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Abstract: The residential building stock represents one of the major players in energy use and
greenhouse gas emissions; thus, it is fundamental to reduce the energy used. Simulation tools are
becoming more and more accurate in compliance with the new requirements both at the single-
building and at the district scale, although they are not affordable by non-specialist users such as
policymakers. The research concerns the evaluation of the energy demand for space heating for a
historical district that is representative of the Italian building stock. The work compares dynamic
and specialist-oriented urban scale tools such as Energy Urban Resistance Capacitance Approach
(EUReCA) and City Energy Analyst (CEA)) as well as a quasi-steady-state calculation method (Excel
spreadsheet), which is more affordable for non-specialist users. The work was carried out to assess
the possible deviation of the results between the dynamic and quasi-steady-state calculation methods,
as well as to identify any limits and opportunities in the application of the latter procedure, which is
currently the official national calculation tool for the implementation of Directive 2010/31/EU. The
study shows how the quasi-steady-state method predicts a reliable building energy demand, in line
with the results obtained by the two dynamic tools, when considering only geometry and infiltrations
as input. However, the limits of the quasi-steady-state method emerge when introducing internal
loads, significantly underestimating the energy demand compared to CEA and EUReCA simulations.
The results underline the potential application of the quasi-steady-state method to predict energy
demand, although dynamics tools are more reliable but far more complex. Major findings through
two methods concern the impact of solar heat gains on the overall heating demand at both the single
building and the district scale. The different results between the tools provided evidence of a gap in
the use of the simplest tool and demonstrated the accuracy and reliability of the proposed approach
with a lower computational effort.

Keywords: City Energy Analyst; EUReCA; Excel spreadsheet; residential buildings; building energy
demand

1. Introduction

The building sector is responsible for the highest impact on the environment, mostly
because of space heating and domestic hot water (DHW) production [1]. It is known that
30% of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and 40% of the global energy consumption are
due to the building sector [2].

The European building stock is dominated mainly by residential buildings, represent-
ing about 75% of the total floor area. They consume more than 27% of the total final energy
consumed in the European Union [3,4]. When looking at the age of the building stock,
almost 67% of the constructions were built before 1990; thus, the technologies applied
are currently at the end of their service life and intervention of building renovation is
asupable [5-7].
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The residential sector covers 80% of the Italian building stock, and the energy con-
sumed by this sector is about 28% of the total [8-10]. Analyzing the data from the Italian
National Institute of Statistics (ISTAT), it emerges that 86% of the residential buildings were
constructed before 1990, suggesting an even more urgent need for renovations [11,12]. In
the last decades, actions to improve energy efficiency in buildings have been promoted
through various policies both at national and international scale through directives and
laws setting ambitious goals regarding the reduction of GHG emissions and energy use.

Following the indication given by the European Union (EU), many efforts to reduce
energy consumption are focused on residential buildings [13]. The literature on the subject
is vast and heterogeneous, including best practices to achieve an optimal renovation
with the lowest costs. These studies focus on multiple categories of residential buildings
(e.g., detached houses, apartment blocks, terraced houses) belonging to different ages
ranging from ancient buildings to contemporary constructions. In the last few years, the
district-scale approach has become more and more attractive to plan retrofit actions with
wider perspectives, working with policymakers and similar professionals. The European
Commission (EC) supports several projects applied at the district scale, supporting the idea
that this approach can lead to higher savings than the single-building-scale interventions,
especially in terms of preliminary energy analysis, design, and construction. Furthermore,
the integration of renewable energy sources (RES) may be easier on a larger scale and work
more effectively compared to systems that provide heating, cooling, and electricity at the
single-building level. Moreover, financial solutions to support the interventions will be
more cost-effective and easy to find [14].

The development of computer tools and software for the dynamic energy simulation
of buildings experienced an increase in the last few years, following an intensification of
research focusing on analyzing the performance and behaviour of structures based on
their retrofit. Literature concerning tools for dynamic simulations is already extensive, and
various manuscripts deal with comparing the existing software [15-18]. In particular, two
recent studies by Zakula, Connolly et al. [19,20] concluded that among all the tools analyzed,
none of them was capable of investigating all the aspects related to the performance of
building systems and their enhancement. Moreover, RES integration in the renovation
process was explored in-depth, underlining the absence of an appropriate tool capable of
dealing with this topic [19,20]. Although there is a lack of a comprehensive tool for dynamic
energy analysis of buildings, some softwares are commonly used in the academic world to
deal with these issues. Energy consumption simulation is very critical and TRNSYS [21]
and Energy Plus [21-24] are the most used tools for both residential and commercial uses.
Other examples of widely used software are Trace 700 and eQUEST [25,26]. The main
reasons behind their success are the possibility of analyzing in detail the characteristics of
energy and technological systems of buildings and simulating the dynamics of structures.

Even though offering numerous advantages, such as accuracy in modeling, flexibility
in usage, and detailed results, some disadvantages prevent the widespread use of these
tools. The software for building simulation, especially those mentioned before, requires
a high level of expertise in the user. A lot of input parameters are usually needed in the
process of modeling and characterizing the case study. Moreover, both the modeling and
simulation process can be time-intensive, especially when running simulations of large
complexes or when a high degree of detail is needed. These disadvantages are an obstacle
to the widespread use of this software, especially for people who lack the know-how,
specific skills, or time to carry out such long and complex analyses [17].

