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Abstract: Tripping hazards on the sidewalk cause many falls annually, and the inspection and repair
of these hazards cost cities millions of dollars. Currently, there is not an efficient and cost-effective
method to monitor the sidewalk to identify any possible tripping hazards. In this paper, a new
portable device is proposed using an Intel RealSense D415 RGB-D camera to monitor the sidewalks,
detect the hazards, and extract relevant features of the hazards. This paper first analyzes the effects of
environmental factors contributing to the device’s error and compares different regression techniques
to calibrate the camera. The Gaussian Process Regression models yielded the most accurate predictions
with less than 0.09 mm Mean Absolute Errors (MAEs). In the second phase, a novel segmentation
algorithm is proposed that combines the edge detection and region-growing techniques to detect
the true tripping hazards. Different examples are provided to visualize the output results of the
proposed method.

Keywords: trips and stumbles; falls; sidewalk; tripping hazards; edge detection; error
prediction; calibration

1. Introduction

Tripping is a major concern especially for elderly people, as it is a primary cause of falls leading
to serious injuries. Cracked pavement, loose tiles, bumps, and potholes are just a few examples of
sidewalk hazards that cause trip-related injuries and remain undetected. Cities in Ontario, Canada
are liable for damages to a person if they do not repair raised edges in sidewalks greater than 20 mm
(0.75 in) on public property according to the Minimum Maintenance Standards [1]. The International
Building Code in the United States calls for beveling any changes in elevation greater than 6 mm
(0.25 in) [2]. Cities only perform sidewalk inspection once a year, as the inspection alone costs the city
thousands of dollars [1]. For example, in the city of Hamilton, the sidewalk inspections cost about
$60,000 annually, and still the city’s Risk Management department is concerned about the accuracy of
inspection information [3]. In 2012, Hamilton paid $2.5 million in liability claims due to stumbles over
cracks in sidewalks [4]. The inspection is often done manually by summer students, patrolling the
city’s sidewalks and measuring the depths and size of the cracks with a ruler. This method is not only
unable to provide accurate and consistent measurements, but it is also time consuming and expensive.

To the best of our knowledge, no systematic way exists to monitor and scan sidewalks. Walkway
hazards are particularly dangerous, since they are often difficult to see. The risk of not seeing the
hazards can be increased when people are distracted by diverse reasons such as texting, talking on
the phone, holding a child’s hand, or by simply looking at the merchandise in a store. In addition,
the risk may increase when there is not enough lighting at night, making the danger even more difficult
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to perceive. Automated sidewalk inspection is desirable for the city and government, as it provides
an accurate assessment of the hazards while being economical. Automatic inspection will prevent
lawsuits, eliminate the need for manual inspection, and prevent injuries.

In this paper, a novel cost-effective portable sidewalk monitoring system is proposed that scans
the sidewalk and outputs a 3D image of the hazard to extract the important features such as average
depth, maximum and minimum depths, and the size of the hazard. We first evaluate different Machine
Learning (ML) models to predict the error of the chosen device, the Intel RealSense D415, considering
different environmental factors. Once the error is predicted, it can be eliminated to obtain a more
accurate depth image, which is crucial for the detection of cracks. Subsequently, we proposed a novel
algorithm to detect tripping hazards using a combination of region-growing and edge segmentation
with the depth map output from the camera. The combination of these two goals creates a device that
accurately scans sidewalks to determine tripping hazards.

