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Abstract: This paper presents a frequency adaptive grid voltage sensorless control scheme of a
grid-connected inductive–capacitive–inductive (LCL)-filtered inverter, which is based on an adaptive
current controller and a grid voltage observer. The frequency adaptive current controller is constructed
by a full-state feedback regulator with the augmentation of multiple control terms to restrain not
only the inherent resonance phenomenon that is caused by LCL filter, but also current harmonic
distortions from an adverse grid environment. The number of required sensing devices is minimized
in the proposed scheme by means of a discrete-time current-type observer, which estimates the
system state variables, and gradient-method-based observers, which estimate the grid voltages and
frequency simultaneously at different grid conditions. The estimated grid frequency is utilized
in the current control loop to provide high-quality grid-injected currents, even under harmonic
distortions and the frequency variation of grid voltages. As a result, the grid frequency adaptive
control performance as well as the robustness against distorted grid voltages can be realized. Finally,
an inverter synchronization task without using grid voltage sensors is accomplished by a fundamental
grid voltage filter and a phase-locked loop to detect the actual grid phase angle. The stability and
convergence performance of the proposed observers have been studied by means of the Lyapunov
theory to ensure a high accuracy tracking performance of estimated variables. Simulation and
experimental results are presented to validate the feasibility and the effectiveness of the proposed
control approach.

Keywords: distorted grid; frequency adaptation; gradient steepest descent; grid-connected inverter;
LCL filter; least-mean-square; voltage sensorless control

1. Introduction

The distributed generation (DG) employing renewable energy from wind or solar sources
has gained a lot of interest from energy producers and consumers, owing to environment-friendly
features [1]. Enhancing the reliability, efficiency, and competitive cost are highly desirable in constructing
the DG system to maximize the potential of renewable energy in the electrical energy demand. In this
respect, a voltage source inverter (VSI) plays an important role as an interface between the DG and
the main grid [2]. The control performance of a grid-connected inverter should be robust against the
negative effects from the main grid, such as the harmonic distortion or the grid frequency deviation, to
inject the active power from DG to the grid with high-quality injected currents, which complies with
the restricted grid codes [3].
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Most grid-connected inverter topologies use the pulse width modulation (PWM) technique with
a high switching frequency to reduce the harmonic contents in output voltages. As a result, output
low-pass filters should be connected between inverters and grid to attenuate high frequency harmonics.
There are three main filter alternatives, known as inductor (L), inductor-capacitor-inductor (LCL), and
inductor-capacitor (LC) filters. Among them, the LCL filter configuration is a preferable option due to
its better performance in terms of higher harmonic attenuation with a smaller inductor size and cost in
comparison with the conventional L or LC filter [4–6]. However, complicated dynamic characteristics,
as well as the risk of resonance phenomenon in LCL filters, pose a challenge in the controller design for
stabilizing the system.

A resonance damping method is normally required to control the LCL-filtered inverter system.
The damping techniques can be generally categorized into two methods: the passive damping by
using additional physical components on LCL circuits and the active damping by implementing
current control algorithms. Even though the passive damping is simple, the extra loss through heat
dissipation is unavoidable [7]. On the other hand, since the active damping method can be realized
without extra loss, this scheme has been widely adopted to stabilize the inverter system at the expense
of increased computational burden and additional sensing devices [8–10]. Particularly, the research
work in [9] uses the capacitor current feedback to realize the virtual-resistor-based active damping
concept. The current controller is modified by including the feedback of filter capacitor voltages to
achieve the resonance damping in other approaches that were introduced in [8,10]. Obviously, both
of these methods require extra sensors. Alternatively, the studies in [11,12] introduce a state-space
control method for an LCL-filtered inverter system, in which the closed-loop poles can be placed at the
desired locations to damp the resonance peak. These research works implement a full-state observer to
estimate the system state variables instead of using direct measurements.

Many researchers put effort towards eliminating more sensors in system for the purpose of
reducing the cost and hardware complexity of a grid-connected inverter. As the DC-link voltage
and grid-side currents are essential for the protection against over voltage and over current, these
sensors cannot be removed. Another approach is to eliminate grid voltage sensors that measure grid
voltages to extract the information for synchronizing the DG system with main grid. To realize the
synchronization of DG system with the main grid without grid voltage measurements, several grid
voltage sensorless control schemes have been reported. In [13], the grid voltages are algebraically
deduced from inverter voltages and voltages drop in the filter inductors, in which quadrature low-pass
filters are adopted to accomplish the required differentiation operation with currents. This method
is simple and it has low computational burden. However, it is only applicable for L-filtered inverter
systems. The concept of the virtual flux estimator is applied to realize a voltage sensorless control for
an LCL-filtered inverter [14]. In [15], a disturbance voltage model is augmented into the state-space
model of a PWM converter system to estimate the line voltage waveforms.

The aforementioned methods use the precise knowledge on the grid frequency in the design of
grid voltage sensorless control schemes. However, in the weak grid condition, the grid frequency
is time-varying, causing the degradation or even instability in operation of control and estimation
algorithms. The sensorless control scheme should be able to produce desirable harmonic-free injected
currents by adapting to the grid frequency deviation to meet the requirement of robustness against
both the distorted grid and frequency variation in the grid-connected inverter. The study in [16]
presents a voltage sensorless scheme based on the sliding mode observer to control a three-phase
voltage source rectifier under unbalanced grid conditions. Though a good performance is achieved
under several adverse test conditions by this approach, the grid frequency that was obtained by the
conventional phase-locked loop (PLL) still has long transient time under a sudden frequency step
change. A closed-loop observer-based grid voltage sensorless control scheme is introduced for a
VSI with L and LCL filters in [17] and [18], respectively. In these schemes, the grid frequency in the
disturbance model is tuned online by means of grid frequency estimators. However, these schemes
require quite heavy computational burden since all the harmonic components in the distorted grid
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condition should be included into system model in order to ensure good convergence of the estimated
voltages to the actual quantities. Another approach in [19] presents a model reference adaptive control
structure by using the active- and reactive-power model to estimate the grid voltages. The PLL is
eliminated in this estimation algorithm owing to the exactness of the extracted grid frequency and
phase angle information.

Recently, optimization algorithms have been investigated and adopted into several applications
due to their high efficiency and low computational burden features, in which the unknown system
parameters are iteratively estimated to minimize the parameter estimation error [20–23]. In particular,
the research in [20] presents a neural adaptive notch filter for an active power filter, in which the
least-mean-square algorithm is adopted for updating the weights of the adaptive neural harmonic
estimator. In [21,22], the grid voltages are estimated by using the estimator based on a gradient steepest
descent method for L- and LCL-filtered inverters, respectively. However, these schemes did not
consider the grid frequency variation in controller design. Alternatively, a voltage estimation scheme
that is based on the Newton–Raphson optimization technique is presented in [23]. This approach
utilizes the exchanged power models between VSI and the main grid via an L filter to formulate the
optimization problem in terms of unknown grid information. However, this algorithm is still not
suitable for estimating the grid voltages for an LCL-filtered inverter model.

