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Abstract: We proposed the numerical investigation of Hilbert-shaped multiple-input multi-output
(MIMO) with multi-band operation characteristics using graphene resonator material, which operates
on the band of 1 to 30 THz of the frequency range. This numerical investigation of antenna structure
was carried out for the multiple antenna types, consisting of graphene as a regular patch, Hilbert
order 1, and Hilbert order 2 designs. This antenna is investigated for the multiple physical parameters,
such as return loss, gain, bandwidth, radiation response, Envelope Correlation Coefficient (ECC),
Total Active Reflection Coefficient (TARC), Mean Effective Gain (MEG), Directivity Gain (DG), and
Channel Capacity Loss (CCL). These variables are also determined to verify compatibility and the
difficulties connected with communicating over a short distance. The THz MIMO antenna that was
recommended offers strong isolation values in addition to an operational band. The maximum gain
of ~10 dBi for the band of <15 THz and ~17 dBi for the band of the >15 THz frequency range of the
proposed antenna structures. The proposed antennas are primarily operated in three bands over 1
to 30 THz of frequency. This work aims to create a brand new terahertz antenna structure capable
of providing an extraordinarily wider bandwidth and high gain while keeping a typical compact
antenna size suited for terahertz applications.
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1. Introduction

The technology behind wireless communication saw a significant transformation over
the past several decades. It is mostly due to the growing need for faster data rates in
the modern trend of wireless communication [1]. Because of the research achievements
in mobile communication systems that permitted enhanced data connection [2,3], these
advancements resulted in various new application possibilities. A variety of institutions
are carrying out this research. However, several factors must be considered, including
a substantial amount of propagation route loss and a restricted communication distance.
THz communications offer an exciting promise, but also important obstacles. We must
not lose sight of the fact that the features of the THz antenna directly impact the perfor-
mance of THz systems. It is something that must not be forgotten. The small size and
great sensitivity of antennas for transmitting and sensing THz waves are two reasons for
their huge demand. Broadcasting, satellite, and mobile communications, the identifica-
tion of explosives and weapons (including the development of explosives and weapons
identification systems), multimedia, environmental sensing (including the development
of radars), and medical systems are some of the many applications that THz devices can
be used for [4]. Wireless communication technology saw major changes in the last several
decades due to the growing need for higher data rates in the current trend. The IEEE’s
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0.3 to 10 THz terahertz wireless communications (TeraCom) standard might be the fu-
ture wireless technology that fulfils the requirements of the Tbps datarate and massive
channel capacity [5]. Terahertz wireless communications (TeraCom) that take advantage
of the greater bandwidth that can be unlocked and used for future large-scale civic and
commercial applications. Scientists are conducting a large amount of research on terahertz
communication at shorter wavelengths. Over the last several decades, a substantial amount
of research was conducted, and technological advancements were made in this area due
to the vast number of potential applications. As a consequence of this, there is a growing
need for upgraded antennas that are capable of functioning at terahertz (THz) frequen-
cies [4]. It is possible to build tiny, high-performance antennas capable of sending and
receiving signals in the terahertz frequency ranges. This helps the general development
of more advanced terahertz communication systems in the future. The THz bands suffer
from a severe lack of detectors and sources, which negatively impacts the performance
of devices that operate in the terahertz domain. For the higher frequency bands, such as
the THz band, we have access to more channel capacity and increase the route loss and
the sensitivity to blocking events. This is because higher frequency bands have a smaller
bandwidth than lower frequency bands. As a direct result, there is a growing demand
for more compact antennas with high gain, high efficiency, and expanded operational
bandwidth to combat these problems. As a direct consequence of the demand for ultrahigh
performance characteristic parameters for micro- and nano-scaled THz antennas, many
fresh problems and possibilities became available. These new challenges and opportunities
undoubtedly contribute to antenna technology’s expansion. There are many different
antenna designs, such as metallic [6], horn [7], lens [8], metamaterial [9–11], on-chip [12],
dielectric [13,14], and leaky-wave antenna [15,16], photoconductive [17], yagi antenna [18],
log periodic antenna [19], cuboidal [20], and slotted antenna [21], that were described in
literature. For these antennas to perform their intended role, they must have a bigger
physical footprint and a more involved design process. Incorporating planar electronics
into these THz antenna designs is another challenge that must be overcome. Microstrip
antennas, for their part, are experiencing a rise in popularity as planar technology continues
to become more widespread. Terahertz short-range wireless applications are particularly
well suited to these devices due to the many benefits, such as low cost, simplicity of design,
lightweight, and tiny size. However, despite its many benefits, it has a narrow bandwidth,
which prevents it from being utilized at high THz frequencies. To circumvent this challenge
and enable a wide range of applications to be carried out in the THz frequency domain,
small antennas that weigh very little and have a broad operating bandwidth are now under
development. Researchers built a variety of small THz antennas and reported their findings
in the relevant academic literature. However, because they are small, they can only function
within extremely narrow bandwidths [22–24]. In addition, a study and a suggestion for
designing a multi-layer array antenna are presented in reference [25]. The operational band-
width of the THz antenna topologies discussed in this article were extended to compensate
for the larger antenna diameter. Researchers who published their findings in publications
reviewed by their peers designed wideband THz antennas to resolve the fading problem in
high-speed, short-range wireless applications that operate at high frequencies in the THz
spectrum. These researchers published their findings in publications. In wireless networks,
utilizing MIMO antenna systems may help reduce the risks associated with signal fading.

