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Abstract: Global Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS) have revolutionized land surveying, by
determining position coordinates with centimeter-level accuracy in real-time or up to sub-millimeter
accuracy in post-processing solutions. Although low-cost single-frequency receivers do not meet
the accuracy requirements of many surveying applications, multi-frequency hardware is expected
to overcome the major issues. Therefore, this paper is aimed at investigating the performance of
a u-blox ZED-FIP receiver, connected to a u-blox ANN-MB-00-00 antenna, during multiple field
experiments. Satisfactory signal acquisition was noticed but it resulted as >7 dB Hz weaker than with
a geodetic-grade receiver, especially for low-elevation mask signals. In the static mode, the ambiguity
fixing rate reaches 80%, and a horizontal accuracy of few centimeters was achieved during an hour-
long session. Similar accuracy was achieved with the Precise Point Positioning (PPP) if a session is
extended to at least 2.5 h. Real-Time Kinematic (RTK) and Network RTK measurements achieved
a horizontal accuracy better than 5 cm and a sub-decimeter vertical accuracy. If a base station
constituted by a low-cost receiver is used, the horizontal accuracy degrades by a factor of two and
such a setup may lead to an inaccurate height determination under dynamic surveying conditions,
e.g., rotating antenna of the mobile receiver.

Keywords: GNSS; low-cost; land-surveying; RTK; PPP; positioning accuracy

1. Introduction

Global Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS) are widely used in a variety of geoscience
applications [1], including tectonic plate motion monitoring [2], surface deformations [3],
landslide monitoring [4], seismology [5], as well as ionosphere [6] and troposphere [7]
remote sensing. A GNSS receiver remains the core sensor in navigation systems of un-
manned aerial vehicles [8] and autonomous vehicles [9]. Yet the GNSS have revolutionized
not only geosciences but also land surveying [10], as they allow for determining position
coordinates with centimeter-level precision in real-time or up to sub-millimeter accuracy in
post-processing solutions.

Achieving precise and accurate position coordinates requires a combination of the
three following aspects: availability of a well-defined reference frame; processing of carrier-
phase measurements, use of an appropriate measurement model. Two general approaches
can be distinguished, namely absolute and relative positioning. In absolute positioning,
the reference frame for measurements is provided by satellite coordinates, while in relative
positioning, a reference station has well-known coordinates. Therefore, the positioning
accuracy of a GNSS directly depends on the accuracy of the coordinates of either the
satellites or the reference station. The International GNSS Service (IGS, https://www.
igs.org/) provides satellite orbits, clocks, and established control point networks with
centimeter-level accuracy, in order to maintain national reference frames all over the world.
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The relative positioning is commonly used in land surveying applications, in real-time
post-processing. Real-Time Kinematic (RTK) or Network RTK (NRTK) modes allow for
achieving centimeter-level accuracy in real-time [11] if there is a base station or a network
of reference stations near the mobile receiver. A millimeter level accuracy can be achieved
with a differential approach for long static surveys by means of networks of GNSS receivers
separated by tens to hundreds of kilometers [12]. The dominant technique in absolute
positioning is the Precise Point Positioning (PPP) [13], which works worldwide, even if
high-precision results are still limited to static surveys and dual-frequency receivers [14].
Therefore, the choice of the measurement model should depend on the required positioning
accuracy and availability of a local GNSS frame.

Even if both the well-defined reference frame and the chosen measurement model
are available, the acquisition of carrier phase measurements remains critical. For many
years, such a feature was limited to dual-frequency geodetic-grade receivers, whose high
cost was the limiting factor for many applications [15,16]. Since low-cost single-frequency
receivers capable of logging carrier phase measurements have become available, several
studies aimed at investigating their positioning accuracy [17,18] and demonstrations of
low-cost monitoring applications were performed [19,20]. Two main advantages of using
low-cost receivers are the possibility of deployment in hazardous areas and logging a
higher amount of position data [21]. Millimeter [15] to centimeter-level [22] accuracy can
be achieved under favorable conditions [23], as the antenna is the key factor limiting the
positioning accuracy [18]. Moreover, the ionosphere delay remains a major error source
affecting single-frequency PPP [17] and long-baseline RTK [15]. Most of the low-cost single-
frequency receivers available on the market do not meet their nominal performance in
urban areas characterized by the multipath effect [24].