2. Literature Review

2.1. Pavement and Crack Analysis

Several attempts have been conducted to scan pavement with various technologies [5-20].
Ai et al. used Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) technology to detect characteristics in sidewalks
including width, grade, and slopes [5]. LIDAR instruments have been used to extract the landscape
characteristics [21-24], however based on a study in the US [24], the accuracy of LiDAR is typically
15-20 cm (~6 in) and 1/3-1 m for vertical and horizontal measurements, respectively. Therefore,
this technology does not provide enough accuracy to detect small cracks and their depths. Research
has also been conducted to detect tripping hazards on construction sites using a variety of depth
and color camera fusion approaches [6]. These methods were mainly used to detect large objects
using the Microsoft Kinect V2 [6]. Bitelli et al. used laser scanning techniques on various types of
asphalt to characterize the texture and road performance [7]. This method used triangulation lasers
to determine the pavement’s quality and roughness for the evaluation of the safety of the road [7].
Although an accurate surface profile was achieved, it was not used to detect cracks and was mainly
used for classifying pavement types [7]. A commercially available, patented device called the Fugro
Roadware Automatic Road Analyzer (ARAN), used in the United States, is attached to motor vehicles
that survey highways at a high speed to monitor road conditions and detect cracks in the asphalt [8].
A light illuminates the pavement as a vehicle passes, and stereoscopy is used to measure the depths [8].
Other devices are the RoadCrack used in Australia, the PAVUE used in the Netherlands, and HARRIS
used by the UK Transport Research Lab (TRL) [25]. A study by the TRL shows that these commercial
systems have difficulty when detecting joints, patches, road markings, and road edges, leading to over
detection [25]. In addition, these devices are not applicable to sidewalks. Other studies used RGB
cameras with image processing, morphological operations, or machine learning to detect the cracks in
concrete [9-19]. Zhang et al. used Convolutional Neural Networks on still photos to determine if a
crack was present [20]. They found that the precision, recall, and F-score were superior with the deep
learning algorithm compared to Support Vector Machine or Boosting algorithms [20]. However, these
devices do not provide any information regarding the depth and size of the cracks, as they only used
RGB images.

2.2. Comparison of Available Depth Measurement Techniques and Devices

Depth measurement technologies have been developed for a variety of applications [26-32].
The accuracies of these techniques can vary from sub-millimeter to centimeters. The laser triangulation
method uses trigonometry to calculate the depth of the object. A single laser beam is projected onto the
object, and the reflected beam falls incident on the receiving sensor at a certain angle [26]. This angle is
used to calculate the distance [26]. Laser triangulation is an accurate method and works best on flat,
non-reflective surfaces [27]. It can output depth with an accuracy and precision in the micrometer
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range. However, this technology is prone to error when measuring textured and uneven surfaces, as in
the case of sidewalks. In this case, the laser can be deflected and not transmitted back to the receiving
sensor [28]. Additionally, many of these devices output a single depth value to their built-in display,
which adds a step of transferring the data to a computer, making it difficult to post process the data to
improve the accuracy.

Unlike triangulation, structured light and stereoscopy technology provide a depth map over a
grid of pixels instead of the depth of a single point, which is more appropriate for our application.
Stereoscopy is a method of depth detection that uses bipolar vision similar to the human eyes.
Two cameras are used to capture the scene, with a known offset between the two, which is called
disparity [29]. The two images are combined to give the depth of each pixel in the scene. Stereoscopy
works best in high exposure and cannot capture smooth surfaces easily [30]. To combat this, the Intel
RealSense Depth Camera D400-series can perform active stereoscopy, where an array of light beams
is projected onto the surface in an attempt to mimic a textured surface [31]. This method of active
stereoscopy is similar to structured light methods. Structured light cameras create a depth map by
emitting different patterns or structures of laser points onto the scene. As the array hits the surface,
it is deformed, and a camera calculates the depth based on the level of deformation [30]. There are
several devices that use this technology for 3D scanning applications, including the Orbecc Astra-S
and the Intel RealSense SR300. Structured light does not provide accurate measurements in outdoor
environments, since it is sensitive to optical interference, such as sunlight [30].

A study by Giancola et al. showed that the Astra-S had a larger bias at 1000 mm compared to
the Kinect V2 and the depth camera D415, despite having a lower uncertainty [30]. It was also more
sensitive to ambient light changes in the outdoor environment and performed better on non-textured
surfaces [30]. Vit and Shani’s study compared the Astra-S, the Intel SR300, Intel D435, and the Kinect V2
for object detection under various natural lighting conditions [33]. For all lighting conditions, the Intel
D435 outperformed the others by providing higher quality depth information with a higher fill rate
and more accurate size estimation [33]. The Astra-S underperformed in nearly all categories, and the
SR300 was applicable only for short ranges, as expected [33]. Carfagni et al. compared the D415 to its
predecessor the SR300 and found that they performed relatively similarly at short ranges [34]. Intel has
stated that the D415 depth camera performs better than the D435 for short-range and high-accuracy
applications [31].

Several devices and methods were investigated for our application. The main criteria were to be
cost effective and to be able to detect depth accurately in lit areas on textured surfaces. Triangulation
was investigated as it is accurate but only measures single points at a time, and it does not work well
on textured surfaces [27]. An array of 20 Time of Flight (ToF) sensors was also tested but did not
provide accurate enough results for our application. Considering the price, availability, depth reading
range, and accuracy results found in [30,33,34], the D415 depth camera was chosen for extracting the
features of tripping hazards in different environmental conditions. This is an economical solution as
the RealSense D415 only costs $149 USD [35].