In this paper, we designed and numerically investigated (simulation study) the Hilbert-
shaped MIMO patch antenna with different design configurations for the 1–30 THz fre-
quency band. We calculated the different physical parameters of the proposed antenna,
such as S parameters, TARC, ECC, CCL, DG, MEG, and polar plots. We calculated the effect
of the Hilbert shape over the different orders of its shape. We also discussed the influence of
the Hilbert shape over the standard patch antenna structure. Because this design achieves
potentially beneficial outcomes across all antenna characteristics, it is well-suited for use in
THz wireless communication settings.
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The highlights and novelties of the proposed graphene-based Hilbert-shaped antenna
are as follows:

• The microstrip technique was utilized to design the graphene-based Hilbert-shaped
MIMO antenna. Compared to other THz antennas, this one is more advantageous in
size, weight, ease of construction, and cost.

• The proposed antenna has a significantly large bandwidth of 8.1 THz.
• The MIMO structure that was developed provides improved results across various

performance criteria.
• This antenna helps overcome the challenges associated with short-distance communi-

cation, such as increased interference, signal fading, and multipath propagation. CCL
< 0.5 bps/Hz/s, ECC < 0.01, MEG ≤ −3.0 dB, TARC ≤ −10.0 dB, and DG ≈ 10 dB are
all parameters that help to achieve this.

2. Hilbert Shape Design and Numerical Parameters

A schematic of the Hilbert-shaped MIMO antenna with order 2 is shown in Figure 1.
Figure 1a shows the three-dimensional (3D) view of the MIMO antenna, and Figure 1b
shows the top and bottom view of the antenna. The dimensions of the structures are shown
in Table 1. To determine the overall behaviour of the proposed antenna, we determined
that there are a total of five distinct designs. These designs and their descriptions are
shown in Table 2. Graphene material of 0.03 m was used to build the antenna geome-
try. With a loss tangent of 0.004, the graphene sheet’s conductivity was fixed at 108 S/m.
Graphene is widely used in a variety of terahertz (THz) applications because of its out-
standing electromagnetic, mechanical, and tunable characteristics [26,27]. It was also noted
that the multilayered graphene ink/powder does not have an extensive range of tuning
options, as several papers pointed out. Thus, the entire structure is based on constant
conductivity. Polyimide material is chosen as the substrate for the proposed antenna de-
sign. The MIMO antenna is designed using the formula mentioned in [20] to calculate the
minimum and maximum length of the dipole elements. The values of the minimum and
maximum dipole elements are calculated using Lmin = c

fmax
√

εr
and Lmax = c

fmin
√

εr
. Here,

fmax, fmin, εr and c is the maximum frequency, minimum frequency, permittivity of the
substrate, and velocity of light, respectively. We determined that the dipole element’s low-
est and maximum lengths are 7.2 µm and 144 µm, respectively. Based on this calculation,
the total patch antenna size was determined to be 2t = 140 nm. However, electromagnetic
waves are not restricted only to the substrate in this construction. The realistic permittivity
estimate must thus be recalculated for the total building dimensions. The microstrip line

formula εe f f = εr+1
2 + εr−1

2

[
1 + 12 h

l

]−1/2
is used to identify the effective permittivity of

the structure. There are two variables in this equation: h and l, representing the substrate’s
thickness and feed line length. The approximate calculated εe f f value is 12.22. The overall

structure size is calculated by L = λmax
4

(
1− 1

Bs

)
cot α. An estimated 8 dB increase may be

achieved by using the appropriate bandwidth (Bs) and the 12.132◦ angle. The obtained
length is 310 µm in total. Single-antenna radiation uses these design requirements. The
separation between the two MIMO components raises the overall size to 620 × 400 µm2.
The proposed antenna can be fabricated using CNC milling, laser imprint machines, and 3D
printer setups. The antenna of mmWave can be measured using the available measurement
setup using Keysight N5245PNA-X network analyzer, which provides a measurement
capacity of up to 1.1 THz [28].
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3. Results and Discussion

The HFSS antenna modelling environment was used to build the antenna construction.
Subtracting the required area from a rectangular antenna patch produces the patterned
Hilbert shape. Graphene is used for the top and ground layers, making them conductive.
Since air is considered a substance, the radiation box is positioned around the antenna. For
the outer radiation box, we specify the radiation border condition. The ports depicted in
Figure 1 are energized as a single, combined port by assuming the ground as a reference
plane. The inputs are treated as a single excitation lumped port source, and the standard
HFSS port conditions are used. The simulation is run. The directivity outcomes are
produced by varying the port excitation settings using a frequency sweep on the exciting
port. The HFSS-simulated antenna’s reflectance loss, gain, and directivity values can be
calculated using pre-processing methods. The computed differences in the S parameters
between the Design 1 structure and the Design 2 structure are depicted in Figure 2a,b. The
three-operating band for Design 1 is shown in Figure 2a. We considered the values of the S
parameters below −10 dB for comparative analysis in all cases. The maximum bandwidth
obtained in Design 1 is 6.3 THz at the minimum return loss of −16.08 dB. The minimum
return loss of the −39.05 dB for the bandwidth of 4.2 THz is also observed.
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Figure 2. Calculated return loss (S parameters) for the MIMO antennas. S parameters response for
(a) simple patch antenna with the rectangular back side (Design 1), (b) Simple patch antenna with
modified back side with covered sides (Design 2), (c) Hilbert shape order 1 with the rectangular back
side (Design 3), (d) Hilbert shape order 1 with modified back side with covered sides (Design 4), and
(e) Hilbert shape order 2 with the rectangular back side (Design 5). Orange line is defined at −10 dB
point to measure the reference values of S11 and S21.
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Similarly, in Design 2, the minimum return loss is observed as −38.09 dB in the
operating bandwidth of 3.2 THz. As shown in Figure 2b, the most significant bandwidth
measured came in at 7.4 THz for the first band of operation. The detailed comparison
between all the designs in terms of the operating band, minimum and maximum frequency,
minimum return loss, and bandwidth is shown in Table 3. Table 3 was prepared with the
modified results by considering the <−10 dB of the return loss in S11 and S22 parameters.
The observation presented in Table 3 also considers that the other return loss, such as S21
and S12, must be <−10 dB. In this observation of the band, fmin, fmax, and bandwidth, all S
parameters are considered as <−10 dB.

