ﬁ Sensors

Article

Performance of Different Crop Models in Simulating
Soil Temperature

Janani Kandasamy 1*(, Yuan Xue 2%, Paul Houser ? and Viviana Maggioni

check for
updates

Citation: Kandasamy, J.; Xue, Y.;
Houser, P.; Maggioni, V. Performance
of Different Crop Models in
Simulating Soil Temperature. Sensors
2023, 23,2891. https://doi.org/
10.3390/523062891

Academic Editors: Francisco
Jesus Moral Garcia, Joao Manuel
Pereira Ramalho Serrano and

Fernando Carvajal-Ramirez

Received: 3 January 2023
Revised: 17 February 2023
Accepted: 3 March 2023
Published: 7 March 2023

Copyright: © 2023 by the authors.
Licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland.
This article is an open access article
distributed under the terms and
conditions of the Creative Commons
Attribution (CC BY) license (https://
creativecommons.org/licenses /by /
4.0/).

1

Sid and Reva Dewberry Department of Civil, Environmental, and Infrastructure Engineering,

George Mason University, Fairfax, VA 22042, USA

Department of Geography and Geoinformation Science, George Mason University, Fairfax, VA 22042, USA
Correspondence: jkandasa@gmu.edu

Abstract: Soil temperature is one of the key factors to be considered in precision agriculture to
increase crop production. This study is designed to compare the effectiveness of a land surface
model (Noah Multiparameterization (Noah-MP)) against a traditional crop model (Environmental
Policy Integrated Climate Model (EPIC)) in estimating soil temperature. A sets of soil temperature
estimates, including three different EPIC simulations (i.e., using different parameterizations) and a
Noah-MP simulations, is compared to ground-based measurements from across the Central Valley
in California, USA, during 2000-2019. The main conclusion is that relying only on one set of model
estimates may not be optimal. Furthermore, by combining different model simulations, i.e., by
taking the mean of two model simulations to reconstruct a new set of soil temperature estimates, it
is possible to improve the performance of the single model in terms of different statistical metrics
against the reference ground observations. Containing ratio (CR), Euclidean distance (dist), and
correlation co-efficient (R) calculated for the reconstructed mean improved by 52%, 58%, and 10%,
respectively, compared to both model estimates. Thus, the reconstructed mean estimates are shown
to be more capable of capturing soil temperature variations under different soil characteristics and
across different geographical conditions when compared to the parent model simulations.

Keywords: soil temperature; land surface modeling; crop model; reconstructed mean; Central
Valley California

1. Introduction

Terrestrial water is crucial for healthy ecosystems, energy, and food production, socio-
economic development, and human survival [1]. The depletion of water resources endan-
gers food security and affects the well-being of the humankind globally [2-5]. Food demand
is facing many challenges, including but not limited to climate variability, water scarcity,
variation in soil fertility, environmental pollution, and change in vegetation pattern [6].
Food demand is expected to be more than 80-100% of the current demand by 2050 [1,7,8].

In agriculture, being the largest water consumption sector, the primary focus to reduce
water scarcity has been on advancing the efficiency of water supply systems and irrigation
water use [5,9,10]. Precision agriculture (PA) is a key technological solution to tackle food
and water scarcity [11]. PA is “a holistic, sustainable, innovative systems approach that
assists farmers in production management” [12]. It is a modern approach based on farm
and irrigation management to improve the efficiency of agricultural resources, thereby
maximizing the crop productivity and yield through technologies that identify, analyze, and
monitor variability within a field and optimize profitability, sustainability, and protection
of the land resources [13-15]. Precision farming has the potential to provide economic and
environmental benefits by reducing the use of water, fertilizers, and pesticides, in addition
to farm equipment, by applying the right amount of input (water, fertilizer, herbicides, etc.)
at the right location and time [16,17].
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Various parameters are involved in plant growth, including water level, soil nutrients,
temperature, and others [18]. Soil temperature is one of the principal factors to be consid-
ered in irrigating agricultural fields, as it influences the geochemical and physiochemical
processes, nutrient release, microbial activity, and organic matter decomposition under the
ground surface [19,20]. High soil temperatures may impact crop stress and reduce crop
yield [21]. For most crops, the optimum soil temperature range is between 20 °C and 30 °C,
and plant growth declines if temperature is outside such bounds [19]. Soil temperature is
also influenced by soil characteristics and meteorological variables, such as air temperature
and solar radiation, which affect plant development, maturation, and a series of biological
and physicochemical soil processes [22-25].