2.3. Current Calibration Techniques for Depth Cameras

Calibration is an important step to achieve a highly accurate representation of the real world in
the captured images. Calibration is used to determine the relation between the camera’s pixels and
the real world units (e.g., millimeters). Generally, even after calibration, the errors may not be fully
removed. The RealSense cameras are factory calibrated, and it is recommended not to re-calibrate
the device unless there are significant errors including a subpixel error above 0.2, poor fill rate, or an
error greater than 3% [36,37]. The dynamic calibration performed on the RealSense device is twofold:
(1) A rectification calibration is done to reduce the holes in the depth image and increase fill rate,
(2) A depth scale calibration is done to align the depth and camera images [36]. The dynamic calibration
optimizes the extrinsic parameters, and the intrinsic parameters such as distortion, principal point,
and field of view are not dynamically calibrated. According to Intel’s documentation [36], after factory
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calibration, there is still a possibility of having up to 3% error, which will have a large impact on
our specific application on the depth measurement of tripping hazards. In general, the RealSense
documentation indicates that the error is on average 2% at a 2 m distance and decreases as the device
is moved closer to the scanned object.

Various studies proposed calibration procedures and techniques for RGB-D cameras. Zhang et al.
created one of the most widely used camera calibration techniques, using a checkerboard pattern
with a known size [38]. There have been several improvements to this technique over the years.
Fuersattel et al. developed a novel way to perform stereo calibration to align laser scanner and RGB
information [39]. The maximum accuracy obtained was 1.3 mm or 0.2 pixels [39]. Cabrera et al.
attempted to remove the RMS (Root Mean Square) error. This method could be used on all types
of RGB-D cameras (structured light, time of flight, or stereo) by using a common checkerboard
technique [40]. A curve-fitting technique was used to obtain the RMS as a function of distance to the
checkerboard and was tested using Kinect and Zed devices [40]. Chen et al. also created a calibration
technique that shows the error as a function of distance to the scanned object, using motion capture [41].
Yamazoe et al. developed a calibration technique for the Kinect based on Zhang’s method with a
novel way to estimate intrinsic parameters [42]. These calibration techniques only consider the error
versus distance to the scanned object or errors within the camera’s intrinsic properties and do not
consider other factors including environmental parameters such as temperature and light. Therefore,
this paper attempts to find an adaptive calibration technique that considers different factors such as
light, temperature, distance from the object, the angle of the camera, and the pixel depth, as well as the
camera’s different resolutions. This technique will enhance our ability to extract the tripping hazards
features accurately.

2.4. Region Growing and Edge Detection

Image segmentation is a fundamental task in crack detection. Region-based and edge-based
segmentation are two of the main image segmentation classifications. The process of region growing,
introduced by Adams and Bischof, takes one seed (a starting pixel) and finds neighboring pixels using
a threshold to categorize the pixels into regions [43]. Since then, several improvements have been
made to the region-growing algorithms, mainly in the seed selection procedure [44-51]. For example,
Isa et al. used k-mean clustering to modify seed selection of the edge detection algorithm analyzed
on Pap smear images [44]. Fan et al. developed a method to automatically select a seed by taking
the centroid of the edge regions as the initial seed [45]. Different studies showed that the fusion of
edge and region information can improve the segmentation algorithms [44,47,48,50,51]. Wang and
Yang used edge linking and region grouping to segment images by detecting and linking the edges to
form contained regions [46]. Pavlidis and Liow found that combining region growing and edge-based
methods can provide better results compared to using each method individually [47]. Luo et al. tested
a new algorithm on ultrasound images that used a multi-objective particle swarm optimization to
combine edge and region information to segment the image [48]. Chen et al. used a Canny edge
detection output as one of the seed selection conditions to achieve initial seeds [49]. In this paper,
we used a similar approach; however, we took all edges detected by the Canny method as seeds to
effectively grow regions around the edges based on a customized threshold value. This threshold was
obtained from the standards for sidewalk tripping hazards [2] and can be easily changed if required.

3. Materials and Methods

The Intel RealSense depth camera D415 was used which utilizes stereoscopy with an Active IR
Stereo and an integrated RGB sensor. This camera has a Field of View (FOV) of 65° in the horizontal
direction, 40° in the vertical direction, and 72° in the diagonal direction. The resolution ranges from
424 % 280 to 280 x 720. The frame rate ranges from 6 to 90 fps with a rolling shutter on the depth sensor.