Moreover, quasi-steady-state tools could be considered to determine energy models
and simulations for buildings, especially at the beginnings of the design process to help
planners understand the relationship between the energy need, built form, and energy
opportunities for buildings and the neighborhood.

In a steady-state regime, variables such as solar radiation or air temperatures are fixed
over time, while boundary condition data such as climate variables are time integrated
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using seasonal or monthly average values (consumption calculation methods) or peak
values (for HVAC system sizing) [17].

This approach will usually tend to overestimate the operating hours or to oversize
the plant capacity because the peak power demand is considered for pre-feasibility studies
and only yearly-monthly consumption data are assumed for business plans [27].

Moreover, in such building energy simulations, it is common practice to evaluate
power demand by using at least the hourly energy demand. However, the power demand
simulation in the context of buildings is more sophisticated at the urban scale for different
reasons [28]. Firstly, it is necessary to have a vast amount of data about built construction
and components (geometrical information, thermo-physical properties, etc.), and the urban
environment of each building has to be considered in terms of point, meteorological loads
depending on obstructions, surrounding surfaces, and urban morphology. Moreover, the
diversity of occupant behaviour, direct actions and use of heating, ventilation, and air
conditioning (HVAC) systems at the urban scale influences the spatio-temporal patterns
of energy demand [29]. One key limitation of steady-state models consists of the rather
simplified behavior of building occupants. The effects of occupants on district scale energy
demand needs an improved analysis because their activities are responsible for the energy
need in the considered area [30]. Then, the max power demands of a district are not the
same as the sum of the max power demands of each building [31].

Many companies, including energy saving companies (ESCos), software houses, and
research institutions have developed several tools for dynamic energy simulation of build-
ings in past years. In many cases, these tools focus on the simulation of individual units
or small groups of buildings [32]. However, there are also tools developed to study the
dynamics of city districts and various configurations of retrofit interventions on buildings
to enlarge the study up to hundreds of buildings. For this reason, various models and tools
have been developed specifically for assessing building energy supply and demand at the
urban level [32-34].

Concerning energy models at the district and city scale, some tools have been devel-
oped so far with the steady-state approach, focusing on policy makers as type of user, thus
falling into f Feasibility Model or Planning tool category. The spreadsheet tool Plan4DE [35]
by IEA DHC or the EU-funded project ExcEED [36] or the Open source Hotmaps [37] or
Thermos [38] are some examples.

This paper aims to increase the level of knowledge surrounding the two methodologies
for building simulation (i.e., dynamic and quasi-steady-state), employing a comparison
to highlight the limitations and the advantages of both approaches. The aim of this
work is the estimation of the forecasts of energy use and consumption in residential
buildings representative of the Italian building stock via dynamic and quasi-steady-state
calculation methods, in order to assess the possible deviation of results between them,
as well as identifying possible limits and opportunities in the application of the most
straightforward procedure, the quasi-steady-state. In particular, the application of the
quasi-steady-state calculation method could be used by non-specialist users, for instance
urban planner or politicians, to determine the energy needs of a district of buildings or
individual constructions. In this case, no previous deep knowledge in urban simulation
is necessary, and filling a spreadsheet is sufficient to have a global understanding of the
energy functioning of the district.

Even though each tool can estimate space heating and cooling energy demand as
well as domestic hot water needs, the paper focused on the space heating demand as it is
responsible for the highest energy use.

2. Materials and Methods

The analysis was performed by comparing the quasi-steady-state simulation, con-
ducted using the MS Excel worksheet with the software City Energy Analyst (CEA) [39,40],
developed by the ETH Zurich, and focused on the energy simulation of city districts. The
buildings used as a case study for the research are a series of residential buildings located in
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the city of Venice, Italy. A further comparison will be developed with the tool EUReCA (En-
ergy Urban Resistance Capacitance Approach) [41-43] based on the resistance—capacitance
approach suggested by the EN ISO 13790:2008 Standard [44]. They represent the type
of multi-family building built between the two world wars to cope with the enormous
emigration of people who moved from the countryside to the cities searching for work.

2.1. Dynamic State Simulation by City Energy Analyst Simulation Tool

For the research conducted and described in this manuscript, it has been decided to use
City Energy Analyst (CEA). CEA is an open-source tool developed by the Architecture and
Building Systems (A /S) Group of the ETH Zurich, which allows analysis and optimization
for energy systems in city districts, energy modeling of building datasets, development
of retrofit strategies at the district level, urban planning, CO; emissions, and economic
benefits for retrofit strategies. Moreover, it enables professionals to plan district energy
systems and assess the possible exploitation of on-site renewables [45,46].

The software, developed using Python programming language in its 2.7 version,
is built as an extension of ArcGIS version 10.3. CEA’s framework for energy analysis
employs seven databases and six calculation modules. For our research, the most important
databases are weather, urban, and archetypes. The weather database contains historical
data related to atmospheric characteristics such as temperature, relative humidity, and solar
radiation of the place of interest. The urban database comprises geo-referenced info related
to the buildings, infrastructure, and topography of the site. Building characteristics are
considered such as height, WWR—window to wall ratios, footprint area, type of use, date
of construction, and last renovation. The archetypes database is used to describe envelope
and HVAC characteristics for building stock. It is based on statistical data, but actual data
from other sources can be used. For the calculation modules, formulas developed within
the research of the A/S group are used [45]. These modules are designed to simulate
resource availability potential, optimization, and visualization of building energy systems,
moving from the individual building scale to the district scale. For this, a simplified supply
chain including all energy flows in the generation, conversion, distribution, emission, and
transfer subsystems at the district level is taken into account. Formulas based on EN ISO
13790:2008 Standard are used for the dynamic calculation of the building energy demand.
In the model, the final energy demand is split into the main uses and estimated on an
hourly basis [46].