After the development of low-cost multi-frequency receivers, the ionosphere delay is
no longer an issue and can be removed by combining the measurements obtained at two
frequencies. Currently, two dual-frequency receivers are available on the market, namely
u-blox ZED-F9P (https://www.u-blox.com) and SkyTraQ PX1122R (https:/ /www.skytraq.
com.tw). The former is capable of simultaneously tracking four GNSS (GPS, GLONASS,
Galileo, and BeiDou). However, the positioning accuracy of low-cost receivers is worse
than geodetic-grade receivers, thus increasing the convergence time of a real-time PPP
solution [25]. If a low-cost patch antenna is used, it is needed to correct the carrier phase
patterns [26]. Moreover, these receivers can be used for geodetic surveys in open sky
conditions and short baselines [27].

Very few studies on the performance of a low-cost receiver combined with a low-
cost antenna, used for precise relative and absolute positioning in static and kinematic
mode, are available [28]. Although the manufacturers declare that their receivers enable
a reliable positioning in RTK mode with a short convergence time, such a performance
is limited to a favorable environment [24]. Therefore, this paper aims at evaluating the
signal acquisition performance and accuracy of a low-cost dual-frequency multi-GNSS
receiver, used for a relative (RTK and NRTK) and absolute static positioning in typical
land-surveying applications, e.g., establishment of control points and cadastral surveying.

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Low-Cost Receiver and Antenna

The u-blox C099-F9P evaluation board was used for the ZED-FIP high precision GNSS
module. This board allowed flexible connectivity options (including USB and Arduino
UNO R3 header) and easy receiver configuration through the free u-center software,
provided together with the receiver. The receiver tracked GPSL1 C/A and L2 C, GLONASS
L1 OF and L2 OF, Galileo E1-B/C and E5b, BeiDou B1I and B2I signals. The manufacturer
declared a positioning accuracy of 1 cm + 1 ppm in RTK mode, with a baseline limited to
20 km.

The receiver was connected to a standard u-blox ANN-MB-00-00 patch antenna,
having a circular ground plane (as recommended by the manufacturer). It was a Right Hand
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Circular Polarized (RHCP) dual-band antenna (L1 and L2/E5b/B2I). The manufacturer
provided information on the typical maximum phase center offset (PCO) and phase center
variations (PCV) only for GPS L1 and L2 frequencies. PCO was lower than 5 mm in the
horizontal plane, lower than 8.9 mm, and 7.6 mm in the vertical plane for L1 and L2,
respectively. PCV was lower than 5 mm and lower than 10 mm over all azimuth and
elevations, for L1 and L2, respectively. The declared PCO and PCV values did not fit with
the antenna calibration model developed by Krietemeyer et al. [26].

2.2. Reference Data and Measurements

Multi-GNSS 1 Hz measurements from IGS station WROC and from permanent sta-
tions of the national ASG-EUPOS system (http:/ /www.asgeupos.pl) were used. Trimble
R10 geodetic-grade receiver and antenna were used for performing measurements in the
static mode (2 h-long sessions) on all control points and, then, the position data were
processed through the automatic post-processing service POZGEO of ASG-EUPOS. Ref-
erence coordinates were provided in the Polish PL-2000 coordinate system, which was a
Gauss-Kriiger projection of coordinates determined in the European Terrestrial Reference
System (ETRS) 89.