In this paper, a new method is proposed to detect sidewalk cracks by the Intel RealSense D415
using a combination of region and edge segmentation. Several ML models were evaluated to predict
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the errors and correct the pixel values, accordingly. Different feature selections are used to see which
factors contribute the most to our prediction error. The output from the best ML model was removed
from the pixels to obtain the final calibrated images. Subsequently, image processing algorithms were
performed on the calibrated images to estimate the characteristics of the tripping hazards.

3.1. Error Elimination Algorithms

3.1.1. Data Collection

The camera was attached to a leveled test rig and pointed downward at the surface of interest
to capture data, as shown in Figure 1. Various data collections were performed to analyze the
environmental effects on the camera.

Frame

D415 camera

surface

Figure 1. Test rig for D415.

For training our ML model, the data were collected on leveled rough surfaces (textured but with
no large cracks or bumps) in both indoor and outdoor environments. The indoor trials were performed
on either flat carpet or on a flat wooden surface with a printed image of a rough surface placed on
top. The outdoor data were collected on flat concrete or asphalt with no cracks. The entire surface
was scanned to obtain each pixel’s depth reading, and the center region was selected as the Region of
Interest (ROI). The disparity chosen for each trial was the one that gave no noise or holes in the ROI,
such that all pixels in the ROI were properly measured. Disparity varies with the resolution and height
of the device, so the disparity was adjusted using trial and error for each height/resolution combination.
If pixels in the ROI were not being measured properly, the trial was repeated. In total, 1462 data points
were collected with the following features:

e  Resolution: Three resolution options were tested for all trials at different heights. The resolutions
were high (1280 x 640), medium (640 x 320), and low (424 x 240).

e Distance from the objects: The heights ranged from 130 to 290 mm. Each height at each resolution
was recorded three times, and the mean value is used as a feature.

e Light: The data were collected in both indoor and outdoor environments with lights on/off and
with sunlight and shade. The order that the data was captured for the light trials was alternated.

e  Temperature: The temperature of the RealSense device gradually increases as the device is in
use and tends to increase more when the laser projector is enabled. Generally, it takes about
10-15 minutes for the device to reach a steady-state temperature when the laser is not enabled.
With the room temperature of 22 °C, the steady-state temperature is in the range of 38—42 °C.
Two temperature tests were conducted on the device. In the first experiment, the device was
continuously operating in room temperature until it reached a steady state. The device operating
temperature and the distance measurements were performed continuously (about every 20 s) as
it heated up. In the second experiment, the device was heated up to 60 °C and cooled down to
20 °C by using a heat gun and cooler. The data was also captured continuously every 20 s.
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3.1.2. Proposed Error Prediction Models

The performance of prediction models mainly depends on the training data quality, extracted
features, and learning algorithms. The prediction model has been formulated as follows.

With p extracted features, given a set W = {wy, w», ..., w,} of captured outputs from the camera
and a set A ={ay, ay, ... , a;} of actual errors, the goal is to find the best prediction model C, such that
for any wy that contains a feature set Fx = {fy 1, fx,2, - - - , fip), the predicted error (the difference between
the averaged depth of the pixels in the ROI and the true distance of the camera to the ground) 4 =
C(Fy) is as identical as possible to the actual error during w.

In our experiment, we have initially trained the models with nine features including: (1) resolution
(3 levels), (2) indoor/outdoor, (3) actual distance from object (in the range of (130-290 cm)), (4) lighting
(4 levels), (5) temperature, (6) projector status (on/off), (7) if heater/cooler is used, (8) the angle of
the camera versus level (0°), and (9) the range of the outputs from ROI by the camera defined
as maximum distance—minimum distance. Eight different regression techniques were evaluated
including Gaussian Process (GP), linear, and quadratic regressions with different parameters; the main
objective of implementing different regression models was to review, compare, and evaluate their
performance for our error prediction application.

