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Abstract: This paper is an attempt to examine regime switches in the empirical relation between
return dynamics and implied volatility in energy markets. The time-varying properties of the return-
generating process are defined as a function of several risk factors, including oil market volatility
and changes in stock prices and currency rates. The empirical evidence is based on Markov-regime
switching models, which have the capacity to capture, in particular, the stochastic behavior of the
OVX oil volatility index as a benchmark for investors’ fear. The results suggest that the dynamics of
oil market returns are governed by two distinct regimes, a state driven by a negative relationship
between returns and implied volatility and another state characterized by a more pronounced
negative correlation. It is the latter regime with a stronger correlation that tends to prevail over the
sample period from 2008 to 2021, but the frequency of regime shifts also seems to increase under more
volatile oil price dynamics in association with significant events such as the COVID-19 pandemic.
Thus, the evidence of a negative correlation structure is found to be robust to changes in the estimation
period, which suggests that the oil volatility index remains a reliable gauge of market sentiment in
the energy markets.

Keywords: energy market volatility; oil price dynamics; fear index; Markov-regime switching models

1. Introduction

The dynamics of energy markets have a strong bearing not only on various aspects
of social life but also on economic activities, monetary policies, and investment decisions.
Price signals from the crude oil market, in particular, have significant effects on the behavior
of inflation expectations and, in turn, institutional investors and policymakers. It may also
be argued that the price dynamics are reflective of the aggregate impact of megatrends,
including demographic and social changes, technological innovation, natural resources,
financial globalization, rapid urbanization, and shifts in economic power, inter alia. It is
not clear how this complex web of underlying forces may affect the energy markets and,
for instance, their essential linkage with the equity and currency markets. The existence
of latent variables has the potential to create non-linear relationships that may not be
easily reflected by linear regression models. Thus, shifts in the relationship between price
variations in energy markets and equity returns, as well as currency changes between
different states of the latent variables, may be better captured by Markov-regime switching
models. It is the principal objective of the present study to examine the inter-market linkages
as well the inner dynamics of the risk-return tradeoff relationship in oil futures markets.

Conventional wisdom suggests that market perceptions of increased economic uncer-
tainty are likely to be accompanied by lower asset valuation and expectations of higher
volatility and increasing volatility. The negative relation between returns and changes in
volatility expectations in equity markets is usually assessed using model-free volatility
benchmarks such as the Chicago Board Options Exchange’s VIX index, which is regarded
as a gauge of investors’ fear. The fear factor dynamics, measured by changes in the OVX
volatility index, may constitute a significant determinant of shifts in the risk-return trade-
off in oil futures markets. The OVX volatility index is derived from the option prices
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of Exchange Traded Funds that are linked to spot WTI prices and provides a forward-
looking measure of market volatility in terms of future oil price fluctuations. The focus
on the risk-return dynamics of WTI markets is justified by the crucial role that energy
markets play in the real economy and their intrinsic relationship with financial markets.
Indeed, unlike financial markets, commodity markets, including crude oil futures, have a
tendency to exhibit price seasonality, reflecting shifting risks associated with oil produc-
tion and consumption due to changes in supply and demand functions, in addition to
geopolitical risks.

Thus, a better understanding of the dynamics of oil futures returns may shed light
on the significance of market sentiment and investors’ fear on the linkage between the
real economy and financial economy, and particularly on the impact of the compounded
healthcare and economic crises. Indeed, the COVID-19 pandemic was characterized by
expectations of heightened economic uncertainty and sharp falls in WTI futures, with
negative pricing reflecting the effects of economic lockdowns in terms of the underutiliza-
tion of production factors and disruptions to supply chains. The econometric approach
is based on Markov-regime switching models, which have the capacity to capture abrupt
changes in the correlation structure and the propensity of oil markets as well as financial
markets to behave differently during periods of lower and higher economic uncertainty.
Thus, Markov-regime switching models can indeed be useful in better understanding the
shifting behavior of energy markets and anticipating changes in the correlation structure in
response to significant events.

To the best of the author’s knowledge, this paper provides new evidence about
the prevalence of a Markov regime of stronger negative correlation under more volatile
markets. The empirical results suggest that futures returns are governed by two latent
states exhibiting significant negative correlations between WTI futures returns and OVX
daily changes. The new evidence indicates that regime shifts are more likely to occur in
association with market expectations of increasing volatility and diminishing oil returns.
Futures returns during periods of increased uncertainty tend to be governed by abrupt
switches between regimes of weaker and stronger negative correlations with OVX, reflecting
changing levels of investors’ fear. In addition, the new evidence suggests that economic
lockdowns in response to disease outbreaks have the potential to increase the likelihood of
Markov regimes with a more pronounced negative correlation between oil futures returns
and changes in volatility expectations. In contrast, periods of financial instability, such as
the U.S. credit crisis, have the potential to weaken or impair the inherent relationship of
oil futures returns with volatility expectations and instead strengthen the linkages with
currency fluctuations and equity valuation.

The remainder of the paper is organized as follows. Section 2 provides a brief review
of the literature related to the VIX model-free volatility index and the empirical evidence
about its correlation to equity returns. Another strand of the literature is related to the
OVX volatility-return inner dynamics of the WTI futures market, as well as its correlation
with other asset markets. Section 3 describes the Markov-Regime Switching modeling
of WTI return dynamics. Section 4 presents the sample data, including WTI futures, the
oil volatility index, S&P 500 stock price index, and the U.S. dollar index. It describes the
distributional properties and discusses the estimation results of Markov-regime switching
models for the full sample period. The empirical evidence is also inclusive of robustness
tests required to examine the stability of the correlation structure over time. The final
section concludes the paper.

2. Literature Review

The model-free methodology underlying the calculation of the VIX volatility index by
the Chicago Board Options Exchange (CBOE) is shared by many other volatility indices,
including the OVX index for crude oil futures markets. The volatility index provides
a forward-looking measure of market sentiment in terms of expectations about future
levels of price volatility. The VIX index reflects the volatility implicit in a hypothetical
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option on the S&P 500 index, assuming a constant time to expiration of thirty days. This
volatility index is also widely regarded as a measure of investors’ fear because of its negative
correlation with returns. There is a strong tendency for the anticipated level of volatility
to increase under bearish markets and decrease under bullish markets. Theoretically, the
sensitivity of volatility expectations to fluctuations in the price of the underlying asset is an
intrinsic feature of option pricing. Thus, perceptions of increasing economic uncertainty by
options market participation are bound to be accompanied by lower asset valuations and
expectations of higher volatility in the underlying asset market. This proposition about the
return-volatility dynamics is expected to apply with equal force in options and underlying
markets, independent of the nature of assets, including equities and commodities.

