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Table S1. Cox regression analyses for iDFS, BCSS, and OS. 

Proportional-hazard models* Patients with DC4 vs. patients with AT  
iDFS BCSS OS 

 HR 95% 
CI p-value HR 95% 

CI p-value HR 95% 
CI p-value 

Matched patients with DC4 vs. patients with AT 
(1:4 matching; n = 271) 1.05 0.65 - 

1.8 0.85 0.91 0.42 - 
1.9 0.8 0.98 0.46 - 

2.1 0.96 

All patients with 
DC4 vs. patients 

with AT  
(n = 726) 

Unadjusted for patient and disease characteristics† 0.87 0.52 - 
1.5 0.61 0.73 0.36 - 

1.4 0.4 0.94 0.47 - 
1.8 0.88 

Adjusted for patient and disease characteristics† 0.98 0.56 - 
1.7 0.94 0.96 0.46 - 

1.9 0.9 0.92 0.44 - 
1.9 0.83 

Adjusted for the estimated propensity score 0.92 0.51 - 
1.6 0.77 0.92 0.46 - 

1.9 0.9 0.96 0.55 - 
1.7 0.92 

Adjusted for patient and disease characteristics using
inverse probability weighting by the inverse of the 

propensity score 
1.06 0.57 - 

1.9 0.84 0.90 0.57 - 
1.9 1.0 0.95 0.6 - 

1.7 0.94 

*We created time dependent covariates by creating interactions of the covariates and a function of 
survival time in the models to test proportionality. When time dependent covariates were not 
significant then covariates were considered proportional. The proportionality assumption was 
appropriate for all. † Patient and disease characteristics included age, sex, co-morbidity, number and 
type of metastatic sites, grade differentiation, histology, and year of initial diagnosis. Abbreviations: 
HR = Hazard ratio; iDFS = Invasive disease free survival; BCSS = Breast cancer specific-survival; OS =. 
Overall survival; DC×4 = Four cycles of docetaxel-cyclophosphamide; AT= Anthracycline-taxane 
regimen. 