Based on the RealSense documentation, the error increases quadratically as the height increases
from 0 to 4 m [37]. In our application, we are interested in low height ranges, as these have the
smallest error. Therefore, when the height is from 0 to 1 m, the relationship can be approximated
as linear, as it is one small section of the parabola where the slopes are similar. This linearity is
also observed when analyzing the true height compared to the measured average height in our
dataset. Thus, four linear models were tested including simple linear regression, linear regression
with interaction effects, and Robust and Stepwise linear regressions. In order to compare with [37],
a quadratic regression was also tested. In addition, we have evaluated three non-linear regression
models. The Gaussian Process Regression (GPR) models are non-parametric, Bayesian approaches for
a supervised learning problem with a set of random variables where any finite number of them have a
joint Gaussian distribution [52,53]. One major limitation of GPR is the computational cost for large
datasets [54]. However, studies showed that this method performs well on small datasets, which is the
case of our error prediction [55]. GPR models are specified by their mean function m(x) and covariance
function k(x,x’). The covariance function is usually parameterized by a set of kernel parameters or
hyperparameters, 0 as k(x,x’|0) [56]. In this paper, we used three different types of kernels listed in
including Rational Quadratic, Squared Exponential, and 5/2 Matern. We have used 10-fold and holdout
cross-validation to prevent possible overfitting and provide better generalization ability.

3.2. Crack Detection Algorithm

In this paper, tripping hazards are defined as two surfaces that have a minimum of 6 mm vertical
offset from each other. The standard in many municipalities in the USA is to only repair sidewalk
cracks that are larger than 6 mm (0.25 in) and 20 mm in Ontario, Canada. These height differences
are still potentially a tripping hazard for those with lower Minimum Foot Clearance (MFC) [1,57,58].
The average MFC in an older population is often reported to be less than 20 mm. Therefore, in the
proposed algorithm, we have set the threshold value to the US standard of 6 mm. This threshold can
be customized based on the required sensitivity and application requirements.

The captured pictures are first filtered using the Intel RealSense’s built-in filters, including the
decimation, spatial, temporal, and hole-filling filters (Figure 2a—c). Then, the user is able to select the
desired ROl in a designed Graphical User Interfaces (GUI) in MATLAB. This region can be re-selected at
any time or the entire image can be used (Figure 2d). A Canny Edge Detection algorithm is performed
to isolate the edges in the images. An example has been shown in Figure 2e. This method first applies
a Gaussian filter to reduce the noise of the image. Then, it uses two threshold values to detect the weak
and strong edges. The output will include the weak edges only if they are connected to the strong
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edges. Finally, the edge map is binarized, and edges that are close to each other are merged to obtain
Figure 2f.

(f) " h)

Figure 2. Visualization of each step of the crack detection algorithm showing (a) the original tripping
hazard in the sidewalk, (b) the depth map of the captured frame, (c) the filtered depth map, (d) the Region
of Interest (ROI), (e) the edges using Canny Edge Detection Algorithm, (f) edges after removing small
edges and filling in small gaps between edges, (g) the image after segmentation in shades of gray and
the true edges shown by the red line, (h) the final detection of the tripping hazard.

After these initial steps, the proposed segmentation technique is applied to detect the “true edges”,
which are potential edges that can be considered as tripping hazards (Figure 2g). To remove the
variations and possible errors of the detected edges, it is essential to perform segmentation around
each edge and consider the averaged depth to determine if there was truly an edge. Thus, in this
paper, a new segmentation algorithm is proposed that divides the regions surrounding the detected
edges (seeds) into segments that include pixels with similar depth. This is done by assigning different
numerical labels to the segments. Assume that the pixels of the detected edges are labeled as y;,
and the eight neighboring pixels of the edge are evaluated (x1.g), as shown in Figure 3. If the edge pixel
and the neighboring pixel have a similar depth (<3 mm), the neighboring pixel is labeled with the
same label as the current pixel (y;), and the neighbor becomes the next pixel to be analyzed. Pixels
with the same labels will be placed in one segment. This step is repeated for all edges’ pixels, until
a neighboring pixel x; has a depth difference greater than 3 mm from the current pixel y; or until
all x; pixels within a 50-pixel radius from y; have been labeled. This cut-off radius has been used to
reduce the execution time of the algorithm by only analyzing the regions of interest, which are regions
surrounding the detected edges. If the edge pixel and the neighboring pixel have a depth difference
greater than 3 mm, the neighboring pixel x; will be relabeled with a different label to show that this
pixel belongs to another segment. This step is repeated until all the connected pixels within a 50-pixel
radius of the detected edge are labeled. If the difference between the depths of the two pixels is greater
than 6 mm, these pixels are labeled as a “true edge”. In Figure 2g, the true edge is shown in red,
and the segments are shown in different shades of gray. The different shades are only used to visualize
the segments and do not represent any information about the depth values. After the segmentation
step, any possible slits are identified by analyzing the distance between each detected crack edge and
are removed from the image, as presented in Figure 2h. In this paper, we assume that the slits are
not considered as the tripping hazards. An example of a slit is shown in Figure 4. The segmentation
process is repeated for each frame captured by the camera while scanning the sidewalk.
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4

pixels within a 50 pixel radius .

