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Abstract: Tire yaw marks deposited on the road surface carry a lot of information of paramount
importance for the analysis of vehicle accidents. They can be used: (a) in a macro-scale for establishing
the vehicle’s positions and orientation as well as an estimation of the vehicle’s speed at the start of
yawing; (b) in a micro-scale for inferring among others things the braking or acceleration status of
the wheels from the topology of the striations forming the mark. A mathematical model of how the
striations will appear has been developed. The model is universal, i.e., it applies to a tire moving
along any trajectory with variable curvature, and it takes into account the forces and torques which
are calculated by solving a system of non-linear equations of vehicle dynamics. It was validated in
the program developed by the author, in which the vehicle is represented by a 36 degree of freedom
multi-body system with the TMeasy tire model. The mark-creating model shows good compliance
with experimental data. It gives a deep view of the nature of striated yaw marks’ formation and can
be applied in any program for the simulation of vehicle dynamics with any level of simplification.

Keywords: yaw marks striations; tire model; multibody dynamics; vehicle accident simulation

1. Introduction

The rectified projection of tire yaw marks deposited on the road surface (often either
from an orthophotomap, a point cloud or a total station survey) can be used in a macro-scale
for:

• determination of subsequent vehicle positions and orientation during critical move-
ment by matching the position of individual wheels to the corresponding marks;

• estimation of the vehicle’s speed at the start of yawing.

For the latter—assuming the vehicle was moving on a horizontal and homogeneous
surface along a curve of radius r—the critical speed formula (CSF) is most commonly used:

v =
√

µ·g·r, (1)

where: µ—tire-to-roadway coefficient of friction, r—radius of the mark, g = 9.8 m/s2—
gravitational acceleration.

Although this formula may seem simplistic, it has been shown repeatedly over the
years that, under certain conditions, it can be considered as a quasi-empirical critical
speed method (CSM). A broad overview of such conditions has been presented among
others by Brach and Brach [1]. Sledge and Marshek [2] examined some refined forms
of the CSF which account for the effects of, among others, vehicle weight distribution,
slip angles, cornering stiffnesses and ABS. Cannon [3] has demonstrated that effective
braking causes the CSF to overestimate the speed at the start of the yaw mark and that
a 50 ft. chord appears to give acceptably low effective braking-related errors (<7%) for
speeds of approximately 72 km/h (45 mph) and for speeds of approximately 97 km/h
(60 mph) with light to moderate braking. Cliff et al. [4] have concluded that when using the
peak coefficient of friction, both the CSF and simulation over-estimated the actual speed,
whereas slide coefficient of friction under-estimated them. Braking tended to increase the
results. Amirault and MacInnis [5] carried out a total of 29 tests at speeds of 80 to 95 km/h.
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Bearing in mind non-braking and ABS braking tests, using 20 m chord measurements for
the radius and the average braking coefficient of friction overestimated the measured speed
by 4.1% ± 6.3% (±1σ), while using a center of gravity trajectory for the radius and the
average braking coefficient of friction underestimated the measured speed by 2.0% ± 5.2%
(±1σ).

Lambourn [6] conducted tests in which passenger cars were freely coasting, braking
or under power when travelling in a curve at speed of 55 to 100 km/h, and proposed
a procedure which makes it possible to limit the uncertainty of speed calculated from
the CSF to ±10%. In [7] and [8] he concluded that his previously described CSM gives
satisfactory results also in the event of light braking, heavy braking with ABS, acceleration
and the operation of ESP. There was no sign of the cycling of the ABS. The yaw marks
had the typical appearance, practically the same as in the case of low braking without
ABS. Significantly less yaw or off-tracking were observed when compared with marks
deposited with little or no braking. If the brakes were applied aggressively during the yaw,
the amount of yaw would decrease. This feature—the reverse of usual yawing with the
heavy non-ABS braking—is probably the result of the “select low” algorithm.

While most authors, notably Lambourn [6–8] and Amirault and MacInnis [5], limit
their analysis to yawing with relatively low yaw rate, Cash and Crouch [9] derived a
formula which accounts for a higher degree of vehicle yaw and any brake force (not only
from driver input), resulting in a narrower error band than conventional CSMs. If the exact
path and orientation of the collision vehicle are not readily apparent, their method allows
the flexibility of considering ranges for the required values.