In this paper, a frequency adaptive current control scheme without grid voltage sensors is
presented for a grid-connected LCL-filtered inverter. A current controller presented in [24] is applied,
which includes a full-state feedback regulator and multiple augmented control terms, in order to
stabilize the inverter system and to fulfill control objectives such as the zero steady-state reference
tracking error and the harmonic disturbance compensation under adverse grid conditions. To reduce
the system cost as well as the hardware complexity, only the measurement of DC-link voltage and
grid-side currents are used in the design of the proposed control scheme. Instead, two observers
are simultaneously employed to reliably estimate both system state variables and grid voltages.
Particularly, a discrete current-type observer is constructed to estimate the system states, while the grid
voltages are precisely estimated by an adaptive observer based on the gradient steepest descent method.
The uncertainty in the main grid, such as the grid frequency variation and harmonic distortion, poses
a challenge for the synchronization task of the voltage sensorless control scheme. To overcome this
issue, a resonant filter in the discrete-time state-space tuned at the fundamental frequency cooperated
with the conventional PLL scheme to restrain the effect of the harmonic distortion on the extracted
grid phase angle. Furthermore, since the exact grid frequency information is essential to tune the
frequency adaptive current controller as well as the resonant filter, this paper also proposes a novel
grid frequency estimator that is based on the least-mean-square algorithm to produce the frequency
estimate with low variation and fast convergence features. The PSIM software-based simulations (9.1,
Powersim, Rockville, MD, USA) and experiments have been carried out comprehensively by using a
three-phase 2 kVA prototype grid-connected inverter under adverse grid conditions to demonstrate the
effectiveness and the feasibility of the proposed frequency adaptive voltage sensorless control scheme.
As a result, the proposed current controller has robustness against negative impacts from grid, such as
the harmonic distortion and the grid frequency variation, even without grid voltage sensors.

2. System Description

Figure 1 depicts a configuration of a three-phase grid-connected VSI with LCL filter, where R1,
L1, R2, and L2 denote resistances and inductances of the filter in the converter-side and the grid-side,
respectively, and C represents the filter capacitance. The proposed control scheme is constructed by a
robust current controller and multiple observers that estimate both system state variables and grid
voltages in order to inject high-quality currents into the grid with utilizing only grid-side current and
DC-link voltage sensors. In particular, the estimated quantities of grid-side currents î2, inverter-side
currents î1, and capacitor voltages v̂c are obtained from the current-type full-state observer to feed
them to the current controller. The variable d̂ denotes the estimated quantities of grid voltages, which
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is updated online from the gradient-method-based observer. The synchronization task of the inverter
and the main grid is accomplished by a PLL with the fundamental grid voltages being extracted from
a grid fundamental component filter. The estimated grid frequency ω̂ obtained from the proposed
grid frequency estimator is fed back to the current controller and the grid fundamental component
filter to realize the frequency adaptive scheme. Finally, the reference voltages vi as the output of the
current controller are modulated by the space vector pulse width modulation (SVPWM) method.
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The mathematical model of the inverter system in the natural reference frame can be written for
phase a, as

d
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where the superscript “a” denotes phase-a variables, i1, i2, and vc denote the inverter-side current, the
grid-side current, and the capacitor voltage, respectively, vi is the inverter voltage, and d denotes the
grid voltage. Similar equations are applied for phase b and c.

3. Proposed Frequency Adaptive Current Control Scheme Without Voltage Sensors

In this section, the proposed frequency adaptive sensorless current control scheme is presented in
detail. A current controller is first constructed in the synchronous reference frame (SRF) to stabilize the
LCL-filtered inverter system and to achieve main control objectives such as the reference tracking and
the disturbance compensation. Two observers are constructed in the stationary frame to obtain the
estimates for system state variables and grid voltages to realize a grid voltage sensorless control scheme.
It is worth to note that since the system models in α-axis and β-axis are independent of each other, the
observers are designed by only considering the system model in α-axis and it is then similarly applied
to the system model in the β-axis. A novel grid frequency estimator is also introduced to estimate the
actual grid frequency by online, and the estimated grid frequency is fed back to the current controller.
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Finally, the synchronization issue is discussed to ensure a safe and reliable connection between the DG
and the main grid.

3.1. Frequency Adaptive Current Controller

The current controller is designed by a full-state feedback regulator with the augmentation of an
integral term and two resonant terms tuned at interesting harmonic components into inverter system
model [24]. In the SRF, the reference tracking of grid-side current is easily achieved by means of a
simple integral control term. Additionally, four harmonic components in phase currents at the 5th,
7th, 11th, and 13th orders can be effectively compensated at the same time with only two resonant
terms at 6th and 12th orders in the SRF. Therefore, the computational burden of the current controller
is reduced in the SRF as compared to other approaches that were implemented in the stationary frame.

The mathematical model of the inverter system can be expressed in the SRF by means of the Park’s
transformation, as follows:
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where the superscript “q” and “d” denote the q-axis and d-axis variables, respectively, and ω is the
grid angular frequency. From Equation (4) to (9), the continuous-time representation of system can be
expressed in a state-space model, as

.
x(t) = Ax(t) + Bu(t) + Dd(t) (10)

y(t) = Cx(t) (11)

where x = [iq2 id2 iq1 id1 vq
c vq

c ]
T

is the system state vector, u = [vq
i vd

i ]
T

is the system input vector,

d = [dq dd]
T

is the grid voltage vector, and the system matrices A, B, C, and D are presented, as

A =



−R2/L2 −ω 0 0 1/L2 0
ω −R2/L2 0 0 0 1/L2

0 0 −R1/L1 −ω −1/L1 0
0 0 ω −R1/L1 0 −1/L1

−1/C 0 1/C 0 0 −ω
0 −1/C 0 1/C ω 0


, B =



0 0
0 0

1/L1 0
0 1/L1

0 0
0 0


(12)

D =



−1/L2 0
0 −1/L2

0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0


, C =

[
1 0 0 0 0 0
0 1 0 0 0 0

]
(13)
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For a digital implementation of the current controller, the system model can be transformed into
the discrete-time domain by using the zero-order hold (ZOH) method with the sampling time Ts,
as [25]

x(k + 1) = Adx(k) + Bdu(k) + Ddd(k) (14)

y(k) = Cdx(k) (15)

where the matrices Ad, Bd, Dd, and Cd can be calculated as

Ad = eATs , Bd =

(∫ Ts

0
eAtdt

)
B, Dd =

(∫ Ts

0
eAtdt

)
D, Cd = C. (16)

Figure 2 represents the detailed block diagram of the proposed current controller, in which the
control input u(k) is computed from the output of the full-state feedback regulator, the integral control
term, and two resonant terms that were tuned at 6ω and 12ω.
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The integral control term is expressed in the discrete-time state-space model, as [24,25]

z0(k + 1) = APz0(k) + BPε(k) (17)

where AP = I2×2, BP = Ts × I2×2, z0(t) =
[

zq
0(k) zd

0(k)
]T

is the state vector of integral control term,

ε(k) =
[
εq(k) εd(k)

]T
= r(k) −Cdx(k) is the current error vector, r(k) =

[
iq∗2 (k) id∗2 (k)

]T
is the

reference current vector.
For the purpose of compensating the harmonic distortion at 5th, 7th, 11th, and 13th orders from the

adverse grid environment, the current controller augments the frequency adaptive resonant control
terms tuned at 6ω and 12ω, as [24,26][

δ1(k + 1)
δ2(k + 1)

]
= As

rn

[
δ1(k)
δ2(k)

]
+ Bs

rnε(k) (18)

where As
rn =

[
2 cos(nωTs) 1

−1 0

]
, Bs

rn =

[
cos(nωTs)

−1

]
.

By using the discrete-time state-space model for the resonant control in (18), the grid frequency
can be updated online when the actual grid frequency varies. As a result, the distorted harmonics are
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effectively attenuated, even under the grid frequency deviation. Applying resonant control terms for
q-axis and d-axis of ε(k) yields

zn(k + 1) = Arnzn(k) + Brnε(k) (19)

where zn = [ δ
q
1n δ

q
2n δd

1n δd
2n ]

T
, Arn =

[
As

rn 02×2

02×2 As
rn

]
, and Brn =

[
Bs

rn 02×1

02×1 Bs
rn

]
.