Figure 4. Diagram and an example of a slit.

4. Results and Discussion

4.1. Error Prediction Results

In this section, first, we report the outcomes from the proposed error prediction model and
then use the estimated error to increase the accuracy of our tripping hazards detection technique.
The holdout and 10-fold cross-validation are used to ensure the validity of the error prediction models.
For the holdout, we randomly selected 70% of the dataset for training and tested the algorithms on the
remaining 30% of the data. For 10-fold cross-validation, the model is trained using nine of the folds
as training data, and the obtained model is validated on the remaining part of the data to compute
the accuracy. The Mean Absolute Error (MAE) from the 10-fold and holdout cross-validation for each
of the eight prediction models are obtained and shown in Table 1. The results showed that the GPR
models (non-linear) provide lower MAEs compared to linear and quadratic models for both holdout
and 10-fold cross-validation.

Table 1. Mean Absolute Error (MAE) for all models using holdout and 10-Fold validation with all
nine features.

Method Kernel/Specifier MAE (mm)
Holdout 10-Fold
Gaussian Process (M1) Rational Quadratic 0.18 0.11
Gaussian Process (M2) Squared Exponential 0.18 0.12
Gaussian Process (M3) 5/2 Matern 0.20 0.12
Linear (M4) Simple 0.56 0.56
Linear (M5) with Interactions 0.23 0.20
Linear (M6) Robust 0.46 0.20
Linear (M7) Stepwise 0.23 0.39

Quadratic (M8) NA 0.21 0.21
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Different feature selection (FS) algorithms were used to select features that contribute the most to
our prediction model and to reduce any chance of overfitting. We chose to use filter methods, since
they do not suffer from the high computational cost associated with repeatedly invoking the learning
algorithms, and they can be used with all model types. The chosen filters were mainly from the Feature
Selection Library by Roffo [59], including the Correlation-based Feature Selection (CES), the Local
Learning-based Clustering Feature Selection (LLCFS), and the Laplacian Score, which are unsupervised
techniques. The Relief-F and Neighboring Component Analysis (NCA) with regularization were also
tested, which are included as supervised methods.

In general, CFS can outperform the wrapper on small datasets [60]; therefore, it is an appropriate
feature selection for our regression problem. The CFS algorithm attempts to maximize the following
objective in its heuristic search strategy [60].

kr s

Ms = (1)

k+ k(l - k)?ff

where M; is the heuristic merit of feature subset S with k features, rcf is the average feature-class
correlation, and 7 is the mean feature-feature inter-correlation. Here, CFS starts from an empty set of
features and uses a forward best first search. The search is considered completed once five consecutive
fully expanded subsets resulted in no improvement over the current best subset. The LLCFS algorithm
uses neighbors to find a good clustering output by a Kernel Machine [61]. A weight is assigned to
each feature, which is incorporated into the regularization. Weights are iteratively estimated as the
data are clustered [62]. The Laplacian Score has been developed based on the fundamentals of the
Laplacian Eigenmap and Locality Preserving Projection [63]. In this method, the locality preserving
power is used to determine the importance of the feature, and a nearest neighbor graph is created [63].
The algorithm determines which features follow the graph’s structure to assign it a weight [59]. In this
case, the affinity matrix was formed using k-Nearest Neighbor and the Heat Kernel weight mode,
which determines how the neighbors are selected and how the graph is modeled [63].

NCA with regularization is a subset of the k-Nearest Neighbor (KNN) algorithm, which searches
the neighbors of a trial (i.e., those with similar input data) to determine the expected response [64].
NCA is a non-parametric method where a gradient ascent technique is used with KNN to maximize
the accuracy by using a regularization parameter lambda that prevents overfitting [64]. Several lambda
values were tested to determine which value resulted in the smallest loss to determine the most accurate
predictor weights. The Relief-F algorithm is also a subset of the KNN algorithm, which penalizes
predictors that give varying responses to neighbors in the same class and rewards those that do
not [65]. It iteratively and randomly chooses a trial, finding the nearest neighboring observations,
using intermediate weights to compute the final weight [65]. Figure 5 denotes the normalized weights
obtained from all five algorithms. Considering all five methods, the important features are height (4),
range (5), temperature (6), and angle error (8). All models were retrained using these four features.
The results are shown in Figure 6.