2.2. Dynamic State Simulation by EUReCA

A new Python-based tool, EUReCA, recently presented by Prataviera et al. [42], has
been applied to the case study. The EUReCA platform implements a 5R1C model described
in the EN ISO 13790:2008 Standard, managing both GeoJSON and CityJSON data to define
the buildings’ geometry. The tool is a bottom-up simulation software for predicting hourly
heating and cooling energy demand and consumption applied to large districts and cities.

Several urban building energy modeling (UBEM) tools use geo-referenced semantic
models to describe cities’” buildings, roads, vegetation, and infrastructure to represent
cities” geometries, properties, and attributes in 3D. In particular, EUReCA can handle
City]SON models that correspond to 3D and 2D GeoJSON models derived from ESRI
Shapefiles by recreating the geometry of building context, thus allowing the representation
of cities that are not already available with 3D georeferenced models and increasing the
flexibility of these tools. Although the loading process of the geometric input is slightly
different between City]SON and GeoJSON files, they allow the creation of the building
object after the initialization of the building’s surfaces and the correlation with end-use
and age-class. The management of the input data handled by the building class creates the
thermal zone and the related network parameters, as described in the calculation scheme
by Prataviera et al. [42]. Even though the detailed thermal zone model applied in single-
building modeling results in accurate estimations of the thermal performance of buildings,
the high level of detailed information and the related computational effort for the input
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elaboration highlight the need for simplified thermal zone models for urban scenarios.
EUReCA calculates thermal losses (transmission and ventilation) and building thermal
inertia through an equivalent electrical network that combines all building structures into
five thermal resistances and one thermal capacitance, as described in Figure 1.

Thermal Zone

9sup P

Figure 1. 5R1C thermal network scheme [47].

A simple thermal zone can be modeled by three thermal nodes (internal air i, all
surfaces s, all structures mass m) and two boundary condition nodes (supply air sup and
external air e). The five thermal heat transfer coefficients are: the ventilation heat transfer
coefficient Hye, the glazed surfaces transmission coefficient Hy.., the coupling conductance
between node m and node e Hir.em, the coupling conductance between node s and node m
Hir;ms (Which gives the opaque structures heat transfer coefficient Hy;op in combination
with the previous Hi,em), and the coupling conductance between node i and node s Hyy.s.

Standard UNI EN ISO 13786 is adopted to calculate the thermal capacitance Cm
(including the thermal inertia of all thermal zones). Solar and internal heat gains are split
into three components, each one connected to a network’s node. A linear system of three
equations and four unknown terms is obtained by writing the thermal balance at each
thermal node, which can be solved by setting the heat flux (calculating the air temperature)
or the internal air temperature (calculating the heat flux) [47]. The simulation is run for
each district’s building at each timestep set by the user. The boundary conditions refer to
an .epw weather data file [48].

2.3. Quasi-Steady-State Simulation by Spreadsheet Tool

The primary energy demand evaluation for building heating and cooling has been
developed by the quasi-steady-state method as defined in standard UNI TS 11300 [49].

A tool developed for previous research [50,51] has been implemented with technical
specifications and consists of user-friendly MS Excel spreadsheets, providing the monthly
energy consumption for heating, cooling, and DHW production for each considered building.

The tool is composed of several calculation sections. The first part consists of input data
such as conversion factor, weather data, building geometric data, and thermal transmittance
of the opaque and glazing envelope. In contrast, the second section reports the main results
in terms of space heating and cooling energy demand, primary energy demand, and use
and power peak.

Datasets about price, emission, and primary energy conversion factors hold the specific
data according to national standards [52] or statistical databases [2].
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Weather data refer to the Italian Thermomechanical Committee CTI [53] database
that provides the hourly values for each reference station, referring to the characteristic
meteorological year calculated according to standard UNI EN ISO 15927-4 [54].

The tool also supports conventional climatic data as in UNI 10349-1:2016: this national
standard comprehends monthly average data (temperature of air, global radiation, direct
and diffuse solar irradiation, wind speed, water vapour pressure) developed on reference
years for main Italian locations [55].

The heating period is determined according to the climatic zone and the local heating
degree days (HDD), as stated by the D.P.R. 412/93 [56] and the D.P.R. 74/2013 [57].

In particular, the evaluation by quasi-steady-state model assumes and calculates, for
each location, monthly average values of air temperature in the building neighbourhood,
incident solar radiation for each orientation and on the horizontal plane, and temperature
of the celestial vault.

Building geometrical data are calculated according to values of building footprint
area, level gross height, number of levels, and number of dwellings for each level. For
example, the windows’ surface could be filled by survey data or assumed as a percentage
value related to the heated floor area.

For the calculation of the heating demand, the UNI/TS 11300-1:2014 standard was
adopted, by applying the following formula (Equation (1)) [58]:

QH,nd = (QH,tr + QH,Z)E) - 77H,g (Qint + Qsol) [kWh] (1)

where

Qmua: total energy exchange for space heating;

Qp.tr: heat losses through transmission;

QpH,ve: heat losses through ventilation;

Qint: internal heat gains;

Qgor: solar heat gains;

1H,g: factor for heat gains.