Table 3. Comparative analysis of all the designs regarding return loss, number of operating bands,
and bandwidth.

Design Number
of Band

Minimum Return
Loss (dB) fmin (THz) fmax (THz) Bandwidth

fmax − fmin (THz)
MIMO
Order

Antenna
Efficiency

Maximum
Gain (dBi)

Design 1

1 −26.58 2.1 7.6 5.5

0

0.53 2.5

2 −10.23 9 9.5 0.5 0.57 1.6

3 −39.059 15.6 19.8 4.2 0.64 9.2

4 −16.67 23.7 30 6.3 0.68 4.5

Design 2

1 −22.91 2 9.4 7.4

0

0.17 11.3

2 −11.38 9.6 10.5 0.9 0.25 5.3

3 −38.09 15.7 18.9 3.2 0.36 16.2

4 −17.46 24.4 30 5.6 0.25 7.1

Design 3

1 −40.46 3.3 9.8 6.5

1

0.53 5.1

2 −29.57 14.1 20 5.9 0.38 7.3

3 −12.39 24.9 30 5.1 0.99 0.1

Design 4

1 −29.78 3.6 10.5 6.9

1

0.54 5.5

2 −34.24 15.5 20.3 4.8 0.19 5.9

3 −15.87 24.2 30 5.76 0.21 4.4

Design 5

1 −24.7 1.3 10.1 8.8

2

0.1 9.8

2 −25.61 14.8 19.3 4.5 0.15 11.3

3 −15.51 23.3 28.2 4.9 0.68 0.2

Figure 2c–e shows the derived S parameters responsible for designs 3–5. In Design 3,
the full resonating band is observed between a 14.1 and 20 THz frequency with a bandwidth
of 5.9 THz and return loss of −29.57 dB, as shown in Figure 2c. Figure 2d shows the
variation in S parameters for Design 4 with a maximum operating band of 6.9 THz between
a 3.6 and 10.5 THz frequency range with −29.78 dB of return loss. Design 5 (Figure 2e)
generates the full resonating band of 8.8 THz between a 1.3 and 10.1 THz frequency range
with −24.7 dB of the return loss. Overall, the maximum bandwidth of 8. 8 THz is observed
in Design 5, while the minimum return loss of −40.46 dB is observed in Design 3. It is
also observed that the change in the shape of the patch from regular to Hilbert also allows
us to change the antenna operating conditions. The shape of the Hilbert order and back
side geometry. The different order of the Hilbert also allows us to change the operating
frequency and band of the overall structure. We can observe the overlapping return loss
values in Figure 2 for the Design 1, 2, and 4 (Figure 2a,b,d). Similarly, In Figure 2c,e, some
of the frequency bands are overlapping, while some are not. The discrepancy in this graph
is due to the tetrahedral meshing conditions, where the subtracted part of the Hilbert
shapes are covered with different densities of the tetrahedral conditions. In the case of
the individual port excitation, the meshing from left to right and right to left is different.
A more minor variation in the return loss can also be observed in Figure 2a,c,d near the
5 THz frequency. This variation is higher in Figure 2c,e at lower and higher THz frequency
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bands. The validity of the results where the interference of S parameters in cross-port
conditions such as S12 and S21 overlap in all the antennae except Figure 2c is demonstrated
by Design 3. As an overall observation, we have the S parameters values < −10 dB in the
entire band (3 to 10 THz) in Design 3, which will give us an idea of effective radiation.

4. MIMO Antenna Parameters

In Equation (1), the electric field magnitude is used to determine ECC; ith and jth
denote the solid angle components of ECC. Evaluating ECC using far-field radiation
parameters takes a long time and much effort. Another method described in [29] for finding
ECC using the S-parameters approach is shown in Equation (2).

ρij =

∣∣∣∣∣∣∣
s (

Eθi · E
∗
θj
+ Eϕ : E∗ϕj

)dΩ

s (
Eθi · E∗θi

+ Eϕi · E∗ϕi

)
dΩ

s (
Eθj · E∗θj

+ Eϕj · E∗ϕi

)dΩ

∣∣∣∣∣∣∣
2

(1)

ρij =

∣∣S∗11S12 + S∗21S22
∣∣2(

1−
(
|S22|2 + |S12|2

))(
1−

(
|S11|2 + |S21|2

)) (2)

Figure 3 presents the calculations made about the ECC for antennas of types 3 and 4.
In Table 2, it can be seen that the antenna’s ECC is less than 0.001 over its primary operating
band. Because of these ECC levels, the system has greater stability. The lower the ECC
value, the fewer connections there are between the various components of the antenna.
Since the values are so low, the MIMO performance of the antenna is assumed to be very
good. The fading effects can be mitigated by combining antenna components with distinct
fading characteristics.