The above integral in (17) and resonant control terms in (19) are augmented into the system model
to design full-state feedback regulation, as follows:

xe(k + 1) = Aexe(k) + Beu(k) + Ded(k) + Brer(k) (20)

y(k) = Cexe(k) (21)

u(k) = −Kxe(k) (22)

where xe = [ xT zT
0 zT

6 zT
12 ] T, Ae =


Ad 06×2 06×4 06×4

−BPCd AP 02×4 02×4

−Br6Cd 04×2 Ar6 04×4

−Br12Cd 04×2 04×4 Ar12

, Be =


Bd

02×2

04×2

04×2

,

De =


Dd

02×2

04×2

04×2

, Bre =


06×2

BP

Br6

Br12

 Ce = [ Cd 02×2 02×4 02×4 ], K = [ Kx KPz K6z K12z ], with

Kx ∈<2×6, KPz ∈<2x2, K6z ∈<2x4, and K12z ∈<2x4. The feedback gain matrix K in (22) should be
chosen to ensure the stability of the current control scheme. In this study, a linear quadratic regulation
(LQR) approach is applied to select an optimal feedback gain matrix systematically [25].

3.2. Discrete-Time Current-Type Full State Observer

In the proposed current controller (20)-(22), all of the system state variables should be available
to determine the control input by the full-state feedback. However, only grid-side currents and the
DC-link voltage are directly measured to reduce the cost and hardware complexity due to sensing
devices. A full-state observer is employed to produce the estimated signals for grid-side currents,
inverter-side currents, and capacitor voltages. As detailed discussions in [12,24,27], the discrete-time
current-type observer is chosen in this study to enhance the stability of observer under different
operation conditions.

The inverter model representation in the stationary reference frame is chosen to construct the
full-state observer. From (1)-(3), the inverter model transformed to the stationary reference frame is
obtained, as

.
xαs (t) = Ascxαs (t) + Bscvαi (t) + Dscdα(t) (23)

yα(t) = Cscxαs (t) (24)

where xαs = [ iα1 vαc iα2 ]
T

, Asc =


−R1/L1 −1/L1 0

1/C 0 −1/C
0 1/L2 −R2/L2

, Bsc


1/L1

0
0

, and Dsc =


0
0

−1/L2

.
Obviously, the system model in (23) and (24) does not contain the grid frequency information as

the system model (10)-(11) in the SRF. As a result, the frequency variation do not affect the estimation
performance of the proposed observer.

To construct the full-state observer in the discrete-time domain, the inverter system model in
(23)–(24) is discretized by the offline ZOH method, as follows:

xαs (k + 1) = Asdxαs (k) + Bsdvi(k) + Dsddα(k) (25)
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y(k) = Csdxs(k) (26)

where Asd, Bsd, Csd, Dsd is the discrete-time counterparts of Asc, Bsc, Csc, Dsc, respectively. From (25)
and (26), the current full-state observer is given as

x̂−α(k + 1) = Asdx̂α(k) + Bsdvαi (k) + Dsdd̂α(k) (27)

x̂α(k + 1) = x̂−α(k + 1) + Ke[yα(k + 1) −Cdx̂−α(k + 1)] (28)

where the superscript “α” denotes the α-axis, x̂α is the estimated current state vector, and Ke is the
observer gain matrix. x̂−α is the computed state vector from the system dynamic model and the input
signal vαi at time step k in (27). The estimated vector x̂α is calculated by the x̂−α and a correction term at
time step (k + 1) in Equation (28). It is worth noting that the grid voltage is unknown in a grid voltage
sensorless control scheme.

The grid voltage is estimated by the gradient-based observer in order to avoid the steady-state
error in the estimated state variables, as presented in the next section and the estimated grid voltage
d̂α is updated in (27). If the estimated grid voltage converges well to the actual value, then the error
dynamics of the observer can be obtained by subtracting (28) from (25), as follows:

x̃α(k + 1) = xα(k + 1) − x̂α(k + 1) = (Asd −KeCsdAsd )̃x
α(k). (29)

The observer gain matrix Ke should be selected in order that the eigenvalues of (Asd −KeCsdAsd)

are placed inside the unit circle. Subsequently, the estimation error tends to zero or the estimated states
converge to the actual ones. The observer gain matrix can be selected by applying the similar LQR
approach as the current control design.

3.3. Adaptive Gradient Steepest Descent Method for Grid Voltage Estimation

In this section, a simple and effective gradient steepest descent-based observer is presented to
estimate the grid voltage with low computational burden. Suppose that the inverter-side currents and
capacitor voltages are reliably estimated by the discrete-time current-type observer. These estimated
values and inverter voltages are fed to the dynamic model of grid-side current to estimate the grid
voltage, as shown in Figure 3.
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ˆ c
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Figure 3. Grid voltage observer based on the adaptive gradient steepest descent method.

To estimate an unknown grid voltage in the α-axis, an adaptive observer is constructed with open
loop structure, as follows:

i
α
2 (k + 1) = CsdAsdxαs (k) + CsdBsdvαi (k) + CsdDsdd̂α(k) (30)

where xαs (k) = [ îα1 v̂αc i
α
2 ]

T
and i

α
2 is the estimated grid-side current by the proposed adaptive

observer. With the same inverter input voltage, the estimated grid-side current i
α
2 that was obtained

from the open loop form converges to the actual value iα2 only when the estimated grid voltage d̂α
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converges to the real value dα. Therefore, the estimated grid voltage should be adaptively updated to
minimize a discrete-type quadratic estimation error E(k) as follows:

E(k) =
1
2
[iα2 (k) − i

α
2 (k)]

2
. (31)

Based on the gradient steepest descent method to find the minimum point of a function, the
grid-voltage can be computed to minimize E(k) iteratively, as follows:

d̂α(k + 1) = d̂α(k) − µ∇E(k) (32)

where µ is an adaption gain, and the gradient ∇E(k) with respect to d̂α(k) is calculated, as follows:

∇E(k) =
∂E(k)

∂d̂α(k)
=
∂E(k)

∂i
α
2 (k)

∂i
α
2 (k)

∂d̂α(k)
= −CsdDsd[iα2 (k) − i

α
2 (k)]. (33)

By substituting (33) into (32), the estimated grid voltage is deduced by the adaption law as

d̂α(k + 1) = d̂α(k) + µCsdDsd[iα2 (k) − i
α
2 (k)]. (34)

The stability analysis for the gradient steepest descent observer can be achieved by selecting the
Lyapunov function as [21]

V(k) =
1
2
[iα2 (k) − i

α
2 (k)]

2
=

1
2
δ2
α(k). (35)

The Lyapunov convergence criterion to ensure the stability of observer is expressed as

∆V(k) = V(k + 1) −V(k) < 0 (36)

or
1
2
δ2
α(k + 1) − 1

2
δ2
α(k) < 0. (37)

Equation (37) can be expanded by using the Taylor series of ∆V(k) around the point V(k). Keeping
the first two terms yields

∆V(k) =
1
2
δ2
α(k + 1) − 1

2
δ2
α(k) = ∆δα(k)δα(k) +

1
2

∆δ2
α(k) < 0 (38)

where ∆δα(k) = δα(k + 1) − δα(k). Similar to ∆V(k), the term ∆δα(k) is also expanded, as below, by
the Taylor series, in which only the first term of the series is expressed as

∆δα(k) = δα(k + 1) − δα(k) = ∂δα(k)

∂d̂α(k)
∆d̂α(k) = µ

∂δα(k)

∂iα(k)

∂iα(k)

∂d̂α(k)
δα(k). (39)

Substituting ∆δα(k) in (39) into (38) yields

∆V(k) = µ
∂δα(k)

∂d̂α(k)

∂iα(k)

∂d̂α(k)
δ2
α(k) +

µ2

2

[
∂δα(k)

∂d̂α(k)

]2 ∂iα(k)

∂d̂α(k)

2

δ2
α(k) < 0. (40)

Since it is obvious that ∂δα(k)
∂d̂α(k)

=
∂[iα2 (k)−i

α
2 (k)]

∂d̂α(k)
= − ∂iα(k)

∂d̂α(k)
= −CsdDsd, Equation (40) can be expressed,

as follows:
∆V(k) = −µδ2

α(k)
{
[CsdDsd]

2 − µ
2
[CsdDsd]

4
}
< 0. (41)
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That leads to
0 < µ <

2

[CsdDsd]
2 . (42)

The grid voltages can be effectively estimated by means of the adaptive gradient steepest
descent-based grid voltage observer contained (34) and the adaptation gain according to (42). As
a result, the voltage sensors can be feasibly removed without affecting the reliable operation of the
three-phase inverter system.