2.3. Experiment Setup and Processing Strategies
2.3.1. Static Measurements

Measurements were performed in five control points in two areas, i.e., one point (51)
in a rural area (on 21 September 2020) and four points (52, S3, 54, and S5) in an urban
area (on 25 October 2020). The rural area was in the countryside Suliszewice, near Sieradz
city, Poland (Figure 1a), characterized by open-sky conditions. The point was measured
for 5.5 h. The two nearest ASG-EUPOS stations were KALI (26 km far) and WIEL (50 km
far). The urban area was in Wroclaw city, Poland, around the University campus, near
buildings of different heights (up to 85 m), thus representing more challenging surveying
conditions (Figure 1b). WROC station was located in the central part of this testing area.
The longest baseline between a test point and the reference station was 385 m. Each point
was measured for 1 h. Moreover, on 22 September 2020, a 24-h long measurement was
performed near WROC station (roof of a building, open-sky conditions), which was used
for analyzing the signal acquisition by a low-cost receiver.

@)

Figure 1. Location of control points and reference stations in (a) countryside and (b) urban areas.

In order to investigate the performance of a low-cost patch antenna and the signal
acquisition by a low-cost receiver, the dependence of the carrier-to-noise ratio (C/Ny)
on the satellite elevation, GNSS and frequency was investigated. Then, the open-source
RTKLib software (http:/ /www.rtklib.com) was used for post-processing the data logged
in the relative positioning. CSRS-PPP online service (https://webapp.geod.nrcan.gc.ca/
geod/tools-outils/ppp.php) was used for the absolute positioning. Table 1 shows the
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details of both processing strategies. Moreover, in order to evaluate the impact of session
length on the estimation of coordinates (both in relative and absolute positioning), the
measurements in S1 were split into shorter and independent sessions, i.e., two sessions
of 2.5 h, five sessions of 1 h, 11 sessions of 30 min and 22 sessions of 15 min. For relative
positioning, the ambiguity fixing ratio was investigated. Finally, the uncertainty (i.e., the a
posteriori standard deviation of estimated coordinates) and accuracy (i.e., the difference
with respect to known coordinates) were evaluated for relative and absolute positioning,
by using the measurements obtained during sessions of 1 h. In S1, the first one hour
of observations was used, in order to have a fair comparison with measurements in the
urban area. In the relative positioning, S1 coordinates were determined by using both
the reference stations, in order to evaluate the impact of baseline length on the accuracy.
The coordinates of S2, S3, S4, and S5 were determined with respect to the WROC station,
without network adjustment, because a single point was measured in a time.

Table 1. Processing strategies for the relative and absolute positioning.

Relative Positioning Absolute Positioning
Software/service RTKLib CSRS-PPP
GNSS GPS + GLONASS + Galileo GPS + GLONASS
Satellite orbits and clocks MGEX Final (COM) MGEX Final (COM)
Technique double-differencing PPP
Frequencies L1+L2/L5 Ionosphere-free from L1 + L2
Measurement frequency 1Hz 1Hz
Elevation mask 10° 7.5°
Satellite PCO/PCV igsl4.atx igsl4.atx
Antenna PCO/PCV none none
Troposphere delay Saastamoinen estimated
Ambiguities fixed float

2.3.2. RTK and NRTK

The performance of RTK and NRTK modes was evaluated in multiple configurations
and the coordinates directly estimated by the mobile receiver were used. Firstly, a dual
receiver configuration, in which both the base station and the mobile receiver were u-blox
evaluation boards, was used. The antenna of the mobile receiver was mounted on a 0.93 m
long arm, which spins around the antenna of the base station. The horizontal distance and
height difference between the two receivers was analyzed in each epoch during 17 rotations
and compared with a nominal value. As the orientation of the antenna of the mobile
receiver with respect to the antenna of the base station was changing over time, patterns
indicating either multipath effect or irregularities in the antenna phase center variation
were searched.

Seven control points having known coordinates were selected and measurements in
the following positioning modes were performed: (a) RTK using a geodetic grade receiver
(WROC station) as a base station, (b) NRTK using network differential correction data trans-
mitted by the Leica HxGn Smartnet service (https:/ /www.smartnetleica.pl/smartnet/),
based on Virtual Reference Station (VRS) concept, (c) RTK using a low-cost receiver as a
base station. In each positioning mode, two measurement series were performed at each
point. After every single measurement, the re-initialization of the receiver was carried out,
in order for the ambiguities to be independently computed. The accuracy achieved by the
low-cost receiver was analyzed in each positioning mode.