The thermal characteristics of opaque and glazing envelope components in the build-
ing are described simplified by values of thermal transmittance (intended not to include
thermal bridges) and solar energy transmittance of glazed (Equation (2)):

QH,tr = 0.024- (Z btruiAi> '(Tint - Text)'T + Qtr,ir [kWh] (2)
i

where

U;: thermal transmittance of the ith surface composing the thermal envelope (W /m?K);

A;: area of the ith surface composing the thermal envelope (m?);

by ;: correction coefficient for heat transfer depending on the type the ith surface. For
ground, cellar, and nonadiabatic shared surfaces, it yields 0.5 and for adiabatic shared
surfaces—0, for glazed surfaces—1, otherwise—1.05;

tine: internal room temperature, fixed at 21 °C (K);

text: monthly average external temperature (K);

7: length of the heating period for each month, in days;

0.024: dimensional conversion factor;

Qyr.ir: heat losses due to radiation, computed as in ISO 13790:2008, in (kWh).

Heat losses through ventilation (Equation (3)) are fixed according to an air exchange
rate set at 0.5 h~!, consistently with the assumptions of the simplified method in UNI/TS
11300-1. In the unheated zones, a constant hourly change of 0.5 h~! is assumed.

QHpe = 6-67'1073'CPuirnvtheated (tint - text)'T [kWh] 3)

where
CPaiy: volumetric heat capacity of air fixed at 1.2 kJ/(m®K);
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1ye: air exchange rate, fixed at 0.5 h—1;

Vieated: heated volume (m?3);

tins: internal zone temperature fixed at 21 °C (K);

text: monthly average external temperature (K);

T: length of heating period for each month, in days;

6.67-10~3: dimensional conversion factor.

Internal heat gains are computed according to an average value (4 W/m?) for heated
floor area, including gains due to occupants and equipment. This value could be split
according to the building typology: 2.58 W/m? for single-family houses or 5.57 W/m? for
apartment blocks or multi-family houses.

The internal contributions are calculated referring to the average floor area for each
accommodation, as per the following formula (Equation (4)):

Ons { 0.024- (5294 — 0.01557A /ny, ) Ag-T, when Ay < 170 Wil @
0.024-4A¢-7, when Ay > 170

where

Ay: net floor area (m?);

ng: number of full storeys;

T: as previously defined;

0.024: dimensional conversion factor.

Solar heat gains are computed according to seasonal average monthly global solar
radiation and fixed values such as 0.9 for correction factor due to shadowing from adjacent
objects; 0.6 for solar absorption factor; 0.04 m?K/W surface thermal resistance; and 0.2 for
reduction factor for the window frame. In addition, the walls” area, thermal transmittance,
and solar energy transmittance for opaque and glazed surfaces are computed for each
orientation.

Finally, the utilization factor for heat gains (17y,¢) is determined according to EN ISO
13790:2008, assuming agyg = 1 and tgy,0 = 15 h.

The subsystems’ efficiencies (emission, control, distribution, production) are defined
based on the types of systems adopted through the pre-calculated values reported in the
technical specification.

The heating system is simulated with continuous operation at a 20 °C setpoint for
the whole week during the heating period, regardless of the periods of occupation of the
building. The same setting is fixed for the cooling period, with setpoint equal to 26 °C.

The results are reported in terms of useful thermal energy for heating (Qp,,,4) and
cooling (Qc,,4) and in terms of global primary energy for heating (Epyy), cooling (Epc), and
for domestic hot water (Epy) normalized on the heated floor area.

3. Case Study

The research aims to highlight the differences in using three software for energy
simulation at the district level. An existing case study was selected and studied with a
quasi-steady-state method and two dynamic simulation tools for urban scale simulations,
estimating the energy consumption of buildings.

Since almost 26% of the Italian stock was built before 1945 [8], the case study has
been selected to be representative of the Italian situation of historical city centers, mostly
focused on multi-storey residential buildings belonging to the period between the two
world wars. For these reasons, the selected district is the residential district of Santa Marta
in Venice. The district was chosen considering the potential nationwide replicability. In the
city of Venice, several districts similar to Santa Marta were built between 1910 and 1950,
for a total of about 3000 accommodations. Immediately after the World Wars, the lack of
housing units due to the devastation and immigration of people from the countryside to
the industrial cities led to the need for a huge housing capacity in a short time. Therefore,
several architectural typologies belonging to that historical period were later replicated
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throughout the city and the whole nation. The institute that has been involved from the
very beginning in the construction and management of these complexes, ICP—Istituto
Case Popolari (Public Housing Institute), was a national agency diffuse in all major Italian
cities. For this reason, the high replicability of this case study can have national soundness
for the retrofit of social housing neighborhoods [59-61].

The full name of the district is “Santa Marta ICP housing”, and it is located in the
west part of Venice in the Dorsoduro district (Figure 2). It was built starting in 1920
when the city administration began the construction of 14 buildings for a number of
apartments close to 150 units for people with low income and workers of the nearby cotton
mill. In 1930, the district was expanded with a second intervention to construct 365 new
apartments distributed in 21 buildings [62]. Although the shape is irregular, the size of the
neighborhood is about 400 m by 150 m for an area of about 0.05 km?.

raYr 7 =
A

Figure 2. Satellite view and 3D visualization of Santa Marta district in Venice.