3.4. Adaptive Filter to Extract the Grid Fundamental Component

An accurate information on the grid phase angle is required even under non-ideal grid voltage
conditions to perform the synchronization task between the DG and the main grid and to inject
high-quality active power. The utilization of the conventional PLL is often not satisfactory for
extracting the grid phase angle under the distorted grid. Therefore, an adaptive filter cooperating with
the conventional PLL is introduced in this section to effectively extract the magnitude and phase of the
fundamental grid component, as shown in Figure 4, in which the filter is designed for α-axis, and it is
then similarly applied for the β-axis. It is worth to note that the estimated grid frequency from the
frequency estimator, which is presented in the next section, is used to adaptively change the frequency
information in the filter to avoid the performance deterioration under frequency deviation.Energies 2019, 12, 4266 10 of 26 
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In the discrete-time domain, a resonant filter tuned at the fundamental frequency is represented
in the state-space form, as [28]

d
αβ
1 (k + 1) = Ad

αβ
1 (k) + v(k) (43)

where v(k) is a filter input, d
αβ
(k) =

 d
α
1 (k)

d
β
1(k)

, and A =

[
cos(ω̂Ts) − sin(ω̂Ts)

sin(ω̂Ts) cos(ω̂Ts)

]
.

Based on Equation (43), a closed loop filter can be constructed to obtain the fundamental component
of grid frequency as follows:

d
αβ
1 (k + 1) = Ad

αβ
1 (k) +

[
L1

L2

]
(d̂α(k) − d

α
1 (k)) (44)

where L1 and L2 are the gains of the resonant filter, which are selected to achieve desired filter
characteristics. The filtered fundamental grid components facilitate the conventional PLL to extract the
correct grid phase angle even under distorted grid condition.

3.5. Grid Frequency Estimation Based on an Adaptive Least-Mean-Square Algorithm

In the weak grid environment, the grid frequency might rapidly change, causing the degradation
of the current controller which was designed at a fixed nominal frequency. In the proposed grid voltage
sensorless current control scheme presented in the previous sections, an accurate knowledge of the
grid frequency should be adaptively adjusted in both the current controller and the grid fundamental
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component filter. For this aim, a grid frequency estimator is proposed in this section to exactly estimate
the actual grid frequency online based on only the estimated grid phase angle from the PLL.

Figure 5 represents the proposed grid frequency estimator that is constructed by an adjustable
sinusoidal signal model and an adaptation law. The estimated frequency ω̂ is obtained from the
adaption law to minimize the parameter estimation error between the reference signal dαre f and the

estimated signal d̂αre f by means of the least-mean-square optimization method.
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An arbitrary sinusoidal signal model can be expressed in the continuous-time, as follows:

.
d
α

re f (t) = −ωdβre f (t) (45)

.
d
β

re f (t) = ωdαre f (t). (46)

By using the forward Euler discretization method, the sinusoidal signals in (45) and (46) can be
transformed to the discrete-time domain, as

dαre f (k + 1) = dαre f (k) −ωTsd
β
re f (k) (47)

dβre f (k + 1) = dβre f (k) +ωTsdαre f (k). (48)

The reference signals dαre f and dβre f are calculated from the estimated grid phase angle, as follows:

dαre f (k) = A cos(θ̂) (49)

dβre f (k) = A sin(θ̂). (50)

As shown in Figure 5, the adjustable sinusoidal signal model is constructed by the reference
signals with the estimated grid frequency as

d̂αre f (k + 1) = dαre f (k) − ω̂Tsd
β
re f (k) (51)

d̂βre f (k + 1) = dβre f (k) + ω̂Tsdαre f (k). (52)

The convergence of the estimated signal d̂αre f to the actual quantity dαre f is only achieved if the grid
frequency estimated from the adaption law reaches to the actual grid frequency. Thus, the frequency
estimation can be accomplished by minimizing the parameter estimation error, as follows:

Ẽ(k) = d̂αre f (k) − dαre f (k). (53)
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From (53), the estimated frequency ω̂ is calculated iteratively by means of the least-mean-square
algorithm, as

ω̂(k + 1) = ω̂(k) − ηẼ(k)∇Ẽ(k)

ε+ [∇Ẽ(k)]
2 (54)

where η is an adaption gain and ε is a small value to avoid the division with zero. The term ∇Ẽ(k)
represents the gradient of the parameter estimation error with respect to the estimated grid frequency
and it is expressed as

∇Ẽ(k) =
∂Ẽ(k)
∂ω̂(k)

= −Tsd
β
re f (k− 1). (55)

From (54) and (55), the estimated frequency can be obtained as

ω̂(k + 1) = ω̂(k) +
ηTsd

β
re f (k− 1)Ẽ(k)

ε+ [Tsd
β
re f (k− 1)]

2 . (56)

For the aim of analyzing the stability of the proposed grid frequency estimator, the Lyapunov
function is chosen, as follows:

V(k) = [W̃(k)]
2

(57)

where W̃(k) = ω̂(k) −ω(k). The estimator is stable and the grid voltage reaches to the actual value if
the following Lyapunov criterion is satisfied

∆V(k) = V(k + 1) −V(k) < 0. (58)

Since Ẽ(k) = d̂αre f (k) − dαre f (k) = −[Tsd
β
re f (k− 1)]W̃(k), ∆V(k) can be expressed as

∆V(k) =

W̃(k) −
η[Tsd

β
re f (k− 1)]

2
W̃(k)

ε+ [Tsd
β
re f (k− 1)]

2


2

− [W̃(k)]
2
< 0 (59)

or

∆V(k) =
η

[
W̃(k)Tsd

β
re f (k− 1)

]2

ε+ [Tsd
β
re f (k− 1)]

2 ×

−2 +
η[Tsd

β
re f (k− 1)]

2

ε+ [Tsd
β
re f (k− 1)]

2

 < 0. (60)

The adaption gain η must be chosen in the range as 0 < η < 2 to ensure the stability of the grid
frequency estimator.

It is worth noting that the adaption law (56) involves the multiplication of the sinusoidal reference
signal and the estimated parameter error. If the reference signals are computed from the measured
quantities (e.g. grid-side currents), the effects of the measurement noise or distorted harmonics will
affect the performance of the estimated grid frequency. In the proposed estimator, reference signals are
calculated from the estimated grid phase angle to achieve pure sinusoidal reference signals, as (49) and
(50). Thus, a good estimating performance of the grid frequency is achieved with low variance of only
±0.15 Hz between the nominal value.

4. Simulation Results

For the performance evaluation of the proposed voltage sensorless current control scheme,
simulations have been carried out for an LCL-filtered grid-connected inverter that is based on the
PSIM software under different operating conditions. The simulation configuration of inverter system
and the proposed control scheme is depicted in Figure 6, in which the measurements of inverter-side
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currents, capacitor voltages, and grid voltages are only used for comparison purposes. Table 1 lists
system parameters of three-phase inverter.
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Figure 6. Simulation configuration for the three-phase grid-connected inverter.

Table 1. System parameters of a grid-connected inverter.

Parameters Value Units

DC-link voltage 420 V
Resistance (load bank) 24 Ω

Filter resistance 0.5 Ω
Filter capacitor 4.5 µF

Inverter-side filter inductance 1.7 mH
Grid-side filter inductance 1.7 mH

Grid voltage (line-to line rms) 220 V
Grid frequency 50/60 Hz

Switching frequency/Sampling frequency 10 KHz

Figure 7a represents three-phase distorted grid voltages that were used for the simulations, which
contain the harmonic components in the orders of 5th, 7th, 11th, and 13th with 5% magnitude of the
fundamental grid voltage. Figure 7b shows the Fast Fourier transform (FFT) result of phase-a voltage
and the total harmonic distortion (THD) is 9.99%.