DG = 10
√

1−|ECC|2 (3)

MEGi = 0.5ηi, rad = 0.5

[
1−

M

∑
j=1

∣∣Sij
∣∣2] (4)
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To compute diversity gain [30], one must first compare a diversity antenna system to
its equivalent single diversity antenna system in a given channel and analyze the difference
in signal-to-noise ratio between the two. Based on Equation (3), it is possible to evaluate an
envelope correlation coefficient and DG in terms of a theoretical maximum diversity gain
of 10 dB. Together, the two aspects can be evaluated. Multi-user MIMO antenna patches get
increasingly isolated as diversity gain rises. Therefore, DG should be at least 9 dB louder
than that to restate the original question: DG values are expected to exceed 10 dB in all
operational bands of both antenna, as seen in Figure 4. It ensures that the suggested MIMO
structure’s diversity performance is sufficient.
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According to the MEG parameter, the sum of the average power received by two
isotropic antennas when there is no background noise is equal to or less than the average
power received by a diversity antenna when noise is present (or interference). It shows
how the surroundings affect a MIMO antenna’s improved performance. According to
the equation suggested in [31], the presence of the MEG may be confirmed by using
Equation (4). In this equation, M represents the MIMO design of a total number of ports,
and radiation efficiency defined as ηi, rad of the current MIMO design structure. MEG
should be set to −3 dB to provide the best possible diversity performance at each of the
device’s ports. Additionally, the two ports must have a differential of no more than 0 dB.
Figure 5 depicts the MEG < −3 dB values for each of the three operating modes.

Sensors 2022, 22, x FOR PEER REVIEW 9 of 20 
 

 

how the surroundings affect a MIMO antenna’s improved performance. According to the 
equation suggested in [31], the presence of the MEG may be confirmed by using Equation 
(4). In this equation, M represents the MIMO design of a total number of ports, and radi-
ation efficiency defined as 𝜂 ,  of the current MIMO design structure. MEG should be 
set to −3 dB to provide the best possible diversity performance at each of the device’s ports. 
Additionally, the two ports must have a differential of no more than 0 dB. Figure 5 depicts 
the MEG < −3 dB values for each of the three operating modes. 

 
Figure 5. The MEG (dB) simulated value for MIMO structure Design 3 and 4. 

The Total Active Reflection Coefficient, often known as TARC, is the most accurate 
method for quantifying radiation performance and frequency response when applied to 
more than one port. To compute it, take the square root of the total reflected power and 
divide that number by the total power that was incident to the object. TARC, which stands 
for “Total Active Reflection Coefficient”, is the method that is used to evaluate how effec-
tively a MIMO system can bend light. This method considers the random signal pairings 
on the network and the mutual coupling on the network. We can observe how reflected 
and incident waves are characterized using Equation (5), which we can see below. It is 
possible to get this information by utilizing Equation (6) expressed in terms of S-parame-
ters, as stated in [32]. The disparity in TARC values that results from the two distinct de-
signs of the proposed MIMO antenna is seen in Figure 6. It was determined that the per-
formance of the data acquired in the THz band using MIMO is suitable for the applications 
planned to use it. 

Γ = 𝛴 𝑏∑   𝑎  (5)

Γ = |𝑆 + 𝑆 𝑒 | + |𝑆 + 𝑆 𝑒 |2  (6)

Figure 5. The MEG (dB) simulated value for MIMO structure Design 3 and 4.

The Total Active Reflection Coefficient, often known as TARC, is the most accurate
method for quantifying radiation performance and frequency response when applied
to more than one port. To compute it, take the square root of the total reflected power
and divide that number by the total power that was incident to the object. TARC, which
stands for “Total Active Reflection Coefficient”, is the method that is used to evaluate
how effectively a MIMO system can bend light. This method considers the random signal
pairings on the network and the mutual coupling on the network. We can observe how
reflected and incident waves are characterized using Equation (5), which we can see
below. It is possible to get this information by utilizing Equation (6) expressed in terms
of S-parameters, as stated in [32]. The disparity in TARC values that results from the two
distinct designs of the proposed MIMO antenna is seen in Figure 6. It was determined
that the performance of the data acquired in the THz band using MIMO is suitable for the
applications planned to use it.

Γt
a =

√
ΣM

j

∣∣bj
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The Channel Capacity Loss (CCL) is an additional crucial component that must be
considered to evaluate the MIMO performance of the chosen THz antenna. The channel
capacity loss determines the maximum pace at which information may be sent over the
channel without suffering a significant loss. The rate must be lower than 0.5 bits/s/Hz to
show information transmission without loss using a MIMO system that was effectively
built. Using Equations (7)–(9) described in [32], it is feasible to compute the CCL parameter.
According to the findings in Figure 7, this CCL limit was also attained for the multiple
bands for both designs.

Closs = − log2 det
(

aR
)

(7)

aR =

(
ρ11 ρ12
ρ21 ρ22

)
(8)