Earlier studies by Fleming et al. (1995), and Connolly et al. (2005), among others,
provided evidence of a strong negative correlation between the VIX index and stock market
returns.1 Sarwar (2012) presented further evidence of this empirical relationship based on
contemporaneous variables and suggested that a decline in equity prices is conducive to
market perceptions of increased uncertainty and, in turn, higher volatility expectations.
The original work by Whaley (2000, 2009), and more recent studies by Smales (2022),
among others, indicate that the VIX functions as a fear index for market investors. The
development of comparable volatility indices for other markets, such as the VXJ index
from the Nikkei 225 option prices by Nishina et al. (2006) for the Japanese markets and
from the Kospi 200 options for the Korean markets by Maghrebi et al. (2007) provided
additional evidence about the usefulness of the model-free implied volatility index a gauge
of investors’ fear and market sentiment. An alternative version of model-free volatility is
proposed by Fukasawa et al. (2011) based on the approximation of the expected quadratic
variations of asset prices in relation to options prices.2

Part of the empirical literature also focuses on the stochastic behavior of volatility
indices in relation to asset bubbles, financial crises, and macroeconomic shocks. For instance,
some empirical evidence is provided by Szado (2009), Nishina et al. (2012), Maghrebi et al.
(2014), and Baiardi et al. (2020), among others, with respect to credit crises and financial
instability. Earlier evidence from Giot (2003) and Maghrebi et al. (2007) sheds light on
regime switches in relation to the Asian currency crisis. More recent studies by Just and
Echaust (2020) and Grima et al. (2021) provide evidence about the behavior of volatility
expectations in association with the COVID-19 disease outbreak. Thus, many empirical
studies of the non-linear dynamics of volatility expectations in equity options markets are
based on Hamilton’s modeling of Markov-regime switches.

Another strand of the literature focuses on the relevance of commodity markets,
including crude oil, in explaining the behavior of returns in equity, bond, and foreign
exchange markets.3 Part of the reason for the focus of empirical analysis on energy markets
lies in the need to examine the effectiveness of including commodity markets for portfolio
risk diversification purposes. In this context, the study by Beckmann et al. (2020) examines
the relationship between WTI futures and exchange rates which reflects the extent of
international trade. Given their importance for the real economy and relationship with
financial markets, crude oil markets are the subject of a growing literature aimed at better
understanding the price and volatility dynamics. The OVX volatility benchmark is an index
calculated based on the CBOE’s VIX methodology, but it is rather derived from the option
prices of Exchange Traded Funds (ETFs) that are intrinsically linked to WTI option prices.
Thus, in a sense, the OVX index is an aggregation of volatility expectations by participants
in the ETFs rather than crude oil markets.

Crude oil markets are intrinsically different from equity markets. Commodity prices
exhibit seasonality and are strongly sensitive to economic activities, with risks associated
with the production and consumption functions. Crude oil is traded as a real asset, and
market prices are sensitive to a delicate balance between supply and demand, which
is influenced by geopolitical risks, among others. The literature includes many studies,
including Pindyck (2001), Hamilton (2008), and Gong and Xu (2022), among others, that
consider the dynamics and determinants of commodity markets as well as the impact of
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geopolitical risk. It is also noted that market participants tend to trade crude oil not just to
facilitate economic activities but for speculative purposes as well. Thus, it is important to
understand the nature of crude oil markets and their stochastic behavior under different
levels of economic uncertainty.

There is a rich body of literature on the nature of commodity exchanges and their
relationship with financial markets. The empirical evidence from Dupoyet and Shank (2018)
suggests that changes in the OVX index are positively related to stock market returns in
the manufacturing, energy, and utilities sectors and negatively related to those in durable
consumer goods and wholesale trade sectors. Earlier evidence from Bodie and Rosansky
(1980) suggests that it is possible to make recourse to alternative investments to hedge risk
in financial markets by focusing on the nature of commodities. More recent studies by Tang
and Xiong (2012), Silvennoinen and Thorp (2013), and Cheng and Xiong (2014) provide
evidence about a process of financialization of commodity markets reflecting the prevailing
structures of stock markets. The impact of financialization on commodity markets is
shown by Goldstein and Yang (2022) to be linked with the real economy. It is important
to understand also the impact of energy price fluctuations on the real economy and the
behavior of financial markets and institutions. As noted in Dutta (2017), the observed levels
of oil market volatility are significantly higher than price fluctuations in stock markets.
Additionally, the Federal Reserve Board (2022) argues that the volatility in commodity
markets, including energy resources and food, may pose significant risks to the stability of
the financial system. A heightened systemic risk is reflective of the sensitivity of the real
economy to unexpected variations in energy and commodity markets.

Other earlier studies by Bodie and Rosansky (1980), Cheung and Miu (2010), and Jensen
et al. (2000), among others, examined the effectiveness of risk diversification based on commodi-
ties markets. Additionally, Gorton and Rouwenhorst (2006) provide evidence that the returns on
commodity futures tend to be negatively correlated with stock market returns and bond returns
and that commodity futures are positively correlated with inflation as well as unanticipated
inflation and changes in expected inflation. Given these stylized facts about commodity futures,
further research has shed more light on the correlation structure between commodities and
other asset markets over different time periods. For instance, Lombardi and Ravazzolo (2013)
developed a Bayesian Dynamic Conditional Correlation model that can account for time-varying
correlation patterns between commodity and equity returns and show that it is possible to
obtain more accurate density forecasts. Furthermore, Baumeister and Kilian (2012, 2015) on oil
price forecasting. There is also a growing field of literature using Machine Learning and deep
learning in an attempt to obtain more accurate forecasts. The crucial importance of crude oil
markets and their linkages with alternative markets is manifest in several empirical studies,
including the work by Ferraro et al. (2015), who examine the potential to predict exchange rates
from crude oil prices.