Energies 2019, 12, 4266 13 of 26 

 

Grid voltage (line-to line rms) 220 V 
Grid frequency 50/60 Hz 

Switching frequency/Sampling frequency 10 KHz 

Figure 7a represents three-phase distorted grid voltages that were used for the simulations, 
which contain the harmonic components in the orders of 5th, 7th, 11th, and 13th with 5% magnitude of 
the fundamental grid voltage. Figure 7b shows the Fast Fourier transform (FFT) result of phase-a 
voltage and the total harmonic distortion (THD) is 9.99%. 

 
(a) 

 
(b) 

Figure 7. Distorted grid voltages: (a) Three-phase distorted grid voltages; (b) FFT result of phase-a 
voltage. 

The performance of the proposed current controller is evaluated in Figure 8, which shows the 
simulation result of three-phase grid-side currents at steady-state under the distorted grid condition 
in Figure 7. As can be observed, distorted harmonics from grid are well compensated, yielding 
relatively sinusoidal currents with the THD level of 3.68%. The FFT result for the grid-side phase-a 
current is also presented in Figure 8b, which proves that the harmonics of grid injected currents are 
much lower than the limits that are specified by the grid interconnection regulation IEEE Std. 1547 
[3].  

Figure 9 shows three-phase grid-side currents under the distorted grid when the current 
reference has a step change from 4 A to 7 A at 0.25 s. Obviously, the currents rapidly track new 
reference values without overshoot, which demonstrates the stable and desirable transient response 
of the proposed control algorithm. 

Figure 10 illustrates the frequency adaptive capability of the proposed grid voltage sensorless 
current control. Figure 10a shows grid voltages with harmonic distortions and the frequency 
variation from 60 Hz to 50 Hz at 0.6 s. It is clearly shown in Figure 10b that the grid phase currents 
encounter transient period lasting around 35 ms under the grid frequency jump before reaching 
steady-state. Such a temporary harmonic distortion in grid-side currents is caused by the mismatch 
between the estimated grid frequency information by the proposed frequency estimator and the 
actual one, as presented in Figure 10c. However, as soon as the frequency is accurately estimated, 
phase currents are rapidly recovered to sinusoidal waveforms. 

0.2 0.22 0.24 0.26 0.28 0.3
Time (s)

0
-100
-200

100
200
300 𝑑௔ 𝑑௕ 𝑑௖

Vo
lta

ge
 (V

) THD: 9.99%

0 200 400 600 800 1000
Frequency (Hz)

0

5

10

15

Vo
lta

ge
 (V

) THD: 9.99%5th 7th 11th 13th
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The performance of the proposed current controller is evaluated in Figure 8, which shows the
simulation result of three-phase grid-side currents at steady-state under the distorted grid condition in
Figure 7. As can be observed, distorted harmonics from grid are well compensated, yielding relatively
sinusoidal currents with the THD level of 3.68%. The FFT result for the grid-side phase-a current is
also presented in Figure 8b, which proves that the harmonics of grid injected currents are much lower
than the limits that are specified by the grid interconnection regulation IEEE Std. 1547 [3].

Figure 9 shows three-phase grid-side currents under the distorted grid when the current reference
has a step change from 4 A to 7 A at 0.25 s. Obviously, the currents rapidly track new reference values
without overshoot, which demonstrates the stable and desirable transient response of the proposed
control algorithm.

Figure 10 illustrates the frequency adaptive capability of the proposed grid voltage sensorless
current control. Figure 10a shows grid voltages with harmonic distortions and the frequency variation
from 60 Hz to 50 Hz at 0.6 s. It is clearly shown in Figure 10b that the grid phase currents encounter
transient period lasting around 35 ms under the grid frequency jump before reaching steady-state.
Such a temporary harmonic distortion in grid-side currents is caused by the mismatch between the
estimated grid frequency information by the proposed frequency estimator and the actual one, as
presented in Figure 10c. However, as soon as the frequency is accurately estimated, phase currents are
rapidly recovered to sinusoidal waveforms.Energies 2019, 12, 4266 14 of 26 
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Figure 8. Simulation results for steady-state responses under distorted grid voltage with the proposed
controller at 60 Hz: (a) Three-phase grid-side currents; (b) FFT result of phase-a current.
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Figure 9. Simulation result of the proposed controller for transient state response under distorted grid
voltage and step change in q-axis current reference at 0.25 s.
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Figure 10. Simulation results of the proposed scheme under grid frequency variation from 60 Hz to 50
Hz at 0.6 s: (a) Three-phase grid voltages; (b) Three-phase grid-side currents; and, (c) Estimated and
actual frequencies.

Figure 11 shows the estimating results of the proposed observers based on the gradient method
under the grid frequency variation at 0.6 s to validate the precise estimation performance for the grid
voltages, frequency, and phase angle with fast convergence properties. Figure 11a shows the measured
and estimated stationary grid voltages, and the estimated grid voltages converge to real values, even
under frequency variation without any severe transient response. Figure 11b shows the fundamental
components of estimated stationary grid voltages that are extracted from the proposed adaptive filter
in Figure 4. It is shown that the proposed adaptive filter takes less than one grid voltage cycle to
produce pure sinusoidal grid voltages. Figure 11c shows the comparison between the grid phase angle
determined from the extracted fundamental grid voltages by the proposed scheme, and the grid phase
angle determined from the measured grid voltages by a moving average filter PLL (MAF-PLL) [26].
As is shown, the proposed scheme takes the same time period with the conventional one that is based
on the voltage measurement. Finally, the performance of the grid frequency estimator is compared to
the method that is obtained from the MAF-PLL with the grid voltage measurements in Figure 11d.
Obviously, the proposed grid frequency estimator produces a better transient performance with shorter
settling time and zero overshoot when comparing to the MAF-PLL method.

Figure 10. Simulation results of the proposed scheme under grid frequency variation from 60 Hz to 50
Hz at 0.6 s: (a) Three-phase grid voltages; (b) Three-phase grid-side currents; and, (c) Estimated and
actual frequencies.

Figure 11 shows the estimating results of the proposed observers based on the gradient method
under the grid frequency variation at 0.6 s to validate the precise estimation performance for the grid
voltages, frequency, and phase angle with fast convergence properties. Figure 11a shows the measured
and estimated stationary grid voltages, and the estimated grid voltages converge to real values, even
under frequency variation without any severe transient response. Figure 11b shows the fundamental
components of estimated stationary grid voltages that are extracted from the proposed adaptive filter
in Figure 4. It is shown that the proposed adaptive filter takes less than one grid voltage cycle to
produce pure sinusoidal grid voltages. Figure 11c shows the comparison between the grid phase angle
determined from the extracted fundamental grid voltages by the proposed scheme, and the grid phase
angle determined from the measured grid voltages by a moving average filter PLL (MAF-PLL) [26].
As is shown, the proposed scheme takes the same time period with the conventional one that is based
on the voltage measurement. Finally, the performance of the grid frequency estimator is compared to
the method that is obtained from the MAF-PLL with the grid voltage measurements in Figure 11d.
Obviously, the proposed grid frequency estimator produces a better transient performance with shorter
settling time and zero overshoot when comparing to the MAF-PLL method.
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Figure 11. Simulation results of the proposed scheme under grid frequency variation from 60 Hz to
50 Hz at 0.6 s: (a) Measured and estimated stationary grid voltages; (b) Fundamental components of
estimated stationary grid voltages; (c) Comparison of grid phase angle estimation between the proposed
scheme and the moving average filter phase-locked loop (MAF-PLL) method; and, (d) Comparison of
grid frequency between the proposed scheme and the MAF-PLL method.