ρii = 1−
(
|Sii|2 +

∣∣Sij
∣∣2), and ρij = −

(
s∗iiSij + s∗ijSij

)
, where i, j = 1 or 2 (9)
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Figure 8 shows the graphical view of the co- and cross-polarization plot of the radiation
pattern for the Hilbert shape antenna to identify the radiation plane. Figure 9 shows the
variation in polarization for the different design structures. Figure 9a,c,e shows the variation
in the 3D polar plot for designs 1, 2, and 5, respectively. Similarly, Figure 9b,d,f shows the
variation in the 2D polar plots with co- and cross-polarization conditions for designs 1, 2,
and 5, respectively. The maximum gain of 7.58 dBi, 7.43 dBi, and 7.60 dBi are shown for
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Design 1, Design 2, and Design 5, respectively. Figures 10 and 11 show the variation in a
polar plot for the different port excitation conditions. Figure 10a,b shows the polar plot
for single port excitation, while Figure 10c shows the variation in the polar plot for both
port excitation Design 3 structures. Similarly, Figure 11a,b shows the polar plot for single
port excitation, while Figure 11c shows the variation in a polar plot for both port excitation
Design 4 structures. It is plain to see that a single port or several ports of excitation,
depending on the requirements of the particular application, can make a difference in how
the polar field is influenced.
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Figure 12 shows the proposed structure’s possible equivalent circuit model with RLC
components. Many works suggest this RLC equivalent model for MIMO antennas [33–36].
Figure 12a,b shows the possible RLC model for Design 4 and Design 3. Design 4 contains
the stub in the middle of the two radiators, which generates the mutual RLC component,
as shown in Figure 12a. While in normal radiation, the mutual induction values can be
represented as shown in Figure 12b. The overall gain achieved over the 1 to 30 THz
frequency band for all the antenna structures is shown in Figure 13. The maximum gain
is ~10 dBi for the majority of the first operation band < 15 THz frequency. The maximum
gain for the >15 THz frequency is observed up to 17 dBi. Most antennas in these operating
bands show a return loss of <−10 dB. Figure 14 shows the antenna radiation efficiency for
all antenna structures. Designs 1, 3, and 4 show a higher radiation efficiency for <15 THz
operating bands. Similarly, Designs 1, 2, 3, and 4 show a higher radiation efficiency for
>15 THz operating bands.
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Figure 9. Polar plot for the different antenna structures (simulated results); 3D polar plot for (a) De-
sign 1, (c) Design 2, and (e) Design 5. 2D polar plot for the (b) Design 1, (d) Design 2, and (f) Design 5
with co-polar and cross-polar response.
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Figure 10. Variation in the polar plot for the different port excitation conditions (Design 3) (simulated
results). The 3D polar plot for the (a) (P1, P2) = (1, 0), (c) (P1, P2) = (0, 1), and (e) (P1, P2) = (1, 1). 2D
polar plot for the (b) (P1, P2) = (1, 0), (d) (P1, P2) = (0, 1), and (f) (P1, P2) = (1, 1), with co-polar and
cross-polar conditions.
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results). The 3D polar plot for the (a) (P1, P2) = (1, 0), (c) (P1, P2) = (0, 1), and (e) (P1, P2) = (1, 1). 2D
polar plot for the (b) (P1, P2) = (1, 0), (d) (P1, P2) = (0, 1), and (f) (P1, P2) = (1, 1), with co-polar and
cross-polar conditions.
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Figure 14. Calculated (simulated results) antenna efficiency for all the antenna structures for 1 to
30 THz of the frequency.

The efficiency shown in Figure 14 will rise for a specific frequency range where the
return loss is also >−10 dB. These bands are considered the non-radiation band of the
proposed antenna, where the antenna shows oscillating behaviour. Figure 15 shows the
variation in the normalized gain for the different antenna designs. We can see the variation
in the gain for the different values of the frequency and radiation angle theta. We can also
find the half-power beam width from these plots, allowing us to choose the maximum peak
gains for specific frequency and radiation angle ranges.
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Figure 15. Calculated normalized gain variation for the frequency and theta (degree) variation. The
contour plot of gain variation is plotted for (a) Design 1, (b) Design 2, (c) Design 3, (d) Design 4, and
(e) Design 5 of the proposed antenna structures.

Figure 16 shows the normalized electric field intensity for the different antenna design
structures. It is observed that the significant electric field coupling between two MIMO
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antenna elements is because of the ground patch and stub structure. We observed that the
coupling between both antennas in the proposed structure changes the operating bands
and effective return loss. The field distribution between two MIMO antennas is different in
the simple, grounded patch (Figure 16a,c,e) and stub-based grounded patch (Figure 16b,d).
The effective field distribution is also low in normal ground patch conditions compared
to stub conditions. The concentrated electric field values in normal patch conditions of
Designs 1 and 2 are relatively higher than the Hilbert-shaped structure. Table 4 presents the
results of a comparison study conducted between the suggested MIMO antenna design and
another type of THz antenna design regarding the dimensions, gain, bandwidth, operating
band, efficiency, and substrate material. It was discovered that the presented antenna
provides a broad spectrum of operation with a low return loss. The proposed antenna can
be used in various industrial and medical applications. The lower THz range < 3 THz
frequency range is applicable for different spectroscopy applications to detect chemical
and biological substances in sealed packets or concealed in clothing. Since high-sensitivity
coherent detection systems are currently available, THz radiation can be employed at
microwatt power levels while still being safe for humans and other non-living things. This
quality of THz radiation makes it applicable in biological and medical applications [37,38],
such as medical imaging to detect infected tissues.
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Table 4. Comparative analysis of the proposed structure with previously published articles.

References Dimension (µm2) Operating
Frequency Gain (dBi) Bandwidth

(THz) Substrate Return Loss
(dB)

