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(Albus, 2018), To comment on a multinational study on the NA NA Orientational The general General population National/
Germany association of health literacy health literacy with report. population International
sociodemographic characteristics in patients with Editorial.
familial hypercholesterolemia. Full paper.
(Alruthia et al., | To examine the association between the physical, Quantitative | Cross-sectional Full paper Patients with Patients Regional/
2020), Saudi mental, or psychological, social, and environmental diabetes District
Arabia domains of health-related quality of life with the
patients’ trust in their primary care physicians while
controlling for several sociodemographic and clinical
factors.
(Amoah & To investigate how health literacy may operate in the Quantitative | Cross-sectional Full paper The general Other Regional/
Phillips, 2018), | context of universal health coverage (UHC), especially population in District
Ghana the role of health literacy in the relationships between rural and urban
elements of UHC such as access to health care and districts
health insurance.
(An, Moon, & To identify the risk factors and provide data for public Quantitative | Cross-sectional Full paper Chinese Immigrants/minorities Community
Cha, 2019), health policy in support of Chinese immigrants, this immigrants in
South Korea study examined health literacy, depression, and South Korea
immigrant stress in Chinese immigrants living in South
Korea.
(Angner, To explore the relationship between health literacy and | Quantitative | Cross-sectional Full paper Community- Patients Community
Miller, Ray, happiness while controlling for sociodemographic dwelling older
Saag, & factors and health status in a community-based primary care
Allison, 2010), sample of older adults. patients
USA
(Apter et al., To describe how to compare portal training and home Quantitative | Cross-sectional Protocol, full Adult Patients Community
2015), USA visits by a community health worker with an active findings and a paper African/American
control of portal training (without home visits). Baseline protocol for an RCT and
data of the first participants. Hispanic/Latino
patients with
uncontrolled
asthma from low-
income urban
neighborhoods
(Apter et al., To describe the planning, design, methodology, Quantitative | Cross-sectional Protocol, full Low-income Patients/Inpovered Regional/
2017), USA challenges, and baseline results of this ongoing findings and a paper asthma patients populations District

randomized controlled trial Helping Asthma Patients 2
(HAP2). Mediators and moderators of the Patient

protocol for an RCT
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Advocate (PA) asthma outcome relationship are
examined along with cost-effectiveness.
(Asare et al., To assess cancer patients’ and survivors’ physical Quantitative | Cross-sectional Full paper Black cancer Patients/minorities National/
2019), USA activity behaviors by race/ethnicity. survivors International
(Batista, To investigate the association between critical and Quantitative | Cross-sectional Full paper The adult General population Regional/
Lawrence, & communicative oral health literacy and oral health population in District
Sousa, 2017), outcomes (status, oral health-related quality of life and Piracicaba, Brazil
Brazil practices) in adults.
(Blancafort To assess the effectiveness of a group-based Quantitative | RCT Full paper Older adults with Other Community
Alias et al., intervention to improve self-perceived health as low self-perceived
2021), Spain indicator of health inequality. health
(Bragard, To present health literacy’s different dimensions, the NA NA Orientational The general General population National/
Coucke, Petre, | difficulties associated with its evaluations, and the report. Belgian International
Etienne, & development of effective interventions, as well as the Statement. population
Guillaume, many challenges that remain to be met in this field Full paper
2017), Belgium | [French].
(Clarke & Voss, | To determine whether a community-based, Quantitative | Pre-posttest Full paper Low-income Patients/Inpovered Community
2016), multidisciplinary team consisting of home-based COPD patients in populations
Republic of caregivers and supervised students could improve the South Africa
South Africa functional status and quality of life of patients living
with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) in a
low-income, peri-urban setting in South Africa.
(Curtis, Wolf, To examine the independent contributions of Quantitative | Cohort Full paper Adult patients Patients Regional/
Weiss, & socioeconomic status and health literacy in explaining (18-40 years) with District
Grammer, asthma disparities. persistent asthma
2012), USA in Chicago
(de Vries, To present the most currently available data on real NA NA Orientational Cancer patients in | Patients Regional/
Buitrago, access to high quality diagnostic and curative and report. general District
Quitian, palliative care in Colombia, a middle-income country Full paper.
Wiesner, & with relatively recent large healthcare reforms.
Castillo, 2018),
Colombia
(Durand et al., | To understand how to support women across Quantitative | RCT Full paper Women Patients Regional/
2021), USA socioeconomic strata in making breast cancer surgery undergoing breast District
choices. cancer surgery
(Ernsting et al., | To explore the extent of smartphone and health app Quantitative | Cross-sectional study | Full paper The general adult | General population National/