Over the years, numerous field-scale crop models (e.g., Environmental policy Inte-
grated Climate (EPIC)) and continental-scale land surface models (e.g., Noah Multiparame-
terization (Noah-MP)) have been proposed, each with its strengths and weaknesses. All
these models have the capacity to predict a variety of hydrological variables at different
scales, including soil temperature, but none is able to consistently outperform the others
under heterogeneous climatologies and terrains [26-29]. There is no perfect model because
all models are subjective to model errors arising from imperfect model parameterizations,
as well as errors in the boundary conditions. Nevertheless, previous studies have showed
how more robust, reliable, and efficient estimates can be obtained by combining multiple
model simulations [30-33]. In this study, the crop model EPIC and land surface model
Noah-MP are used for soil temperature simulation. Although both Noah-MP and EPIC
have been widely evaluated separately at different locations [25,34-39], to our knowledge,
a side-by-side comparison of their performance has not been done yet, let alone the impact
of combining the two models (different in nature) to produce a new estimate of soil temper-
ature. Table 1 lists the literature reviewed about the simulation process and performance of
EPIC and Noah-MP.

Table 1. Overview of the reviewed sources.

References Model Study Area Year Cl\(;[l;l:il:ld Simulated Parameter Conclusion
G Crop Yield (“Sir.‘g Adequate estimation of
Two sites in different Potential ield (soybean and corn)
[40] EPIC Ontario and 1987-1995 No Evapotranspiration y ybean "
N . Under-prediction of soil
Quebec, Canada estimation) and Soil
Temperature temperature
137] EPIC Alberta, Canada 1992 No Wind Erosion Not accurately
simulated
Experimental Y::?}i(i’i :X:te;r?se Reliable estimates,
[39] EPIC Farm in Foggia 1953 to 1997 No cconomic Znal sis Good Basis for Decision
at Italy ay Support at farm level
(from the yield)
Five sites in the EPIC accounted for 69%
" Soil Organic Carbon of the variability in
[41] EPIC USA and one site 1938-1998 No ol % of th
in Breton, Canada (SOC) yields and 91% of the
’ variability in SOC
137 stations . Better performance in
[28] Noah across the USA 1979-2009 No Soil Temperature the top soil layer
Noah-MP (with Improved heat flux
organic soil Average sensible and prediction in winter,
parameterization BERMS site latent heat flux. Soil OGN simulated soil
[42] (OGN) and without ’ 1998-2009 No PO temperature and soil
. Canada Temperature, and soil N )
organic soil moisture moisture is more
parameterization consistent compared
(€TL) to CTL
Bondville and Yes (Weather LAl crop yield, Soil Noah -MP simulated
Noah-MP-Crop and o Research and . . .
[43] Noah-MP Mead sites in 2001-2006 Forecastin temperature and soil better simulation
Tibetan plateau & moisture compared to Noah-MP

(WREF))
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Table 1. Cont.

Coupled

References Model Study Area Year Model Simulated Parameter Conclusion
Impact of Climate
. change on winter
g e ol Seven sites in the ~ Baseline Period: wheat crop yield . .
System (CSM)- US Pacifi . Maximum uncertainty
acific 1979 to 2010 (Length of growing N .
[44] CropSyst, APSIM, o No (upto 85%) in prediction
Northwest Future projection season, Leaf Area g .
DSSAT, STICS, . of yield is found in CSM
and EPIC (PNW) 2000-2100 Index, Biomass,
Transpiration, Yield
and Harvest Index)
[38] EPIC Five sites in the 19852014 Yes Cirizgcz{slepli: rl:lla?]tjilgf . %?btlilrslt mloa ietl_.fr(l)r +
USA (GILSYM) impact of insecticide prediching pantnsec
o interactions
application
Improved predictability
Hieh Mountain Snow Mass, Soil in snow depth, snow
[45] Noah-MP & . 2007-2008 No Temperature and Soil water equivalent,
Asia .
Moisture surface temperature
and soil temperature
Snow sublimation,
turbulent processes, soil
and Ezri}%lileﬂ; the Snow Cover, Soil atr?de rsrcr)li?locrogiicrt;‘;tt};r
[46] Noah-MP oerune 2010-2011 No Temperature and Soil 01 organic
Qinghai-Tibet Moisture were integrated into the
Plateau (QTP) model to improve the
soil temperature and
moisture simulations
Twenty-four sites Compared to EPIC
France, Germany, Soil temperature Original, EPIC Pseudo
Y, P &
[25] EPIC Italy, Switzerland, 1990 to 2010 No (using three different and EPIC Enhanced
Australia, USA approaches) provided more
and Canada) accurate results
Yes
(PROSAIL and
. PhenoCrop Crop Yield and Improved simulation
[34] Geo-CropSim Nebraska, USA 2012 and 2015 Algorithm Evapotranspiration compared EPIC
coupled in
EPIC)