Figure 12 represents the performance of the discrete-time current-type observer under the condition
of distorted grid and frequency variation. The estimated system state variables that are the grid-side
currents, inverter-side currents, and capacitor voltages are well converged to the actual quantities, even
during oscillating transient periods due to frequency step change, as shown in Figure 12a, Figure 12b,
and Figure 12c, respectively. The zero steady-state estimation error of state variables is achieved, even
without the measured grid voltages, which confirms a reliable operation of both the discrete-time
current-type observer and the grid voltage observer.

Figure 11. Simulation results of the proposed scheme under grid frequency variation from 60 Hz to
50 Hz at 0.6 s: (a) Measured and estimated stationary grid voltages; (b) Fundamental components of
estimated stationary grid voltages; (c) Comparison of grid phase angle estimation between the proposed
scheme and the moving average filter phase-locked loop (MAF-PLL) method; and, (d) Comparison of
grid frequency between the proposed scheme and the MAF-PLL method.

Figure 12 represents the performance of the discrete-time current-type observer under the condition
of distorted grid and frequency variation. The estimated system state variables that are the grid-side
currents, inverter-side currents, and capacitor voltages are well converged to the actual quantities, even
during oscillating transient periods due to frequency step change, as shown in Figure 12a, Figure 12b,
and Figure 12c, respectively. The zero steady-state estimation error of state variables is achieved, even
without the measured grid voltages, which confirms a reliable operation of both the discrete-time
current-type observer and the grid voltage observer.
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Figure 12. Simulation results of the proposed scheme under grid frequency variation from 60 Hz to 50
Hz at 0.6 s. (a) Measured and estimated stationary grid-side currents; (b) Measured and estimated
stationary inverter-side currents; and, (c) Measured and estimated stationary capacitor voltages.

Figure 13 shows the performance of the proposed control scheme when the grid phase angle
rapidly jumps by −30◦, and the grid frequency is changed from 60 Hz to 50 Hz at 0.6 s with the
harmonic distortion in grid voltage. Figure 13a represents three-phase distorted grid voltages. Under
this severe transient condition, the grid voltages can be rapidly estimated with a high accuracy, as
shown in Figure 13b, by means of the gradient steepest descent method-based observer. The grid
phase currents are observed in Figure 13c. Though overshoot currents are shown at the transient
instant under this grid condition, the current peaks are well suppressed after 2 ms, and the sinusoidal
grid currents are quickly recovered only during 40 ms. The performance of the grid phase angle
and the grid frequency which are estimated by the proposed sensorless control scheme is compared
with ones that were extracted from the MAF-PLL with the measured voltages, as shown in Figures
13d and 13e, respectively. The estimated grid phase angle shows a good accordance with the value
acquired from the MAF-PLL after the transient time in Figure 13d. Noticeably, the estimated grid
frequency in Figure 13e shows a superior performance when comparing to the conventional MAF-PLL
approach. While the grid frequency attained from the MAF-PLL suffers a long transient period and
severe overshoots, the estimated grid frequency by the proposed scheme shows a smooth and fast
convergence to the actual value.
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to 50 Hz and phase jump −30◦ at 0.6 s. (a) Three-phase distorted grid voltages; (b) Measured and
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angle estimation between the proposed scheme and the MAF-PLL method; and, (e) Comparison of
grid frequency between the proposed scheme and the MAF-PLL method.
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and current controller, which can contribute to producing high-quality injected grid currents, even
under severe grid conditions without the grid voltage sensors.

Figure 13. Simulation results of the proposed scheme under grid frequency variation from 60 Hz
to 50 Hz and phase jump −30◦ at 0.6 s. (a) Three-phase distorted grid voltages; (b) Measured and
estimated stationary grid voltages; (c) Three-phase grid-side currents; (d) Comparison of grid phase
angle estimation between the proposed scheme and the MAF-PLL method; and, (e) Comparison of
grid frequency between the proposed scheme and the MAF-PLL method.
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As a result, these simulation results demonstrate a good performance of the proposed observer
and current controller, which can contribute to producing high-quality injected grid currents, even
under severe grid conditions without the grid voltage sensors.

5. Experimental Results

The feasibility of the proposed control scheme is validated by the experiment using a three-phase
2 kVA grid-connected inverter prototype. The overall system configuration and the experimental setup
are depicted in Figures 14 and 15, respectively, which comprise a three-phase LCL-filtered inverter
that is controlled by digital signal processor (DSP) TMS320F28335 (Texas Instruments, Inc, Dallas, TX,
USA) [29], a magnetic contactor for grid-connecting operation, an AC power source (PACIFIC 320-ASX,
PACIFIC Power Source, Inc, Irvine, CA, USA) for emulating three-phase grid voltages, and sensors for
measuring the currents and voltages. It should be noted that the grid voltage sensors are included
in system for comparison purpose only. The measured signals from sensors are processed via 12-bit
analog/digital (A/D) converters with resolution of current 18/211, before sending to the DSP. Also, for
visualizing the measured quantities as well as some internal variables in DSP, those signals are sent to
12-bit D/A converters, and then, measured by the oscilloscope. The system parameters listed in Table 1
are also used for the experiment prototype.
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and 13th order are significantly attenuated in the output currents, which successfully meets the 
requirements for the harmonic limits that are specified by IEEE Std. 1547-2003 [3]. 
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Figure 15. Experimental test setup.

Figure 16a shows distorted grid voltages that were used in the experiments, which contain the
same distorted harmonic levels as the grid condition used in the simulation in Figure 7a. The FFT
result of phase-a grid voltage clearly shows fundamental and distorted harmonic grid components at
5th, 7th, 11, and 13th orders.
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Figure 16. Distorted grid voltages used for experiments: (a) Three-phase distorted grid voltages;
(b) FFT result for phase-a grid voltage.

Figure 17a shows the experimental result for three-phase grid-side current waveforms at
steady-state with the proposed voltage sensorless current control scheme under the harmonically
distorted grid condition in Figure 16. It is observed that the grid injected currents are considerably
sinusoidal signals, which are immune to the harmonic distortion on grid voltages. As presented in the
FFT result for phase-a grid-side current that is shown in Figure 17b, the harmonic components at 5th,
7th, 11th, and 13th order are significantly attenuated in the output currents, which successfully meets
the requirements for the harmonic limits that are specified by IEEE Std. 1547-2003 [3].
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Figure 17. Experimental results of the proposed scheme at steady state: (a) Three-phase grid-side
currents; (b) FFT result for phase-a grid-side current.

Figure 18 shows a transient current response of the proposed control scheme under the step
change in q-axis current reference from 4 A to 6 A. The grid-side currents instantly track new reference
with negligible overshoot. Obviously, the experimental results in steady-state and transient responses
in Figures 17 and 18 show a good agreement with simulation results in Figures 8 and 9, respectively,
verifying a stable and reliable operation of the inverter system even without the grid voltage sensors.
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Figure 18. Experimental result for the proposed control scheme under step change in q-axis current
reference: Three-phase grid-side current responses.

The performance of the discrete-time current-type observer is validated through the experiment in
Figure 19 under the step change in q-axis current reference. Figure 19a–c clearly show that the estimated
quantities have good accordance with their measured quantities of grid-side currents, inverter-side
currents, and capacitor voltages, respectively. Even during the transient period, the current-type
observer demonstrates its stable operation, which facilitates a stable full-state feedback regulator.
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Figure 19. Experimental results for the estimating performance with the discrete-time full-state observer:
(a) Comparison of the measured and estimated stationary grid-side currents; (b) Comparison of the
measured and estimated phase-a inverter-side currents; and, (c) Comparison of the measured and
estimated phase-a capacitor voltage.