Accordingly, there is a growing body of literature on the return dynamics of WTI
futures and their relationship with volatility expectations and other risk factors, including
fluctuations in stock prices and exchange rates. For instance, Aboura and Chevallier (2013)
found a positive correlation, or inverse leverage effects, between changes in OVX levels and
oil prices in association with the onset of the U.S. credit crisis. The evidence suggests that
the positive relationship may be reflective of consumers’ fear of higher oil prices, which
stands in sharp contrast with the nature of fear in equity markets about downside price
movements. The empirical study by Chen et al. (2015) suggests, however, that WTI futures
returns and OVX daily changes are negatively correlated over a sample period, partly
overlapping with that of the study by Aboura and Chevallier (2013). Further empirical
studies by Liu et al. (2017) and Dupoyet and Shank (2018) present similar evidence of
negative correlation or asymmetric dependence based on mixed copula and GJR-GARCH
models, respectively. The latter study also suggests that volatility expectations measured by
the OVX index have a greater influence on financial markets than oil prices themselves and
that both oil volatility and prices are significantly related to corporate bond credit spreads.
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Thus, given the mixed evidence on the dynamics of risk-return tradeoff and the
growing literature on the proposition that oil volatility expectations are also contingent
on returns in foreign exchange and financial markets, it is important to explore the non-
linear dynamics of the WTI futures returns and OVX index over more recent periods,
including the long-term effects of financial crises and disease outbreaks. The present
study uses Markov-regime switching models, which have the capacity to capture abrupt
changes in the correlation structure and the propensity of oil markets, as well as financial
markets, to behave differently during periods of lower and higher economic uncertainty. Of
particular interest is the market behavior during the COVID-19 pandemic, with heightened
volatility expectations and negative pricing of WTI futures, which are reflective of the
effects of economic lockdowns in terms of the underutilization of production factors and
disruptions to supply chains. Modeling the return dynamics of oil futures with Markov-
regime switching models can be useful in better understanding the stochastic behavior
of energy markets, which are different in nature from financial markets but may exhibit
similar regime shifts in response to significant events.

3. Markov-Regime Switching Modeling of Return Dynamics in Oil Futures Markets

The empirical analysis of the return dynamics of crude oil futures is based on the
Markov-regime switching model proposed by Hamilton (1989). Futures returns yWTI,t can
be simply expressed with a first-order autoregression

yWTI,t = ωst + αst yWTI,t−1 + εt (1)

where the disturbance terms are white noise distributed with εt ∼ i.i.d.N
(
0, σ2). The drift

term ωst and auto-regressive coefficient αst are assumed to depend on the state st prevailing
at time t. This allows for the intercept value, for instance, to change from ω1 to ω2 with an
imperfectly predictable change in the average level of the return series yWTI,t from one state
to another at time t. Similarly, the auto-regressive term αst , which reflects the degree of
mean reversion or long memory, is allowed to adapt to changes in the stochastic structure
of the return series.

Following the empirical study by Sarwar (2012) focusing on the dynamics of the S&P
500 returns as a function of contemporaneous changes in the VIX index, respectively, it is
possible to express the stochastic properties of oil futures returns yWTI,t in Equation (1) as
a function of changes in the OVX index yOVX,t as well. Additionally, given the empirical
evidence based on Markov-regime switching models estimated by Baiardi et al. (2020) that
S&P 500 returns are likely to be negatively related to oil futures returns, it is important to
account for the linkage between oil futures and equity prices. Finally, there is a need to
also examine the impact of exchange rate fluctuations given the fact that WTI futures are
denominated in U.S. dollars and in light of evidence from Beckmann et al. (2020) that oil
futures are sensitive to currency fluctuations.

Thus, it is possible to describe the dynamics of oil futures returns yWTI,t as a function
of the inner autoregressive terms, changes in the OVX index as a measure of investors’
fear in oil markets yOVX,t, as well as returns in currency and equity markets, expressed by
U.S. dollar index returns yUSD,t, and S&P 500 returns ySPX,t, according to the following
empirical model.

yWTI,t = ωst + αst yWTI,t−1 + βst yOVX,t + γst yUSD,t + δst ySPX,t + εt (2)

This model Equation (2) implies that at a given moment, the behavior of returns does
not correlate solely with its value a moment before, yWTI,t−1, but also with contempo-
raneous changes in the OVX volatility index yOVX,t, as well as returns on the US dollar
index yUSD,t, and S&P 500 index ySPX,t. As with the drift and auto-regressive parameters
in Equation (1), the regression coefficients βst , γst , and δst are assumed to depend on the
state st prevailing at time t. As expressed in Equation (3), the regimes are assumed to
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follow a first-order Markov chain in which the current state st depends solely on the state
st prevailing one period before.

Pr(st = j|st−1 = i, st−2 = k, · · · , yWTI,t−1, yWTI,t−2, · · · ) = Pr(st = j|st−1 = i) = pij (3)

The state st governing the return dynamics is a random variable that is not observed
directly but can be inferred from the observed behavior of returns. Equation (3) assumes
that the probability of regime prevalence or regime shift pij depends on past observations
only through the most recent state, st−1. It is possible to examine the Markov-regime
switches with n-states (n = 2) for the sake of easier exposition. The model Equation (2)
is available to estimate a number of unobserved states ranging from n = 2, . . . , 5 for a
full sample period, as well as the three subperiods A, B, and C. It is noted that assuming
that there is a two-state factor in the inner dynamics of WTI returns reflecting the markets’
uncertainty, which is associated with a regime of lower volatility and a regime of higher
volatility, empirical modeling sets up a two-state Markov chain to examine whether there is
a difference in the correlation between WTI and OVX in each regime based on an economic
perspective in this paper. The matrix form of the two-state Markov chain can be expressed
according to Equation (4), where all elements are non-negative, and the sums of elements
in each row are equal to unity.

Π =

[
p11 p21
p12 p22

]
(4)

With reference to Equation (2), the parameters required in describing the regime
probability are represented by the state-dependent drift ωst , auto-regressive coefficient αst

and regression coefficients associated with the explanatory variables for the volatility index
βst , equity returns γst , and dollar index returns δst . The regime probability also depends on
the variance σ2 of the Gaussian distributed error terms εt, and on the transition probabilities
p11 and p22. Thus, the probability of switch from regime s = i at time t− 1 to s = j at time
t can be expressed as pij = 1− pii. A permanent shift from one regime to another would
be reflected by a transition probability of unity but given the imperfect predictability of
regime-switching events, it is more plausible that p22 < 1.

Assuming that past observations of the return series are available at time t in the set
of information Ωt = {yt, yt−1, · · · , y1, y0 }, and given the vector of regression parameters
ϑ = (ωs, αs, σ, p11, p22)

′, it is possible to infer, at time t, the conditional probabilities ψj,t for
j = 1, 2, according to Equation (5).

ψj,t = Pr(st = j |Ω t; ϑ) (5)

The inferred probabilities can be estimated, following Hamilton (1989, 1994), as the
by-product of an iterative process, similar to a Kalman filter algorithm which predicts
future states based on input from past estimators using ψi,t−1 = Pr

(
st−1 = i |Ω t−1; ϑ

)
for

i = 1, 2. The iterative process is based on the density functions φjt , which can be expressed
for the two-state Markov chain according to the following Equation (6).