Both EPIC and Noah-MP are widely used process-based models. We choose not to use
machine learning based algorithms for predicting soil temperature (or other hydrological
variables) because most of these models are considered “black box” [47-50]. We believe
it is important to explain the model behavior based on sound physics. Furthermore, the
California drought and other recent anomalies alert us that we are likely entering a future of
heightened climatological extremes: droughts, heat waves, etc. Under such nonstationary
conditions, these events may fail outside a machine learning training dataset, and therefore
yield sub-optimal estimates.

The main goal of this work is to estimate soil temperature using different models
and compare the performance of each model simulations against ground-based measure-
ments. In this study, soil temperature is estimated using both EPIC (and variations in its
parameterization) and Noah-MP to compare the performance of each model simulation
against ground-based measurements. Three different schemes to calculate soil temperature
are used in EPIC (for a total of three different outputs) and a new set of soil temperature
estimates is also proposed by merging EPIC and Noah-MP through an arithmetic mean.
Statistical metrics are then calculated to quantitatively evaluate the performance of in-
dividual model simulations along with the newly merged estimates. The manuscript is
organized as follows. Section 2 presents the study domain, data, and methodology used
to estimate soil temperature and the statistical metrics used to evaluate different model
simulations. Section 3 summarizes and analyzes the results. Section 4 discusses the major
findings. Conclusions and future research directions are presented in Section 5.
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2. Methodology
2.1. Study Sites

The study focuses on four sites (see Figure 1) located in the Californian Central Valley,
also known as the Great Valley. The Central Valley is a broad, elongated, flat valley
that covers about 20,000 square miles, which corresponds to about 11% of California’s
total land area. The diverse climates across California (highland, cool interior, desert,
Mediterranean) allow for a wide range of agricultural goods to be grown throughout
the state (more than 250 different crops). It is California’s most productive agricultural
region and produces 25% of the Nation’s food, including 40% of the Nation’s vegetables,
fruits, nuts, and other table foods. Historical droughts that affected this region resulted in
severe economic and environmental impacts, which posed a critical challenge to the food
production system [51-56].
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Figure 1. Location of study sites in California.

Four sites (Fresno, Modesto, Parlier, and Corcoran) were selected to evaluate the
performance of different models in simulating soil temperature. These sites are in four
different counties across the Central Valley and characterized by different types of crops
and local conditions. Specifically, the Modesto site is located at a slightly higher elevation
than the others and local activities include herding and agriculture (mainly fruits and nuts).
The Parlier station is characterized by large fields of cotton, grapes, and orchards. The
Fresno site is only used for livestock in small paddock with large pasture settings. The
Corcoran site is adjacent to extensive cotton fields. Since the daily meteorological data
record are incomplete, this site is used to evaluate the reliability of the EPIC simulations.
Please refer to Table 2 for a summary of local characteristics of the four sites.
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Table 2. Geographic and land use information of each study site.
Study Site Latitude Longitude Slope Aspect Elevation (ft) Local Crop Type
Fresno 36°49' N 119°45' W 0.001 5.07 339 Irrigated Pasture
Modesto 37°38' N 121°11' W 0.002 4.90 35 Fruit and nut orchards and nursery
Parlier 36°36' N 119°30' W 0.132 4512 337 Cotton, grapes, and orchards
Corcoran 36°2'25 N 119°34'22 W 0.0008 4.0967 190 Cotton and Tomato

(Source: https:/ /cimis.water.ca.gov/Stations.aspx accessed on 22 August 2022).