3. Results and Discussion
3.1. Carrier-to-Noise Ratio Analysis

A strong dependence of the C/Nj on satellite elevation was noticed (Figure 2). For
the L1 frequency, the highest C/Nj ratios (26 to 53 dB Hz) were recorded for elevation
angles between 35 and 70°. For higher elevation angles, C/Ny were higher than 26 dB
Hz but remained lower than 50 dB Hz. Below 20°, a significant amount of measurements
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with C/Ny lower than 30 dB Hz was noticed. For the second frequency (L2/E5b/B2I),
a nearly linear increase of the average C/Nj was recorded with the increasing elevation
angle. Multiple C/Nj ratios lower than 30 dB Hz were noticed for elevation angles lower
than 20°. By assuming that typical C/Ny ratios vary from 35 to 55 dB Hz with a minimum
of around 28 dB Hz [29], a u-blox receiver combined with a low-cost antenna performed
well, except for the low-elevation satellites.

a) 60 b) 60
55 [ 55 L
50t | S IS ol ol N 50 F .._. _.' :__

C/N, [dBHz]

G/, [dBHZ]

20
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Figure 2. Carrier-to-noise ratio (C/Nj) for (a) 1st and (b) 2nd frequency as a function of satellite

elevation angle for the u-blox receiver. The dots indicate individual measurements, while the lines

represent the elevation mean. 22 September 2020 (24 h). G, R, E, C stand for GPS, GLONASS, Galileo,

and BeiDou, respectively.

Compared to a geodetic grade antenna and receiver (Figure 3), C/Nj ratios for a
u-blox receiver resulted on average lower by 7.2 and 7.0 dB Hz for the first and second
frequency, respectively. For the L1 frequency, 98.9% of measurements showed a lower
C/Np ratio by using the low-cost receiver, rather than the geodetic-grade receiver. For the
second frequency, this percentage dropped to 93.7%. Although for most cases the C/Njy
ratios were lower for the u-blox receiver, exceptional cases of stronger acquisition as well as
the acquisition of signals weaker than 28 dB Hz, reflecting the implementation of a modern
detection approach, which enhanced the acquisition of weak signals.
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15 15+
10+ -

10

G/N,, [dBHz]

[ e ) |

-G -R -E 1st freq.

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90
Elevation angle [deg]

C/N_ [dBHz]

-G -R.E

2nd freq. |

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90
Elevation angle [deg]

Figure 3. Carrier-to-noise ratio (C/Np) difference (u-blox minus a geodetic grade receiver at WROC
station) for (a) 1st and (b) 2nd frequency as a function of satellite elevation angle: the dots indicate
individual measurements, while lines represent elevation mean. 22 September 2020 (24 h).
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The C/Nj differences between the two frequencies for the same satellite (Figure 4)
corresponded to the difference in signal transmission energy, i.e., for GPS the L1 signal
resulted from 3 to 7.5 dB higher than the L2 signal, for GLONASS the L1 signal was 6 dB

higher than L2, for Galileo the E1 signal was 2 dB lower than E5b, for BeiDou the B1 signal
was 4 dB higher than B2.
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Figure 4. Histograms of carrier-to-noise ratio (C/Ny) for each Global Navigation Satellite Systems (a)
GPS, (b) GLONASS, (c) Galileo and (d) BeiDou and frequency, computed by using a u-blox receiver.
22 September 2020 (24 h).

3.2. Static Positioning
3.2.1. Session Length

The ambiguity fixing rate, i.e., the percentage of fixed carrier phase ambiguities in a
session, was considered as a first quality indicator of the baseline solution. In the open
sky environment (point S1), the average ambiguity fixing rate for the shortest baseline
reached almost 80%, even though it varied from 43.3% to 97.9% for sessions of 15 min
(Table 2). Therefore, it indicated that ambiguity fixing rate depends on satellite geometry
and environmental conditions. The longer sessions were, the smaller the range of fixed
ambiguities among sessions was. For the longest baseline, the average ambiguity fixing
rate did not exceed 60%, and no ambiguity fixed was recorded during sessions of 15 min.
Unresolved ambiguity resolution was mainly caused by atmospheric biases, which start
playing a role for baselines exceeding 20 km [30].