The district is mainly composed of multi-family, multi-story buildings, and only four
buildings can be classified as mixed-use due to the presence of retail spaces or restaurants
on the ground floor. Depending on the construction period, buildings can be divided into
two groups that differ in the geometry of the building. The first group of multi-family
houses was built between 1920 and 1928 and had a regular rectangular footprint with a
constant size for the short side of 12.5 m, while the length of the long side varies between
the different buildings with values between 20 and 50 m. All the buildings in this group
have four floors and a number of apartments per floor, varying between two and six
depending on the size of the building.

The second group was built between 1930 and 1936. The geometries are more complex
and variable but traceable to the building typology of courtyard or “C”-shaped building,
with footprints ranging between 150 and 1500 m?. There is no harmony even concerning
the number of floors per building: two-story buildings are merged with buildings up to
five floors. These differences are also reflected in the number of apartments ranging from
buildings with one home unit per floor to buildings with as many as fifteen per floor.

The homes considered in the case study were built to end the precarious living
conditions of the lower classes and thus had to be low cost, but they must comply with
the latest health and hygiene regulations. For this reason, constructions must be simple
and easy to build. For both groups defined above, the same technologies were used. As
described in Table 1, the external walls are made of brick masonry without insulation as
well as plaster on both the internal and external sides. The sloping roof is built with a
wooden frame without insulation and clay tiles on the external side, while the ground floor
consists of a non-insulated slab cast on a rock foundation and ceramic tiles on the inside.
Originally, all buildings had single glass windows with wooden frames, but some were
recently replaced by double glass windows with wooden frames. The space heating system
is a centralized gas boiler installed in each building, which distributes hot water through
uninsulated pipes to cast iron radiators in the rooms. The overall efficiency of these kinds
of system is 80%. Domestic hot water is supplied by electric or gas-fired water heaters
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installed in each apartment with an efficiency equal to 80%. There is no centralized cooling
system, but tenants installed air conditioners over the years in some cases.

Table 1. Thermal transmittance and components of the envelope elements.

Components

: 2
from Exterior to Interior Thermal Transmittance [W/(m* K)]

Element

External plaster (1.5 cm)
External wall Solid bricks (25 cm) 1.35
Internal plaster (1.5 cm)

Screed (30 cm)
Concrete casting (10 cm)
Traditional screed (3 cm)
Stoneware floor (1.5 cm)

Floor slab 1.41

Terracotta tiles (1.2 cm)

Roof Wood panel (3 cm)

2.5

. . Wood frame
Single-glazed windows Single glazing 5.8

4. Computer Simulations

The test analyzes the residential district of Santa Marta in Venice with the aim to
calculate and compare the heating needs using two different calculation methods and three
different models: quasi-steady-state monthly-based using an MS Excel spreadsheet and
dynamic on an hourly basis using CEA and EUReCA.

The tools used were set with the same input data such as climate information, building
geometry, thermo-physical characteristics of the building envelope, efficiency values and
capacity of the plant system, activity-use, and population density of the buildings that
have been described in the previous paragraphs.

Further clarifications regarding the calculation settings will be presented.

4.1. Weather Data

The climatic data used for both tools are extracted from the EnergyPlus weather file of
the Venice Tessera station in order to make a comparison using the same source [48,63].

The .epw data for the Italian cities refer to two sources: the International Weather
for Energy Calculation (IWEC), typical weather files © 2021 ASHRAE, and the Italian
Climatic data collection “Gianni De Giorgio” (IGDG), based on recorded data from the
period between 1951 and 1970 [64].

According to Italian standards, Venice is located in climate zone E, having 2345 HDD.
This value comes from DPR 412/1993, a law containing for all major Italian localities
the corresponding value for HDD [56], based on the European standard EN ISO 15927-6
2007 that specifies the definition, method of calculation, and presentation of data used to
estimate the energy used for heating [65]. Based on this datum, the limits for the use of
heating are defined: from October 15th to April 15th for a maximum of 14 h per day [57].

As previously described, the determination of building energy performance can adopt
two different official archives: the standard UNI 10349-1:2016, reporting climate monthly
average data as used in the steady-state method given in EN ISO 13790:2008, and an archive
(such as the Energy Plus Weather archive) of test reference years with hourly values used
in dynamic simulation procedures.

As can be seen from the comparison in Table 2, the values related to external tem-
perature and monthly average global irradiation were quite different between the two
sources. The .epw files are based on weather reports from the 1970s, whereas the UNI
10349 standard has been revised using weather measurements made in more recent years;
therefore, the spreadsheet tool handles the monthly average values obtained by the climatic
file .epw.
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Table 2. Weather data comparison.

Dry Bulb Temp—Avg Daily Global Horiz Radiation—Avg Daily
[°C] [kWh/m?]
Month\Source Venice.epw UNI 10349-1:2016 Venice.epw UNI 10349-1:2016
January 2.64 3.10 0.88 1.25
February 3.89 3.70 1.15 2.25
March 7.75 8.70 2.56 3.47
April 12.03 12.90 3.71 4.69
May 17.24 19.00 5.02 6.08
June 20.76 22.40 5.47 717
July 23.82 23.80 5.68 7.53
August 22.75 23.80 4.68 6.14
September 19.62 18.70 3.35 4.39
October 13.93 14.00 1.96 2.72
November 8.68 8.40 0.91 1.47
December 4.00 490 0.73 1.14

4.2. Geometry

The geometry of the buildings is based on the data reported in the regional cadastral
archives and on the measurements carried out in the geometric survey.