2.2. Experimental Set-Up
2.2.1. Noah-MP

The Noah-MP model is integrated forward in time at a time step of 15 min from
1 January 1990 to 1 January 2020 on a 10 km spatial grid using the NASA Land Information
System (LIS) version 7.4.5-557WW downloaded from GitHub (https:/ /github.com /NASA-
LIS/LISF; [57]). Noah-MP outputs are generated on a daily-averaged time step. The
model is spun up, reaching quasi-equilibrium by looping one time through the period from
1 January 1990 to 1 January 2020.

We run all Noah-MP simulations within the NASA Land Information System, where
a simplified representation of the crop phenology, irrigation scheduling, along with a
groundwater abstraction scheme can be specified. Follow-up studies should investigate
other land surface models and include irrigation schemes to analyze their performance
during irrigation seasons.

Noah-MP derived soil temperature estimates are forced by Modern-Era Retrospective
analysis for Research and Applications, Version 2 (MERRA-2; [58]) forcing fields, which
include air temperature, specific humidity, downward longwave flux, downward short-
wave flux, zonal wind, meridional wind, surface pressure, and total corrected precipitation.
We choose total corrected precipitation because it yields better performance compared to
that using the uncorrected precipitation field (results not shown). It is also important to
note that additional physically based downscaling procedure (i.e., temperature or humidity
lapse rate corrections; [59,60]) is applied to the atmospheric forcing variables in this study.

A four-layer soil column configuration is used in the Noah-MP model. The thickness
of each soil layer (from top to bottom) is 10 cm, 30 cm, 60 cm, and 100 c¢m, respectively.
Using the ground heat flux (at the surface) as the upper boundary, the soil temperatures
of the four-layer soil column are solved together through a tri-diagonal matrix of the
implicit time scheme with soil thermal diffusivity properties [45,61]. Soil temperature
values obtained from Noah-MP represent the temperatures at each soil layer center (from
the ground surface) at 5 cm (layer #1), 25 cm (layer #2), 70 cm (layer #3), and 150 cm
(layer #4), respectively. Therefore, the soil temperature at 15 cm is calculated as the mean of
temperature between layer #1 and layer #2.

2.2.2. EPIC

Originally called as the Erosion Productivity Impact Calculator, EPIC was developed
by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in the early 1980s [62] and later
renamed as the Environmental Policy Integrated Climate model. It is a soil and crop
model initially formulated to calculate the effect of soil erosion on crop productivity. Since
then, the model has been actively maintained and expanded to improve the simulation of
plant growth by including various physical and biochemical processes. The nine different
components of the model are erosion, weather, hydrology, nutrients, plant environmental
control, plant growth, soil temperature, tillage, and economic budgets. EPIC is a field scale
model. It runs continuously on a daily time step and can simulate up to ten layers of soil
profile for a hundred or thousands of years (i.e., long-term simulation).

Numerous studies have been conducted using different components of EPIC in the
U.S. and in other parts of the world. Example applications include climate change and
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atmospheric CO, impact on crop productivity [44,63]; irrigation scheduling [39]; soil
temperature [25]; crop yield and sensitivity [40], and wind erosion sediment loss [37].

Epic version 1102 is used for all EPIC derived simulations in this study. We run EPIC at
the four sites one at a time individually. The key process in the file structure of EPIC1102 is
shown in Figure 2. The input data includes characteristics about soil, site (topography and
geography data), and weather. For consistency with Noah-MP, the soil column is divided
into four layers at the depth of 10 cm, 30 cm, 60 cm, and 100 cm. Daily weather information
and monthly weather statistics were generated using the Weather Import and WXPM
V3020 program available on the Texas A&M AgriLife website (https://epicapex.tamu.edu/
software/weather-import accessed on 4 April 2022). Daily weather data are obtained from
the California Irrigation Management Information System (CIMIS). CIMIS is a program
unit in the California Department of Water Resources with 145 automated weather stations
placed throughout California, mainly developed for farmers/irrigators for water resources
management (https://cimis.water.ca.gov/Default.aspx accessed on 10 March 2022). Daily
soil temperature is measured at a depth of 15 cm below ground with a soil thermistor.
The accuracy of the sensor is within £0.4 °C. Throughout the evaluation period between
2000 and 2019 across all sites, no frozen soil conditions (soil temperature < 273.15 K) were
encountered, based on the CIMIS in-situ measurements.