Table 2. Statistics of fixed ambiguities [%] in the relative mode for point S1.

Reference Station: KALI Reference Station: WIEL
Session Length - -
min max Average min max Average

15 min 43.3 97.9 78.2 0.0 94.1 413

30 min 61.2 95.3 79.5 10.5 85.3 53.0

1h 715 88.8 79.5 35.4 86.7 55.6

25h 78.4 81.2 79.8 46.2 68.2 57.2

5h 79.9 79.9 79.9 58.0 58.0 58.0

For each session, the last fixed position was used for further accuracy analysis. The
extended session length went in line with the increased accuracy of estimated coordinates
(Figure 5). For the shortest baseline, the horizontal accuracy was better than 10 mm even
during 1-h-long sessions. Yet, also during 15-min-long sessions, horizontal accuracy greater
than 20 mm was achieved. Although the precision, i.e., the repeatability of the vertical
component (Up), was similar for the horizontal coordinates (East and North), an average
bias of +19 mm was recorded with respect to reference coordinates. This offset exceeded
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the sub-centimeter antenna PCO/PCV in the vertical plane, declared by the manufacturer.
The scatter of coordinates estimated with the longest baselines was higher by a factor of
2 to 3. Even during the 5-h-long session, the horizontal and vertical accuracy exceeded
20 mm. Moreover, an average bias of —18 mm, +14 mm, and —20 mm was recorded for the
North, East, and Up components, respectively.

a) 60— b) 60 ———— ¢) 600 —=
L ®  North| | L ®  North| | L
50 =  East 50 = East 500
40t -~ Up | 40+ 4 Up |4 400 +
s 4 A, sor 8 & " 1 300w
— " Y o rs — " B — :
E 2 & . E 20 @ ! 1 E 200t
E £t 4 . E o« E o
v 10r % ; : 1 o 107 L 1 @ 100r
Q L] Q [ | . o tH
c c 1] o -
S 0f . 12 0F . 18 0 fs
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L
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-40 ] 40r 5 .. 1 -400 1
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1/4h05h 1h 25h 5h 1/4h05h 1h 25h 5h 1/4h05h 1h 25h 5h
Session length Session length Session length

Figure 5. Coordinate differences of point S1 obtained for various session lengths: (a) in the relative
positioning using the reference station KALI; (b) in the relative positioning using reference station
WIEL; (c) in the absolute positioning.

For absolute positioning, the improvement of accuracy over time was even more evi-
dent than in the relative positioning. However, this was expected even for geodetic-grade
receivers, because a significant change in satellite geometry was required to effectively
de-correlate carrier phase ambiguities in PPP. After processing the 5 h-long sessions, the
accuracy of —3 mm, +13 mm, and 0 mm was achieved for the North, East, and Up compo-
nents, respectively.

3.2.2. Positioning Confidence and Accuracy

Estimated uncertainty of coordinates is another indicator of the quality of a positioning
solution. For 1-h-long sessions and relative positioning, the uncertainty at a 95% confidence
level was similar for all points and, surprisingly, did not depend on baseline length
(Figure 6a). For S1 points measured in the open-sky conditions, as well as for points
measured in the urban area (51, S2, S3, S4, S5) similar 20 uncertainties of less than 1 mm
were achieved for horizontal coordinates and between 2 to 3 mm for the vertical component.
With PPP (Figure 6b), the uncertainties resulted much higher and depended on the satellite
visibility, i.e., they were significantly lower for S1 than for the other points. The decimeter
level 20 uncertainties achieved for the urban environment during 1-h-long sessions did
not meet the requirements of precise positioning. Even in the open sky conditions, poor
uncertainties (20) were achieved, i.e., they were lower than 20 mm and higher than 50 mm
for the horizontal and vertical components, respectively.