The same grid condition having the harmonic distortion and frequency variation is applied on
the grid-connected inverter prototype in the experiment to evaluate the frequency adaptive capability
of the proposed grid voltage sensorless control scheme. Figure 20 shows experimental results of
three-phase grid currents and estimated grid frequency under the frequency variations from 60 Hz to
50 Hz in Figure 20a, and from 50 Hz to 60 Hz in Figure 20b. It is clearly shown from these figures
that the proposed grid voltage sensorless current controller has a robustness against the distorted
harmonics and frequency variation. After the grid frequency instantly varies, output inverter currents
are recovered to sinusoidal waveforms within the transient time of around 37 ms. Even though the
grid-side currents contain uncompensated harmonic components due to the mismatch between the
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estimated and actual grid frequency only during transient periods, distorted harmonic currents are
rapidly diminished in phase currents, as the frequency is accurately estimated.
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frequency variations. (a) Grid frequency varies from 60 Hz to 50 Hz; (b) Grid frequency varies from 50
Hz to 60 Hz.

Figure 21 shows the experimental results of the measured and estimated α-axis grid voltages, and
the estimated grid frequency under grid frequency changes from 60 Hz to 50 Hz in Figure 21a, and from
50 Hz to 60 Hz in Figure 21b, respectively to prove the feasibility of the grid voltage observer based
on the adaptive gradient steepest descent method by the experiment. The experimental results also
show good agreement to the simulation result in Figure 11a. A fast convergence of the estimated grid
voltage to the actual one is visibly presented, even under a sudden grid frequency change. After short
transient time, the estimated grid voltage waveform is well overlaid on the measured value, which
demonstrates that the performance of the grid voltage observer is good enough to realize the proposed
grid voltage sensorless current control scheme.

The synchronization between the inverter and the main grid is essential for injecting the active
power into grid, especially in the grid voltage sensorless control scheme. In this paper, the grid
phase angle is obtained with the conventional PLL by using grid fundamental components that were
extracted from the proposed adaptive filter. Figure 22 shows the performance comparison of the
grid phase angle estimation between the proposed control scheme and the MAF-PLL method with
measured grid voltages under grid frequency variations from 60 Hz to 50 Hz in Figure 22a, and from
50 Hz to 60 Hz in Figure 22b, respectively. Under frequency variations, discrepancies in the phase
angles between the proposed scheme and the conventional MAF-PLL that is based on grid voltage
measurements are observed, lasting only one grid voltage cycle. However, those two signals are well
matched in steady-state periods as the grid frequency converges to real value. Moreover, the estimated
grid phase angles are not influenced by severe distorted harmonics from grid by means of the adaptive
grid fundamental component filter. The estimated grid frequencies are also presented with smooth
transient response during 35 ms, which consistently agrees with the simulation results in Figure 10c.
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Figure 22. Comparative results of the grid phase angle estimation between the proposed control scheme
and the MAF-PLL with measured grid voltages under grid frequency variations (a) Grid frequency
varies from 60 Hz to 50 Hz; and, (b) Grid frequency varies from 50 Hz to 60 Hz.

Figure 23 shows the comparative experimental results for the proposed grid frequency estimator
and the conventional MAF-PLL method with grid voltage measurements with the aim of comparing
the dynamic performance of the grid frequency estimation. Being additionally well matched with the
simulation result in Figure 11d, the proposed grid frequency estimator produces a better transient
performance with shorter settling time and zero overshoot as compared to the MAF-PLL method, even
without using voltage sensors.
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Finally, the proposed control scheme is experimentally tested under a severe grid condition, which
contains a grid phase angle jump of −30◦, and the grid frequency deviation of 10 Hz (from 60 Hz to 50
Hz) at the same time with harmonic distortions in grid voltages. Figure 24a shows the grid voltages
that are used in the experiment, which are exactly the same with the ones in Figure 13a. The estimating
performance of the grid voltage observer is evaluated under this condition, as presented in Figure 24b,
which shows good accordance between the estimated α-axis grid voltage and the measured quantity.
The grid phase currents of the proposed control scheme are presented in Figure 24c, in which high
current peaks are observed at the transient instant similar to the simulation result in Figure 13c.
However, these current peaks are suppressed fast and the sinusoidal currents are recovered as soon as
the estimated grid frequency well converges to the actual value. Figure 24d shows the comparison
between the estimated grid phase angle and the one extracted from the MAF-PLL with measured grid
voltages. The experimental comparison result also shows good agreement with the simulation result
in Figure 13d, in which the estimated grid phase angle converges to the measured value during 40 ms.
The superior performance of the grid frequency estimator in comparing to the conventional MAF-PLL
method is illustrated in Figure 24e. Due to sudden phase jump and large grid frequency variation, the
MAF-PLL scheme yields the transient response with long settling time and high overshoots, while
the proposed grid frequency estimator produces the exact grid frequency within around two grid
voltage cycles.
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Figure 24. Experimental results of the proposed scheme under grid frequency variation from 60 Hz
to 50 Hz and phase jump −30◦: (a) Three-phase distorted grid voltages; (b) Measured and estimated
α-axis grid voltage; (c) Three-phase grid-side currents; (d) Comparison of grid phase angle estimation
between the proposed scheme and the MAF-PLL method; and (e) Comparison of grid frequency
between the proposed scheme and the MAF-PLL method.

6. Conclusions

In this study, a frequency adaptive grid voltage sensorless current controller for a grid-connected
inverter with LCL filter has been presented to minimize needed sensing devices in the inverter system.
The proposed control scheme is achieved by a frequency adaptive current controller and multiple
observers, which not only ensure to inject high-quality currents into the main grid even under the
unfavorable grid environment, but also provide a reliable operation of grid-connected inverter even
without using the direct measurement of state variables and grid voltages. The gradient-method-based
observers, which estimate both the grid voltages and frequency, show their attractive properties
due to less computation for real time implementation, and the robustness under several severe grid
conditions. The stability of the estimators has been analyzed by the Lyapunov theory to determine
stable adaptation gain ranges in the observer design process.

The whole grid voltage sensorless control algorithm was evaluated by the simulations and
real-time experiments under adverse distorted grid with frequency and phase angle variations in order
to validate the feasibility and effectiveness of the proposed control scheme. Comprehensive simulation
and experimental results confirm a stable and reliable operation of the proposed grid voltage sensorless
control as well as the robustness against the negative effects from the grid even without the grid
voltage sensors. When compared to the conventional MAF-PLL approach, the proposed scheme
offers superior performance of grid frequency estimation in all of the test cases, i.e., a low variance of
estimated frequency in the steady-state, smooth frequency estimation in transient response when a
sudden frequency or phase angle change occurs.



Energies 2019, 12, 4266 26 of 27

Author Contributions: T.V.T., M.K., and K.-H.K. conceived the main concept of the control structure and developed
the entire system. T.V.T. carried out the research and analyzed the numerical data with the guidance from K.-H.K.
T.V.T., M.K., and K.-H.K. collaborated to prepare the manuscript.

Funding: This study was supported by the Research Program funded by the SeoulTech (Seoul National University
of Science and Technology).

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflict of interest.

References

1. Bull, S.R. Renewable energy today and tomorrow. Proc. IEEE 2001, 89, 1216–1226. [CrossRef]
2. Abu-Rub, H.; Malinowski, M.; Al-Haddad, K. Power Electronics for Renewable Energy Systems, Transportation

and Industrial Applications; John Wiley & Sons: Hoboken, NJ, USA, 2014.
3. IEEE Standards Board. IEEE Standard for Interconnecting Distributed Resources with Electric Power Systems;

IEEE Standard: Piscataway, NJ, USA, 2003; pp. 1547–2003.
4. Yagnik, U.P.; Solanki, M.D. Comparison of L, LC & LCL filter for grid connected converter. In Proceedings of

the 2017 International Conference Trends Electronics Informations (ICEI), Tirunelveli, India, 11–12 May 2017;
pp. 455–458.

