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Abstract: Power transformers are the main element of an electric power system. The service life
of these devices depends to a large extent on the technical condition of their insulation system.
Replacing mineral oils with natural or synthetic ester (retrofilling process) may increase the efficiency
and operational safety of transformers, and also limit their adverse environmental impact. It is
technically unfeasible to completely remove mineral oil from a transformer. Its small residues
form a mixture with fluid ester, with different physicochemical and electric properties. Streaming
electrification is one of the phenomena which, under unfavorable conditions, may damage the
insulation system of a forced oil cooled transformer. It is necessary to run prophylactic tests for
the ECT (electrostatic charging tendency) of insulating liquid mixtures from the point of view of
transformer retrofilling, which is being used more often than before. The article presents the results of
studies on selected physicochemical, and electrical properties, and the ECT of mixtures of fresh and
aged Trafo EN mineral oil with Nycodiel 1255 synthetic ester. In this regard, the density, the kinematic
viscosity, the conductivity, and the relative dielectric constant were measured. The molecular diffusion
coefficient was determined using Adamczewski’s empirical dependency. The streaming electrification
was tested in a rotating disc system. The impact of the rotation time, the diameter, and the disc’s
rotation speed on the amount of the electrification current generated were analyzed. In addition,
the co-relation between the electrification current and the composition of the mixture was determined
using fresh and aged mineral oil. On the basis of the electrification model, the volume density of
the qw charge was calculated, which is a parameter defining the ECT of insulating liquids. Based on
the results, it was concluded that the synthetic ester is characterized by a higher susceptibility
to electrification than the mineral oil. However, combining synthetic ester with a small amount
(up to 20%) of fresh or aged mineral oil significantly reduces its ECT, which is beneficial from the
point of view of retrofilling power transformers.

Keywords: mineral oil; natural ester; synthetic ester; insulation liquid mixtures; power transformers;
retrofilling; streaming electrification; ECT; rotating disc system

1. Introduction

1.1. Research of Insulating Liquids Mixtures

Power transformers are a key element of the equipment in power plants, transmission systems,
electro-power companies, and large industrial plants. Replacing or repairing these devices as a
result of breakdowns involves large financial expenditures [1,2]. A transformer’s long and reliable
operation strictly depends on the technical condition of its insulation system [3–6]. For economic
reasons, the vast majority of transformers is filled with mineral oils with well-known properties [7–9].
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Due to tighter fire safety and environmental protection regulations, more often than before the power
industry is interested in alternative electro-insulating fluids, which include natural, and synthetic
esters [10–13]. Liquid esters are used to fill new or modernized transformers. The process of removing
mineral oils from transformers to replace them with liquid esters is defined as retrofilling [14–17].
For technical reasons, it is not possible to completely remove mineral oil from the inside of a transformer.
Its small amount (4–7%) usually remains in the paper insulation, the windings, the core, and in places
hard to reach in a transformer [18]. Replacing mineral oil with liquid ester creates in a transformer
a mixture with properties different than each base fluid. It is necessary to test the properties of
insulating liquids generated as a result of retrofilling to ensure long, effective, and safe operation of
power transformers. In this regard, the physicochemical and electrical properties, ageing processes,
the flammability parameters and the thermal properties of insulating liquid mixtures were examined.
Fofana at al. [19,20] presented the research results of two insulating liquids mixtures, proposed as
alternatives to mineral oil. The first part of the investigation presented a comparison of the mixed
liquids properties with those of pure liquids. The second part of the studies, evaluates the compatibility
of the mixed liquids with insulating papers used in power transformers. Perrier et al. [21] showed the
test results of heat transfer, breakdown voltage, aging stability and electrostatic charging tendency
of different mixtures based on the mineral oil, silicon oil and synthetic ester. It was shown that the
best mixture enabling optimization of the power transformer insulation is a mixture containing 20%
synthetic ester and 80% mineral oil. Rao et al. [22] presented research results of the 80% mineral oil
and 20% synthetic ester mixture in the field of thermal aging processes. The main purpose of the
work was to lower the cost of transformer insulation liquid having a good thermal performance and
improved oxidation stability. The authors observed that the oxidation rate of the blend of mineral
oil with synthetic ester is lower than mineral oil. Yu at al. [23] presented the research results of the
electrical and physicochemical parameters of dielectric liquid mixtures based on Envirotemp FR3
natural ester and Karamay No. 25 mineral oil. The tests showed that, with an increase of the natural
ester concentration in the mixture, the pour point, acidy, dynamic viscosity, and AC breakdown
voltage increased. Beroual et al. [24] showed the test results of AC and DC breakdown voltage of
different mixtures based on Midel 7131 synthetic ester, Envirotemp FR3 natural ester and mineral oil.
The authors confirmed that the increase in the concentration of both types of esters in a mixture with
mineral oil always increases the electrical strength. It has been suggested that transformer retrofilling
can be considered with mixtures composed of ester oil (80%) and mineral oil (20%). Hamadi et al. [25]
presented a study on the electrical and thermal stability of mixtures of Borak 22 mineral oil and Midel
7131 synthetic ester. The authors showed that the use of synthetic ester in a mixture with mineral oil
effectively slows down aging processes of insulating liquids. Dombek and Gielniak [26] investigated
the effect of the mixture composition of Nynas Draco mineral oil and Midel 7131 synthetic ester with
Envirotemp FR3 natural ester on the flash point, fire point, net calorific value, breakdown voltage,
relative permittivity, dissipation factor and conductivity. The authors showed that the content of the
mixture significantly determines the change of the tested parameters. Nadolny et al. [27,28] presented
the research results of thermal properties of Nytro Taurus mineral oil with Envirotemp FR3 natural
ester and Midel 7131 synthetic ester mixtures. The authors showed the measurement results of thermal
conductivity, viscosity, specific heat, density, and thermal expansion of the created mixtures in a wide
temperature range. The authors showed that the increase in the concentration of esters in the mixture
with mineral oil deteriorates the transformer cooling.