φjt = f (yWTI,t|st = j; Ωt−1; ϑ) =
1

σ
√

2π
exp

{
− (yWTI,t − ŷWTI,t)

2

2σ2

}
(6)

where ŷWTI,t = ωst + αst yWTI,t−1 + βst yOVX,t + γst yUSD,t + δst ySPX,t and the quadratic
terms (yWTI,t − ŷWTI,t)

2 represent the squared errors ε2
t . Equation (7) expresses the condi-

tional density function of return observation yWTI at time t, which can be estimated from
the joint density of returns and state variable:

f
(
yWTI,t |Ω t−1; ϑ

)
= ∑

i
∑

j
pijψi,t−1φjt (7)
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Following Hamilton (1989), the unknown vector of the regression model parameters
ϑ̂ can be obtained using the maximum likelihood estimates of the transition probabilities
according to Equation (8):

p̂ij =
∑t=2 Pr

(
st = j, st−1 = i |Ω T ; ϑ̂

)
∑t=2 Pr

(
st−1 = i |Ω T ; ϑ̂

) (8)

Given the starting values of the vector of parameters ϑ̂0, the iterative process generates
new sets of coefficients for the drift, autoregressive terms, and explanatory variables,
as well as new estimates of the residual variance and transition probabilities. Under
the assumption that the Markov chain is ergodic, it is possible to use the unconditional
probabilities of Equation (5) expressed as ψi,0 = Pr(s0 = i) =

(
1− pjj

)
/
(
2− pii − pjj

)
.

The maximization of the sample conditional log likelihood, expressed in Equation (9) by
numerical optimization, with iterative computations resulting in convergence toward the
Maximum Likelihood (ML) estimates.

log f (yWTI,1, yWTI,2, · · · , yWTI,T |yWTI,0; ϑ) =
T

∑
t=1

log f
(
yWTI,t |Ω t−1; ϑ

)
(9)

Finally, it is noted that there is a growing body of literature that addresses several
issues in the ML estimation of Markov-regime switching models. For instance, Diebold
et al. (1994) and Filardo (1994) examine regime-switching models where the transition
probabilities are not constant as in the Hamilton study (1989) but time-varying in order
to allow for the underlying fundamentals and exogenous variables to be included in the
mechanism of transition between states. Additionally, Harris (1999) proposes a Bayesian
Markov Chain Monte Carlo estimation of regime-switching vector autoregressions. An
endogenous Markov regime-switching model was proposed by Kim et al. (2008) by relaxing
the assumption that the state variable governing regime shifts is exogenous. A more recent
study by Pouzo et al. (2022) examines the consistency of ML estimation with covariate-
dependent transition probabilities. Thus, given the extensive interest in econometric
models capable of capturing abrupt changes in economic cycles and financial time series,
the estimation of standard Markov-regime switching models for the WTI futures returns
may shed some light on random breaks in the inner dynamics of WTI futures returns and
non-linear relationship with volatility expectations as well as equity and currency returns.

4. Empirical Evidence
4.1. Data Description and Distributional Properties

The empirical analysis is, as noted above, based on the daily time-series data for the
WTI oil futures market, its related OVX volatility index, the U.S. dollar index, and the S&P
500 equity index. The sample observations obtained from the Thomson Reuters database
span the time period from July 2008 to December 2021. The empirical analysis is based on
the available database of the time series. The starting date of the sample period coincides
with the CBOE’s official release of the OVX index in 2008. It also established December 2021
as the end date of the sample period because of a different event, the progression of Ukraine
by Russia, starting in 2022. It partially covers significant periods of economic uncertainty
caused by the U.S. credit crisis in 2007–09, as well as the ongoing economic and healthcare
crises starting in late 2019. The focus is placed in particular on the implications of the
COVID-19 healthcare crisis for the inner dynamics and correlation structure changes of the
WTI futures markets; therefore, the sample observations are divided into subperiod A from
January 2018 to December 2019 and subperiod B from January 2020 to December 2021. The
reason for using January 2020 as the point of departure is based on the WHO report that a
novel coronavirus was identified in late 2019, and an emergency system was put in place to
deal with a pandemic that occurred in January 2020. Additionally, the subperiod C from
July 2008 to June 2010 in order to examine the impact of the U.S. government bailout, the
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Federal Reserve’s Quantitative Easing announcement in response to the worsening credit
crisis, and historical losses in the equity market.

It appears from the upper-left side of Figure 1 that the WTI futures prices precipitously
dropped at the end of 2008 in association with the U.S. financial crisis, but the successive
rebounds over the entire sample period in 2009, 2016, and 2020 have failed to regain the pre-
crisis levels. Of particular interest is the historic fall on 20 April 2020 of futures prices into
negative territory and significant negative returns in response to perceptions of heightened
economic uncertainty stemming from the disease outbreak. The historical futures prices are
also associated with a significant jump in expected volatility, as exhibited in the upper-right
side of Figure 1. Judging from the typically lower scales of returns on the U.S. dollar index
and S&P 500 index reported in the lower-left and right sides of Figure 1, respectively, it
appears that the currency and financial markets are relatively less volatile than the energy
markets. Both return series tend to exhibit more fluctuations in the earlier part of the
sample period and a sudden surge in association with negative pricing of crude oil futures
in 2020, but there is a clear tendency for both indices to increase in more recent years.
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tailed distributions. Judging from the ADF test statistics, the time series are all found to 
be rejected stationary over the total sample period. 

  

Figure 1. The behavior of price levels and returns in WTI futures, OVX, dollar index, and
equity markets.

Table 1 summarizes the distributional properties of these stochastic variables. The
WTI futures returns are found to be negative on average and possess more volatility than
other variables. The daily changes in the OVX index tend to be positive, as volatile as
the associated futures returns, and skewed to the right. In contrast, the returns on both
the dollar index and S&P 500 index are found to be skewed to the left and positive on
average. All time series are also found to exhibit excessive kurtosis, which is indicative
of heavy-tailed distributions. Judging from the ADF test statistics, the time series are all
found to be rejected stationary over the total sample period.

4.2. Model Estimation Results

The estimation results of Equation (2) with a two-state Markov chain for the full sample
period are reported in Table 2. It is noted that the estimated drift term ω1 in Markov-regime
1 is found to be statistically insignificant. It is also associated with an insignificant but
negative autoregressive coefficient α1, which suggests a tendency for mean reversion. The
crude oil futures returns are also governed by a strong negative correlation with changes in
the OVX volatility index. With significance at the one-percent level, the negative sign of the
regression coefficient β1 implies that an increase in expected volatility is associated with
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diminishing oil futures returns. Given the significantly negative regression coefficients γ1
and δ1, the dynamics of futures returns are also found to be sensitive to changes in the U.S.
dollar index and equity valuation.

