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Abstract: The paper presents an unconventional approach to control the hybrid excited synchronous
machine (HESM), which can be used for drives of pure electric vehicles. The hybrid excitation of the
additional control coil placed on the rotor of the machine has been realized by the wireless energy
transfer system connected with the rotor shaft. Experimental results of back-EMF characteristics
obtained on a prototype of HESM were compared with 3-dimentional finite elements analysis
(3D-FEA) predictions. This design, despite some additional complications in the power supply system
of the machine, simplifies the mechanical construction and reduces the control coil’s losses compared
to the construction with the coil placed on the stator.

Keywords: permanent magnet machines; wireless power transmission; electric vehicles; finite
element methods; variable speed drives

1. Introduction

Generally, the air gap flux controlling in a permanent magnet machine can be realized in two ways:
By the appropriate control system or by the relevant changes of the machine design. Conventional
permanent magnet (PM) machines have a constant, non-adjustable excitation flux, which limits
the power, thus becoming an important limitation. In the case of U/f = const. control strategy
implementation, due to the limited power of the supply voltage and limited dielectric strength of
winding insulation, to achieve higher speeds it is required to weaken the excitation flux, in order to
reduce the back-EMF value. A very popular method of field weakening is realized by adjusting the
current in the d-axis of the machine. This strategy, however, generates increased losses in the supply
system and creates the risk of permanent magnets demagnetization, and consequently decreases the
resultant torque of the machine.

Conventional permanent magnet excited synchronous machines (PMSM), used as a drive in
modern electric vehicles, suffer from the limited battery voltage in high-speed regions because of
high back-EMF values. The field weakening (which is obligatory) requires design of machines with
lower power conversion characteristics. This caused the development of hybrid excited synchronous
machines [1–16]. These machines have PM excitation and an additional toroidal excitation coil fixed
on the stator or mounted in the rotor in the machine axial center. By the proper powering of this coil,
the amplitude of the induced voltage can be effectively controlled in the range from zero to values
above those of classical permanent magnet machines. The hybrid excited synchronous machines have
already been designed, optimized and measured very intensively [6–9].

For the reason mentioned above, in this paper an unconventional approach to control the hybrid
excited synchronous machine (HESM), which can be used for the drives of electric vehicles, has been
proposed. This solution consists of the hybrid excitation, which is characterized by the fact that the
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additional control coil is placed on the machine rotor and the power supply is implemented using the
wireless energy transfer system connected with the rotor shaft.

2. Review of PM Machines with Adjustable Flux Excitation

To realize the controlling of the excitation field (back-EMF) of the machine with PMs, different
methods that require structural changes have been used. Regarding to reluctance machines the
construction with two parts of salient permanent magnets (double salient permanent magnet—DSPM)
was proposed. DSPM machines are realized with internal (Figure 1) and external rotor structures [10,11],
wherein the solution of the outer rotor, as shown in Figure 2, has no additional control coil.
The advantage of these machines is a lower production cost caused by small amounts of
permanent magnets.
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The other design of cylindrical machines with permanent magnets is one with a movable rotor,
which—at higher speeds—moves in the axial direction, leaving its part outside of the stator [12]. Such a
solution leads very effectively to the reduction of back-EMF, but its disadvantage is a complicated
structure and the lack of possibility to increase the excitation flux, useful at low speed operation range.

In the literature can also be found designs with a double rotor. In this solution there is one
shaft, which is common to two different rotor topologies: A conventional PM rotor and laminated
reluctance rotor without magnets. This conception allows to obtain a machine which has a high ratio
of inductances Ld/Lq [13].

Many designs are described in paper [14], where the authors present solutions of hybrid excited
machines for both cylindrical and disk-type machines. Similar characteristics can be obtained with
suitably located magnetic barriers [15]. In the literature are also known designs of claw pole [16,17]
(Figure 3) and disc-type machines with adjustable excitation flux [18].

Hybrid excited Vernier machines are a large group of machines with adjustable excitation flux. In a
previous paper [19], structures with magnets mounted on the surface and using magnetic concentrators
were presented. Whereas, [20] presents a Vernier permanent magnet machine that uses homopolar
topology. The authors of [21] presented research of the machine, whose rotor consists of two parts:
One has permanent magnets, and the other electromagnets analogous to that of the wound field
synchronous machines.
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Another solution is presented in [22]. The paper shows simulation and experimental research of
hybrid excited flux-switching PM machines with iron flux bridges. Research on a similar construction is
in [23]. Furthermore, in [24] an influence of stator and rotor pole combinations on machine parameters
were theoretically and experimentally tested.