For this purpose, a cadastral database has been used, precisely the online Catalog
of Territorial Data by the Veneto Region, and subsequently modified and converted into
shape format (.shp and .shx) in order to be accessible from CEA.

The geometric changes made concern the heights and the footprint of the buildings.
In the cadastral register, the map shapes consist of different structures and therefore have
different heights. Thus, the modification consists of dividing the maps (or cadastral cells)
into smaller ones with homogeneous heights.

The buildings analyzed represent the current real situation and are characterized
by regular and homogeneous volumes and have been classified by map number and
homogenous height, obtaining 52 buildings (Figure 3).

However, a discrepancy is noted in the reading and association of cadastral data by
CEA: the footprint values used by CEA are different, or rather discretized, according to
the segments that make up the boundary of the footprint. In this case study, the total area
of the district is the same both in CEA and cadastral;, however, the differences at single
building scale have some consequences in the processing of parameters to obtain the floor
area, the heated useful area, the volume and the exposed surfaces, both opaque walls, and
the window fraction. In particular, the overall area processed by CEA is only 1% smaller
than the cadastral data.

The same inputs must be defined to compare the tools; therefore, in CEA, a value equal
to 0.8845 was applied as ratio between net area and gross area. This value corresponds in
the spreadsheet to the application of the formula for the surface Af, based on the thickness
of the external walls of about 0.30 m measured by a survey on site.

In CEA, the geometry modeling takes several steps. Firstly, the definition of the
footprints of the buildings using a free and open-source GIS application, such as QGIS in
version 3.10.0, allows the user to analyze and modify geospatial data [66] or to import 2D
georeferenced maps. Usually, this process is accompanied by the use of a map provider as
such as Open Street Map [67] which contains information about the buildings, as each of
them is associated with a table that includes various necessary features for the simulation of
the model. Unfortunately, this situation does not apply to the case study. As a consequence
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of the lack of exhaustive data collection and unitarity between the various databases, the
only information reported in the 2D model is the area and the perimeter of the buildings.
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Figure 3. Subdivision and nomenclature of the buildings.

This situation requires to use additional databases that record the data for the missing
parameters [68,69]. The first source used is the cadastral maps of the Venice municipality
through which information about the height of the buildings and the number of floors has
been obtained. The cadastral maps also summarize the space end-use that allows a first
rough classification of the building type. Following this first definition, data enrichment is
necessary to provide more information about the use and number of floors of the building.
Using additional cadastral maps and web mapping portals, the data obtained have been
validated and further confirmed through the use of online map providers such as Bing
Maps or Google Maps [70,71]. The last step is the definition of the age of the buildings.
Through various historical maps, it is possible to go back roughly to the years in which the
buildings were built, and since there is also a detailed report, it was possible to define the
vintage of the buildings [72].

As previously explained, EUReCA handles a GeoJSON file to obtain the geometric
information; thus, the same shapefile elaborated by CEA has been used. Even though
the input shapefile is the same, the overall area of the district has a 0.7% overestimation
compared to CEA due to internal approximation of the footprint calculation method.

4.3. Internal Gains

Reliable reference values concerning internal heat gains representative of typical
residential use are given by standard EN 16798 [73]. It defines an occupancy density of
30 m?/person for multi-family residential buildings similar to the case study, corresponding
to about four people per apartment. Given the age of the buildings and the few retrofits
made over the years, air infiltration is set constantly at 0.5 air changes per hour [73].
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According to the UNI/TS 11300-1 standard, the value of 4 W/m? has been used both for
household appliances and lighting points, considering that the tenants are people with
economic issues [49]. In the dynamic tools, internal loads have been applied according to
the schedules reported in Figure 4.
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Figure 4. Internal heat load density profile of the residential building during a week.

In general, internal gains have been evaluated according to the actual users and to the
survey data. Elderly people predominantly inhabit the Santa Marta district, so the adopted
schedule refers to a user-kind that spends most of time at home and to a continuous use
during the week, without differences between weekdays and weekends. Appliances and
lighting present a similar schedule because the reference value is the same according to
UNI/TS 11300-1 Standard (4 W/m?), and the schedule adopted refers to survey data and
presents the same trend.

4.4. Solar Gains

Solar heat gains can strongly affect the heating—cooling load, especially with low-
performance glazed components; therefore, a detailed evaluation of solar heat gains has
been developed. The calculation of the solar gains implemented with the quasi-steady-state
method is based only on the glazed surfaces using a seasonal average value of incident
solar radiation for each orientation, but it does not consider the mutual shading of the
buildings.

The values considered in the spreadsheet model are the climatic data for the location
of Venice extracted from the climatic file .epw, considering precisely the values of daily
average monthly solar irradiation (Table 3).

On the contrary, solar gains are estimated in CEA based on the hourly [45] solar
radiation incident on the glass surface, which are calculated with the hemispheric view-
shed algorithm of Fu et al. [74], implemented in ArcGIS 10.2.1 [75]. The solar heat gains
of buildings are calculated by DAYSIM simulation engine [76], integrated in CEA and
considers the mutual shading between buildings.