1.2. Streaming Electrification Measurement Methods

Another group of issues are ECT tests of the insulating liquids. For this purpose, a number of
measurement methods were prepared to evaluate the risk of streaming electrification in the insulation
of transformers. Gao et al. [29] have developed a measurement system with a closed insulating
liquid circulation, to simulate the oil flow in a transformer. The electrification current was generated
in an insulation system model. The current value was changing depending on the flow rate and
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the temperature of the mineral oil, and also depending on the values of the DC voltage applied.
Zdanowski [30] has prepared a flow system that makes it possible to test the streaming electrification
depending on the type of the metering pipe material, the flow rate, and the temperature of the insulating
fluid. Zmarzły and Frącz [31,32] created measuring systems with a plate and an oscillating cylinder.
In these systems, the electrification current can be measured in relation to the oscillation frequency
of the measuring electrode. Ren et al. [33] used a modified mini-static tester to test electrification.
In this system, the electrification current was generated as a result of a flowing sample of mineral
oil with a volume of 50 mL at a speed of 1.2 m/s through a cellulose filter. Leblanc et al. [34] used
a measurement system with a capillary pipe, developed at the PPRIME institute (Poitiers, France).
In this case, two electrometers were used, one of which would measure the leakage of electrical
charges from the capillary pipe, and the other from a metal vessel placed in a Faraday cage. Zmarzły
and Kędzia [35] prepared a system with a rotating electrometer, which makes it possible to record
1/f noise generated by the streaming electrification phenomenon. The electrification current signal
obtained could be analyzed in the time domain, frequency domain, and in the time-frequency domain.
Zdanowski et al. [36] developed a measurement system with a rotating disc to evaluate the ECT in
insulating liquids. The electrification current was measured with an electrometer connected to a tank,
in which the disc was placed submerged in the insulating liquid. Electrical charges were generated as a
result of the disc being put into rotary motion. In the system, it is possible to measure the electrification
current in relation to the rotation time, the diameter, and the rotation speed of the disc. For the disc
system, an electrification model was developed, which makes it possible to determine the qw charge
volume density at the interface between the disc and the liquid. This parameter is a material indicator
used to evaluate and compare the ECT of insulating liquids. The main advantages of the disc system
is its simple design, the ease of balancing the disc dynamically, the small volume of the liquid being
tested, and the possibility of measuring the current continuously.

