotor 30 mm
Type of Magnet NdFe38

Outer Diameter of Stator 234 mm
Outer Diameter of Rotor 265.8 mm
Electrical Pole Embrace 0.792 mm

The initial geometric data and optimized data range are shown in Table 1. The first
geometric data set which is presented in this study is based on a common size used for light
electric vehicle motors. The designs are simulated according to the optimized data range
value using ANSYS Electronics Desktop 2022 R2 as FEA solver software. To investigate
the performance of electric motors, FEA is frequently employed. Computerized simulation
techniques yield precise and dependable results. FEM is applied to solve Maxwell’s
equations, which elucidate electromagnetic fields represented by a couple of differential
equations. Researchers emphasize that the use of FEA is one of the most accurate methods,
especially for calculating the power, torque and efficiency of permanent magnet motors,
and for creating loaded- and no-load models for BLDCMs [39,40]. The results of FEA with
analytical models for BLDCMs and PMSMs show that their consideration in the control
strategy has a great impact [41].
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In this paper, the investigative study with the value of the efficiency, output power,
rated torque, input current, cogging torque and total weight of in-wheel BLDCM with
different values for air gap (b), permanent magnet (c), and back iron (d) is shown in Table 2.

Table 2. Initial and optimized geometric data.

Initial Data Optimized Data Range Increment Step
Data Name [mm] [mm] [mm]
Min-Max
a 159 159 fixed
b 1 1-3 0.5
c 3 3-7 1
d 11.9 5.9-11.9 050r1.0*

* Increase in b causes an increment value of 0.5; an increase in ¢ causes an increment value of 1.0.

5. QFD Methodology

This study is carried out according to the flowchart given in Figure 2. The workflow
of the design study can be simplified as follows: The simulation study is commenced with
some preselected designs with altered dimensions. The designs are analyzed using the
RMXprt electrical machine design package of ANSYS Electronics Desktop 2022 R2 software,
as a general approach. The designs with promising performance are qualified. After that,
the detailed FEA studies are conducted for those designs both for 2D and 3D analyses with
the Maxwell package of ANSYS Electronics Desktop 2022 R2 software. Then, the decision
process for selecting the best possible design is conducted by means of the proposed QFD
method. The finalized design is prototyped and analyzed experimentally.

Basic Design Constraints:
Main Dimensions, Torque-
Speed Requirements

!

Pre-design Work

l

RMXprt Analyses

Is the Design
Satisfying the Basic
Performance Criteria?

Maxwell 2D-3D Analyses

!
QFD Method Analyses

Final Design

Figure 2. Design flowchart.
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orp = [(

)

The goodness measure of desired motor performance can be shown by means of a
combination of performance measures of design [39,40]. This measure is defined as quality
factor of design (QFD). The radar chart of optimized performance is shown in Figure 2.
The four top results and one worst result among the designs in Figure 2 are reported.
Equation (6), which consists of five selected parameters, i.e., performance goodness criteria,
is developed to find the quality factor of design (QFD); the equation simply represents the
area of a radar chart with five different parameters,

(3 (- (- (D)) o

where QFD is the quality factor of design, 7 is the efficiency, Py, is the shaft power, m is the
total weight, f. is the rated torque, i is the input current, and ¢, is the cogging torque. # is an
important parameter for QFD. P, /m value represents the output power for a unit mass. t./i
and f./m values show the torque produced per unit input current and the torque produced
per unit mass. f./t. value indicates the torque produced for a unit cogging torque.

Therefore, Equation (7) is developed to find the quality factor of design coefficients
classified by their weights. The quality factor of design (QFD) in generalized form is given
as follows

n

o () sin(z,f)]-{ Y- nCe e oo +mcl-vncn]} 7)

k=1

where C values show related goodness factors of optimized design and a coefficient can be
assigned due to the concessions of related design. - is the related weighting coefficient that
determines the weighted value of the performance factor. During the design process, the
value of 7y can be defined between 0 and 1 according to the targeted optimum design. So,
the optimum design is guided by the previously selected design constraints.

Therefore, the researchers and manufacturers of in-wheel BLDCM can determine the
optimum coefficients in Equation (7) according to their design priorities. Moreover, the
results of the most appropriate design can be obtained according to their objectives.

6. Analysis of In-Wheel BLDCM Performance with Different Design Parameters

The improvement of in-wheel BLDCM design for electric vehicle drive system un-
der the condition that the main size of the motor remains constant has been revealed in
recent studies.

In order to expedite the design process, a quick decision method is conceived by
utilizing the correlation among rotor dimensions, magnet depth, air gap length based on
previous experiences, and performance requirements.