2017),
Germany

use, sociodemographic, medical, and behavioral
correlates of smartphone and health app use, and

German
population

International
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associations of the use of apps and app characteristics
with actual health behaviors.
(Faruqi, Stocks, | To evaluate the implementation and effectiveness of Quantitative | Protocol for Protocol, full Patients with Patients Community
Spooner, el using practice nurses in the role of ‘prevention intervention paper obesity
Haddad, & navigators’ to support obese patients with low health
Harris, 2015), literacy to better manage their weight.
Australia
(Fung et al., To investigate, analyze and evaluate the effect of the Quantitative | Protocol for Protocol, full Poor working Inpovered populations Community
2016), China Health Empowerment Program on the health, health- prospective cohort paper families with
related quality of life, lifestyle, and health-seeking small children in
behaviors among working poor families. China
(Ghisi, Chaves, | To identify health literacy screening instruments Review Review Full paper Patients with Patients Community
Britto, & Oh, available to coronary artery disease patients; describe coronary artery
2018), Canada | the prevalence of low health literacy; explore the disease
predictors of low health literacy; and identify the
association between health literacy, health behaviors,
and outcomes among these patients.
(Gibbs, Conceptualize a systematic approach of the Review Review Full paper Vulnerable older Patients Community
Guarnieri, Chu, | development of a tailored integrated community and adults with
Murdoch, & care team to develop a partnership in assisting senior multiple chronic
Asif, 2021), adults with multiple chronic conditions conditions
USA
(Goss et al., To explore the perceptions of socially disadvantaged Mixed Convergent mixed Full paper Disadvantaged Inpovered populations Community
2021), Ireland Irish adolescents in relation to health literacy and methods methods adolescents
related behaviors and utilize these data to develop
relevant vignettes.
(Graham et al., | To examine the effect of patient-reported quality of life | Quantitative | Prospective cohort Full paper Veterans Patients Regional/
2021), USA and psychosocial determinants of health on unplanned undergoing District
hospital readmissions in a surgical population. elective inpatient
surgery
(Griech & To discuss health literacy and its intersectional NA NA Orientational Patients with Patients Regional /
Skrzat, 2020), relationship with the Social Determinants of Health in report. cardiovascular District
USA patients with cardiovascular disease and to present Clinical disease
recommendations for physical therapists to reduce perspective.
health inequities related to limited health literacy. Full paper
(Guhl et al., To examine the association between income and Quantitative | Cohort Full paper Patient with atrial | Patients Regional/
2019), USA health-related quality of life in a cohort with prevalent fibrillation District

atrial fibrillation.
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(Hardgraves, To describe attitudes, expectations, knowledge, and Qualitative Interview Full paper Older adults Other Community
Henry, & intentions related to oral health issues from the
Patton, 2021), experiences of older adults living independently in a
USA largely rural south-central state.
(Harsch et al., To analyze the relationship between health literacy, Quantitative | Cross-sectional Full paper The general General population Community
2021), quality of life and spiritual and religious beliefs. population of
Afghanistan Gahnziin
Afghanistan
(Hickey et al., To evaluate the racial and ethnic differences in health Quantitative | Cross-sectional study | Conference Older adults, Patients Community
2018), USA literacy and coexisting self-reported quality of life in an abstract, ethnically diverse,
older adult, ethnically diverse, disadvantaged protocol disadvantaged
population with chronic comorbidities. population with
chronic
comorbidities
(Irwin, 2018), To address the vulnerabilities experienced by patients Quantitative | Intervention Conference Individuals with Patients Regional /
USA with serious mental illness and cancer from development abstract serious mental District
disadvantaged communities by developing a targeted illness and cancer
collaborative care intervention.
(Jamieson, To compare oral health literacy levels between two Quantitative | Cross-sectional Full paper Indigenous Immigrants/minorities Regional/
Divaris, Parker, | profoundly disadvantaged groups, Indigenous Australian and District
& Lee, 2013), Australians, and American Indians, and to explore American Indians
Australia/ USA | differences in sociodemographic, dental service
utilization, self-reported oral health indicators, and oral
health-related quality of life correlates of oral health
literacy among the above.
(Johnson et al., | To report on selected baseline clinical and Quantitative | Cross-sectional Full paper Indigenous Patients/Immigrants/minorities | Community
2015), socioeconomic data from this cluster randomized study Australian adults
Australia aiming to deliver a program of integrated community- with diabetes
based intensive chronic disease management for
Indigenous people in remote communities in Australia.
(Katzmarzyk et | To test the effectiveness of a pragmatic, high-intensity Quantitative | RCT Full paper Low income Inpovered populations and Community
al., 2018), USA | lifestyle-based obesity treatment program delivered African Americans | immigrants/minorities
within primary care among an underserved population. who are
overweight
(Kim et al., To present baseline of Veterans Administrations (VA) Quantitative | Cross-sectional Full paper Prostate cancer Patients/ Inpovered National/
1999), USA Cancer of the Prostate Outcomes Study (CaPOS) of patients with low | populations International