Write Output
Files

Read Data and Increment Day Site Data Soil Data
Initializing
Simulate Soil Apply Management Weather
Temperature Operations Data

Stop

Figure 2. Key Process in EPIC1102 File Structure.

The EPIC simulation run for 30 years from 1990 to 2019. The first 10 years in the time
series are used as model spin up, and therefore results are not included in the evaluation
phase. Soil temperature estimates are simulated using three different submodels: the
original cosine (EPIC-original), the enhanced cosine (EPIC-enhanced), and the pseudo
heat transfer (EPIC-pseudo). Each submodel considers different set of factors to estimate
soil temperature. Specifically, the EPIC-original approach considers air temperature and
solar radiation only. The EPIC-enhanced considers soil cover factors (e.g., snow, plant,
and litter) in addition to solar radiation and air temperature. The EPIC-pseudo includes
an extra module simulating heat transfer between different layers along with all other
factors mentioned above. To be consistent with the Noah-MP soil layering profile, in
each EPIC-based approach, the soil temperature was predicted at four layers, and soil
temperature at 15 cm depth was calculated and evaluated in this study. The three options
to estimate soil temperature were selected one at a time in the EPIC control file. Only the
key parameterizations are described in this study for clarity. Please refer to Doro et al.
(2021) [25] for detailed formulations.

Built on top of EPIC-original, EPIC-enhanced considers the effect of soil cover fac-
tors: snow cover, total above ground plant material cover, and the fraction of ground
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covered by the leaf area index, on the soil surface temperature. These three parameteriza-
tions are computed as follows:

N . anow
fcsnow = min <P87/ anow + 8(1,440.37*25;102(7)) (1)
| fers
fChiom = min <P95, max <f Cplants Feraa + e(o.lr;—o.lz*fcrsd) @
LAI
feplant = LAI + e(1.75-175+LAI) ®

where fcg00 is the snow cover factor, P87 is a parameter for setting an upper limit on the
snow cover factor, Zs;,oy is the actual snow covet, fcy,,,, is the plant material cover factor,
P95 is a parameter for setting an upper limit on the vegetative cover factor, prlant is the
fraction of soil surface covered by plants, fc,; is the fraction of soil surface covered by plant
residue, and LAl is the leaf area index. In the EPIC-pseudo approach, the heat transfer
efficiency between layers is considered for soil temperature estimation. For each soil layer,
the transfer coefficient U is calculated as follows:

U= 06 x fbd x fsw x (1—fc,,.,) 4)
where fbd is the bulk density factor and fsw is the soil water factor.

2.3. Model Evaluation

The soil temperatures simulated from three different approaches provided by EPIC
are compared with Noah-MP model at four sites in Central Valley of California: Corcoran,
Fresno, Modesto, and Parlier. Each set of model simulations is then evaluated against
observed soil temperatures at 15 cm. In addition to the estimates derived by EPIC or
Noah-MP, we also reconstructed a new set of estimates by taking the mean of EPIC-
Pseudo and Noah-MP (Reconstruct-mean hereinafter), which has shown to produce the
best performance (as demonstrated in Section 3). Although we reconstructed the mean
using different combinations of the model estimates, the mean of EPIC-Pseudo and Noah-
MP produced the best performance. Therefore, results for the other trials are not presented
in this manuscript.

The overlapping simulation period between 01 January 2000 and 31 December 2019
is selected as the evaluation period. Note that, in this study, we only focus on the time
with minimized irrigation activities and leave the evaluations during the active irrigated
seasons for future work.