5. Kim, H.; Sul, S.K. Compensation voltage control in dynamic voltage restorers by use of feed forward and
state feedback scheme. IEEE Trans. Power Electron. 2005, 20, 1169–1177. [CrossRef]

6. Lo Calzo, G.; Lidozzi, A.; Solero, L.; Crescimbini, F. LC filter design for on-grid and off-grid distributed
generating units. IEEE Trans. Ind. Appl. 2015, 51, 1639–1650. [CrossRef]

7. Guo, X.; Liu, W.; Zhang, X.; Sun, X.; Lu, Z.; Guerrero, J.M. Flexible control strategy for grid-connected inverter
under unbalanced grid faults without PLL. IEEE Trans. Power Electron. 2015, 30, 1773–1778. [CrossRef]

8. Komurcugil, H.; Altin, N.; Ozdemir, S.; Sefa, I. Lyapunov-function and proportional-resonant-based control
strategy for single-phase grid-connected VSI with LCL filter. IEEE Trans. Ind. Electron. 2016, 63, 2838–2849.
[CrossRef]

9. Pan, D.; Ruan, X.; Wang, X.; Yu, H.; Xing, Z. Analysis and design of current control schemes for LCL-type
grid-connected inverter based on a general mathematical model. IEEE Trans. Power Electron. 2017,
32, 4395–4410. [CrossRef]

10. Vieira, R.P.; Martins, L.T.; Massing, J.R.; Stefanello, M. Sliding mode controller in a multiloop framework for
a grid-connected VSI with LCL filter. IEEE Trans. Ind. Electron. 2018, 65, 4714–4723. [CrossRef]

11. Kukkola, J.; Hinkkanen, M.; Zenger, K. Observer-based state-space current controller for a grid converter
equipped with an LCL filter: Analytical method for direct discrete-time design. IEEE Trans. Ind. Appl. 2015,
51, 4079–4090. [CrossRef]

12. Tran, T.V.; Yoon, S.-J.; Kim, K.-H. An LQR-based controller design for an LCL-filtered grid-connected inverter
in discrete-time state-space under distorted grid environment. Energies 2018, 11, 2062. [CrossRef]

13. Roy Chowdhury, V.; Mukherjee, S.; Kimball, J. A voltage sensorless control of a three phase grid connected
inverter based on Lyapunov energy function under unbalanced grid voltage condition. In Proceedings of
the 2018 IEEE Energy Conversion Congress Exposition (ECCE), Portland, OR, USA, 23–27 September 2018;
pp. 4884–4888.

14. Wrona, G.; Malon, K. Sensorless operation of an active front end converter with LCL filter. In Proceedings of
the 2014 IEEE 23rd International Symposium on Industrial Electronics (ISIE), Istanbul, Turkey, 1–4 June 2014;
pp. 2697–2702.

15. Jung, E.; Kim, M.; Sul, S. Control scheme for source voltage sensorless PWM converters under source voltage
unbalance. In Proceedings of the 2011 14th European Conference on Power Electronics and Application,
Birmingham, UK, 30 August–1 September 2011; pp. 1–10.

16. Yang, H.; Zhang, Y.; Liang, J.; Gao, J.; Walker, P.D.; Zhang, N. Sliding-mode observer based voltage-sensorless
model predictive power control of PWM rectifier under unbalanced grid conditions. IEEE Trans. Ind. Electron.
2018, 65, 5550–5560. [CrossRef]

17. Jorge, S.G.; Solsona, J.A.; Busada, C.A. Control scheme for a single-phase grid-tied voltage source converter
with reduced number of sensors. IEEE Tran. Power Electron. 2014, 29, 3758–3765. [CrossRef]

18. Fantino, R.A.; Busada, C.A.; Solsona, J.A. Observer-based grid-voltage sensorless synchronization and
control of a VSI-LCL tied to an unbalanced grid. IEEE Tran. Ind. Electron. 2019, 66, 4972–4981. [CrossRef]

http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/5.940290
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/TPEL.2005.854052
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/TIA.2014.2345952
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/TPEL.2014.2344098
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/TIE.2015.2510984
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/TPEL.2016.2602219
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/TIE.2017.2772143
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/TIA.2015.2437839
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/en11082062
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/TIE.2017.2774730
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/TPEL.2013.2278493
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/TIE.2018.2868255


Energies 2019, 12, 4266 27 of 27

19. Mukherjee, S.; Chowdhury, V.R.; Shamsi, P.; Ferdowsi, M. Grid voltage estimation and current control of
a single-phase grid-connected converter without grid voltage sensor. IEEE Trans. Power Electron. 2018,
33, 4407–4418. [CrossRef]

20. Cirrincione, M.; Pucci, M.; Vitale, G.; Miraoui, A. Current harmonic compensation by a single-phase shunt
active power filter controlled by adaptive neural filtering. IEEE Trans. Ind. Electron. 2009, 56, 3128–3143.
[CrossRef]

21. Rahoui, A.; Bechouche, A.; Seddiki, H.; Abdeslam, D.O. Grid voltages estimation for three-phase PWM
rectifiers control without AC voltage sensors. IEEE Tran. Power Electron. 2018, 33, 859–875. [CrossRef]

22. Ahmed, K.H.; Massoud, A.M.; Finney, S.J.; Williams, B.W. Sensorless current control of three-phase
inverter-based distributed generation. IEEE Trans. Power Deliv. 2009, 24, 919–929. [CrossRef]

23. Gholami-Khesht, H.; Monfared, M. Novel grid voltage estimation by means of the Newton–Raphson
optimisation for three-phase grid connected voltage source converters. IET Power Electron. 2014, 7, 2945–2953.
[CrossRef]

24. Bimarta, R.; Tran, T.V.; Kim, K.-H. Frequency-adaptive current controller design based on LQR state feedback
control for a grid-connected inverter under distorted grid. Energies 2018, 11, 2674. [CrossRef]

25. Franklin, G.; Workman, M.; Powell, J. Digital Control of Dynamic Systems; Ellis-Kagle Press: Half Moon Bay,
CA, USA, 2006.

26. Yoon, S.J.; Kim, K.H. Multiloop current control for an inductive–capacitive–inductive-filtered grid-connected
inverter with frequency-adaptive capability under distorted grid environment. IET Power Electron. 2019,
12, 1521–1531. [CrossRef]

27. Phillips, C.L.; Nagle, H.T. Digital Control System Analysis and Design, 3rd ed.; Prentice Hall: Englewood Cliffs,
NJ, USA, 1995.

28. Mohamed, Y.A.I.; El-Saadany, E.F. A robust natural-frame-based interfacing scheme for grid-connected
distributed generation inverters. IEEE Trans. Energy Convers. 2011, 26, 728–736. [CrossRef]

29. Texas Instrument. TMS320F28335 Digital Signal Controller (DSC)—Data Manual; Texas Instrument: Dallas,
TX, USA, 2008.

© 2019 by the authors. Licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland. This article is an open access
article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution
(CC BY) license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/TPEL.2017.2716832
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/TIE.2009.2022070
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/TPEL.2017.2669146
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/TPWRD.2009.2014488
http://dx.doi.org/10.1049/iet-pel.2014.0061
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/en11102674
http://dx.doi.org/10.1049/iet-pel.2018.6259
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/TEC.2011.2141135
http://creativecommons.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

	Introduction 
	System Description 
	Proposed Frequency Adaptive Current Control Scheme Without Voltage Sensors 
	Frequency Adaptive Current Controller 
	Discrete-Time Current-Type Full State Observer 
	Adaptive Gradient Steepest Descent Method for Grid Voltage Estimation 
	Adaptive Filter to Extract the Grid Fundamental Component 
	Grid Frequency Estimation Based on an Adaptive Least-Mean-Square Algorithm 

	Simulation Results 
	Experimental Results 
	Conclusions 
	References