lower socioeconomic status patients.

socioeconomic
status
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(Kim et al., To evaluate (i) knowledge, level of satisfaction, and Quantitative | Pre-posttest of Full paper Patients with Patients Regional/
2001), USA treatment preferences and intentions of men newly intervention prostate cancer District
diagnosed with prostate cancer after participation in a
CD-ROM shared decision-making program; and (ii) the
relationship between prostate cancer knowledge and
health literacy.
(Kuehnert et To establish conceptual consensus for what social NA NA Orientational The general General population National/
al., 2022), USA | determinants of health mean for nursing, with report. population International
emphasis on health policies that advance planetary Consensus
health equity and improve planetary health-related paper.
quality of life. Full paper
(Ladak et al., To explore parental perspectives on the influence of Qualitative Interviews Full paper Children and Patients/ Inpovered Regional/
2020), Pakistan | socio-cultural factors and environmental resources on adolescents who populations District
the health-related quality of life of children and had congenital
adolescents after congenital heart disease surgery. heart surgery in a
low-income
country
(Lang, 2021), To describe self-care management for vulnerable Quantitative | Cross-sectional Dissertation Homeless people Patients/ Inpovered Community
USA populations. with diabetes and | populations
hypertension
(Langton, To examine two research questions with implications Multimethod | Multimethod cross- Dissertation Children with Patients Community
2012), USA for child health and children's health insurance sectional and cancer and their
coverage and a third that may help develop more longitudinal dataset parents
reliable measurement techniques to aid in future
research and practice.
(Lowe & To explore the beliefs, access, and motivations of Qualitative Interviews Full paper Individuals with Patients and caregivers Regional/
Nobriga, individuals with head and neck cancer living in a rural head and neck District
2021), USA community in the United States, regarding their speech cancer and their
and swallowing deficits. caregivers
(Macabasco- To examine the relationship between literacy and heart | Quantitative | Cross-sectional Full paper Patients with Patients Regional/
O'Connell et failure-related quality of life, and to explore whether heart failure District
al., 2011), USA | literacy-related differences in knowledge, self-efficacy,
and/or self-care behavior explained the relationship.
(Maliski, To explore links between access to care and quality of Review Review Full paper Underserved men | Patients/ Inpovered National/
Connor, life for underserved men with prostate cancer through with prostate populations International
Oduro, & a literature review. cancer

Litwin, 2011),
USA
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(McDougall et | To investigate the relationship between socioeconomic | Quantitative | Cross-sectional Full paper Colorectal cancer | Patients Regional/
al., 2019), New | characteristics and health-related quality of life in a survivors District
Mexico diverse group of colorectal cancer survivors.
(Merriman, To discuss health literacy in the information age. NA NA Orientational Cancer patients Patients National/
Ades, & report. and families in International
Seffrin, 2002), Editorial. the US with low
USA Full paper health literacy
skills
(Meyers et al., | To examine how health literacy and other social Quantitative | Protocol for Full paper Hospitalized Patients Community
2014), USA determinants affect the quality-of-care transitions from prospective cohort patients with
hospital to home, as well as subsequent health acute coronary
outcomes including medication use, functional status, disease
health-related quality of life, unplanned health care
utilization, and mortality.
(Miller, Cage, To highlight findings of a study conducted with minority | Quantitative | Cross-sectional Full paper Minority men Immigrants/minorities Community
Nowacki, men focusing on the association between health
Jackson, & literacy and health-related quality of life.
Modlin, 2018),
USA
(Myaskovsky To examine the association of race and cultural factors Quantitative | Cross-sectional Full paper Persons With Patients Regional/
et al, 2011), with quality of life factors (participation, life Spinal Cord Injury District
USA satisfaction, perceived health status) in people with
spinal cord injury.
(Omachi, To examine the associations between health literacy Quantitative | Cross-sectional Conference Patients with Patients National/
Sarkar, Yelin, and both outcomes and health status in COPD. abstract COPD International
Blanc, & Katz,
2011), USA
(Ownby et al., To develop a computer-delivered mobile intervention Mixed Interview-based Protocol, full Individuals with Patients Community
2017), USA that will provide individuals with chronic conditions the | methods development of an paper chronic
necessary information to cope with their conditions. intervention and conditions
protocol for a
randomized
controlled trial
(Park et al., To investigate the effects of medication adherence and | Quantitative | Cross-sectional Full paper Low-income older | Patients/ Inpovered Community