2
@Relief-f @NCA @LS CCFS [1LLCFS
15

WEIGHTS
—

05 -

@ @ ©) O] ©) ©) @) ®) O)
FEATURES

Figure 5. Weights from five feature selection algorithms after normalization.
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Figure 6. MAEs with and without feature selection for (a) holdout with 30% and (b) 10-fold cross-validation.

It was observed that after feature selection, all GPR models (M1, M2, and M3) provide lower
MAEs; however, the MAEs for all linear (M4, M5, M6, M7) and quadratic (M8) models increased after
feature selection in both holdout and 10-fold cross-validation. This indicated that even though the
features that are removed are shown not to be relatively important, they are still contributing to a
better error prediction in these models. The GPR models remain the best predictors with MAEs of
0.09 mm for all three models in 10-fold cross-validation. This is also confirmed by the distribution and
the standard deviations of the errors in Figure 7. Although the maximum error increases in M1, M2,
and M3 after feature selection, the results are more stable compared to the same models trained with
all features. This conclusion has also been highlighted in Figure 8a—c in Bland—Altman plots where the
confidence interval around the mean values shrinks after feature selection. Furthermore, the linear
models M5 and M7 have similar mean errors (MAEs) and upper/lower bounds according to Figures
6a, 7 and 8e,g. However, M5 provides a lower MAE with 10-fold cross-validation with and without
feature selections, as seen in Figure 6b. The performance of the quadratic model also decreased after
feature selection based on Figure 6, Figure 7, and Figure 8h. Overall, M3 was the best model with the
lowest MAE and standard deviation considering both holdout and 10-fold cross-validation.

3 M1 M2 M3 M4 M5 M6 M7 M8
2 i T o i .
I — . 3 . - T :
{ofmet| || | L 8
g o : - ([ -~
. HE g 3 J : g i s
- 8 ) ° 0 ° E
.o § . . o o
2 1 § 1 o
-3 °

Figure 7. Error bars shown in blue and gray for models without and with feature selection, respectively
with holdout validation.
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Figure 8. The Bland-Altman plots for error values before and after feature selection for (a) M1, (b) M2,
(c) M3, (d) M4, (e) M5, (f) M6, (g) M7, and (h) M8. The blue shaded areas represent the confidence
intervals around the mean.
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The RealSense website has shown that height alone has a direct impact on the error [37]. Therefore,
we compared the results with simple linear and quadratic regression using height as the only input,
as shown in Table 2. This table shows that the other features play a key role in predicting the error in a
quadratic model where the error increased from 0.21 to 0.38 mm (=80%)-0.61 mm (x190%) with nine,
four, and one feature, respectively. However, these addition features do not have a significant effect in
predicting the error when using linear regression (=10% difference when using nine and one features).

Table 2. MAE for simple linear and quadratic models with a different number of features.

MAE (mm)
Method 9 Features 4 Features 1 Feature
Holdout 10-fold Holdout 10-fold Holdout 10-fold
Linear (M5) 0.56 0.56 0.60 0.60 0.63 0.62
Quadratic (M9) 0.21 0.21 0.38 0.36 0.61 0.60

4.2. Visual Output of the Proposed Crack Detection Algorithm

The results of the proposed method are compared with the ground truth obtained from the
calibrated images with less than 0.1 mm MAE. First, all pixels that have differences of 6 mm with
neighboring pixels are selected; then, a trained researcher manually selected the ground truth based
on the visual examination of the color and the depth images. The results are also compared with the
conventional Sobel algorithm. This method was selected since both Canny and Sobel are based on
the gradients of the images. Sobel uses the convolution of the image and a gradient kernel without
any thresholding or hysteresis suppression. Based on the nature of our application, we just need to
determine if an image includes any possible tripping hazards, so that the city’s inspectors will be
informed of the detection and location of the hazards to investigate the area closely. Therefore, in this
case, we need a high precision of detection but not necessarily to detect all the pixels of the hazard.
To compare our algorithm with the Sobel method, we determined the precision, recall, and F-measure.
For each example, the ROI was selected 10 times and the average precision values obtained 57% and
43% for the proposed and the Sobel algorithm, respectively. Figures 9 and 10 show different examples
in one selected ROL