The solar radiation implemented for EUReCA is based on the EN ISO 13790:2008
Standard, further improved with the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory (LBNL)
model proposed by Arasteh et al. [77]. The model defines angular dependent profiles for
reflectance, transmission, and SHGC using U-values and normal incidence Solar Heat Gain
Coefficient (SHGC), considering the window as a simplified equivalent layer.
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Table 3. Average daily monthly solar irradiation on a vertical plane for orientation for the winter

period.
South East West North
[kWh/m?] [kWh/m?] [kWh/m?] [kWh/m?]

January 2.18 1.42 1.45 0.89
February 2.07 1.34 1.37 0.84
March 3.15 2.05 2.09 1.29
April 3.12 2.02 2.06 1.27
October 311 2.02 2.06 1.27
November 2.08 1.35 1.38 0.85
December 2.02 1.31 1.34 0.82
Average 2.43 1.58 1.61 0.99

5. Results

Several simulations have been performed to estimate the space heating energy de-
mand obtained with the three tools (quasi-steady-state spreadsheet compared to CEA and
EUReCA). In particular, a set of three simulations has been used to evaluate the influence
of different inputs on the simulation results:

1.  SOl1—Infiltration rate and internal gains neglected, to consider only the influence of
the envelope transmission losses;

2. S02—Evaluation of the infiltration rate set equal to 0.5 h™1;

3. S03—Calculation of the heating energy demand considering both internal heat gains
and infiltration.

The results obtained with the different tools have been described in detail in the
following paragraphs.

5.1. Case S01

When running the first simulation, case S01, with nor internal gains nor infiltration
flow rate, the space heating energy demand of buildings is related only to the thermal
transmission losses through the envelope.

Figure 5 shows the energy need for space heating at the single-building scale. While
CEA and the quasi-steady-state method have a negligible difference, the 5R1C method
implemented in EUReCA slightly overestimates the energy required (on average around
10% compared to CEA and 11% compared to MS Excel), probably due to the slightly higher
external wall area calculated and the different methods applied for the calculation of the
solar radiation explained in the previous paragraph.

The internal walls’ capacity is calculated equally by CEA and EUReCA, considering
the area of internal partitions equal to 2.5 times the internal floor area, as indicated by EN
ISO 13790:2008 Standard. However, internal walls have not been included in the MS Excel
spreadsheet, thus contributing to the gap between the different results.

In general, using the spreadsheet file and the cadastral data, a simplification of the
geometry should be applied when contiguous buildings present different heights or number
of floors; therefore, some surfaces will not be considered in the modeling and can influence
the final results.

In fact, Figure 6 gives evidence of buildings that present different heights within the
same unit and the geometric variability of the vertical wall areas that can influence the
thermal transmission losses.



Energies 2021, 14, 5164 14 of 21

B EUReCA mCEA mQuasi-steady state

S
o
o

w
(%)
o

w
o
o

N
ul
o

20

o

15

o

10

50

o M

o

Space heating energy demand [MWh]

Figure 6. Geometric and thermal modeling of the building in the case study: (a) plant view, high-
lighted in yellow are the buildings presenting different heights within the same unit; (b) 3D view,
focus on a sample building in case of contiguity and difference of levels.
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5.2. Case 502

In this second simulation, the impact of ventilation losses is evaluated. In the quasi-
steady-state method, the ventilation refers to the heated volume and monthly average
temperature, while in CEA, the rate of thermal losses due to ventilation is calculated
according to following (Equation (5)) [44]:

¢ve - Hz;e' (Tu,in - Ta,sup) [kWh]ZUh(BT’E - H'Ue - Cpu'Ae' (Z.)Ue + vmf) [kWh/K] (5)

where

Cpair: volumetric heat capacity of air fixed at 1.2 kJ/ (m®K);

A,: conditioned floor rea (m?);

ye: is the specific volumetric flow of fresh air required for air quality (m3/h m?);

Viys: is the specific infiltration flow rate of outside air (m3/h m?);

T, in: indoor air temperature (K);

Tasup: supply air temperature (K).

Therefore, the calculation in CEA depends on the heated area per floor and the hourly
temperature gap as well as the type of occupancy specifically and its schedule. The
differences with EUReCA may be related to the different calculations performed, because
the resistance—capacitance method is based on the heated volume, which is on average 3%
lower compared to CEA (Figure 7).

B EUReCA mCEA ™ Quasi-steady state

400

w
u
o

w
o
o

25

o

20

o

15

o

10

o

Space heating energy demand [MWh]

(O
o

» I

Figure 7. Evaluation of the space heating energy demand in the heating period considering transmission and ventilation

losses.
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5.3. Case 503

In the third simulation, case S03, the total heating demand of the district is calculated

(Figure 8).

B EUReCA mCEA M Quasi-steady state

Figure 8. Evaluation of the space heating energy demand in the heating period considering the contribution of internal

loads.

Both EUReCA and CEA overestimate the space heating energy demand at a single-
building scale, compared to the tool developed with an MS Excel spreadsheet. This
difference is due to two main issues.

First of all, while CEA and EUReCA consider the mutual shading between the build-
ings included in the GeoJSON, the shading of the surrounding buildings is not considered
in the spreadsheet. Therefore, solar gains are calculated for the entire period of exposure as
if the buildings were not located in an urban context. Moreover, the 3D modeling used for
dynamic state simulation affected the shading of the building towards itself for the same
reasons already explained in Figure 6.