In the model evaluation phase, we consider a set of three goodness-of-fit statistics:
containing ratio, Euclidean distance, and correlation coefficient. The containing ratio (CR)
is computed as:

CR(%) =

Zil\i1 I[O(xest,i)]
= * 100 (5)

where I[O(x,st 1) 1=1 if Xyens mini < Xesti < Xmeas,max,i- Xest,] denotes model estimates at time i,
Xypieas,min,i denotes the minimum value of measurements at time I, and x;;045 105 ; denotes the
maximum value of measurement at time i. N denotes the total number of days. Therefore,
a higher CR means model estimates hit in between the minimum and maximum enclosed
area more, which yields a better model performance. The Euclidean distance (dist) is
computed as:

N

dist (K) = Z(xest,i - xmeus,center,i)2 (6)
i=1

where X005 conteri denotes the centered measurement, i.e., mean of minimum and maximum,
value at time i. Therefore, a smaller dist value implies shorter distance to the measurements’
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centerline, which results in better model performance. The correlation coefficient (R; [64])
is computed as:

R(—) Zf\il (xest,i - @) (xmeas,center,i - xmeas,center) (7)

B N — 2N 2
\/Zi:1(xest,i - xest) Zi:()(xmeas,center,i - xmeus,center)

where ¥X.5; denotes the time-averaged model estimates, and Xe4s center denotes the time-
averaged centered measurements. A higher R demonstrates better correlations with the
reference. Overall, a relatively high CR, or small dist, or high R is deemed as a higher
level of accuracy in the model estimates. Through these goodness-of-fit statistics, we can
evaluate different model derived estimates and have a quantitative understanding of the
model performance.

3. Results

Daily average soil temperature estimated by the two models (EPIC and Noah-MP)
are evaluated by comparing against CIMIS-measured daily minimum and maximum soil
temperature at 15 cm soil depth from 2000 to 2020. In general, it is difficult to conclude
whether EPIC alone or Noah-MP alone is consistently superior to the other across all
selected study sites in terms of all goodness-of-fit statistics. That is, at some sites or at
certain times, Noah-MP performs better, whereas at other sites or other periods, EPIC
performs better.

According to the average statistics summarized in Tables 3-6, among all the EPIC
simulated results, EPIC-original yields the best performance in terms of CR and dist at the
Fresno, Modesto, and Corcoran sites. However, it yields the poor performance compared
to other two approaches in terms of R at all four selected sites. This is because at Fresno,
Modesto, and Corcoran sites, both EPIC-Pseudo and EPIC-enhanced yield consistent
negative biases, whereas EPIC-original often yields a relatively high temporal variations
in the soil temperature estimates. An example is shown in Figure 3 at the Fresno site
between November 2012 and March 2013. Both EPIC-pseudo and EPIC-enhanced never
hit the CIMIS-enclosed min/max area because of their systematic negative biases, and
therefore both yield the lowest CR (=0), and worst dist values (i.e., greater than 31). The
relatively high temporal variations in the EPIC-original simulated soil temperature are
beneficial for improving the model performance in terms of CR and dist. However, it
significantly degrades the model performance in terms of R. This is likely due to the lack
of constraint in soil cover factors, such as seasonal snow cover, embedded within the
EPIC-original approach [25].

The high temporal variation shown by the EPIC-original does not always guarantee the
best results. An example is presented in Figure 4 at the Parlier station between November
2007 and March 2008. Figure 4 shows that EPIC-original yields the worst performance in
terms of CR (=22), dist (=45), and R (=0.41). On the other hand, EPIC-pseudo yields the best
performance in terms of CR (=39), and dist (=22). Although compared to EPIC-original,
both EPIC-pseudo and EPIC-enhanced improve R to some extent. However, R values range
between 0.55 and 0.70, which still indicate mildly weak correlations. The relatively poor
performance in R witnessed in all EPIC results may be due to uncertainties associated with
model inputs (e.g., soil properties) and model structure (e.g., simplifying assumptions in
mathematical terms to represent complex soil-plant-atmosphere systems; [25]). In addition,
system-defaulted parameterizations (see Section 2.2 for details) used in both EPIC-enhanced
and EPIC-pseudo approaches may yield suboptimal estimates, which suggests that when
relying on EPIC-alone simulations, site-specific calibrations of these parameters in both
EPIC-enhanced and EPIC-pseudo can be crucial.