For this study, twenty-five different design approaches have been simulated. In Table 2,
the comparison of the output data of the in-wheel BLDCM is shown. During these analyses,
the output power is kept constant, also the operation temperature is kept below 90 °C to
avoid diminishing torque production capability due to demagnetization. Moreover, the
stator slot fill factors are maintained at the range of 60-70%, which is applicable practically,
and the armature current density is kept below 6 A/mm? for natural cooling. The results
of the simulations are given in Table 3.

When FEA is carried out for the optimum designed 24 slot/20 pole motor geometry,
magnetic flux density and flux lines are obtained as shown in Figures 3 and 4. The presented
figures are showing the analyses of the final optimum design, i.e., the prototyped design.
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Table 3. Design analysis results.

Full Load Data  Design 1 Design 2 Design 3 Design 4 Design 5
1 [%] 94.9281 95.0341 95.1184 95.3568 95.2557

Py [W] 2499.91 2499.8 2499.74 2499.98 2499.99

te [Nm] 22.0573 21.1043 20.3569 18.2489 19.1299
i[A] 17.5565 17.5361 17.5202 17.4781 17.4967

t; [Nm] 0.66704 0.22058 0.18830 0.02516 0.29259

m [kg] 5.63004 5.54567 5.46094 5.4496 5.29044

Ansys  |aresn oy

Max: 2.022E+00

2.100E+00
! 1.890E+00
16808400

1.470E+00
1.260E+00

1.050E+00
8.4006-01
6.300E-01
200801 | |f
2.100E-01

0.000E+00 | Y

Min: 8.986€-07

00 200 fmm) ° 00 200 0mm)

@) (b)

Figure 3. Distribution of magnetic flux density of in-wheel BLDCM: (a) 2D and (b) 3D.

272 Rz

A [Wb/m] ) . Ansys

Max: 1.526E-02

20E-02
' 1.8E-02
1.8E-02

1.4E-02
1.2E-02

1.0E-02
8.0E-03

= 6.0E-03

4.0E-03
2.0E-03
0.0E+00

Min: -1.525E-02

0 0 200 ¢mm)

Figure 4. Magnetic flux lines of in-wheel BLDCM.

Here, the effectiveness of employing a magnetic core is delineated by ensuring an
optimal flux distribution within predefined parameters. The regions near saturation, where
the flux density hovers at approximately 2 T, are conspicuously evident solely at the teeth
edges. Additionally, as depicted in Figure 4, the flux lines manifest a seamless and uniform
distribution, aligning with anticipated characteristics.

7. Implementation of QFD

After the selection of five different promising motor designs, a decision process to find
the optimum design regarding the previously defined goodness criteria is implemented.
As stated before, five different performance goodness factors are selected to reach the final
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optimal design: efficiency, cogging torque, output power-to-weight ratio, electromagnetic
torque-to-terminal current ratio, and torque-to-weight ratio. All these parameters are
converted to per unit values as given in Table 4 in order for the values to be comparable to
each other. At the final step, Figure 5, which shows the comparison of the five different

designs, is obtained.

Table 4. Analysis results with normalized values.

Full Load Data  Design 1 Design 2 Design 3 Design 4 Design 5
1 0.9955043 0.9966159 0.9974999 1 0.9989398
Pu/m 0.9396506 0.9539042 0.9686814 0.9707903 1

te/i 1 0.9579073 0.9248219 0.8310517 0.8702461

te/m 1 0.9713508 0.9514882 0.8547345 0.9229541

te/tc 0.0455905 0.1319103 0.1490511 1 0.0901421

QFD 1.4104799 1.4525340 1.4421132 2.0650991 1.3532123

n
teftc Pm/m

Figure 5. Radar charts for qualified designs.

As has been previously explained, the results of the simulations are converted into per
unit values in order to be compared to each other. Based on the analysis, the design data
set is converted to per unit values based on the maximum data values, and five selected
designs which have resulted in the highest QFD values are given in Table 4.

As shown in Table 4, the results of the design analysis with per unit values are
calculated according to QFD by using Equation (6). The comparison of the results of the

tefi

quality factors among the designs from 1 to 5 is shown in Figure 5.
As a result of comparison between designs shown in Figure 5,

The efficiency values of all designs are almost the same.

The optimal result of the shaft power over the total weight belongs to Design 5.
The optimal result of the rated torque over the input current belongs to Design 1.
The optimal result of the rated torque over the total weight belongs to Design 1.

s [ 2ziiEm 1
s C2siigm 2

Design 3
s D 2z 4

s [ 2igm 5
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e  The optimal result of the rated torque over the cogging torque belongs to Design 4.