What distinguishes simulation methods is that they provide a deep view into the
time histories of curvilinear movement parameters, including the critical speed, as well
as identifying a set of data (e.g., steering angle, braking/accelerating level of particular
wheels, yaw moment of inertia etc.) which enables a virtual vehicle to move along the
actual tire marks.

The point of this article is the appearance of yaw marks in the micro-scale, that is from
the perspective of the topology of striations forming the mark, which make it possible to
infer the braking or acceleration status of the wheels (and sometimes even the steering
angle of the front wheels). The yaw mark is essentially left by the entire tire footprint
remaining in contact with the roadway (contact patch), but its blackness and distinctness
depend on the local slip of the tread blocks relative to the road, and stress. The rule “the
greater the stress, the more distinct the mark” applies both in the macro (when observing
the entire yaw marks, the most pronounced are the marks of the external, loaded wheels)
and in the micro scale (the most visible is the outer edge of a single yaw mark).

Yamazaki and Akasaka in their classic article [10] argue that deposition of striations
is independent of the tread pattern and is caused by an in-plane bending moment that is
transmitted from the roadway to the body of the tire via the tread contact patch during
sharp cornering. They refer to this phenomenon as the bending buckling behavior of a
steel-belted radial tire. Buckling occurs immediately in the contact patch in the presence of
a large lateral reaction from the road and is specific to radial—not bias—tires. Yamazaki
in [11] shows that sharp cornering turns on steel-belted radial tires often cause wavy wear
along the periphery of the shoulder.

Beauchamp et al. in [12] summarize the literature concerning the yaw mark striations
issue, analyze the differences in the mechanism in which striations are deposited, and
discuss the relationship between tire mark striations and tire forces. They conclude that in
the case of tires with pronounced shoulder blocks the striations are typically produced by
these blocks whereas tires with very low pressure or without a tread pattern are more likely
to deposit striations by buckling. In the absence of braking and acceleration the striation
marks are parallel to the wheel rotation axis. When the brakes are applied aggressively, the
striations will change to a direction more in line with the wheel trajectory but ABS prevents
the tires from locking. Beauchamp et al. in [13] show examples where the striations reflect
point loading of the tread shoulder blocks. In Figure 1 of their article they show a mark on
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which two stripes can be distinguished: lighter striations from the inside, being deposited
by the tread, and darker striations from the outside, being deposited by the shoulder blocks.
A scheme of formation of such a mark they demonstrate in Figure 3 of [13].

The authors of this work, in their research practice, have encountered all the types
of yaw marks mentioned before—two examples are shown in Figure 1. In both cases the
vehicle was yawing, but the tire mark (a) was deposited by a buckled, zero-pressure tire
during a clockwise yaw, while the tire mark (b) was left by the leading shoulder blocks of
the normal-pressure tire during a counter-clockwise yaw.
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Figure 1. Yaw marks deposited during a full scale vehicle yaw testing performed by Zębala et al. [14]:
(a) resulting from in-plane buckling of a tire with zero pressure; (b) left by the tread shoulder blocks
of a tire with normal pressure.

The article by Beauchamp et al. [13] does an excellent job of analyzing yaw mark
striations from the viewpoint of its geometry and deriving equations for the calculation of
longitudinal slip sx using the striation marks angle θ and the slip angle α see analogous
formulae (9) and (11) derived in this article). It was shown that the model offers insight
into the braking actions of a driver at the time the tire marks were being deposited. The
usefulness of such marks for accident analysis depends obviously on their quality and
clarity, which affect the uncertainty in the measurement of the geometric parameters.
Beauchamp et al. in [15] explore the sensitivity and uncertainty of the sx equation. They
prove that at α = 5◦, the striations will change over 70 degrees between no braking and
maximum braking, while at α = 85◦, less than 2 degrees separate no braking and maximum
braking. In the first case braking will likely be easy to distinguish; in the second, changes
in striation angle from braking are unlikely to be detected.

Undoubtedly, all researchers who focus on point loading of the tread shoulder blocks
as well as in-plane buckling are right in their specific areas, as in general, the appearance
of a striated mark left during curvilinear motion depends on many factors, the main ones
being:

• Camber angle of the wheel (which in turn depends on the suspension kinematics);
• Structure to the tire;



Energies 2021, 14, 4309 4 of 21

• Cornering, longitudinal and vertical stiffnesses of the tire (which depend among
others things on tire pressure);

• Tire aspect ratio (sidewall height divided by tire width);
• Tire tread depth;
• Dynamic tire offset (pneumatic trail);
• Composition of rubber compound;
• Road surface properties; and
• Temperature in the contact patch.