1.3. Purpose and Scope of Research

This paper is another stage of the author’s research works related to the streaming electrification
of insulating liquid mixtures. Zdanowski and Maleska [37,38] showed a high correlation between
the electrification current and the composition of Trafo EN mineral oil mixtures with Envirotemp
FR3 natural ester, Midel 1204 natural ester and Midel 7131 synthetic ester. The electrification current
characteristics significantly depended on the type of mineral oil used in the tests (fresh or aged).
The minimum and maximum of the electrification current were observed. This time, the subject was to
evaluate the ECT of mixtures of Nycodiel 1255 synthetic ester with fresh and aged Trafo EN mineral oil.
Their main purpose of the paper was to specify the most beneficial composition of the mixture in terms
of retrofilling transformers. The tests were performed in a rotating disc system, designed and built
by the author. In the first stage of the study, the impact of the mixture’s composition on its density,
kinematic viscosity, molecular diffusion coefficient, conductivity, and relative dielectric constant was
determined. Then, the impact of the rotation time, the rotation speed, and the disc’s diameter on the
electrification current generation in the insulating liquid was examined. In the next stage, the impact
of the composition of the mixture of synthetic ester with fresh and aged mineral oil on the form of the
electrification current was analyzed. Based on the measurements of the physicochemical and electrical
properties, and of the electrification current, the volume density of the qw charge was determined
using the electrification model, which is a parameter defining the ECT of insulating liquids. The key
conclusion from the studies is that a small amount (up to 20%) of fresh and aged Trafo EN effectively
reduces the electrification of Nycodiel 1255 synthetic ester. The results show that replacing mineral oil
with synthetic ester reduces the risk of streaming electrification in the insulation system of transformers.
Running diagnostic tests for the streaming electrification phenomenon may help reduce the effects of
possible failures, and thus shorten the time and reduce the costs of repairing power transformers.
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2. Materials and Methods

To prepare the insulating liquid mixtures, Trafo EN (MO) mineral oil from Orlen Oil
(Krakov, Poland), and Nycodiel 1255 (SE) synthetic ester from Cargil (Paris, France) were used.
In order to simulate the ageing processes that take place in the course of a power transformer’s
operation, the mineral oil was subjected to accelerated thermal ageing according to standard IEC
1125 (Method C: 164 h, 120 C, copper catalyst—1144 cm2/kg of oil, air—0.15 L/h). The mixtures
based on the synthetic ester, and on the fresh and aged mineral oil were prepared at an ambient
temperature, and then cured in tightly sealed bottles for a month. The liquids was mixed with the aid
of a magnetic stirrer at a speed of 1100 rpm for about 60 min, according to the procedure proposed by
Beroual et al. [24]. The mixture’s volume was 1000 mL, and its composition was changing by 10%.
The fluid’s density was determined by means of a universal glass densimeter according to standard
ISO 3675. The kinematic viscosity was measured with a Brookfield DV-II + Pro viscometer on the basis
of standard ISO 2555. The electrical parameters were determined according to standard IEC 60,247
with the use of a tri-electrode capacitor. The conductivity was determined by measuring the resistivity
with an MR0-4c meter. The relative dielectric constant was determined by measuring the electrical
capacity with a Hioki 3522-50 LCR HiTester meter. The molecular diffusion coefficient was determined
based on the empirical dependency (1) specified by Adamczewski [39]:

Dm =
3.93×10−14

·T
υkρ

(1)

where T is temperature, νk kinematic viscosity, and ρ density.
Figure 1 presents the rotating disc system for measuring the electrification current of insulating

liquids. The system consisted of an air-tight measurement vessel with a diameter of 100 mm, filled
with 500 mL of the liquid, placed on a Teflon insulator. In the vessel, metal discs were installed with
diameters of 50, 60, 70, and 80 mm. The discs’ rotation speed within the range from 100 to 500 rpm was
regulated by means of a type 57BYGH step motor, combined with a system with a controller and a
display. Each disc was connected with the motor by means of a metal mandrel, and an isolating clutch,
serving as a mechanical and electric separator. The whole system was placed in a metal casing, serving
the role of a Faraday cage. The rotary motion of the disc generated electrostatic charges, and their
leakage to the ground was measured with a Keithley 6517A electrometer. The half-rack-sized model
6517A has a special low current input amplifier with an input bias current of <3 fA with just 0.75 fA
p-p (peak-to-peak) noise and <20 µV burden voltage on the lowest range. The electrometer allows the
measurement of current in the range 1 fA to 20 mA. The measurement process was controlled by means
of a dedicated software application [40] installed on a portable computer. The measurement process
consisted in washing and de-greasing the disc carefully, and then in seasoning it for two hours in the
liquid being tested, to stabilize the hydrodynamic and electric conditions in the measuring system.
During the tests, the air temperature in the lab was at a level of approx. 20 ◦C. Each point on the current
characteristics chart is the average of the 500 values obtained from five measurement series, each of
which lasted for 100 s. The error bars were determined based on the average electrification current,
the standard deviation, and the significance level α = 0.05. The streaming electrification phenomenon
in the measuring system starts to grow as a result of an increase in the disc’s rotation speed. Due to
the liquid’s very complex motion in the measurement vessel, during the disc’s activation, transient
states are observed, characterized by considerable fluctuations in the form of the electrification current.
The transitional processes result from a fast increase in the disc’s speed in respect to the adjacent
liquid. This results in a lot of slippage, a consequence of which is a rapid growth in the electrification
current. This condition disappears within seconds after the speed of the disc and of the adjacent liquid
layer become equal. Zmarzły [35] has analyzed the electrification current signal in the transient state.
Because of the limited metering capabilities of the Keithley 6517A electrometer applied, the article
presents the measurement results, which were recorded after the transient states disappeared.
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Figure 1. Rotating disc system for the investigation of electrification current of insulation liquids:
1—measuring vessel with liquid and disc, 2—Faraday cage, 3—Keithley 6517A electrometer,
4—portable computer, M—stepper motor and C—controller with display.