Compared with all EPIC model performance, Noah-MP yields slightly better perfor-
mance especially in terms of dist (see Tables 3-6). For example, except for the Modesto
station, compared to the EPIC simulations, Noah-MP yields the lowest value in dist across
the other stations. In terms of CR, Noah-MP yields decent performance at both Corcoran
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and Parlier sites. At the Corcoran site, part of the in-situ daily meteorological data is
missing (i.e., nearly 38% of the air temperature and 46% of solar radiation data). EPIC
relies heavily on daily in-situ meteorological data (e.g., daily minimum and maximum solar
radiation) and when missing an input, EPIC tabulates daily values using system-defaulted
long-term monthly means and standard deviations. Under such a scenario, EPIC-derived
results are not reliable, since they depart from the ground-based measurements (e.g., dist
ranges from 31.7 to 69.0). On the other hand, Noah-MP simulations driven by the MERRA-
2 reanalysis product, which do not rely on in-situ data, yield the best performance in terms
of CR and dist when compared to all EPIC estimates. The reconstructed mean estimates do
not improve the original simulations in terms of dist (Tables 3-5) and a slight degradation is
witnessed in CR compared to Noah-MP. This suggests that averaging EPIC and Noah-MP
estimates may not be ideal when EPIC input data are not reliable. Figure 5 shows an
example of the soil temperature evaluation at the Corcoran site. Estimated soil temperature
at the Corcoran site shows variations in peak and low points, as shown in Figure 5. This is
possibly due to the variation of air temperature because both are determined by the energy
balance at the ground surface.

Among all four selected stations, the average R values obtained from Noah-MP
ranging from 0.83 to 0.87, which is more stable and less variable than any of EPIC derived
estimates ranging from 0.39 to 0.94. The relatively performance obtained in the R statistics
from Noah-MP might be because the local terrain is relatively flat, and therefore, model
estimates driven by MERRA-2 at 10 km may be able to represent local conditions on
average. However, we do acknowledge that Noah-MP estimates at 10 km are too coarse,
and they may not be able to fully capture local heterogeneity, as shown in Figure 3 at the
Fresno site as an example. That is, although Noah-MP yields a much better performance in
terms of dist relative to EPIC-enhanced and EPIC-pseudo, Noah-MP’s performance in R is
much worse.

Therefore, to generate more reliable and stable soil temperature estimates, we derive a
new set of estimates by fusing Noah-MP and EPIC simulations. Specifically, we compute
the new reconstructed mean time series by taking the mean of the Noah-MP and EPIC-
pseudo derived estimates. This, in general, yields the best and most stable performance,
especially in terms of CR and dist. For example, at the Parlier station, the reconstructed
mean series improves CR from 34.9 to 56.3, improves dist by from 28.88 to 16.99, and
improves R slightly from 0.84 to 0.85 when compared to Noah-MP (i.e., the best single
model simulation at this station). The relatively better results of the reconstructed mean
series are likely, since Noah-MP yields a slight positive bias whereas EPIC-pseudo yields
a negative bias. By taking the mean of both estimates, the reconstructed estimates could
yield an overall best performance in terms of all goodness-of-fit statistics across all stations.

Table 3. Statistics computed for Fresno station across all model estimates when compared against
ground-based CIMIS soil temperature measurements from 2000 through 2020. (Note: only the
November to March period is considered for computation).

CR (%) Dist (K) R ()

Noah-MP 13.2 24.5 0.83
EPIC-original 14.9 26.3 0.80
EPIC-enhanced 14 443 0.95
EPIC-pseudo 3.0 33.5 0.96

Reconstructed-mean 18.0 18.1 0.93
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Table 4. Same as Table 3, but for Parlier station.

CR (%) Dist (K) R ()

Noah-MP 34.9 28.9 0.84
EPIC-original 22.5 46.6 0.39
EPIC-enhanced 31.1 324 0.60
EPIC-pseudo 314 32 0.64
Reconstructed-mean 56.3 17 0.85

Table 5. Same as Table 3, but for Modesto station.

CR (%) Dist (K) R ()

Noah-MP 15.7 274 0.87
EPIC-original 18.5 244 0.84
EPIC-enhanced 24 345 0.93
EPIC-pseudo 5.6 28.5 0.91
Reconstructed-mean 19.1 20.8 0.93

Table 6. Same as Table 3, but for Corcoran station.