However, regardless of whether the striations occur from buckling or tread blocks,
their direction always follows the direction of the resultant tire velocity vector in the contact
patch (called the wheel slip velocity and hereinafter referred to as vIO). The only difference
lies in the pitch of the striations, which in the case of striations created by the tread shoulder
blocks gives the opportunity to estimate the longitudinal slip sx from the topology of the
striations (according to the formula of Beauchamp et al. [13], see also Equations (9) to (12)
in this article), while in the case of buckling does not give the same possibility because of
lack of a buckling wave pitch (a momentary and unique period of the buckling wave).

An in-depth look at the mechanics of the yaw mark creation is very interesting not
only as a mathematical problem, but first of all crucial from the angle of the uncertainty of
vehicle accident analysis (see e.g., [16]).

2. Assumptions to the Model

For the development of a model of creating a striated tire yaw mark the following
assumptions have been made:

1. To describe the tired wheel–road interaction, a semi-physical, non-linear tire model
TMeasy was used [17,18]. All its features, such as longitudinal and lateral forces,
aligning moment, other moments resulting from the wheel kinematics, first-order
dynamics for longitudinal, lateral and torsional strain, and dynamic tire offset are
taken into account.

2. The yaw mark creation model is universal, i.e., it applies to any curvilinear motion
of a tire in lateral drift, when the wheel moves along any trajectory with variable
curvature, and the wheel is subject to an unsteady force and moment as to the value
and direction, calculated by solving the system of non-linear differential equations of
vehicle dynamics.

3. As this area is in fact the dominant one, the yaw mark will be created by the tread
elements of the tire shoulder forming the outer border (during curvilinear movement
of the vehicle) of the patch in contact with the road. For the yaw mark curved to the
left these will be the right patch border, and for the mark curved to the right the left
patch border. As the striations being deposited by the internal tread elements of the
patch are usually not very clear, they have been omitted; however, if necessary, it will
be easy to extend the algorithm by following the model described.

4. It is possible to define any, including non-uniform, pitch of the tread shoulder blocks
of the tire.

5. Semi-physical tire models of class TMeasy, Magic Formula [19], HSRI [20] etc. do
not describe the tire in-plane buckling, therefore this phenomenon can instead be
analyzed in two ways:

(a) partially, i.e., as to the tire mark course and the striations direction only; it is
then sufficient to enter any pitch of the tread shoulder blocks;

(b) fully, i.e., as to the tire mark course, and striations direction and pitch, if the
buckling pitch in the patch is known in some other way, which can be manually
entered into the program.

3. Basic Terms Concerning Movement of a Wheel in a Bend

A concise, computer-friendly vector-matrix notation has been used. The italic small
letters (e.g., v) mean scalars, bold small letters (e.g., v)—vectors, and bold capital letters
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(e.g., A)—matrices. In the vector-matrix equations the Rill’s subscript notation [18] has
been used:

{} the symbol of a reference frame, e.g., the term {I} should be read “in the reference
frame I”;

{I} the ground-fixed inertial (global) reference frame with the origin at point I; the zI axis
is parallel to the gravitational acceleration vector g and points upward;

rIO,I vector from point I to wheel center O; the subscript after the comma denotes the
reference frame in which this vector is observed—here {I};

vIO,I vector of absolute velocity of wheel center O, with respect to {I}.

A characteristic point of the tire-road patch Q, which is the origin of the Cartesian
coordinate system with unit vectors on its axes ex, ey, en (shown in Figure 2a), is referred
to as the contact point. In the TMeasy tire model, the system of forces acting on the wheel
is reduced to an equivalent system of forces (Fx, Fy and Fz) and their moments (Mx, My
and Mz), whose directions of action coincide with the directions of the unit vectors. The
position of the rim center plane in relation to the road is determined by the position vector
rIO and the unit vector eky, normal to this plane and defining the wheel rotation axis.
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Figure 2. Velocities in the process of depositing striations by tire shoulder blocks during yaw: (a)
perspective; (b) top view.