Radiation
Efficiency

This design 620 × 400 µm2 1–30 THz ~10 8.1 polyimide −40.46 99%

[39] 500 × 500 µm2 0.5 −1 THz 10.7 9.8 Photonic crystal −35 79.7%

[40] 500 × 500 µm2 0.5–0.7 THz 7.3 - Pyrex −18 -

[41] 1000 × 1000 µm2 0.5–0.85 THz 3.52 0.15 RT/Duroid 6006 −42 55.85%

[42] 400 × 400 µm2 0.7–1.1 THz 10.45 0.119 Triethylamine −27 90.69%

[43] 109.76 × 150.93 µm2 0.5–1 THz - 0.13 Tetrafluoroethylene −32 -

[44] 600 × 700 µm2 0.7–0.85 THz 9.7 0.15 RT/Duroid 6006 −52 75%

[45] 300 × 300 µm2 0.35–0.75 THz 5.7 0.269 Polyimide −17 97.3%

[46] 1000 × 1000 µm2 0.63–0.8 THz 10.43 0.155 RT/Duroid 6006 −41 -

[47] 600 × 800 µm2 0.6–0.7 THz 8 0.0364 Polyimide −45 -

[48] 600 × 600 µm2 0.51–0.78 THz 9.19 0.2 Polyimide −57 90.84%

5. Conclusions

A graphene-based Hilbert-shaped MIMO antenna with multi-band characteristics is
numerically investigated over 1–30 THz of the frequency range. We analyzed this antenna
structure in different shapes to identify the influence on the MIMO antenna parameters,
such as radiation response, return loss, number of operating bands, bandwidth, TARC,
ECC, CCL, MEG, and DG. These antennas offer a minimum of three operating bands with a
return loss of less than 10 dB. The maximum bandwidth offered by this antenna is 8.8 THz.
The proposed antenna was measured to have a minimum return loss of −40.46 dB. The
maximum gain is observed as ~10 dBi for the band of <15 THz and ~17 dBi for the band of a
>15 THz frequency range of the proposed antenna structures. The different port excitation
conditions can modify the polar response of the antenna. Within this range, all of the
requirements for the MIMO antenna values were met for successful radiation operation.
Consequently, this Multiple-Input Multiple-Output (MIMO) antenna is appropriate for use
in applications requiring high-speed operation within the THz frequency range and taking
place within a small radius inside.

Author Contributions: Conceptualization, K.A., A.A. and V.S.; methodology M.A., A.A., V.S.; soft-
ware, validation, formal analysis, investigation, and writing—original draft preparation K.A., V.S.;
writing—review and editing, V.S.; supervision, A.A. and V.S.; project administration, M.A., A.A.; fund-
ing acquisition, A.A. All authors have read and agreed to the published version of the manuscript.

Funding: This research received no external funding.

Institutional Review Board Statement: Not applicable.

Informed Consent Statement: Not applicable.

Data Availability Statement: Data available based upon reasonable request from corresponding author.

Conflicts of Interest: Authors declare no conflict of interest.

References
1. Cisco. Cisco Visual Networking Index (VNI) Global Mobile Data Traffic Forecast Update, 2017–2022 White Paper; Cisco: San Jose, CA,

USA, 2019; pp. 3–5.
2. Ying, Z. Antennas in cellular phones for mobile communications. Proc. IEEE 2012, 100, 2286–2296. [CrossRef]
3. Rappaport, T.S.; Sun, S.; Mayzus, R.; Zhao, H.; Azar, Y.; Wang, K.; Wong, G.N.; Schulz, J.K.; Samimi, M.; Gutierrez, F. Millimeter

wave mobile communications for 5G cellular: It will work! IEEE Access 2013, 1, 335–349. [CrossRef]
4. Singh, R.; Lehr, W.; Sicker, D.; Huq, K.M.S. Beyond 5G: The Role of THz Spectrum. In Proceedings of the TPRC47: The 47th

Research Conference on Communication, Information and Internet Policy 2019, Washington, DC, USA, 20–21 September 2019;
pp. 1–40. [CrossRef]

http://doi.org/10.1109/JPROC.2012.2186214
http://doi.org/10.1109/ACCESS.2013.2260813
http://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3426810


Sensors 2023, 23, 37 18 of 19

5. He, Y.; Chen, Y.; Zhang, L.; Wong, S.W.; Chen, Z.N. An overview of terahertz antennas. China Commun. 2020, 17, 124–165.
[CrossRef]

6. Zhou, M.M.; Cheng, Y.J. D-band high-gain circular-polarized plate array antenna. IEEE Trans. Antennas Propag. 2018, 66,
1280–1287. [CrossRef]

7. Gonzalez, A.; Kaneko, K.; Kojima, T.; Asayama, S.; Uzawa, Y. Terahertz Corrugated Horns (1.25–1.57 THz): Design, Gaussian
Modeling, and Measurements. IEEE Trans. Terahertz Sci. Technol. 2017, 7, 42–52. [CrossRef]

8. Formanek, F.; Brun, M.A.; Umetsu, T.; Omori, S.; Yasuda, A. Aspheric silicon lenses for terahertz photoconductive antennas. Appl.
Phys. Lett. 2009, 94, 021113. [CrossRef]

9. Devapriya, A.T.; Robinson, S. Investigation on metamaterial antenna for terahertz applications. J. Microw. Optoelectron. Electro-
magn. Appl. 2019, 18, 377–389. [CrossRef]

10. Gharode, D.; Nella, A.; Rajagopal, M. State-of-art design aspects of wearable, mobile, and flexible antennas for modern
communication wireless systems. Int. J. Commun. Syst. 2021, 34, e4934. [CrossRef]

11. Modak, S.; Khan, T. A slotted UWB-MIMO antenna with quadruple band-notch characteristics using mushroom EBG structure.
AEU Int. J. Electron. Commun. 2021, 134, 153673. [CrossRef]

12. Khamaisi, B.; Jameson, S.; Socher, E. A 210–227 GHz transmitter with integrated on-chip antenna in 90 nm CMOS technology.
IEEE Trans. Terahertz Sci. Technol. 2013, 3, 141–150. [CrossRef]

13. Varshney, G. Tunable Terahertz Dielectric Resonator Antenna. Silicon 2021, 13, 1907–1915. [CrossRef]
14. Yaduvanshi, R.S. Terahertz Dielectric Resonator Antennas for High Speed Communication and Sensing: From Theory to Design and

Implementation; Institution of Engineering and Technology: London, UK, 2021. [CrossRef]
15. Mak, K.M.; So, K.K.; Lai, H.W.; Luk, K.M. A Magnetoelectric Dipole Leaky-Wave Antenna for Millimeter-Wave Application. IEEE

Trans. Antennas Propag. 2017, 65, 6395–6402. [CrossRef]
16. Nella, A.; Bhowmick, A.; Rajagopal, M. A novel offset feed flared monopole quasi-Yagi high directional UWB antenna. Int. J. RF

Microw. Comput. Eng. 2021, 31, e22653. [CrossRef]
17. Saurabh, L.; Bhatnagar, A.; Kumar, S. Design and performance analysis of bow-tie photoconductive antenna for THz application.