CR (%) Dist (K) R
Noah-MP 229 23.7 0.87
EPIC-original 12.3 31.7 0.84
EPIC-enhanced 0.14 69.0 0.87
EPIC-pseudo 8.2 345 0.94
Reconstructed-mean 20.2 235 0.93
300 - 7
o = o [ min/max soil temp obs.
CR=4  dist=24 R=0.85 e
EPIC-original
295 | - - - EPIC-enhanced
CR=0 dist=43 R=0.96 EPIC-pseudo
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O
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Figure 3. Time series of soil temperature at 15 cm depth obtained from Noah-MP, EPIC-original,
EPIC-Enhanced, EPIC-pseudo, as well as ground-based CIMIS measurements at CIMIS#80 (Fresno)
from November 2012 to March 2013.
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Figure 4. Time series of soil temperature at 15 cm depth obtained from Noah-MP, EPIC-original,
EPIC-Enhanced, EPIC-pseudo, as well as ground-based CIMIS measurements at CIMIS#39 (Parlier)
from November 2007 to March 2008.
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Figure 5. Time series of soil temperature at 15 cm depth obtained from Noah-MP, EPIC-original,
EPIC-Enhanced, EPIC-pseudo, as well as ground-based CIMIS measurements at CIMIS#20 (Corcoran)
from November 2012 to March 2013.

4. Discussion

Soil temperature is simulated for four sites in California using different models (Noah-
MP and EPIC) and evaluated against the ground-based measurement. There are many
reasons contributing to the biases seen in EPIC and Noah-MP derived simulations. It
is worth noting that ground-based measurements are not perfect and may contain mea-
surement errors. Hence, we never expect model simulations fully replicate ground-based
measurements. The positive bias seen in Noah-MP derived results may be caused by
the scale mismatch between in-situ measurements and MERRA-2 products used to drive
Noah-MP simulations. The negative bias seen in EPIC derived results may be caused
by suboptimal system-defaulted parameterizations. This negative bias seen in EPIC was
consistent with Doro et al. (2021) findings using system-defaulted parameters although
with different study domains.

Despite the overall satisfactory performance achieved by the reconstructed mean
time series, some caveats need to be mentioned. EPIC relies heavily on in-situ daily
meteorological data as input into the system. When these data are missing, due to station
maintenance or data inaccessibility, averaging EPIC and Noah-MP estimates may not ideal,
with EPIC-derived estimates being unreliable. Therefore, future studies should employ
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advanced machine learning-based algorithms to assist with categorizing, understanding,
and further determining which model is more suitable under different conditions.

5. Conclusions

Although both Noah-MP and EPIC models have been widely used around the world,
to our current knowledge, a comparison or evaluation of both models” performance side
by side has not been done yet. The results suggest that relying only on one set of model
estimates may not be optimal. By combining different model simulations (i.e., in this case,
we take the mean of Noah-MP and EPIC-pseudo to reconstruct a new time series), we
could maximize the benefits of each simulation and obtain more accurate soil temperature
estimates. The reconstructed mean estimates can better capture soil temperature variations
under different soil characteristics and different geographical conditions.

Specifically, key findings from this work include:

(1) Noah-MP shows relatively stable performance in terms of R when compared with
all EPIC derived estimates.

(2) On average, EPIC-original performs slightly better than the other two EPIC ap-
proaches in terms of CR and dist;

(3) The reconstructed mean series, obtained by taking the mean of Noah-MP and
EPIC-pseudo, are shown to yield the best performance.

We plan to carry out the following studies in the future:

(1) to evaluate soil temperature estimates derived from multiple models (all with irri-
gation scheduling modules) during heavily irrigated seasons in Central Valley California;

(2) to develop a machine learning based selector to automatically choose the best
model under different scenarios;

(3) to carry out the project globally to understand how weather pattern, vegetation
cover, and location affect model estimates.

Using soil temperature as an example, this work demonstrates the benefits of fusing
models of different nature to obtain more accurate and stable estimates. We believe re-
search findings from this study will provide useful insights to farmers and agriculturists
for monitoring and predicting essential hydrological variables at the local scale. More
accurate estimation can be extremely beneficial for efficiently planning and managing
several agricultural activities, such as sowing, adding fertilizer, irrigation, and harvest.
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