Table 1. Distributional Properties.

Distributional
Moments Mean Std.

Dev. Skewness Kurtosis Jarque
Bera ADF Test

WTI returns −0.0007 0.062728 −33.5240 1569.688 3.61 × 108 −43.544 ***b
OVX daily

changes 0.00174 0.063033 4.9582 87.09921 1,052,944.0 −61.760 ***a

Dollar index
daily changes 0.00009 0.004761 −0.0492 5.870737 1211.493 −58.464 ***b

S&P 500 returns 0.00045 0.012766 −0.2904 17.14844 29,442.39 −68.718 ***a
Notes: The sample period of daily observation runs from 1 July 2008, to 31 December 2021. Significance at the 1%
level is denoted by asterisks *** under MacKinnon (1996)’s one-sided probability values. The stationarity of time
series is estimated with the Augmented Dickey–Fuller methodology using the intercept only and with neither
intercept nor trend terms as denoted by superscripts a and b respectively. Jarque–Bera statistics for normal tests
are distributed as χ2 on the null.

Table 2. Markov-regime switching model results (Full estimated period).

Model Parameters
Full Period (July 2008–December 2021)

Markov-Regime 1 Markov-Regime 2

ω
−0.0001
(0.6697)

0.0174
(0.2269)

α
−0.0196
(0.1708)

0.1592 ***
(0.0045)

β
−0.1452 ***

(0.0000)
−0.9643 ***

(0.0000)

γ
−0.8659 ***

(0.0000)
−1.4004
(0.4340)

δ
0.3820 ***
(0.0000)

−0.6599
(0.2359)

Log(σ) −4.1048 ***
(0.0000)

−1.6497 ***
(0.0000)

Log likelihood 9124.611

AIC −4.9880

Hypothesis Tests

ω1 = ω2
1.4408

(0.2300)

α1 = α2
9.5865 ***
(0.0020)

β1 = β2
76.7273 ***

(0.0000)

γ1 = γ2
0.0259

(0.8723)

δ1 = δ2
3.2807 *
(0.0701)

Notes: The estimated Markov-regime Switching model is represented by equation: yWTI,t = ωst + αst yWTI,t−1 +
βst yOVX,t +γst yUSD,t + δst ySPX,t + εt. The sample period of daily observation runs from 1 July 2008 to 31 December
2021. Significance at 1 and 10% level is denoted by *** and *, respectively. The hypothesis tests for equal coefficients
are based on the Wald test following the χ2 distribution. Figures in round brackets represent probability values.

In contrast, returns governed by the Markov-regime 2 are characterized by positive but
insignificant drift ω2, positive autoregressive coefficient α2 that implies long memory rather
than mean reversion, and a negative correlation with changes in volatility expectations.
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However, it seems that the return dynamics are not sensitive to contemporaneous variations
in the U.S. dollar index or stock prices. It is also noted that both regimes are associated with
significant volatility estimates, though Regime 2 seems to exhibit a relatively higher level of
fluctuations. The χ2-distributed Wald tests of hypothesis for equal regression parameters
indicate that it is possible to distinguish regimes based on different autoregressive terms,
as well as the structure of return correlation with changes in volatility index and equity
returns. Indeed, despite the opposite signs, the null hypothesis of equal drifts cannot be
rejected as both drifts are found to be insignificantly different across regimes despite the
opposite signs. Conversely, the oil futures returns are characterized by mean reversion in
Regime 1; they tend to exhibit long memory in Regime 2. The Wald test results indicate that
it is difficult to distinguish between regimes on the basis of the relationship between returns
on oil futures and the U.S. dollar index. However, the difference between the regression
coefficients associated with equity returns is found to be significant only at the ten-percent
level. It is the extent to which the correlation with changes in the OVX index seems to be
most prominent in distinguishing between regimes. Thus, a transition from a regime of
lower volatility to one of higher volatility, i.e., from Regime 1 to Regime 2, is accompanied
by an increase in the significance of negative correlation with volatility expectations. This
new evidence sheds light on the shifting expectations of market participants about future
levels of uncertainty and the need to consider the dynamics of investors’ fear as a significant
determinant of the return-generating process.

It is possible to examine the frequency of switches between the latent states based
on the probability of Regime 1, which is shown in Figure 2, together with the time series
of daily WTI futures prices. It is clear that it is Regime 1 of lower volatility that tends to
dominate over long durations, but there are frequent shifts to Regime 2 at the beginning of
the total sample period from August 2008 to April 2009 and in association with periods of
persistent price falls from January 2016 to May 2016 as well as with the precipitous decrease
in futures prices in April 2020 from March 2020 to June 2020. This evidence is partly
consistent with the Chow test of a structural break in the same model Equation (2), which
indicates the existence of a single break dated 25 December 2019, at the 5% significance level
(F-Statistic 173.992, Bai–Perron critical value 18.23). This result seems to be consistent with
the empirical evidence from the estimated Markov-regime switching model, which suggests
frequent regime shifts in relation to the onset of the disease outbreak in December 2019, as
well as the subsequent government responses and market reactions over the crisis period
from March 2020 to June 2020. Thus, it seems that the dynamics of oil futures returns are
responsive to the policy responses of the U.S. government to the onset of the credit crisis, as
well as to the heightened levels of uncertainty about the global economy in association with
the disease outbreak. Market perceptions of higher economic uncertainty in association with
major events are conducive to abrupt shifts from a regime characterized by long memory
rather than mean reversion and stronger rather than the weaker negative correlation with
the forward-looking measure of oil volatility. Indeed, the higher the perceived levels of
uncertainty in the crude oil markets, the stronger the negative correlation between WTI
futures returns and changes in volatility expectations.

Thus, the graphical evidence from Figure 2 suggests that regime shifts are more likely
to occur frequently during periods of decreasing WTI futures prices and higher economic
uncertainty. In order to examine the non-linear dynamics prior to and during the disease
outbreak, the model Equation (2) with a two-state Markov chain is estimated for both
subperiod A from January 2018 to December 2019 and subperiod B from January 2020 to
December 2021. Judging by the results reported in Table 3 for subperiod A, it appears that
futures returns are governed by two distinct regimes characterized by different levels of
volatility. Regime 1 is associated with a statistically insignificant drift and autoregressive
term, as well as an insignificant relationship with equity returns, but with negative cor-
relations with changes in the OVX volatility index and in the dollar index. Though the
latter is significant only at the ten-percent level, it is found to be insignificant under the
alternative regime. Indeed, futures returns are characterized, under Regime 2, by positive
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drift and positive correlation with equity returns, albeit significant only at the ten-percent
and five-percent levels, respectively.