Mathematical Model of the Streaming Electrification Phenomenon

The impact of the hydrodynamic conditions and of the physicochemical properties of the insulation
liquids on the electrification process in the rotating disc system is described with the use of the model
developed by Kędzia [41]. The liquid’s motion in the system being discussed is very complex.
The liquid adjacent to the disc moves with the disc’s angular speed. The centrifugal forces create
the liquid’s component speeds in the radial direction. At the measurement vessel’s wall, the liquid
moves vertically. Then, the liquid moves over the disc’s upper and lower surface towards its axis.
The current in the measurement circuit is the sum of the diffusion current from the qw charge spread
across the vessel’s and the disc’s surface, the diffusion current from the q0 charge introduced by the
disc’s rotational movement into the volume of the liquid, and the conductivity current, flowing in the
liquid as a result of the electric field created by the charge in the liquid. In the model, it was assumed
that the liquid’s speed profile is fully developed. It was also assumed that the volumetric density of
the qw charge in the double electrical layer depends only on the properties of the liquid and of the
solid, and does not depend on the hydrodynamic conditions. For this reason, the qw parameter can be
used to determine and compare the ECT of insulating liquids. The electrification current in the disc
system is described with the use of the Equation (2):

I =
σqwV
ε0εrA

+
Dmqw

δA
Sd −

Dmqw

δ
Sd (2)

Constant A is given by the Equation (3):

A =
qw

q0
= 1 +

δV
λ2S

(3)

The thickness of the laminar sublayer is described by the Equation (4):

δ =
Bυk

Sn
1
C
(
τw
ρ

)0.5 (4)

The Debye length can be determined from Equation (5):

λ =

√
Dmε0εr

σ
(5)

The shear stresses are given by Equation (6):

τw = 0.0396Re−0.25ρv2 (6)
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The Reynolds number is given by Equation (7):

Re =
ωR2

νk
(7)

where I denotes the electrification current, qw—volume charge density on the phase border, q0—volume
charge density in the liquid volume, σ—conductivity, ρ—density, νk—kinematic viscosity, ε0—vacuum
electric permittivity, εr—relative dielectric constant, Dm—molecular diffusion coefficient, δ—laminar
sublayer thickness, τw—shearing stress, λ—Debye length, ω—angular velocity, v—average velocity,
Re—Reynolds number, V—liquid volume, R—disc radius, Sd—disc surface, S—disk and container
surface, Sn—Schmidt number (Sn = νk/Dm), and A, B, C—constant (A = qw/q0, B = 11.7; C = 3).