In addition, in the simplified tool, the geometry of individual buildings is based
on the surface and perimeter of the footprint. The overall lateral external area, which is
responsible for most of the transmission losses, is calculated according to the perimeter that
does not consider adiabatic surfaces bounding adjacent buildings. On the other hand, the
glazed area was calculated with a window-to-wall ratio (WWR) equal to 20%, calibrated
on the information collected with the survey on site.

The quasi-steady-state method underestimates the energy demand significantly com-
pared to the dynamic tools, while the previous simulations presented similar results. The
main difference is related to the implementation of internal loads because the usage factor
considered in the standard has shown some critical results for historic buildings [78-80].
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5.4. Discussion

To conclude, the comparison of the input and output data shows some differences in
the assumption of data by CEA and EUReCA.

Concerning the geometrical input, the perimeter value used in the calculations is
discretized by CEA, which excludes edges below a certain threshold length. It is assumed
that the discretization is implemented to simplify the layouts from the shapefile or from
the cadastral fil; however, the simplification affects the definition of other geometric and
calculation inputs such as the heated volume and the overall lateral external area.

The two methods use different inputs for the calculation of the internal loads. MS
Excel uses an average total value for the air-conditioned surface area, whereas CEA and
EUReCA do not consider the number of apartments per building, using the occupancy
density parameter provided by the EN 16798:2019-1 [73], and this implies a difference in
value in internal gains. However, the results are similar and are considered acceptable
given the small impact on the calculation of overall heating demand. In fact, occupancy
heat gains related to hourly sensible and latent heat gain are due to occupancy rate.

Even though solar gains are calculated with different methods, the adoption of hourly
or seasonal data implies that solar gains have a greater influence on the disparity in value
impacting differently on the energy requirements for space heating.

Table 4 presents the results obtained and analyzed for the district level. Despite the
differences highlighted at the single-building scale, in a broader perspective, both CEA and
EUReCA show promising results compared to the quasi-steady-state method (percentages
in blue) with the absence of infiltration and internal loads that implies the use of schedules.
Case S02 includes a constant flow rate, evaluated based on the heated floor area in CEA,
which increases the heating energy demand by 9% compared to MS Excel, while EUReCA
is only 5% greater than the MS Excel spreadsheet because the calculation method is based
on the volume, which is on average slightly smaller.

Table 4. Total district energy demand [MWh]: blue percentage compares to the quasi-steady-state
method, red percentage compares the two dynamic tools.

MS Excel Spreadsheet CEA EUReCA
[MWh] [MWh] [MWh]
6707
S01 6018 (ilz%,/S) (+11%)
? (+10%)
8083
S02 7732 (izé?’/S) (+5%)
? (—4%)
7149
S03 6274 (327:3 ) (+33%)
? (+7%)

The two dynamic tools calculate a significantly higher energy demand when including
internal loads because they imply using specific operating schedules. On the other hand, the
quasi-steady-state method implements constant loads throughout the day, thus increasing
the contribution of internal loads and decreasing the need for space heating. Moreover,
EUReCA splits sensible internal loads as radiant and convective, and their fraction depends
on the equations provided by the EN ISO 13790:2008 Standard. In addition, the heat
provided by the ideal system has been split in 50% radiant and 50% convective in EUReCA,
justifying the differences compared to CEA.

When comparing the two dynamic tools (red percentage), the 5R1C model tends to
overestimate the heating energy demand compared to CEA, except for case S02, with a
difference of 2%. However, this error is acceptable when dealing with large-scale simulation
analysis because it is mainly related to the different input definitions and the calculation
method.
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6. Conclusions

The paper analyzes the application of three methods for heating energy demands at
the district level in order to understand and highlight the advantages and limitations of
applying a quasi-steady-state method and dynamic approaches. The application results of
a specific case study in Venice, the residential district of Santa Marta, lead to some final
considerations.

The transmission heat losses are comparable, as expected, even if further analysis
should estimate the contribution of thermal bridges not yet developed in the MS Excel
spreadsheet. The calculation and the value of the infiltration losses reduce the gap between
the two methods, even if the calculation formulas are different.

Calculating the solar heat gains separately shows their potential impact on the overall
heating demand both at single-building and at district scales, since the quasi-steady-state
calculation does not consider the mutual shading of the buildings and overestimates the
contribution of solar gains for an average value of around 47%.

Regarding the district simulation, simplified resistance—capacitance networks show
a good prediction of the district energy demand, overestimating the energy demand at
district level by 7% compared to other dynamic tools, thus demonstrating the accuracy and
reliability of the proposed approach with a lower computational effort.

The application of the simplest quasi-steady-state method implemented in an MS
Excel file could be useful for non-specialist users such as elected officials, politicians, or
urban planners who have practical implications in the development of cities and should be
able to have an overall idea of the possible strategies to plan sustainable districts.

Future developments are addressed to evaluate cooling demand and domestic hot
water (DHW) at the district level to assess the summer energy use and to evaluate the
redevelopment and replacement of systems according to the impact of DHW consumption.

The next step is to analyze the refurbishment of the whole neighborhood to improve
the conditions of the building envelope and the installation of more efficient systems to
reduce energy consumption and the associated global costs (investment and maintenance).
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