Camber γ as well as cornering cause the tire to deflect laterally and to offset the contact
point Q against the rim center plane by the distance ye (see Section 5.3). The road surface
geometry in {I} defines the function:

zs = zs(x, y). (2)

The current position of the contact point Q in the global reference frame {I} is given by
the formula:

rIQ,I = rIO,I + rOQ,I , (3)

where the vector rOQ,I can be determined by the approach given in [18] or [21].
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Figure 2a depicts a diagram of a wheel in lateral slip which rolls across the plane π
with angular velocity ω. The following symbols have been adopted:

vx and vy—components of the wheel center velocity vector vIQ parallel to π, the first of
which lies on the direction of the longitudinal axis of the rim, and the other is perpendicular
to it;
γ—camber angle;
α—wheel slip angle;
ω—wheel angular velocity about its spin axis given by the unit vector eky;
vsx and vsy—components of the absolute velocity vector of the contact point vIQ (wheel
slip velocity); vsx and vsy are parallel to vx and vy, and read:

vsx = vx − rdω, (4)

vsy = vy, (5)

rd—dynamic tire radius;
ϕ—direction of the contact point velocity vIQ against the longitudinal axis of the wheel
(rim).

According to the ISO definition (see also Pacejka [19]), the longitudinal and lateral
relative slips are:

sx = −vsx

vx
= −vx − rdω

vx
, (6)

and
sy = tan α = −

vsy

vx
(7)

respectively. The vectors of the contact point velocity vIQ, the relative slip s =
[
sx sy

]T

and the tangential force acting on the tire at the contact point F =
[
Fx Fy

]T have the same
direction, and satisfy the relationship:

tan ϕ =
vsy

vsx
=

sy

sx
=

Fy

Fx
, (8)

wherein the components Fx and Fy are calculated according to the TMeasy (or any other)
tire model.

It is easy to see that the relation (8) will also be fulfilled with other definitions of slips
sx and sy, because they differ only in the denominator (e.g., at Rill rd|ω| [18] or at Mitschke
max{rdω, vx} [22]), which will disappear when inserted into the formula (8).

4. Wheel Velocities and Slips Versus Geometry of the Striated Tire Mark

Figure 2 shows, schematically, the process of making a striated yaw mark on the road
surface with the tread shoulder blocks of a tire. The direction of the velocity vector vIQ is
also the direction of the contact point Q displacement relative to the road and, consequently,
the direction of striations deposited on the road by the tire during yaw.

Dividing the formula (7) by (8) gives:

sx =
tan α

tan ϕ
, (9)

and because sy = tan α, hence
sy = sx tan ϕ. (10)

These relationships allow the wheel slips sx and sy to be calculated having only the
striated yaw mark, as shown in Figure 3. Unlike the angle θ (representing the deviation
of the striations direction from the tangent to the yaw mark, which is easy to measure on
the mark), the slip and contact point velocity angles—α and ϕ respectively—are generally
unknown because of the unknown orientation of the wheel relative to the mark. This



Energies 2021, 14, 4309 7 of 21

difficulty applies in particular to the front wheel marks, as the steering angle of these
wheels against the vehicle body is variable, and may even change over time, and are
therefore impossible to determine by the yaw marks topology alone.
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on the road.

That is why Beauchamp et al. [13], using simple geometric relationships, derived the
following formula for the slip angle:

α = arcsin
S sin θ

T
− θ , (11)

where the distances S and T shown in Figure 4 mean:

S—the striation pitch measured along the yaw mark;
T—the pitch of the tread shoulder blocks measured on the tire circumference.
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From Figure 3 it follows that:
ϕ = α + θ. (12)

To sum up, in order to calculate the wheel slippage at a selected point of the striated
yaw mark one should:

• Measure the angle θ and distance S on the mark;
• Measure the distance T at the tire shoulder;
• Calculate the angles α and ϕ from the formulae (11) and (12) respectively (note: in

the case of non-steered rear wheels, when, in addition, the marks of other wheels
allow one to discover successive angular positions of the vehicle by matching the
corresponding wheels, the orientation of the rear wheel relative to the yaw mark is
known, therefore angles α and ϕ can be measured directly on the mark—see Figure 3);

• Calculate sx and sy from formulae (9) and (10).

