
A brief description of the conflict background in the four countries 

1. Central African Republic (CAR) 

The conflict in CAR started between the Séléka coalition and the anti-balaka militias in the end of 

20121,2. As the clashes between the Séléka coalition and the anti-balaka militias continued, the country 

plummeted into chaos and violence. In 2014, a transitional government was formed1,3. To date, the 

conflict between ex-Séléka and anti-balaka members has not ceased completely, but continue in the 

form of intercommunal clashes between pastoralist and farming communities in the rural areas2.  

  

2. Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) 

The First Congo War started as civil war between armed groups in Zaire (present-day DRC) in 

1996. The situation further destabilised as the Rwandan army seized Kinshasa and replaced the Zairean 

president with the rebel group leader; and the country was renamed the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

The Second Congo War started in 1998 and ended in 2003 as the transitional government was sworn in 

to office4. The International Peace Information Service (IPIS) has mapped the conflict motives of the 

four major armed groups in its 2008 report5; the presence of armed groups, the involvement of illegal 

trades, and the conflicts around mining areas continued to preclude security and stability in the eastern 

region of DRC. 

 

3. Ethiopia 

The conflict in Ethiopia’s Somali Region dates back to 1948, when Ethiopia gained authority 

over the Ogaden area from the British government6. The Ogaden war, also known as the Somali-

Ethiopian war, took place from 1977 to 19787. The Ogaden area was destabilised again in 2007: the 

Ogaden National Liberation Front (ONLF) and the Ethiopian government clashed frequently until a 

peace agreement was signed in 20188. On the other hand, the tension among the three major ethnic 

groups, Oromo, Amhara and Tigrean, escalated during the study period, and new conflicts were 

reported in the Tigray area as well as in Amhara region9–11. 

 

4. South Sudan 

Following the long-standing conflicts between the ethnic African rebels in southern Sudan and 

the Arab-dominated government in the North, a peace deal was made in 2005, making ways for the 

referendum in 2011, in which 99% voted for the separation of southern Sudan from the North12,13. The 

southern Sudan thus gained independence and was named as South Sudan. As the negotiation 

between South Sudan and Sudan over sharing of oil revenue and debt continued, the tribal conflicts 

inside South Sudan added more challenges to the young nation’s path to stability and development13. 
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