2018), Korea

health literacy on health-related quality of life and
identify factors associated with health-related quality
of life in vulnerable older people with hypertension.

people with
hypertension in
South Korea

populations
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(Prihanto et To assess the effect of health literacy on the QoL Quantitative | Cross-sectional Full paper University Other Community
al., 2021), among Indonesian undergraduate university students students in
Indonesia when socioeconomic considerations are taken into Indonesia
account
(Rak, 2012), To investigate the prevalence of low health literacy in Quantitative | Cross-sectional Dissertation Persons with Patients Regional/
USA individuals with diabetes, and to examine associations diabetes in District
between health literacy and certain domains of quality Michigan
of life.
(Reid et al., To determine the prevalence of limited health literacy Quantitative | Cross-sectional Full paper Rural Appalachian | Other Community
2021), USA and to explore the relationship between adolescents’ middle school
health literacy status and energy balance related students in
behaviors, including nutrition, physical activity, Virginia
sedentary activity, and sleep, with the secondary
objectives being to explore how health literacy is
related to BMI and school related quality of life among
adolescents.
(Rijken & van To examine whether subgroups of people with Quantitative | Cross-sectional Full paper People with Patients Community
der Heide, multimorbidity could be distinguished based on their multimorbidity
2019), needs, and profiled these subgroups according to
Netherlands medical complexity and the availability of personal
resources.
(Roberto et al., | To investigate factors associated with the lack of access | Quantitative | Cross-sectional Full paper Individuals from Other Community
2018), Brazil to information on oral health among adults rural and urban
[Portuguese]. areas
(Rozier, 2012), | To review some oral health initiatives and their NA NA Orientational Young dental Patients National/
USA outcomes with a focus on youth. report. patients in North International
Issue brief. Carolina
Full paper.
(Schaffler et To review self-management interventions in Review Systematic review Full paper Low-income or Patients/ Inpovered National/
al., 2018), populations with low income or low health literacy and low-health populations International
Canada/ synthesize the efficacy of these interventions. literacy people
review with chronic
illness
(Scheuer, To examine whether the Danish Cancer Society's Quantitative | Pre-test post-test Conference Socially Patients/ Inpovered Community
2018), nation-wide Patient Navigation Project improves quality abstract vulnerable cancer | populations
Denmark of life and health literacy among socially vulnerable patients

cancer patients.
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(Simon, Li, & To examine health literacy level among community- Quantitative | Cohort Full paper Older adult Immigrants/minorities Community
Dong, 2014), dwelling Chinese older adults in the greater Chicago Chinese in the
USA area, and examine the sociodemographic, family greater Chicago

position, and health-related correlates of health literacy area

among this population.
(Stormacq, To identify and synthesize the best available evidence Review Systematic review Review, Socially or Inpovered populations Community
Wosinski, on the effectiveness on health-related outcomes of systematic, full socioeconomically
Boillat, & Den health literacy interventions for enabling paper disadvantaged
Broucke, socioeconomically disadvantaged people living in the adults
2020), Europe community to access, understand, appraise and apply
and USA, health information; and ii) to identify components of
review health literacy interventions associated with improved

health-related outcomes.
(Talmage, To describe the connections between social Qualitative Focus groups Full paper The general General population Community
Figueroa, & determinants and quality of life as elucidated from a population of
Wolfersteig, large-scale community health needs assessment Maricopa County
2018), USA conducted in Maricopa County, Arizona. in Arizona
(Tanetal., To evaluate the benefits of offering the chronic disease | Quantitative | Protocol for Protocol, full Adults with a Patients Community
2019), Italia, self-management program intervention to the target intervention paper chronic condition
Netherlands, population. and their
Spain, France, caregiversina
UK low

socioeconomic
position

(Todorovic et To assess health literacy and its association with Quantitative | Cross-sectional Full paper Patients with a Patients Community
al., 2019), sociodemographic variables, self-perception of health family physician
Bosnia and the presence of chronic conditions in primary in primary health

healthcare setting. care settings
(Uddin, Bhar, To report the awareness, knowledge, attitudes, and Quantitative | Protocol for a Full paper Adults and older Inpovered populations Community