A very wide review of hybrid-excited machines together with theoretical and experimental
research was presented in [25]. The authors searched for the optimal construction of an electric machine
for use in an electric vehicle.

3. Hybrid Excited Synchronous Machine Design

Control systems of hybrid excited synchronous machines differ from those of conventional
permanent magnet excited synchronous machines (PMSM). They have the ability to adjust the
excitation flux by using an additional control coil [6–8]. This feature gives the possibility of the
dynamic flux control that provides an additional degree of freedom of the machine control. The hybrid
excitation source increases the efficiency of the drive system in a wide range of load torques and
speeds. All advantages of using the hybrid excitation can be obtained by the proper design, both of the
machine and the control system.

In previous designs of hybrid-excited synchronous machines the additional excitation coil was
placed on the stator. In this paper, a new design of the coil location on the machine rotor is presented.
Usually, in order to supply the windings placed on the rotor, it is necessary to use brushes and slip
rings. Alternatively to this, contactless energy transfer (CET) systems can be used [8].

Figure 4 shows construction details of the hybrid excited synchronous machine and in Table 1
the main data are listed. Supply coils used for the wireless power transfer have been designed and
initially optimized. They are connected with the housing of the hybrid excited synchronous machine.

Table 1. The main data of the machine.

Name Value Unit

Stator inner diameter 164 mm
Stator axial length 40, 50, 40 mm
Number of slots 36 -

Number of turns in slot 2 × 6 -
Rotor outer diameter 163 mm

Rotor axial length 40, 50, 40 mm
Number of poles 12 -

PM type NdFeB -
PM Br 1.2 T
PM µr 1.05 -

Air gap 0.5 mm
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4. FEA Results of Field Control Predictions of HESM

In order to predict the field control (FC) characteristics, three dimensional finite element analysis
(3D-FEA) studies have been carried out under no-load armature windings conditions. Figure 5 shows
the magnetic flux distribution within a 3D-FEA model of an HES machine obtained at no-load of the
rotor DC control coil. To analyze a field control range (FCR) factor, as a ratio of a field strengthening
(FS) operation gained by positive value of the rotor DC control coil current (IDC), to a field weakening
(FW) operation obtained at negative value of IDC, three different magnetomotive forces of the rotor DC
control coil in the range from −1000 to 1000 Ampere-turns, it means at IDC = 0 and IDC = ±1.0 A have
been analyzed. The resistance of the rotor DC control coil is 19 Ω and the inductance is about 400 mH.
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Figure 6 shows the phase back-EMF waveforms simulated at the rotor constant speed of 1000 rpm
by three operating conditions. These results show that FCR up to 4:1 can be effectively obtained with a
small rotor DC control coil having power losses of max. 20 W.
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5. Mathematical Model of HESM

Defining the adequate mathematical machine model is necessary to develop a control strategy in
both steady state and in transient modes. This model is also indispensable to realize a new proposition
of the machine power supply system control in a fault mode of operation, and also in the field
weakening and strengthening ranges. This model has been developed under typical assumptions:
armature windings are symmetric, windings inductance and resistance are constant, permanent
magnets flux is also constant, and magnetic flux density higher harmonics are neglected. Finally, the d-
and q-axis voltages and the electromagnetic torque of hybrid-excited machines can be written as:

Ud = RId +
dψd

dt
− pΩmψq, (1)

Uq = RIq +
dψq

dt
+ pΩmψd, (2)

Te =
3
2

p
(
Iqψd − Idψq

)
=

3
2
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Tsync︷︸︸︷
ψpmIq +

TDC︷      ︸︸      ︷
MDCIDCIq +

Trel︷          ︸︸          ︷(
Ld − Lq
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IdIq

 (3)

where p—number of pair poles; Ψd, Ψq—d- and q-axis magnetic fluxes; Ψpm—flux generated by PMs;
Id, Iq—d- and q-axis stator currents; Ld, Lq—d- and q-axis inductances; MDC—mutual inductance of the
additional coil; IDC—current in the additional coil.

Equation (3) shows the possibility of forming a specified electromagnetic torque at different values
of the individual components of the stator current (Id, Iq) and additional coil current IDC.

Due to the additional degree of freedom in the form of resultant flux control by the coil current, it is
possible to generate a specific electromagnetic torque at different values of stator current components
Id and Iq. If high torque is desired, it is preferred to increase the excitation flux of the machine, thus it
is possible to reduce the stator current. In the high rotational speeds, due to the induced high voltage,
the proper power supply of the machine requires the weakening of the excitation flux. Reducing the
flux can also affect the reduction of losses in the machine magnetic circuit. Appropriately controlling
the auxiliary winding of the hybrid machine can finally increase its efficiency [7].