In Proceedings of the 2017 International Conference on Intelligent Computing and Control, I2C2 2017, Coimbatore, India, 23–24
June 2017; IEEE: Piscataway, NJ, USA, 2018; Volumn 2018, pp. 1–3. [CrossRef]

18. Alharbi, A.G.; Sorathiya, V. Ultra-Wideband Graphene-Based Micro-Sized Circular Patch-Shaped Yagi-like MIMO Antenna for
Terahertz Wireless Communication. Electronics 2022, 11, 1305. [CrossRef]

19. Krishna, C.M.; Das, S.; Lakrit, S.; Lavadiya, S.; Madhav, B.T.P.; Sorathiya, V. Design and analysis of a super wideband (0.09−30.14
THz) graphene based log periodic dipole array antenna for terahertz applications. Optik Stuttg. 2021, 247, 167991. [CrossRef]

20. Modak, S.; Khan, T. Cuboidal quad-port UWB-MIMO antenna with WLAN rejection using spiral EBG structures. Int. J. Microw.
Wirel. Technol. 2022, 14, 626–633. [CrossRef]

21. Modak, S.; Khan, T.; Denidni, T.A.; Antar, Y.M.M. Miniaturized self-isolated UWB MIMO planar/cuboidal antenna with dual
X-band interference rejection. AEU Int. J. Electron. Commun. 2022, 143, 154020. [CrossRef]

22. Dhillon, A.S.; Mittal, D.; Sidhu, E. THz rectangular microstrip patch antenna employing polyimide substrate for video rate
imaging and homeland defence applications. Optik Stuttg. 2017, 144, 634–641. [CrossRef]

23. Denizhan Sirmaci, Y.; Akin, C.K.; Sabah, C. Fishnet based metamaterial loaded THz patch antenna. Opt. Quantum Electron. 2016,
48, 168. [CrossRef]

24. Paul, L.C.; Islam, M.M. Proposal of wide bandwidth and very miniaturized having dimension of µm range slotted patch THz
microstrip antenna using PBG substrate and DGS. In Proceedings of the 20th International Conference of Computer and Information
Technology, ICCIT 2017, Dhaka, Bangladesh, 22–24 December 2017; IEEE: Piscataway, NJ, USA, 2018; Volumn 2018, pp. 1–6.

25. Vettikalladi, H.; Sethi, W.T.; Bin Abas, A.F.; Ko, W.; Alkanhal, M.A.; Himdi, M. Sub-THz Antenna for High-Speed Wireless
Communication Systems. Int. J. Antennas Propag. 2019, 2019, 9573647. [CrossRef]

26. Geim, A. Graphene—The perfect atomic lattice. Uspekhi Fiz. Nauk 2011, 181, 1283. [CrossRef]
27. Patel, S.K.; Sorathiya, V.; Nguyen, T.K.; Dhasarathan, V. Numerical investigation of tunable metasurface of graphene split-ring

resonator for terahertz frequency with reflection controlling property. Phys. E Low-Dimens. Syst. Nanostruct. 2020, 118, 113910.
[CrossRef]

28. Chan, C.H. THz Antennas—Design, Fabrication and Testing. In Proceedings of the 13th European Conference on Antennas
and Propagation, EuCAP 2019, Krakow, Poland, 31 March–5 April 2019; European Association on Antennas and Propagation:
Florence, Italy, 2019; pp. 8–11.

29. Babu, K.V.; Anuradha, B.; Das, S. Design & analysis of a dual-band MIMO antenna to reduce the mutual coupling. J. Instrum.
2019, 14, 1–9. [CrossRef]

30. Naga Jyothi Sree, G.; Nelaturi, S. Design and experimental verification of fractal based MIMO antenna for lower sub 6-GHz 5G
applications. AEU Int. J. Electron. Commun. 2021, 137, 153797. [CrossRef]

31. Nasir, J.; Jamaluddin, M.H.; Khalily, M.; Kamarudin, M.R.; Ullah, I.; Selvaraju, R. A reduced size dual port MIMO DRA with high
isolation for 4G applications. Int. J. RF Microw. Comput. Eng. 2015, 25, 495–501. [CrossRef]

32. Sharawi, M.S. Printed multi-band MIMO antenna systems and their performance metrics [wireless corner]. IEEE Antennas Propag.
Mag. 2013, 55, 218–232. [CrossRef]

http://doi.org/10.23919/J.CC.2020.07.011
http://doi.org/10.1109/TAP.2018.2796299
http://doi.org/10.1109/TTHZ.2016.2634860
http://doi.org/10.1063/1.3072357
http://doi.org/10.1590/2179-10742019v18i31577
http://doi.org/10.1002/dac.4934
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.aeue.2021.153673
http://doi.org/10.1109/TTHZ.2012.2236836
http://doi.org/10.1007/s12633-020-00577-0
http://doi.org/10.1049/PBTE103E
http://doi.org/10.1109/TAP.2017.2722868
http://doi.org/10.1002/mmce.22653
http://doi.org/10.1109/I2C2.2017.8321808
http://doi.org/10.3390/electronics11091305
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijleo.2021.167991
http://doi.org/10.1017/S1759078721000775
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.aeue.2021.154020
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijleo.2017.07.018
http://doi.org/10.1007/s11082-016-0449-6
http://doi.org/10.1155/2019/9573647
http://doi.org/10.3367/ufnr.0181.201112d.1283
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.physe.2019.113910
http://doi.org/10.1088/1748-0221/14/09/P09023
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.aeue.2021.153797
http://doi.org/10.1002/mmce.20884
http://doi.org/10.1109/MAP.2013.6735522