Al Mahmud, &
Islam, 2017),
Bangladesh

practice of mental disorders; estimate the prevalence
of and risk factors for psychological distress; measure
association of psychological distress and other
sociodemographic factors with quality of life and test
the feasibility to use Kessler 10-item (K10) and WHO
Quality of Life-BREF (WHOQOL-BREF) questionnaires in
rural Bangladesh for measuring psychological distress
and quality of life.

prospective cohort

adults in the rural
Bangladesh
population
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(Virlée, van To develop a better understanding of how online health | Multimethod | Multimethod (cross- Full paper Online health Other Community
Riel, & community members with different health literacy sectional and community
Hammedi, levels benefit from their participation, through the interview) participants
2020), Belgia analysis and comparison of their resource integration

processes.
(Walker, To investigate the independent effects of Quantitative | Cross-sectional Full paper Adults with type 2 | Patients Community
Gebregziabher, | socioeconomic and psychological social determinants of diabetes
Martin-Harris, health on diabetes knowledge, self-care, diabetes
& Egede, outcomes and quality of life.
2014), USA
(Wang et al., To examine the relationship between health literacy Quantitative | Cross-sectional Full paper Vulnerable Immigrants/minorities Community
2013), China and health-related quality of life as well as relationship minority women

differentials by ethnicity among rural women from a aged 23-57 in

Chinese poor minority area. rural China
(Wang, Kane, To examine how health literacy might modify the Quantitative | Cross-sectional Full paper Vulnerable Inpovered populations Community
Xu, & Meng, association between chronic disease and their health- minority women
2015), China related quality of life impacts. aged 23-57 in

rural China

(Washington, To characterize the longitudinal effect of race/ethnicity | Quantitative | Cross-sectional Full paper Children with Patients Community
Curtis, Waite, on childhood asthma outcomes, and to what extent cohort asthma and their
Wolf, & caregiver health literacy, education level, and asthma families in
Paasche- knowledge mediate these associations. Chicago
Orlow, 2018),
USA
(Webb, 2020), | To understand the impact of social determinants of Case study Case study Case study, full | Patients receiving | Patients Regional/
USA health on a chronically transfused population with paper chronic District

sickle cell disease, as well as available screening tools. transfusion

Recognize the role of health literacy in complex medical therapy, case

decision-making and universal communication study of a 2-year-

strategies to improve comprehension in patients of all old with sickle-cell

health literacy levels. Identify health-related quality of and her mother

life measures that are affected by chronic transfusion

therapy.
(White, Hall, & | To understand community beliefs and knowledge of Qualitative Focus groups Full paper People in Inpovered populations Community
Johnson, environmental health risks, determine community communities with
2014), USA levels of trust in federal/local agencies and community associated

groups, and identify strategies for mobilizing residents poverty

using environmental health messages and
environmental health education programs.
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Christensen, &
Maindal,
2020),
Denmark

and participation in cardiac rehabilitation and health
literacy and health-related quality of life.

rehabilitation
patients

Author, year, As reported by the authors Methods Study design Publication Participants Our categorization of the Our
country type population categorization
of context

(Wong Min et To investigate factors associated with depression and Quantitative | Cross-sectional Full paper Low-income Inpovered populations Community
al., 2022), anxiety symptoms and quality of life among Malaysia’s survey dwellers in
Malaysia multiethnic urban lower-income communities. Malaysia
(Xiao, Lee, & To examine the interrelationships among Quantitative | Cross-sectional Full paper Korean and Immigrants/minorities Community
Liu, 2020), USA | demographics, health literacy, self-perceived health Viethamese

status, and quality of life using structural equation immigrants in the

modeling. us
(Xu, Zhou, To assess the relationship between patients’ eHealth Quantitative | Cross-sectional Full paper Patients in Patients Regional /
Wong, & literacy and their socioeconomic determinants and to general in China District
Wang, 2021), investigate the association between patients’ eHealth
China literacy and their satisfaction with shared decision-

making and well-being.
(Aaby, Friis, To examine the associations between health literacy Quantitative | Cross-sectional Full paper adult cardiac Patients Community
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