Table 3. Results of Subperiod A and B estimated with Markov-regime switching modeling.

Model
Parameters

Subperiod A
(January 2018–December 2019)

Subperiod B
(January 2020–December 2021)

Regime 1 Regime 2 Regime 1 Regime 2

ω
−0.0009
(0.2648)

0.0056 *
(0.0811)

0.0014 *
(0.0835)

0.0135
(0.7792)

α
0.0145

(0.7738)
−2.4246 **

(0.0153)
0.0014

(0.9667)
0.1383

(0.1553)

β
−0.2205 ***

(0.0000)
0.2100 ***
(0.0000)

−0.1802 ***
(0.0000)

−1.2691 ***
(0.0000)

γ
−0.4526 *
(0.0671)

−0.1772
(0.8440)

−0.5188 **
(0.0379)

−2.3555
(0.7371)

δ
0.0913

(0.3084)
0.8216 **
(0.0488)

0.2888 ***
(0.0003)

−1.9662
(0.1892)

Log(σ) −4.3179 ***
(0.0000)

−3.7329 ***
(0.0000)

−4.1164 **
(0.0000)

−1.1437 ***
(0.0000)

Log Likelihood 1403.674 1219.407

AIC −5.324421 −4.609587

Hypothesis tests

ω1 = ω2
3.4875 *
(0.0618)

0.0636
(0.8009)

α1 = α2
4.3483 **
(0.0370)

1.7564
(0.1851)

β1 = β2
84.6471 ***

(0.0000)
38.8884 ***

(0.0000)

γ1 = γ2
0.0783

(0.7796)
0.0684

(0.7936)

δ1 = δ2
2.6231

(0.1053)
2.2305

(0.1353)
Notes: The estimated Markov-regime Switching model is represented by the equation: yWTI,t = ωst + αst yWTI,t−1 +
βst yOVX,t + γst yUSD,t + δst ySPX,t + εt. The sample period of daily observation runs from 1 January 2018 to 31
December 2021. Significance at the 1, 5, and 10% levels is denoted by ***, **, and *, respectively. The hypothesis
tests for equal coefficients are based on the Wald test following the χ2 distribution. Figures in round brackets
represent probability values.

There is also evidence that Regime 2 implies mean reversion and a positive correlation
with changes in the OVX index. In contrast to Regime 1 and to both regimes for the
full sample period, the significance of the β2 coefficient suggests that futures returns
tend instead to rise in association with increasing uncertainty. This is consistent with the
evidence from Aboura and Chevallier (2013), who found a positive correlation between
changes in OVX levels and oil prices in association with the onset of the U.S. credit crisis.
Judging from the tests of null hypotheses for equal regression coefficients, it appears that
the Markov regimes can be distinguished not so much on the basis of differences in the
correlations with currency and equity returns as differences between autoregressive terms
and correlation with volatility expectations.
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Figure 2. Probability of Regime 1 (Full sample period July 2008–December 2021).

With respect to the estimation results for subperiod B, also reported in Table 3,
there is clear evidence that the behavior of oil futures returns is likely to be governed
by two Markov regimes that tend to differ only on the basis of weaker and stronger correla-
tion with changes in the OVX index. Indeed, the drift terms for both regimes are associated
with positive signs but statistically significant only for Regime 1 at the ten-percent level.
Additionally, the autoregressive terms are found to be statistically insignificant for both
regimes. The relationship of futures returns with the dollar index returns is found to be
negative at the five-percent level for Regime 1 but insignificant for Regime 2. Similarly,
the regression coefficient δs reflecting the sensitivity of futures returns to changes in equity
valuation is found to be positive under Regime 1 but insignificant under the alternative
regime. It is clear that only the regression coefficients βs are found to be negative and
significant at the one-percent level under both regimes. Thus, a shift from Regime 1 is likely
to be accompanied by a strong increase in sensitivity to changes in volatility expectations
under Regime 2.

Judging by the estimated probability values reported in Figure 3, it is Regime 1 that
seems to predominate over subperiod A. The regime switches are not likely to take place
as the decrease in the likelihood of Regime 1 remains above the fifty-percent threshold
probability value. Thus, it is the Regime with a strong negative correlation with volatility
expectations that is more likely to prevail. Similarly, the evidence from Figure 4, which
reports the Regime 1 probability for subperiod B, suggests that there are frequent regime
shifts in association with the precipitous fall in futures prices below zero. A shift toward
Regime 2 implies that future returns are governed by a stronger negative correlation with
changes in the OVX index. This suggests that higher levels of volatility expectations are
conducive to even lower futures returns. Apart from the short period of negative future
pricing, it is Regime 1 that tends to prevail with a weaker but still significantly negative
correlation with volatility expectations.
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In order to further examine the robustness of two-state Markov-regime switching
models to changes in the sample period, the focus is made on subperiod C from July 2008
to June 2010, which may be in part reflective of the effects of the U.S. credit crisis on the
inner dynamics of oil futures returns and their relationship with volatility expectations and
alternative asset markets. The evidence from Table 4, which reports the estimation of the
regime-switching model with a two-state Markov chain, indicates that both regimes are
characterized by statistically insignificant drifts ωs and autoregressive terms αs. However,
futures returns are likely to be governed by strong negative correlation with dollar index
returns γs and positive correlations with equity returns δs under both regimes. In contrast,
a shift from Regime 1 to Regime 2 is likely to result in a strong negative correlation between
futures returns and volatility expectations fading away. However, the aggregate evidence
from Wald tests of the null hypothesis of equal coefficients suggests that it is difficult to
distinguish between these Markov regimes and that, given their similar properties, it is more
likely that the two regimes collapse into a single one with significantly negative sensitivity
to dollar index returns γ < 0, positive sensitivity to δ > 0, and a more likely negative
correlation with changes in the OVX index β ≤ 0. Thus, it is clear from the estimation results
for subperiod C that periods of financial instability can weaken the correlation of futures
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returns with volatility expectations. Under higher levels of uncertainty, an increase in oil
volatility expectations may not be conducive to diminishing futures returns. It is rather
the linkage between oil futures returns and financial markets that gains more significance.
Increasing oil futures returns are more likely to result from lower dollar valuation and
higher equity.

Table 4. Markov-regime switching model results (Subperiod C estimated period).

