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STATEMENT OF DR HOWARD W. MIELKE, DEPARTMENT OF GE-
OGRAPHY, MACALESTER COLLEGE, AND MEMBER OF THE
LEAD COALITION OF MINNESOTA
Dr. Mierxe. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. I am Howard

Mielke. [ am a taacher, a researcher, & parent, an urban citizen, I

represent the Lead Cealition, I appreciate the opportunity to

appear before this committes to discuss our understending of the
seriousness of the laad problem.

The Lead Coelition iz an organization thet represants a number
af civie and envirenmental groups and individual citizens in Min-

nesota. The group formed when it became clear that the nesd for &
low-lead environment for our children was not being met, We are
parents and adults who speak for the children in our society who
cannet gpeak for themsalves,

o [ will summarize my statement by meking three points concern-
ing lead in the city, urban lead and children, and the urgency for
ac::qg immediately to ban the major serosel source of legd: leaded
gousoline

My firzt point iz that the current combination of publiz hi hways
and the use of leaded gasoline causes &n accumulation of ?{Bsd in
the heart of our major citiea. I have with me some soil samples
from play areas in Minneapolis in an inner-city community called
Cedar Hiverside. But these soils could be from Manchester, V'T;
Boise, ID; Seattle, WA; Dallas, TX; or Farge, ND—every major city
in the United States.

The samples came from s densely populated ares, an urban com-
munity that has very high teaffic flows through it. And in the ap
pendix to my statement [ compare these samples from Cedar River-
side with some samples that were collected around a community
with a lead-producing plant, alse in Minneapolis.

The State of Minnesota cited the lead plant because it was con-
tributing too high an air emission to the envircnment. Yet whan
you look at the mmbisnt environmental lead levels, you find that
the inner city hag twice the levels ns were found in the neighbor
hood of the lead plant.

Why has this heppened? In Minnesote we have arsund 10,000
pounds of lead aercacls from secondary smelters and producers per
year which is being controlled by the State,

By comperison, motor vehicles emit 2 million pounds of lead ser-
ogols in Minnesota parci-ear. These sercsols are subject to Federal
laws and the State end municipalities are prohibited from deing
anything about them.

inneapolis receives about 300,000 pounds of lead percsols per
year from wehicle exheust, The amount of lead sercsels in Minne-
sota—and in fact, 28 other Statez—increased in 1983 as a result of
changes in Federal standards. The increase in Minnesota was 15 to
20 percent.
who is being protacted by the present law and the present
standards? In Minneaotn, we con do something about lead sarosols
amitted from secondary smelters, which are wvery small, but we
cen't do apything sbout the enorsmous emissions from the majer
source, lead aerosols from gosoline.

My second point concerns 300,000 pounds of lead aerosol dust per
year affect the paople of the city.

Senator Starrorp. You have gbout 1 minute remaining.

Mr. MieLke, Mot all ple are equally sengitive. Children are
the mejor victims. And it turns out that very amsall amounts tenths
of grams—of this sl from Eiay areas of Minneapolis can Futemlal-
ly create gerious health problems to children who regularly play in

o soile and suck their thumbs,

All children are vulnerable to exposure, and one of the situstions
we find, for example, is that children love parsdes. On June 2, my
famﬂl{ and I went to B parade along Grand Avenue, which is a vary
heavily traveled avenue. The children sit on the curbside, and

watch the floats go by, Candy and bubblegum one thrown from the
floats. And thus we find ehildren with very sticky fingers sitting on
the curb with their hands constantly geing back and gorth,_between
their mouths and the ground. The soil lead levels of Grand Avenue
are on the order of 500 to 1,000 parts per million.

So whal we start out with as fun and frolic, ends up being =
tragic situation where children are being exposed to lead aerosols
that have accumulated in the city.

My third peint is that because children ars most sensitive to lead
during the first years of life, waiting 4 more vears to ban leaded
gasoling will expose another generation of children to execessive
lead levels, Since the learning ability of thousands of children and
future citizens are being decreased by lead, there is seme urgency
Lo scting seoner,

Senator SrarrorD. Could you summarize quickly?

Mr. MIELKE. Yes In summary, [ want to say tgat the ity has a
serious design flaw that causes lead to accumulate in it; that the
mejor source of new lead aercsols are leaded gascline; that Federal
law prohibits States and cities from controlling these lead sources:
that children, urban children are at the greatest risk; that sa a
result of the excessive exposure to lead, children are being robbed
of a major resource, their health and their mental ebilities; that
Lhere seems to be no engineering or economic justification to keep
lead in gascline.

_ The needs of the children of our society should take
in order to have a bright future. And with thet, T woul
statement.

M_STEMM Srarrorn. Thank you. Thank you wvery much, Dr.
Mielke.
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