6. Supply and Control System of HESM

The power supply of the control coil on the rotor use the classical system of slip rings and
brushes or a rotary transformer. Due to the reliability, quiet operation and low maintenance, the use of
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contactless energy transfer is best. Many design variants of this solution have already been analyzed
in [26,27].

The analyzed machine uses a transformer whose winding is formed by a double-sided printed
circuit board (PCB) with 70 µm copper thickness. This allowed the simplification of the structure and
reduces the width. On both parts of the secondary and primary plates, ferrite sheets were used as
the path of the magnetic flux (Wurth Electronic®WE-FSFS flexible ferrite sheet, number 344003) [28].
Air gap between TX and RX-coil is about 1.2 mm. Constructional details are shown in Figure 7 and
PCBs coils are shown in Figure 8. The control algorithm takes into account the mathematical model of
the HESM (1)–(3).
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In order to enable the change of direction of the coil current in the rotor, a DC/DC controller
of IDC and the control circuit were located on the secondary side of the rotary transformer (rotating
part). The required values of the current are transmitted from the master control system by using
radio transmitter and receiver (2.4 GHz integrated radio module). The transmitting coil is supplied
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with a voltage inverter having an operating frequency of 100 kHz. Wireless energy transfer to the
secondary coil was investigated for series-series resonant operation using two resonant capacitors
without additional compensation circuits [29]. Operating frequency of coil’s current controller was
10 kHz. A block diagram of the control coils power system is shown in Figure 9.
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For the research, simulation models were made using the PLECS®software (Figure 10) in order
to examine properties of novel contactless energy transfer systems. In order to test the transient and
averaged voltages and currents, time domain analyses have been conducted. These analyses were also
led in order to examine the thermal stress of the semiconductor. This numerical model was divided
into four subsystems:

• High frequency inverter for transformer supply
• Rotary transformer model
• Secondary part: Rectifier and digital PI regulator based current controller
• Rotor control coil
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7. Experimental Setup and Validation

To verify the presented control strategy and the FCR of the prototype, an experimental setup for
the proposed HESM as a generator was established. It was mechanically connected to a high-speed
induction machine (Figure 11).

Secondly, the rotating part (rectifier, control system, radio receiver and IDC current controller)
of the wireless energy transfer system was implemented as a flexible PCB (Figure 12) fixed to a
plastic support.
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The main construction elements of the secondary supply system include IPD082N10N3 Mosfet
power transistors for the IDC current controller and a IDD04SG60C SiC Schottky diode for the rectifier.
As a control and central processing unit the TMS320F28027 (Piccolo family) by Texas Instruments has
been used. The excitation system was a full bridge converter (Mosfets CSD88599Q5DC), also controlled
by the TMS320F28027 processor.

In order to verify the basic properties of proposed wireless power transfer system configuration,
the experimental test stand was built. Basic waveforms obtained from simulations and measurements
(output voltage and current from excitation inverter) confirm correct resonant operation of the supply
system (Figure 13). Additionally, in Figure 14, measured efficiency and power losses of the wireless
rotor power supply system are shown.

In Table 2 and Figure 15 are depicted RMS values of back-EMF at 1000 rpm rotor speed for the
three operating conditions obtained experimentally and during 3D-FEA analysis.

Table 2. Comparison of 3D-FEA predictions and experimental results of no-load back-emf (RMS).

Operation 3D-FEA Experiment

FS at IDC = 1.0 A 37.5 V 40.0 V
No-load 23.8 V 24.0 V

FW at IDC = −1.0 A 10.5 V 10.1 V
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8. Conclusions 

By controlling the auxiliary rotor coil current and the stator current, it is possible to use the 
specific features of hybrid machines in the whole range of resulting torques and speeds. Application 
of the rotary transformer complicates the supply system, however as shown by simulation studies, 
the value of power delivered to the additional coil placed on the rotor is big enough in order to 
influence the main flux of the machine. The paper also presents results of experimental tests that 
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8. Conclusions

By controlling the auxiliary rotor coil current and the stator current, it is possible to use the specific
features of hybrid machines in the whole range of resulting torques and speeds. Application of the
rotary transformer complicates the supply system, however as shown by simulation studies, the value
of power delivered to the additional coil placed on the rotor is big enough in order to influence the main
flux of the machine. The paper also presents results of experimental tests that confirmed the efficiency
of power supply and control of the excitation current using the novel wireless system. The further
improvement of the efficiency of energy transfer requires additional optimization of the whole rotor
coil supply system, which will be the subject of future research.
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