The uncertainty of the results of such calculations related to non-uniform pitch of
the striations S (as a consequence of the uneven tread pitch T aimed at reducing the noise
generated by the tire) falls within the general uncertainty of this approach and, above all,
the S and T measurement uncertainty.

5. Model of Deposition of the Yaw Mark Striations on the Road Surface

Figure 5a shows a diagram of tread shoulder blocks pitch, where:

n—number of blocks or grooves on the tread shoulder (consistently keeping to the chosen
convention);
Bk, k = 0, . . . , n− 1—point indicating the k-th block (or groove);
dk, k = 0, . . . , n− 1—distances between adjacent points Bk measured along an arc: with
typical tires, without making a significant error, these can be measured in a straight line;
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According to Figure 5a:

dk =

{
distance between the points Bk and Bk+1 for k = 0, . . . , n− 2
distance between the points Bk and B0 for k = n− 1

r0—unloaded tire radius.
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The values of parameters dk and r0 are constant throughout the simulation. In general,
the pitch can be defined as non-uniform (dk = constant), but in the simplest case, the
program may suggest by default a uniform pitch according to the formula:

dk =
2πr0

n
, k = 0, . . . , n− 1. (13)

Let’s adopt additional symbols:

i—number of simulation step;
t—current simulation time;
h—simulation timestep.

The following calculation algorithm, repeated in each simulation step, can be pro-
posed.

5.1. Determining the Position of Each Point Bk Relative to the Wheel-Fixed Reference Frame {O}

The origin of the wheel-fixed reference frame {O} is at the wheel center O, where the xz
plane is the rim center plane and the y axis is the wheel rotation axis (with the unit vector
eky).

This can be done in the polar coordinate system shown in Figure 5b, where point Bk
has coordinates (r0, αk). In each simulation step the angle αk of each point is measured
from the thick horizontal line, clockwise.

At the beginning of the simulation (i.e., i = 0, t = 0 s) point B0 has the polar coordi-
nates (r0, α0) = (r0, 0) and the other points Bk have the coordinates (r0, αk), where:

αk = αk(t) = αk−1 +
dk
r0

[rad], k = 1, . . . , n. (14)

This formula can be applied in the function Angular_position_of_block() shown in
Appendix A (Code 1), in section Code 1.
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5.2. Calculation of the Characteristic Dimensions of the Contact Patch

Assuming that the tire remains in full contact with the road over the entire tread
width Lb, and the contact patch has a rectangular shape with length Lx and width Ly, these
dimensions can be calculated using the approximation proposed by Rill in [21]:

Lx = Lx(t) ≈ 2
√

r0∆z = 2

√
r0

Fz

cR
, (15)

Ly = Ly(t) ≈
Lb

cos γ
, (16)

where:

∆z is the total tire deflection given by the formula:

∆z = ∆z(t) = r0 − rs =
Fz

cR
, (17)

Fz = Fz(t)—the normal reaction of the roadway to the tire at the contact point;
cR = const—the radial stiffness of the tire;
rs = rs(t)—the loaded (static) tire radius;
γ = γ(t)—the tire camber angle, i.e., the inclination of the rim center plane against the
roadway normal.

For example, for a tire 205/55 R16 at Fz = 4700 N and the pressure p = 2.5 bar, after
adopting the data cr = 265000 N / m and r0 = 0.317 m, one gets Lx ≈ 0.15 m.

5.3. Calculating the Geometry of Striations

In a single simulation step the coordinates of the points at which the shoulder blocks
contact the road should be determined. They are shown in the global Cartesian coordinate
system {I}.

In reality, the deposition of a yaw mark on the road surface depends on many local
or temporary factors that are difficult to discover after the accident. As the main one is a
sufficiently high lateral tire force, the following formula can be used to define the condition
when the yaw mark should be created in the program:

Fy ≥
p%

100
µFz , (18)

where:

Fy = Fy(t)—current lateral force acting on the tire, calculated according to the TMeasy (or
any other) tire model;
Fz = Fz(t)—current normal force to the roadway acting on the tire;
µ—tire-road friction coefficient; in general µ = µ(x, y);
p%—percentage of the maximum horizontal force µFz at which the yaw mark is to be made;
by default p% = 95% can be adopted.