In our specific application, we are filtering the detected edge pixels based on the definition of the
tripping hazards (>6 mm); thus, as expected, the average recall (Sensitivity) was lower in our method
compared to Sobel (50% versus 60%). However, the average F-measure of the proposed method
was slightly higher (52%) than the conventional one (50%). The main advantage of our proposed
method is its low false positive rate, which is highlighted in the examples that contain slits in Figure 10.
These examples are excluded from the precision, recall, and F-measure calculations, since they all are
perfectly detected with the proposed method with no true positives (edge pixels) or false negatives.
As depicted in Figure 10, the conventional Sobel algorithm was over-detecting the slits as cracks. If the
slit is wide enough, a foot could fit in the gap, causing a trip. Our algorithm calculates the width of the
slit to determine if they are hazardous, so wide slits would still be considered tripping hazards. In our
proposed algorithm, a crack is considered a tripping hazard and needs to be repaired if any portion of
it is being detected.

The main goal of this study was to provide a new affordable solution for extracting features
of walkway tripping hazards. This study focuses on hazards in the form of edges and abrupt
discontinuities in sidewalks. However, it is also likely that a trip happens when no edge is present.
For example, changes in the slope (gradual humps in the ground) would not be detected by the
current algorithm and is one of the limitations of the proposed method. The high accuracy of the Intel
RealSense demonstrated in this paper shows that the device also has the potential to detect these types
of hazards, which can be the subject of future publications.
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The main reason for trip-related falls is inadequate Minimum Foot Clearance (MFC) in the
mid-swing phase of the gait cycle when the foot is at maximum speed [66]. The current methods to
identify tripping hazards do not account for the variability of the MFC amongst people with different
health conditions. Research has found that MFCs for healthy young and older adults are in the range of
12.9 + 6.2 mm and 11.2 + 5 mm, respectively [57]. Additionally, evidence shows that MFC can decrease
even further, with a many elderly people having an MFC below 6 mm [57]. Therefore, even a small
unevenness in the sidewalk can pose a high risk of trips and subsequent falls. Moreover, performing
multiple tasks when walking, obstructed visibility, and having fallen in the past can all be factors
leading to a significantly lower MFC and subsequently falling [67,68]. Despite the knowledge of the
MEC range, cities only repair sidewalk cracks greater than 20 mm in Canada and 6 mm in the USA.
This leads to a large unaddressed discrepancy and could result in an increased number of falls [1,58].
Although there is no universally accepted interpretation of the tripping hazards, our tool can provide a
vision-based inspection system for tripping hazards assessment. To the best of our knowledge, this is
the first study that proposed an automated solution for tripping hazards inspection in sidewalks.
The proposed low-cost technique can help cities perform annual inspections.

ROI ¥

Proposed Method

Sobel Method

(@) (b) (©) (d)

Figure 9. (a—d) are examples of crack detection algorithm performed on tripping hazards found
in the sidewalk where the first row shows the ROI images, the second row shows the images after
segmentation with the crack outlined in red, the third row shows the final results of our proposed edge
detection algorithm, the fourth row is the ground truth images, and the fifth row shows the output of
the conventional Sobel algorithm.
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ROI 8

Segmentation

Proposed Method

Ground Truth

(@)

Figure 10. (a-d) are examples of our crack detection algorithm performed on slits, which are not
considered tripping hazards where the first row shows the ROI images, the second row shows the
images after segmentation with the crack outlined in red, the third row shows the final result of our
edge detection algorithm, the fourth row shows the ground truth images, and the fifth row shows 5.
Conclusions and Future Work.

This paper presents a real-time sidewalk scanner to detect cracks as one type of tripping hazard.
The Intel RealSense D415 is used to capture the depth images and generate profiles of the hazards.
In the first section of this paper, we proposed a calibration method that uses different features and ML
models for predicting the error. The Gaussian Process Regression model yielded the most accurate
results to estimate the error. The error is predicted and used to calibrate the initial bias of the camera.
In the second part, a novel algorithm was presented to detect cracks in the image by segmenting the
calibrated depth map by combining edge detection and region growing. The results were presented
using different examples of real-world tripping hazards.

The major limitation of this paper is that only the average depth reading is predicted,
not the individual error found in each pixel. It is best used on flat ground, as a calibration technique
before the device starts detecting cracks. The average error is subtracted from each individual pixel,
which could lead to some inaccuracies, as the actual error of each pixel can vary. Further research
must be done to attempt to predict the error in all pixels dynamically and remove them as the device
moves. Additionally, the crack detection algorithm will be improved in the future to detect various
obstructions, including grass-covered cracks. It can also be expanded to detect slopes and bumps in
sidewalks that are not edges but can also contribute to trips and stumbles.
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