Sensors 2023, 23, 37 19 of 19

33. Elfergani, I.; Iqbal, A.; Zebiri, C.; Basir, A.; Rodriguez, J.; Sajedin, M.; de Oliveira Pereira, A.; Mshwat, W.; Abd-Alhameed, R.;
Ullah, S. Low-Profile and Closely Spaced Four-Element MIMO Antenna for Wireless Body Area Networks. Electronics 2020, 9,
258. [CrossRef]

34. Iqbal, A.; Selmi, M.A.; Abdulrazak, L.F.; Saraereh, O.A.; Mallat, N.K.; Smida, A. A Compact Substrate Integrated Waveguide
Cavity-Backed Self-Triplexing Antenna. IEEE Trans. Circuits Syst. II Express Briefs 2020, 67, 2362–2366. [CrossRef]

35. Wei, K.; Li, J.-Y.; Wang, L.; Xing, Z.-J.; Xu, R. Mutual Coupling Reduction by Novel Fractal Defected Ground Structure Bandgap
Filter. IEEE Trans. Antennas Propag. 2016, 64, 4328–4335. [CrossRef]

36. Iqbal, A.; Altaf, A.; Abdullah, M.; Alibakhshikenari, M.; Limiti, E.; Kim, S. Modified u-shaped resonator as decoupling structure
in mimo antenna. Electron 2020, 9, 1321. [CrossRef]

37. Siegel, P.H. Terahertz technology in biology and medicine. IEEE Trans. Microw. Theory Tech. 2004, 52, 2438–2447. [CrossRef]
38. Chen, Z.; Ma, X.; Zhang, B.; Zhang, Y.; Niu, Z.; Kuang, N.; Chen, W.; Li, L.; Li, S. A survey on terahertz communications. China

Commun. 2019, 16, 1–35. [CrossRef]
39. Jha, K.R.; Singh, G. Dual-band rectangular microstrip patch antenna at terahertz frequency for surveillance system. J. Comput.

Electron. 2010, 9, 31–41. [CrossRef]
40. Nejati, A.; Sadeghzadeh, R.A.; Geran, F. Effect of photonic crystal and frequency selective surface implementation on gain

enhancement in the microstrip patch antenna at terahertz frequency. Phys. B Condens. Matter 2014, 449, 113–120. [CrossRef]
41. Sharma, A.; Singh, G. Rectangular microstirp patch antenna design at THz frequency for short distance wireless communication

systems. J. Infrared Millim. Terahertz Waves 2009, 30, 1–7. [CrossRef]
42. Sharma, A.; Dwivedi, V.K.; Singh, G. THz rectangular microstrip patch antenna on multilayered substrate for advance wireless

communication systems. In Proceedings of the Progress in Electromagnetics Research Symposium, Moscow, Russia, 18–21 August
2009; Volumn 1, pp. 617–621.

43. Azarbar, A.; Masouleh, M.S.; Behbahani, A.K. A new terahertz microstrip rectangular patch array antenna. Int. J. Electromagn.
Applications 2014, 4, 25–29.

44. Mahmud, R.H. Terahertz Microstrip Patch Antennas For The Surveillance Applications. Kurdistan J. Appl. Res. 2020, 5, 16–27.
[CrossRef]

45. Krishna, C.M.; Das, S.; Nella, A.; Lakrit, S.; Madhav, B.T.P. A Micro-Sized Rhombus-Shaped THz Antenna for High-Speed
Short-Range Wireless Communication Applications. Plasmonics 2021, 16, 2167–2177. [CrossRef]

46. Younssi, M.; Jaoujal, A.; Diallo, Y.; El Moussaoui, A.; Aknin, N. Study of a Microstrip Antenna with and Without Superstrate for
Terahertz Frequency. Int. J. Innov. Appl. Stud. 2013, 2, 369–371.

47. Kushwaha, R.K.; Karuppanan, P.; Malviya, L.D. Design and analysis of novel microstrip patch antenna on photonic crystal in
THz. Phys. B Condens. Matter 2018, 545, 107–112. [CrossRef]

48. Hocini, A.; Temmar, M.N.; Khedrouche, D.; Zamani, M. Novel approach for the design and analysis of a terahertz microstrip
patch antenna based on photonic crystals. Photonics Nanostruct. Fundam. Appl. 2019, 36, 100723. [CrossRef]

Disclaimer/Publisher’s Note: The statements, opinions and data contained in all publications are solely those of the individual
author(s) and contributor(s) and not of MDPI and/or the editor(s). MDPI and/or the editor(s) disclaim responsibility for any injury to
people or property resulting from any ideas, methods, instructions or products referred to in the content.

http://doi.org/10.3390/electronics9020258
http://doi.org/10.1109/TCSII.2020.2966527
http://doi.org/10.1109/TAP.2016.2591058
http://doi.org/10.3390/electronics9081321
http://doi.org/10.1109/TMTT.2004.835916
http://doi.org/10.23919/JCC.2019.09.001
http://doi.org/10.1007/s10825-009-0297-8
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.physb.2014.05.014
http://doi.org/10.1007/s10762-008-9416-z
http://doi.org/10.24017/science.2020.1.2
http://doi.org/10.1007/s11468-021-01472-z
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.physb.2018.05.045
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.photonics.2019.100723

	Introduction 
	Hilbert Shape Design and Numerical Parameters 
	Results and Discussion 
	MIMO Antenna Parameters 
	Conclusions 
	References

