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Oncology care in the era of pandemics
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Since the declaration by the World Health Organization
on 11 March 2020 of a global pandemic from SARS-Cov-2,
the public health impact on broader society has been un-
precedented. As of 12 April 2020, the World Health Organi-
zation had eported 1,696,598 cases of coviD-19 (the disease
resulting from the virus) globally, with 105,952 deaths
(https://covid19.who.int/). At the same time within Cana-
da, there had been more than 23,301 confirmed cases, with
653 deaths (https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/
services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html).
The resulting burden has posed numerous challenges
for patients, their families, and national health systems.
Every nation has to strike the balance between managing
constraints on resources and ensuring that the care and
safety of patients and frontline health care workers remain
the top priority.

Numerous recommendations are being developed
to provide safe cancer care in the era of sARs-Cov-2, in-
cluding those to help manage the health care workforce?!,
prioritize clinical trials?, and even adjust systemic therapy
and radiation regimens to treat patients in anticipation of
delays in surgical management. While much academic
research will justifiably be undertaken tolook at strategies
to mitigate transmission and treat those infected with
SARS-Cov-2 in the broader population, there is also a need
for research to assess the impact of the pandemic on the
oncology population.

In this issue of Current Oncology, Gill and colleagues*
present results of the first national survey of medical on-
cologists in Canada assessing the impact of covip-19 on
how they deliver cancer care. In the survey, more than
70% of respondents expressed concern with respect to
contracting the virus, and more than two thirds (69%) felt
uncertain about access to adequate personal protective
equipment. An impact on patient care has also been felt,
with increasing use of telemedicine (82% of respondents)
and, in certain centres, complete cessation of clinical trials
enrolment (54% of respondents). Oncologists are having
to decide whether to switch treatments, with factors such
as prognosis and anticipated treatment benefit, risk of

toxicity during a time of scarce health resources, and the
patient’s personal risk of contracting covip-19 affecting
their decision-making.

Like other journals, Current Oncology will be priori-
tizing review and publication of manuscripts that help to
address relevant clinical issues in this difficult time®. Rel-
evant topics could include identification of variables that
confer high risk of morbidity and mortality from covip-19
in oncology patients and assessments of novel interven-
tions and processes that prevent transmission in oncology
patients and associated health workers. Throughout the
pandemic, Current Oncology will remain committed to
providing readers with the most up-to-date literature and
evidence in the field of oncology.
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