The length of the contact patch is limited by two boundary angles α′t and α
′′
t indicating

the first and last point, respectively, of the tire circumference being in contact with the road
(not to be confused with the point Bk indicating the tread element). They are illustrated in
Figure 6 and given by the formulae:

α′t = arccos
Lx

2r0
= arctan

2rs

Lx
(19)

and
α
′′
t =

π

2
+ arcsin

Lx

2r0
. (20)
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In order to find the indexes k of all points Bk in contact with the road, to begin with
the indexes of the first and last contact points have to be determined using the following
short algorithms.

Determining the index of the first tread block in the contact patch k f irst—see Code 2 in
Appendix A.

Determining the index of the last tread block in the contact patch klast—see Code 3 in
Appendix A.

Now the coordinates of the points forming the striations of the yaw mark on the road
in {I} can be calculated. Figure 7 shows a simplified diagram of the lateral deflection of a
tire while driving on a curvilinear track.

In fact, the deflection of the tire in the top view has a slightly more complex shape, but
taking into account the assumptions made earlier, only the outer arc-shaped contour of the
contact patch will be relevant (see Figure 4a,b in [10]). Thus, without making a significant
error, it can be assumed that it is a fragment of a circle with a radius ρ determined by chord
ye and middle coordinate 2r0 from the formula:

ρ =
1
2

(
|ye|+

r2
0
|ye|

)
. (21)

In Figure 7 the distances dx and dy lying on the road plane are indicated, which are
distances from the tire-road contact point Q to the point Bk measured along and across the
wheel, respectively. The first one is:

dx =
rs

tan αk
(22)

and the other

dy =
Ly

2
+ ye − δ. (23)

Since
δ =

√
ρ2 − d2

x − ρ + ye , (24)

hence the formula (23) takes the form:

dy =
Ly

2
−
√

ρ2 − d2
x + ρ . (25)
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Finally, the position of the point Bk is:

rIBk ,I = rIQ,I + dxex,I − dyey,I , (26)

where: ex,I , ey,I are the unit vectors of the wheel in the point Q, shown in Figures 2a and 7.
The algorithm for calculation of the vector rIBk ,I components is outlined in the section

Code 4 in Appendix A.
The next step of the simulation will be:

• Incrementation of the index indicating the simulation step i = i + 1;
• Time incrementation ti = ti−1 + h;
• Calculation of the new angular position of the point B0;

α0i = α0i−1 + ωih [rad],

where ωi is the current angular velocity of the wheel about its spin in [rad];
• Checking if the wheel has not already made a full rotation—See Code 5 in Appendix A.
• Repeating the calculations from the formula (14)—strictly from the function Angu-

lar_position_of_block() (section Code 1 in Appendix A)—to formula (26);
• Archiving the coordinates of the patch points drawing the striations.

A single striation is drawn by connecting the positions of the point Bki
with lines in

successive, adjacent steps i, as long as the condition (18) is satisfied. The striated yaw mark
can be being drawn as the simulation proceeds or exported at the end as a drawing file
(e.g., dxf).

6. Validation and Discussion
6.1. Stage 1. Measurement of Time Histories of Vehicle Motion Parameters (Actual Data)

The model was validated using the results of one of the full scale vehicle yaw tests
performed as part of the Research Project No. VII/W-2014 of the Institute of Forensic
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Research [14]. The test vehicle was a 2003 Volkswagen Passat 2.0 TD station wagon, with
Firestone FireHawk 195/65R15 91T tires with their normal inflation pressure.

Experiments were performed in the summer, on a level, horizontal and dry asphalt
road surface. In the test selected for validation, having established the speed of 53 km/h in
a straight line the test driver steered the vehicle hard to the left causing the tires to break
the grip on the roadway and to deposit striated yaw marks.

As a result of kinematic transformations of the raw measurement data the following
parameters were obtained:

• A set of kinematic data fully describing the spatial movement of the vehicle, and, first
of all, time histories of three components of the CG position vector and quasi-Euler
body angles (transformations—see [23]);

• Time histories of the actual longitudinal sx and lateral sy slip of the front right wheel
(transformations—see Appendix of [14]).