3. Results

The density and viscosity are among the most important indicators describing the physicochemical
properties of liquid dielectrics. The density of an insulating liquid is used in design calculations to
determine a transformer’s weight, and the viscosity determines the cooling effectiveness of its active
parts. Liquids with lower viscosity are more effective at removing heat from the inside of a transformer
into the environment. The conductivity and viscosity depend to a significant extent on the temperature,
and thus they affect other properties of the insulating liquids, which include the carrier mobility,
molecular diffusion coefficient, relative dielectric constant, and charge relaxation time. The relative
dielectric constant influences the stress distribution in a transformer’s insulation system, and thus
it determines its electric durability [26–28]. When analyzing the data contained in Tables 1 and 2,
it can be observed that the ageing processes affect to a different extent the physicochemical and
electrical properties of Trafo EN mineral oil. The changes in the density (ρ) and in the relative dielectric
constant (εr) do not exceed 1%. The kinematic viscosity (νk) is characterized by a 9% increase, and the
molecular diffusion coefficient (Dm) shows a 10% drop. The largest differences are visible in the
conductivity (σ), the value of which increases by nearly two orders of magnitude. And when comparing
Nycodiel 1255 synthetic ester with Trafo EN mineral oil, we can see that the ester is characterized by a
higher density, kinematic viscosity, conductivity, relative dielectric constant, and a lower molecular
diffusion coefficient.

Table 1. Properties of Nycodiel 1255 synthetic ester and fresh Trafo EN mineral oil mixtures (20 ◦C).

Mixture Content ρ (kg/m3) νk (m2/s) Dm (m2/s) σ (S/m) εr (–)

SE 100% 970 6.21 × 10−5 1.31 × 10−11 7.85 × 10−12 3.19
90% SE + 10% MO 963 5.63 × 10−5 1.45 × 10−11 6.41 × 10−12 3.09
80% SE + 20% MO 952 4.95 × 10−5 1.67 × 10−11 4.90 × 10−12 2.97
70% SE + 30% MO 941 4.55 × 10−5 1.84 × 10−11 4.02 × 10−12 2.88
60% SE + 40% MO 932 3.99 × 10−5 2.11 × 10−11 3.02 × 10−12 2.76
50% SE + 50% MO 923 3.63 × 10−5 2.35 × 10−11 2.58 × 10−12 2.66
40% SE + 60% MO 911 3.19 × 10−5 2.70 × 10−11 2.01 × 10−12 2.57
30% SE + 70% MO 902 2.93 × 10−5 2.97 × 10−11 1.55 × 10−12 2.45
20% SE + 80% MO 891 2.69 × 10−5 3.28 × 10−11 1.32 × 10−12 2.36
10% SE + 90% MO 881 2.37 × 10−5 3.77 × 10−11 9.88 × 10−13 2.26

MO 100% 871 2.21 × 10−5 4.11 × 10−11 7.97 × 10−13 2.19



Energies 2020, 13, 6159 7 of 14

Table 2. Properties of Nycodiel 1255 synthetic ester and aged Trafo EN mineral oil mixtures (20 ◦C).

Mixture Content ρ (kg/m3) νk (m2/s) Dm (m2/s) σ (S/m) εr (–)

SE 100% 970 6.21 × 10−5 1.31 × 10−11 7.85 × 10−12 3.19
90% SE + 10% MO 962 5.65 × 10−5 1.45 × 10−11 8.29 × 10−12 3.11
80% SE + 20% MO 951 5.29 × 10−5 1.56 × 10−11 8.61 × 10−12 2.99
70% SE + 30% MO 940 4.71 × 10−5 1.78 × 10−11 9.21 × 10−12 2.92
60% SE + 40% MO 931 4.35 × 10−5 1.94 × 10−11 9.72 × 10−12 2.81
50% SE + 50% MO 922 3.99 × 10−5 2.14 × 10−11 1.02 × 10−11 2.72
40% SE + 60% MO 910 3.62 × 10−5 2.40 × 10−11 1.07 × 10−11 2.63
30% SE + 70% MO 901 3.21 × 10−5 2.72 × 10−11 1.14 × 10−11 2.52
20% SE + 80% MO 889 2.98 × 10−5 2.97 × 10−11 1.19 × 10−11 2.41
10% SE + 90% MO 880 2.75 × 10−5 3.25 × 10−11 1.27 × 10−11 2.35

MO 100% 870 2.41 × 10−5 3.77 × 10−11 1.33 × 10−11 2.29

For example, Figures 2a–c and 3a,b present the dependencies that describe the impact of the
percentage share of fresh Trafo EN mineral oil and Nycodiel 1255 synthetic ester in the mixtures on
the change in the physicochemical and electric parameters. An increase in the content of the mineral
oil in the mixture with the synthetic ester caused a linear drop in the density (Figure 2a), and in the
relative dielectric constant (Figure 3b), and a non-linear drop in the kinematic viscosity (Figure 2b),
and in the conductivity (Figure 3a), and also a non-linear increase in the molecular diffusion coefficient
(Figure 2c). Similar parameters are demonstrated by both mixtures of Envirotemp FR3 natural ester
with Nytro Taurus [27] and Trafo EN [37] mineral oils, and also mixtures of Midel 7131 synthetic ester
with Nytro Draco [26] and Nytro Taurus [28] mineral oils.