Model Parameters
Subperiod C (July 2008–June 2010)

Markov-Regime 1 Markov-Regime 2

ω
0.0006

(0.4797)
−0.0008
(0.8519)

α
0.0621

(0.1126)
−0.0018
(0.8062)

β
−0.1402 ***

(0.0000)
−0.0958
(0.1062)

γ
−1.7029 ***

(0.0000)
−1.1439 **

(0.0169)

δ
0.3553 ***
(0.0000)

0.4894 ***
(0.0006)

Log(σ) −4.1663 ***
(0.0000)

−2.9762 ***
(0.0000)

Log likelihood 1220.131

AIC −4.6212

Hypothesis Tests

ω1 = ω2
0.1054

(0.7454)

α1 = α2
0.8807

(0.3480)

β1 = β2
0.3969

(0.5287)

γ1 = γ2
1.0965

(0.2950)

δ1 = δ2
0.5650

(0.4523)
Notes: The estimated Markov-regime Switching model is represented by the equation: yWTI,t = ωst + αst yWTI,t−1 +
βst yOVX,t +γst yUSD,t + δst ySPX,t + εt. The sample period of daily observation runs from 1 July 2008 to 30 June 2010.
Significance at the 1 and 5% levels is denoted by *** and **, respectively. The hypothesis tests for equal coefficients
are based on the Wald test following the χ2 distribution. Figures in round brackets represent probability values.

4.3. Robustness Checks

This paper assumes that there is two-state, lower volatility under bullish markets and
higher volatility under bearish markets, in the WTI futures market that reflects market
uncertainty and conducts an empirical analysis using the Markov-regime switching model
(a non-linear model) to determine whether the correlation between WTI returns and OVX
daily change performs with a two-state view of the market depending on the fluctuation
of markets. Furthermore, it is possible to consider empirical analysis from a different
perspective without taking into account the inner market states. The approach uses a
linear model to analyze the correlation between WTI returns and OVX daily fluctuations
before and after the structural change date, respectively. Thus, in this section, it is used
the autoregressive distributed lag (ARDL) model, one of the linear models, to test whether
the empirical analysis demonstrated in this paper is robust. This section also examines
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whether especially WTI and OVX have a cointegration relationship in each period before
and after the structural change using the bounds-testing approach of Pesaran et al. (2001).

In the first place, an explanation of the empirical model used in the linear model
estimation is provided. Equation (10) is based on the general ARDL model and incorporates
variables similar to those in Equation (2) used in this paper.

yWTI,t = ω +
m

∑
k=1

αkyWTI,t−k +
m

∑
k=0

βkyOVX,t−k +
m

∑
k=0

γkyUSD,t−k +
m

∑
k=0

δkySPX,t−k + εt (10)

where the disturbance terms are white noise distributed with εt ∼ i.i.d.N
(
0, σ2). m is

lag up to 1, 2, . . . , 8, where m is selected as the optimal lag length by the AIC. Then, in
order to estimate whether all variables, WTI returns, OVX daily changes, dollar index daily
changes, and S&P 500 index returns, have a long-run relationship, an extension is made
from Equation (10) to Equation (11), following the method derived by Pesaran et al. (2001).
Equation (11) can be expressed as follows:

∆yWTI,t = a0+
m
∑

i=1
a1,i∆yWTI,t−i +

m
∑

i=0
a2,i∆yOVX,t−i +

m
∑

i=0
a3,i∆yUSD,t−i +

m
∑

i=0
a4,i∆ySPX,t−i + a5yWTI,t−1 + a6yOVX,t−1

+a7yUSD,t−1 + a8ySPX,t−1 + εt

(11)

where ∆ is the first difference operator, a0, a1, a2, . . . , a7, and a8 are parameters, m is the
optimal lag length to be used for estimation selected by AIC. The bounds-testing approach
is based on the F-Statistic and is the first of the ARDL cointegration methods. The null
hypothesis test of no cointegration, (H0 : a5 = a6 = a7 = a8 = 0), will be performed by
Equation (11). Following Pesaran et al. (2001), it is computed two sets of critical values
for a given significance level. One set assumes that all variables are I(0), and the other set
assumes all variables are I(1). There are three cases that will be obtained. In case one, if the
estimated F-Statistic exceeds the upper critical value, the null hypothesis is rejected. In case
two, if the estimated F-Statistic is between the upper critical value and lower critical value,
then the testing becomes inconclusive. In case three, if the estimated F-Statistic is below the
lower critical value, it suggests no cointegration among all variables.

As noted in Section 4.2, the result from the Chow test for structural breaks indicates
that the date on which the existence of structural break is 25 December 2019, and it can
be regarded as approximately equal to the base point of dividing subperiods A and B.
Therefore, it is performed estimation using Equations (10) and (11) in sub-periods A and B
to verify the change in the correlation between WTI returns and OVX daily changes before
and after a structural change and to test whether there is a long-run relationship between
all variables.

Table 5 summarizes the results estimated in subperiod A using Equation (10), which
reflects the optimal lag length selected by AIC, and the results of the bounds test for exam-
ining the long-run relationship between all variables using Equation (11). The estimated
result with Equation (10) for subperiod A indicates that contemporaneous to three peri-
ods earlier, OVX daily changes are weakly negatively correlated with WTI returns. The
absolute value of the t-value is the largest for the contemporaneous OVX daily change,
suggesting that the contemporaneous period of OVX daily changes is more influential
than the other lags to WTI returns where time t. Additionally, the results of the bounds
testing with Equation (11) indicate that the estimated F-Statistic exceeds the upper critical
value, which means that it has rejected the no levels of relationship at the 1% significance
level (F-Statistic), suggesting there is a cointegration relationship between all variables in
subperiod A.
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Table 5. Results of Subperiod A estimated with ARDL modeling and the bounds test.