For example, assuming the notations as in Figure 8, the absolute velocity of the wheel
center O, expressed in the local, rim fixed reference frame {O}, can be calculated from the
vector equation:

vIO,O = AOAAT
IAvIO,I = AOA

[
AT

IAvIA,I − (ωIA,A × rOA,A)
]
, (27)

where:

• AIA—rotation matrix from the local, body fixed reference frame {A} to the global
reference frame {I};

• AOA—rotation matrix from from {A} to {O};
• vIO,I —absolute velocity of the wheel center O in {I};
• vIA,I—velocity of the GPS receiver mounting point A in {I};
• ωIA,A—angular velocity of the body in {A};
• rOA,A—position vector from point O to A in {A}.
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location), {O}—local rim fixed.

Thus, all parameters describing the movement of the vehicle (including all points,
especially wheels) in the domains of time and space are known.

6.2. Stage 2. Vehicle Movement Simulation and Its Verification

The results of the measurements described in the Stage 1 were used to verify the yaw
marks creation model, which is the very core of this article. It was implemented by the
author-developed multibody dynamics simulation program Model.exe, briefly outlined
in the Appendix of [24]. It was assumed that the vehicle is a multibody system with 36
degrees of freedom (DoF), composed of rigid bodies connected by geometric constraints,
divided into the following partial-systems: basic—body with wheel suspensions, steering
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and drive. The equations of motion were generated using the Jourdain’s principle. The tire
forces were determined with the TMeasy model described in [17,18].

The vehicle motion was simulated, the model of which was parametrized according
to the basic measurements data listed in Table 1. In simulation the measured time histories
of the parameters shown in Figure 9 were adopted:

(a) steering wheel angle δH(t);
(b) external torques MG1(t) = MG2(t) acting on the front wheels (left and right respec-

tively) relative to their self-rotation axes.

Table 1. Technical data of the tested Volkswagen Passat

Parameter Value

Vehicle mass distribution on wheels:
left front 465 kg
right front 475 kg
left rear 345 kg
right rear 350 kg

Distance of CG from front axle 1.148 m
CG height 0.55 m
Wheelbase 2.703 m
Steering system ratio 16:1
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Figure 9. Inputs realized in simulation: (a) steering wheel angle; (b) torque acting on the front wheels.

The simulation results represented in Figure 10a,b of the time histories of various dy-
namic parameters, show good agreement with the actual data. In Figure 10c the simulated
and actual positions and orientations of the vehicle have been compared. For as long as
approximately 12 s they are almost identical, and some divergence of the CG paths occurs
only at the very end of the movement. The differences may arise from the approximate
torque waveform shown in Figure 9b, and partly from the simplified parametrization of
the steering and drive systems and the neglected pavement unevenness.

In Figure 10a, a large discrepancy can be observed for the slip sx of the front right
wheel at the end of the simulation. The relative longitudinal slip sx expressed by the
formula (6) is the absolute slip (defined by the numerator) related to the speed vx of the
wheel center (denominator). Although the absolute slip within the entire time range 6–
13 s is small, the low speed just before the vehicle stops (12–13 s) caused a sharp and
disproportionate increase in the value of the relative slip sx. In other words, the reason
for the sudden increase in the measured sx are low values of vx and rdω together with
inaccuracies in the independent measurement of this parameters.

Simulation, as a theoretical process, is free of measurement flaws, hence even small
numbers are precise and correlated enough that dividing them gives reasonable results.
That is why at the end of the simulation, at low speeds, a disturbing difference between the
measured and simulated slips sx occurred. This issue should not be overestimated.
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6.3. Stage 3. Verification of the Striation Creation Model

In Figure 11 the striated yaw marks generated in the simulation have been super-
imposed on the actual ones (note that on the orthophotomap you can also see irrelevant
marks from earlier runs). There is a strong convergence in both the paths of the marks
and the direction of the striations, as shown in the close-ups of the time points t = 8.9 s,
t = 9.8 s and t = 10.9 s. At t = 8.9 s, the virtual mark of the front right wheel is slightly
shifted to the right of the actual mark, but this is due to fact that the authors refrained from
fine-tuning the simulation indefinitely.
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6.4. Example