Design 4 comes into prominence based on QFD values among all designs. In addition,
the air gap can be preferred as greater than or equal to 1 mm and less than or equal to
3 mm as shown in Figure 5. The results are obtained on the assumption that weights of all
parameters in Equation (6) are per unit. As shown in Figure 5, the area of graph which is
based on the quality of design parameters implies the QFD.

8. Prototyping and Experimental Results of In-Wheel BLDCM

After finalizing the optimum design study, the selected design, i.e., Design 4, is
modelled in a SolidWorks 2022 to obtain the physical model of the motor. The exploded
view of the prototype motor is shown in Figure 6. In Figure 7, the parts of the prototype
motor are shown before the assembly process.

Housing

~ . ;;nets Back Iron
) \\T.\_ B
: Stator Windin
\ \ Shaft i
Taper Ring

Bearing Hub

-

Housing

Figure 6. Exploded view of prototype motor.

/

Figure 7. Prototype of in-wheel PMSM.

A test setup which is shown in Figure 8 is constructed to determine the performance
of in-wheel BLDCM. The motor is connected to a load via a torque transducer.
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Figure 8. Test setup.

The characteristics of the motor are determined by the performance of the motor under
different load levels. The terminal voltage waveform for each phase and the terminal
current of phase-A of the prototype motor are shown in Figures 9 and 10. The terminal
voltage waveforms for each phase given in Figure 9 are shown in different colors. As shown
in the figures, a proper trapezoidal driving scheme, i.e., BLDC motor operation, can be
seen explicitly.

150 +° N\ AT

150 4
0+
|

150 +

i Nk
LR Ly
I

b

t t t > {[ms]
1.25 2.5 3.75

Figure 9. The 3-phase terminal voltage waveforms.
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i lA]

10

} » {[ms]

Figure 10. Phase current.

The shaft power of the motor at different loads is evaluated according to the speed
of the motor obtained by the tachometer and instantaneous torque values are obtained
by the torque sensor placed between the load and in-wheel BLDCM in the test setup. At
the same time, input power is calculated by means of the motor input current and voltage
measurements. Note that these calculations are evaluated simultaneously to increase the
precision of the results. As a result of the performance test, the values given in Table 5
and graphs in Figures 11-15 are obtained. The simulated and tested graphs of the output
torque versus terminal current are shown in Figure 11. In Figure 12, the simulated and
tested characteristics of the efficiency versus shaft speed are presented. In Figure 13, the
simulated and tested characteristics of the terminal current versus shaft speed are given.
The shaft power versus shaft speed characteristics are shown in Figure 14 both for the
simulated and experimented results. Lastly, Figure 15 depicts the shaft torque versus shaft
speed graphs for the simulated and tested values. It can be seen clearly that the test results
are compatible with the simulated results. In this way, the simulations are verified by the
experimental work.

Table 5. Results of performance test.

Test Input Input Speed Rated Input Power  Shaft Power Efficiency
Number Current Voltage [min-1] Torque [W] (W] (%]
[A] AY [Nm]
1 4.8 150.3 1010 54 721.44 571.10 79.16
2 12.3 148.9 1004 15.5 1831.47 1629.53 88.97
3 14.8 150.2 995 19.3 2222.96 2010.84 90.46
4 17.8 148.8 986 23.7 2648.64 2446.93 92.38
5 20.6 148.8 969 27.5 3065.28 2790.31 91.03
6 22.1 150.2 950 30.2 3319.42 3004.19 90.50
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9. Conclusions

In this paper, an optimization approach of an in-wheel BLDCM is developed based
on performance requirements and proper dimensions. A novel design decision process
is introduced as quality factor of design (QFD) according to weighted performance crite-
ria. Thus, the efficiency, output power, rated torque, input current, cogging torque and
total weight of in-wheel BLDCM are evaluated by means of different values for air gap,
permanent magnet depth and back iron depth. For different designs, FEM analyses are
implemented. The selected optimum design is prototyped and verified experimentally. The
test results are in agreement with the optimization approach.

The quality factor of design (QFD) can be used as a guide in the design of in-wheel
BLDC motors for manufacturers and researchers. Through this method, the required design
period and the amount of materials can be minimized compared to traditional methods.

The aim of this study also includes the provision of novel solutions to electric machine
design in general. Due to the multi-parameter nature of electric machines, design studies
contain numerous decision-making processes. Defining a “quality factor” in the design
study therefore contributes to and consolidates the design work of electrical machinery.
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