Energies 2020, 13, x FOR PEER REVIEW 7 of 13 

 

50% SE + 50% MO 922 3.99 × 10−5 2.14 × 10−11 1.02 × 10−11 2.72 

40% SE + 60% MO 910 3.62 × 10−5 2.40 × 10−11 1.07 × 10−11 2.63 

30% SE + 70% MO 901 3.21 × 10−5 2.72 × 10−11 1.14 × 10−11 2.52 

20% SE + 80% MO 889 2.98 × 10−5 2.97 × 10−11 1.19 × 10−11 2.41 

10% SE + 90% MO 880 2.75 × 10−5 3.25 × 10−11 1.27 × 10−11 2.35 

MO 100% 870 2.41 × 10−5 3.77 × 10−11 1.33 × 10−11 2.29 

For example, Figures 2a–c and 3a,b present the dependencies that describe the impact of the 

percentage share of fresh Trafo EN mineral oil and Nycodiel 1255 synthetic ester in the mixtures on 

the change in the physicochemical and electric parameters. An increase in the content of the mineral 

oil in the mixture with the synthetic ester caused a linear drop in the density (Figure 2a), and in the 

relative dielectric constant (Figure 3b), and a non-linear drop in the kinematic viscosity (Figure 2b), 

and in the conductivity (Figure 3a), and also a non-linear increase in the molecular diffusion 

coefficient (Figure 2c). Similar parameters are demonstrated by both mixtures of Envirotemp FR3 

natural ester with Nytro Taurus [27] and Trafo EN [37] mineral oils, and also mixtures of Midel 7131 

synthetic ester with Nytro Draco [26] and Nytro Taurus [28] mineral oils.  

  

(a) (b) 

 

(c) 

Figure 2. (a) Density, (b) kinematic viscosity and (c) molecular diffusion coefficient vs. mixing of 

Nycodiel 1255 synthetic ester with fresh Trafo EN mineral oil. 

Figure 2. Cont.



Energies 2020, 13, 6159 8 of 14

Energies 2020, 13, x FOR PEER REVIEW 7 of 13 

 

50% SE + 50% MO 922 3.99 × 10−5 2.14 × 10−11 1.02 × 10−11 2.72 

40% SE + 60% MO 910 3.62 × 10−5 2.40 × 10−11 1.07 × 10−11 2.63 

30% SE + 70% MO 901 3.21 × 10−5 2.72 × 10−11 1.14 × 10−11 2.52 

20% SE + 80% MO 889 2.98 × 10−5 2.97 × 10−11 1.19 × 10−11 2.41 

10% SE + 90% MO 880 2.75 × 10−5 3.25 × 10−11 1.27 × 10−11 2.35 

MO 100% 870 2.41 × 10−5 3.77 × 10−11 1.33 × 10−11 2.29 

For example, Figures 2a–c and 3a,b present the dependencies that describe the impact of the 

percentage share of fresh Trafo EN mineral oil and Nycodiel 1255 synthetic ester in the mixtures on 

the change in the physicochemical and electric parameters. An increase in the content of the mineral 

oil in the mixture with the synthetic ester caused a linear drop in the density (Figure 2a), and in the 

relative dielectric constant (Figure 3b), and a non-linear drop in the kinematic viscosity (Figure 2b), 

and in the conductivity (Figure 3a), and also a non-linear increase in the molecular diffusion 

coefficient (Figure 2c). Similar parameters are demonstrated by both mixtures of Envirotemp FR3 

natural ester with Nytro Taurus [27] and Trafo EN [37] mineral oils, and also mixtures of Midel 7131 

synthetic ester with Nytro Draco [26] and Nytro Taurus [28] mineral oils.  

  

(a) (b) 

 

(c) 

Figure 2. (a) Density, (b) kinematic viscosity and (c) molecular diffusion coefficient vs. mixing of 

Nycodiel 1255 synthetic ester with fresh Trafo EN mineral oil. 