Model Parameters
[ARDL (5,3,2,0)]

Subperiod A (January 2018–December 2019)

Coefficient t-Statistic

ω 0.0007 0.8380
αt−1 −0.1567 *** −3.5950
αt−2 −0.0658 −1.4974
αt−3 −0.0814 * −1.8818
αt−4 0.0582 1.4148
αt−5 0.0733 * 1.7949

βt −0.1010 *** −6.2670
βt−1 −0.0648 *** −4.0226
βt−2 −0.0360 ** −2.2070
βt−3 −0.0317 * −1.9481
γt −0.2385 −0.9302

γt−1 −0.5504 ** −2.1447
γt−2 −0.4391 * −1.7066

δt 0.2806 *** 2.9526

Log Likelihood 1340.482
AIC −5.0823

F-Bounds Test (At the 1% significance level)

F-Statistic I(0) I(1)

29.9258 3.65 4.66
Notes: The estimated ARDL model is represented by Equation (10): yWTI,t = ω + ∑m

k=1 αkyWTI,t−k +
∑m

k=0 βkyOVX,t−k + ∑m
k=0 γkyUSD,t−k + ∑m

k=0 δkySPX,t−k + εt. The sample period of daily observation runs from 1
January 2018 to 31 December 2019. Significance at the 1, 5, and 10% levels is denoted by ***, **, and *, respec-
tively. The hypothesis test of cointegration for all variables is based on the bounds testing with Equation (11):
∆yWTI,t = a0 + ∑m

i=1 a1,i∆yWTI,t−i + ∑m
i=0 a2,i∆yOVX,t−i + ∑m

i=0 a3,i∆yUSD,t−i + ∑m
i=0 a4,i∆ySPX,t−i + a5yWTI,t−1 +

a6yOVX,t−1 + a7yUSD,t−1 + a8ySPX,t−1 + εt.

On the other hand, Table 6, which reports the results estimated in subperiod B using
Equation (10) reflecting the optimal lag length selected by AIC, shows that only the contem-
poraneous OVX daily change is strongly negatively correlated with the WTI return, and the
absolute value of the t value is larger than the other variables, the dollar index daily change
and S&P 500 returns, suggesting that the contemporaneous period of OVX daily changes
is more influential than the other lags and variables to WTI returns where time t. Table 6
also reports the results of the bound test with Equation (11). As in subperiod A, the result
indicates that the estimated F-Statistic exceeds the upper critical value, which means that it
has rejected the no levels of relationship at the 1% significance level (F-Statistic), suggesting
there is also a cointegration relationship between all variables in subperiod B.

From the estimation results for subperiods A and B using the linear ARDL model, it can
be observed that the correlation between WTI returns and OVX daily changes changed with
the occurrence of COVID-19, which is consistent with the empirical results in this paper. In
addition, the fact that a cointegration relationship is established in both subperiods from
the results of using Pesaran et al.’s (2001) bounds test suggests that even with structural
changes, there is the long-run relationship, which is an important point in the crude oil
market. Thus, the empirical results of this paper can be regarded as robust because the
change in the correlation between WTI returns and OVX daily changes before and after
the structural change can also be observed in the estimation using the linear model and is
consistent with the results of this paper.
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Table 6. Results of Subperiod B estimated with ARDL modeling and the bounds test.

Model Parameters
[ARDL (4,0,4,1)]

Subperiod B (January 2020–December 2021)

Coefficient t-Statistic

ω 0.0037 0.7861
αt−1 0.2494 *** 7.2207
αt−2 −0.1279 *** −3.6187
αt−3 0.0400 1.1396
αt−4 0.0577 * 1.7318

βt −0.8823 *** −18.6752
γt −1.2195 −0.9081

γt−1 0.5592 0.4318
γt−2 −1.5832 −1.2145
γt−3 −3.7311 *** −2.8466
γt−4 3.2288 ** 2.4446

δt −1.4937 *** −4.2291
δt−1 −1.5759 *** −4.5938

Log Likelihood 426.7656
AIC −1.5823

F-Bounds Test (At the 1% significance level)

F-Statistic I(0) I(1)

109.6350 3.65 4.66
Notes: The estimated ARDL model is represented by Equation (10): yWTI,t = ω + ∑m

k=1 αkyWTI,t−k +
∑m

k=0 βkyOVX,t−k + ∑m
k=0 γkyUSD,t−k + ∑m

k=0 δkySPX,t−k + εt. The sample period of daily observation runs from 1
January 2020 to 31 December 2020. Significance at the 1, 5, and 10% levels is denoted by ***, **, and *, respec-
tively. The hypothesis test of cointegration for all variables is based on the bounds testing with Equation (11):
∆yWTI,t = a0 + ∑m

i=1 a1,i∆yWTI,t−i + ∑m
i=0 a2,i∆yOVX,t−i + ∑m

i=0 a3,i∆yUSD,t−i + ∑m
i=0 a4,i∆ySPX,t−i + a5yWTI,t−1 +

a6yOVX,t−1 + a7yUSD,t−1 + a8ySPX,t−1 + εt.

5. Conclusions

The present study provides new empirical evidence on the stochastic behavior of
energy futures returns based on the estimation of Markov-regime switching models. Given
the nature of energy markets, the demand and supply functions are intrinsically linked with
the real economy and perceptions of economic uncertainty, but there is growing literature
about stronger linkages with the financial economy as well. The focus of this paper is
placed on the empirical issue of whether the inner dynamics and correlation structures of oil
futures with alternative asset markets are governed by different regimes that reflect changes
in the underlying demographic, macroeconomic and social conditions. The empirical
evidence suggests that oil futures returns tend to be governed by different Markov regimes,
which invariably exhibit a negative correlation with volatility expectations which reflect the
shifting fear factor dynamics. Thus, market perceptions of heightened economic uncertainty
reflected by increased volatility expectations are conducive to diminishing futures returns,
irrespective of the prevailing regime.

The non-linear dynamics of oil futures returns can be altered, however, by significant
events such as the onset of financial crises and disease outbreaks, as well as government
policy responses. There is, indeed, evidence that the economic lockdowns in response to
the disease outbreak have the potential to increase the likelihood of Markov regimes with a
more pronounced negative correlation of futures returns with changes in expected volatility.
Additionally, periods of financial instability, such as the U.S. credit crisis, may sever the
relationship of oil futures returns with volatility expectations and strengthen their linkages
with currency fluctuations and equity valuation. Thus, Markov-regime switching models
have the capacity to capture changes in the underlying fundamentals and provide some
insights into the changing inner dynamics, such as the propensity for mean reversion and a
long memory for economic shocks that tend to decay over a longer time. Regrettably, this
paper’s shortcomings include the fact that the Markov-regime switching model does not
resolve the issues of strict simultaneity and endogeneity between WTI and OVX, which is an
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issue for future research. Further research may shed light on the non-linear dynamics with
time-varying transition probabilities, simultaneity, and jump-diffusion processes which
may better account for the stochastic properties of energy prices.
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Notes
1 It is noted that the study by Fleming et al. (1995) was performed with a volatility index based on the S&P 100 stock market index,

formerly known as VIX index.
2 The focus is also placed, as in Mencia and Sentana (2013), on the valuation of VIX derivatives, where the volatility index serves as

the underlying asset for derivatives contracts.
3 See for instance, Kim et al. (2019), Wang and Xie (2012), Choi and Hammoudeh (2010), Mensi et al. (2013), Raza et al. (2016) and

Creti et al. (2013), inter alia.
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