
Figure S1- Number of heatwave days per postcode (Queensland; 2010-2019). 
 

 



Supplementary Table 1- Suggested broad MPDS categories 
 

Cardiac 9 - Cardiac or Respiratory Arrest / Death  
10 - Chest Pain / Chest Discomfort (non-traumatic);  
19 - Heart Problems (AICD) 
 
[note: there is some crossover between subgroups of card 9 
and other categories (e.g., intentional trauma resulting in 
cardiac arrest (which could be coded to mental health or 
injury), or unintentional trauma resulting in cardiac arrest 
(which could be coded to injury).  

Stroke 28 -Stroke (CVA ) / Transient Ischaemic Attack (TIA) 
Mental Health 25 -Psychiatric / Abnormal Behaviour / Suicide Attempt.  
Specified Medical  1 - Abdominal pain/problems;  

2 – allergies (include only 02E01, 02D01, 02D02, 02C01, 
02C02, 02B01, 02A01, as other codes relate to 
envenomation);  
5 - back pain (non-traumatic or non-recent trauma); 
12 - convulsions/fittings  
13 - diabetic problems;  
16 – eye problems (only 16D01, 16A03)  
18 - headache;  
21 haemorrhage (medical related) – includes only 21C01, 
21C02, 21C03, 21B03, 21B04, and any codes with suffix M 
(others are trauma related)  
26 - sick persons (specific diagnosis)  
31 - unconscious fainting (near);  
32 - unknown problems (collapse, 3rd party);  

Obstetric 
 

24 – pregnancy / childbirth/ miscarriage 

Respiratory 6 - breathing problems;  
  



Injuries 2 – allergies/bites/stings (envenomation) – this includes only 
02D03, 02D04, 02D05, 02D06, 02D07, 02A02 [all other 02 
codes are most likely allergies] 
3 – animal bites/attacks;  
4 – assault/sexual assault;  
7 – burns (scalds) / explosion (blast);  
8 – hazardous exposure (carbon monoxide, inhalation / 
chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear);  
11 – choking;  
14 – drowning/near drowning /diving/scuba incident;  
15 – electrocution / lightning;  
16 – eye injuries [includes 16B01, 16A01, 16A02); [other 16 
codes are not injuries] 
17 – falls;  
21 – haemorrhage/lacerations; [this excludes 21C01, 21C02, 
21C03, 21B03, 21B04, and any codes with suffix M, as these 
are all medically related, not injury-related]  
22 – inaccessible incident /other entrapments (non-traffic)  
23 – overdose/poisoning (ingestion); 
27 – stab / gunshot / penetrating trauma; 
29 – traffic/transport incidents  
30 – traumatic injuries (specific) 

Heat/cold exposure Codes with suffix H are heat-related; codes with suffix C are 
cold-related 

 
  



Figure S2- Number of heatwave days per postcode (Queensland; 2010-2011). 
 

 



Figure S3- Number of heatwave days per postcode (Queensland; 2011-2012). 
 

 



Figure S4- Number of heatwave days per postcode (Queensland; 2012-2013). 
 

 



Figure S5- Number of heatwave days per postcode (Queensland; 2013-2014). 
 

 



Figure S6- Number of heatwave days per postcode (Queensland; 2014-2015). 
 

 



Figure S7- Number of heatwave days per postcode (Queensland; 2015-2016). 
 

 



Figure S8- Number of heatwave days per postcode (Queensland; 2016-2017). 
 

 



Figure S9- Number of heatwave days per postcode (Queensland; 2017-2018). 
 

 



Figure S10- Number of heatwave days per postcode (Queensland; 2018-2019). 
 

 



Figure S11- Proportion of ambulance calls by hour of the day for heatwaves vs. non-heatwave 
days (Queensland; 01 January 2010 to 31 December 2019) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  



Figure S12- Crosstabulation and chi-square analysis of heatwave by hour of the day 
 

 

 

 

 



Figure S13- Crosstabulation and chi-square analysis of heatwave by day of the week 
 

 

 

 

 
  



Figure S14- Crosstabulation and chi-square analysis of heatwave by medical condition 
 

 

 

 

 