Figure 2. (a) Density, (b) kinematic viscosity and (c) molecular diffusion coefficient vs. mixing of
Nycodiel 1255 synthetic ester with fresh Trafo EN mineral oil.Energies 2020, 13, x FOR PEER REVIEW 8 of 13 

 

  

(a) (b) 

Figure 3. (a) Conductivity and (b) relative dielectric constant vs. mixing of Nycodiel 1255 synthetic 

ester with fresh Trafo EN mineral oil. 

To sum up, it should be concluded that comparing the properties of synthetic esters with those 

of mineral oils is important from the point of view of retrofilling power transformers. It is difficult to 

clearly indicate, which of the insulating liquids discussed is better or worse for use in transformers. 

The synthetic esters and mineral oils show a number of desired properties, unfortunately they are 

not free from disadvantages. Undoubtedly, the use of the synthetic esters is supported by 

environmental and fire safety aspects, and thus the interest in these liquids increases.  

Figure 4a presents the electrification current characteristics of the synthetic ester in relation to 

the rotation time of the discs with different diameters (50, 60, 70, 80 mm) at a speed of 500 rpm. A 

change in the disc’s rotation speed within the range from 50 to 500 rpm results in a non-linear increase 

in the electrification current of Nycodiel 1255 insulating liquid (Figure 4b). It was observed that the 

diameter and the rotation speed of the discs are factors that significantly influence the hydrodynamic 

conditions in the measurement system, and thus they affect the generation of the streaming 

electrification phenomenon.  

  

(a) (b) 

Figure 4. Electrification current of Nycodiel 1255 synthetic ester vs. (a) rotating time (v = 500 rpm) and 

(b) rotational velocity for discs of different diameters (d = 50, 60, 70, 80 mm). 

Figure 3. (a) Conductivity and (b) relative dielectric constant vs. mixing of Nycodiel 1255 synthetic
ester with fresh Trafo EN mineral oil.

To sum up, it should be concluded that comparing the properties of synthetic esters with those of
mineral oils is important from the point of view of retrofilling power transformers. It is difficult to
clearly indicate, which of the insulating liquids discussed is better or worse for use in transformers.
The synthetic esters and mineral oils show a number of desired properties, unfortunately they are not
free from disadvantages. Undoubtedly, the use of the synthetic esters is supported by environmental
and fire safety aspects, and thus the interest in these liquids increases.

Figure 4a presents the electrification current characteristics of the synthetic ester in relation to
the rotation time of the discs with different diameters (50, 60, 70, 80 mm) at a speed of 500 rpm.
A change in the disc’s rotation speed within the range from 50 to 500 rpm results in a non-linear
increase in the electrification current of Nycodiel 1255 insulating liquid (Figure 4b). It was observed
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that the diameter and the rotation speed of the discs are factors that significantly influence the
hydrodynamic conditions in the measurement system, and thus they affect the generation of the
streaming electrification phenomenon.
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Figure 5a presents the dependencies between the electrification current in fresh and aged Trafo
EN mineral oil, and Nycodiel 1255 synthetic ester depending on the rotation speed of the disc with
the diameter of 80 mm. For each of the liquids, a non-linear increase in the electrification current is
observed. The fresh mineral oil electrifies the least. The ageing processes in the mineral oil increase its
electrification tendency. The synthetic ester shows an electrification nearly three times higher than
that of the fresh Trafo EN oil. At the highest rotation speed (v = 500 rpm) of the disc (d = 80 mm),
the electrification current was 417 pA (fresh Trafo EN oil), 854 pA (aged Trafo EN oil), and 1154 pA
(Nycodiel 1255), respectively. Figure 5b presents the impact of the disc’s rotation speed on the volume
density of the qw charge. The average qw valueis 0.036 C/m3 (fresh Trafo EN oil), 0.065 C/m3 (aged Trafo
EN oil), 0.192 C/m3 (Nycodiel 1255), respectively. When analyzing the charts, it may be stated that this
parameter depends to a significant extent on the insulating liquid type. On the other hand, it does not
depend on the hydrodynamic conditions prevailing in the measuring system, which is confirmed by
its usefulness in determining the ECT of liquid dielectrics. As the study shows, the chemical structure
of a liquid and the ageing processes can have a significant effect on the streaming electrification
phenomenon in power transformers. In addition, as a result of retrofilling a transformer, a mixture is
generated inside with electrostatic features that can be different than those of each base fluid.
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Figure 5. (a) Electrification current and (b) volume charge density qw of insulating liquids vs. rotational
velocity of the disc (d = 80 mm).