Figure 12 shows yaw marks generated in the simulation of a severe step steer in a
left turn maneuver resulting in breaking the adhesion of the tires on the roadway and the
vehicle yawing. Basically, this maneuver is similar to that of Section 6, but what is especially
interesting here are typical yaw mark characteristics: variation of the width depending on
the vehicle orientation with respect to the CG velocity direction, change of the striation
angle with respect to the tangent to the yaw mark (straightening), interweaving and fading.
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Remarks. The yaw mark creation model will still be valid on arbitrary 3D roads and
typical road irregularities. Generally, bumps or potholes should result in gaps in the created
yaw marks, but this problem has yet to be investigated.
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In case of uncommon suspension systems and/or different tire types, e.g., forklift
trucks [25,26] or other uncommon vehicles [27], the response of the unsprung masses is
not expected to affect the striated yaw mark creation model effectiveness as long as the
vehicle is moving along a non-deformable surface and the road wavelength is not larger
than the tire circumference.

7. Conclusions

1. This work is, in some ways, a next step of the research of Beauchamp et al.—especially [13].
While they analyze striated yaw marks from the viewpoint of a reconstructionist who
would like to know “what one can get from the marks uncovered at the accident
scene” (deriving equations for calculation of longitudinal slip sx as a function of the
striation marks angle θ and the slip angle α), this work focuses on development of a
model to create striated tire marks, which can be used in programs for simulation of
vehicle accidents. While their formulas apply to planar mechanics and kinematics,
this model takes into account the spatial vehicle multi-body dynamics and tire model,
including the relative movement of the wheel, its position and orientation, tire defor-
mation, suspension kinematics as well as forces and torques acting on the wheel. A
mathematical model of striated tire yaw mark creation has been developed, intended
for programs for the simulation of vehicle accidents. It implements the main features
of the topology of such marks.

2. The application of the model is twofold. The first one is the simulation of the for-
mation of striated yaw marks. The second one is to facilitate the understanding of
the mechanics of the formation of such marks and the inference of the braking or
acceleration state of the wheels based on the topology of the striations.

3. The mark creation model is universal, i.e., it applies to a tire moving along any
trajectory with variable curvature, and it is subjected to any forces and torques
calculated by solving a system of non-linear equations of vehicle dynamics.

4. The striated yaw mark is created by the tread shoulder blocks forming the outer
border of the contact patch, as this area is actually dominant.

5. It is possible to define any, including non-uniform, pitch of the tread shoulder blocks.
6. The striated yaw mark creation model can be applied in programs for the simulation

of vehicle dynamics with any degree of simplification and any tire model. In this
paper, it was validated using the author-developed program Model.exe, in which the
vehicle is represented by a 36 degree of freedom multi-body system with the TMeasy
tire model.
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Appendix A

Code 1
// Start of simulation
int n; // Number of elements
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int k; // Index
double t = 0; // Actual time of simulation
double α0 = 0; // Initial angular position of element 0
void CTire::Angular_position_of_block()
{

from k = 1 to n
{

αk = αk−1 +
dk
r0

[rad]; // Table α[k]; see equation (14)
k = k + 1;

}
}

Code 2
int q = n− 1; // index
from k = 0 to n− 1
{

if (αk ≥ α′t ) &
(
αq < α′t

)
{

k f irst = k;
exit;

}
else
{

q = k;
k = k + 1;

}
}

Code 3
int q = n− 1;
from k = 0 to n− 1
{

if
(
αk > α

′′
t
)
&
(
αq ≤ α

′′
t
)

{
klast = q;
exit;

}
else
{

q = k;
k = k + 1;

}
}

Code 4
from k = k f irst to klast
{

// Determining the position of the tire-road contact rIQ,I from equation (3):
r_IQ_I();
// Determining the point Bk position, along the tire longitudinal direction
// (see Figure 6):
if (tan αk == π

2 )
dx = 0;

else
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dx = rs
tan αk

; // see (22)

ρ = 1
2

(
|ye|+

r2
0
|ye |

)
; // see (21)

dy =
Ly
2 −

√
ρ2 − d2

x + ρ; // see (25)
if Fy > 0

rIBk ,I = rIQ,I + dxex,I − dyey,I ; // left turn—the yaw mark is drawn
// by the right tire shoulder; see (26)

else
rIBk ,I = rIQ,I + dxex,I + dyey,I ; // right turn—the yaw mark is drawn

// by the left tire shoulder
}

Code 5
{

α0i = α0i + Ωih; // [rad]
if α0i ≥ 2π

α0i = α0i − 2π; // [rad]
Angular_position_of_block();

};
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