Figure 6a presents the impact of the composition of the mixtures of Nycodiel 1255 synthetic ester
with Trafo EN mineral oil on the electrification current form. In the measurements, a disc with a
diameter of 80 mm was used, rotating at a speed of 500 rpm. Significant differences in the form of
the current characteristics were demonstrated, depending on the type of the mineral oil admixture
(fresh or aged). In the first case, the electrification current decreases and reaches its minimum value
(1011 pA), when the content of fresh oil in the mixture is 20%. Increasing the volume of oil in the
mixtures results in an intensive growth in the electrification current value. The current characteristic
reaches its maximum value (2613 pA) in the mixture consisting of 80% of mineral oil and 20% of
synthetic ester. In the second case, the admixture of aged mineral oil of up to approx. 20% leads to
lowering the electrification current value. Increasing the percentage share of mineral oil does not
lead to any significant changes in the electrification current form anymore. Figure 6b presents the
dependencies between the qw charge volume density and the mixture’s composition. The characteristics
of the qw charge have a different form than the current characteristics, since the electrification model,
apart from the electrification current, takes additionally account of the physical-chemical and electrical
properties of the liquids being studied.Energies 2020, 13, x FOR PEER REVIEW 10 of 13 
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This leads to a significant conclusion that, in order to specify the ECT of insulating liquids, it is
necessary to know both the electrification current and the properties of the liquids. In order to visualize
the electrification current value, and the qw charge value for selected liquids, their results are presented
in the form of bar charts (Figure 7a,b).
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The tests performed demonstrated that the type of the mineral oil used (fresh or aged) and the
percentage share of the particular components in the mixtures substantially contribute to the generation
of the streaming electrification phenomenon. Similar dependencies between the parameters being
studied were obtained for the mixtures of Trafo EN mineral oil with Envirotemp FR3 natural ester [37],
and with Midel 1204 natural ester and Midel 7131 synthetic ester [38]. Rajab et al. [42] presented the
results of their studies on the electrification in mixtures of PFAE (palm fatty acid ester) with fresh
and used mineral oil. The authors also observed the characteristic maximum of the electrification
current, when the content of PFAE was 80%. It is difficult to clearly explain this phenomenon, since for
the density, the kinematic viscosity, the conductivity, or the relative dielectric constant, no maximum
or minimum values are observed. The reasons for this type of phenomena can result from different
chemical structures of mineral oil and synthetic ester. These liquids differ in, for example, the capacity
to absorb water from the environment, which may influence the structure of the electrical double layer,
where the charge responsible for electrification in insulating liquids is created.

4. Conclusions

Due to their complex structure and the role they serve in an electric power system, power
transformers should be properly diagnosed, which may be reflected in their effective, reliable, and long
operation. For this reason, more often than before, when modernizing transformers, mineral oil is being
replaced with synthetic or natural esters. The primary purpose of the paper was to specify the ECT of
mixtures of fresh and aged Trafo EN mineral oil with Nycodiel 1255 synthetic ester in the context of
retrofiling power transformers. The ECT of the insulating liquids were determined on the basis of the
volume density of the qw charge created in the double electrical layer at the solid - liquid interface.
The qw parameter was determined using the electrification model for the disc system, based on the
measurements of the density, the kinematic viscosity, the molecular diffusion factor, the conductivity,
the relative dielectric constant, and the electrification current in the mixtures. The parameters that
affect the size of the electrification current generated are the rotation speed, the disc diameter, and the
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mixtures’ composition. The study demonstrated that Nycodiel 1255 synthetic ester electrifies more than
fresh and aged mineral oil. It was demonstrated that the ECT of the mixtures depends to a significant
extent on their composition. The forms of the electrification current in the mixtures with fresh and aged
mineral oil are essentially different. In the first case, the minimal electrification current is observed at
20% of oil in the mixture, and the maximum when the oil content reaches 80%. Aged mineral oil (20%)
in the mixtures reduces the electrification current value. A further increase in the aged oil content in a
mixture with synthetic ester causes no further significant changes in the electrification current. In both
the first and second cases, a small amount of Trafo EN mineral oil (up to 20%) effectively reduces
the ECT of Nycodiel 1255 synthetic ester. The most important conclusion of the study conducted is
the observation that replacing mineral oil with synthetic ester does not increase the risk of streaming
electrification in the insulation system of power transformers. This phenomenon is beneficial for
transformer retrofilling.
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