The differences of coordinates with respect to reference data (Figure 7) resulted sig-
nificantly higher in the relative positioning and much lower in the absolute positioning
rather than corresponding uncertainties. Nevertheless, in the relative positioning, the
centimeter-level accuracy was achieved both for the horizontal and vertical components.
The corresponding root means square errors (RMSE) are 11, 17, and 15 mm for the North,
East, and Up component, respectively. The worst accuracy was achieved for the S1 co-
ordinates determined by using the 50-km-long baseline (WIEL). With PPP, coordinate
differences resulted lower than 1 decimeter. Only for S1 was centimeter-level accuracy
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achieved, due to the open sky measurement conditions. The RMSE were 20, 58, and 56 mm,
for the North, East, and Up components, respectively.

a) Relative b) Absolute
(I North I st [N Up | oop|  [EEEEENortn NN East NN Up| |
40 1
a5t | 175
3.0 1 150 |
E 25} ‘E125;
E E
G207 51007
15} 757
1.0 50 ¢
0.5 25+
0.0 0
S1(K) S1W) S2 S3 sS4 S5 $1 82 s3 S4 s5

Figure 6. Coordinate uncertainty at 95% (20) confidence level in: (a) relative positioning (the reference
station is KALI for S1(K), WIEL for S1(W), WROC for S2 to S5); (b) absolute positioning.
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Figure 7. Coordinate differences from 1-h long sessions obtained in: (a) relative positioning (the
reference station is: KALI for S1(K), WIEL for S1(W), WROC for S2 to S5); (b) absolute positioning.

3.3. RTK and NRTK
3.3.1. Baseline Precision

From the experiment with a spinning mobile receiver, the baseline length, i.e., the
horizontal distance between the base station and the mobile receiver, was continuously
determined with high precision, i.e., the RMSE of length differences with respect to nominal
baseline length was 8.6 mm (Figure 8a). Among 1734 registered epochs (2 Hz registration
frequency), 7 epochs (0.7%) with length error exceeding 30 mm and 44 epochs (2.5%) with
length error exceeding 20 mm were recorded. The highest positioning error was 52 mm.

The RMSE for the vertical component was 56.7 mm. For 46% of epochs, the positioning
error for the height determination exceeded 5 cm, including 11% of epochs with errors
exceeding 10 cm. Moreover, oscillations of the vertical component determination were
noticed (Figure 8b). They were recorded during both rotation directions, i.e., clockwise (CW)
and counterclockwise (CCW), and were not triggered by the change of rotation direction.
All solutions were reported by the receiver as fixed, thus excluding the ambiguity fixing
issues as a potential error source.
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Figure 8. Positioning error in consecutive epochs: (a) for baseline length; (b) for the height difference. Dashed black lines indicate changes
in the rotation direction (CW—clockwise, CCW—counter-clockwise).

Solutions were assigned to rotation direction, i.e., CW and CCW. Thus, they were
grouped into two disjunctive sets and their concentration was analyzed within a certain
range of baseline azimuths (Figure 9). In both sets, small height determination errors were
predominant for azimuths from 80 to 240°. Significantly underestimated heights (i.e., with
height determination error exceeding 5 cm) were predominant for azimuths from 270 to 50°,
while the significantly overestimated heights were recorded only within a limited azimuth
range, i.e., between 155 and 231°. Therefore, inaccurate height determination was due to
the orientation change of the antenna of the mobile receiver with respect to the antenna of
the base station. This implied two possible error sources, i.e., missing PCO/PCV models
or improper handling of the wind-up effect. The latter would result in the increase or
decrease (depending on the rotation direction) of a measured carrier phase, thus producing
accumulated height determination errors, as long as the rotation direction does not change.
Since the height determination error did not accumulate (Figure 8b) but oscillated, i.e., they
depended on the azimuth (Figure 9b), missing PCO/PCV models was identified as the
error source. The opposite orientation of low-cost antennas (which corresponded to the
azimuth around 0°) resulted in accumulated PCO/PCV error, which resulted in inaccurate
height determination.
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Figure 9. Positioning error: (a) as a function of azimuth for baseline length; (b) as a function of azimuth for height difference;
(c) as a function of antenna locations for height difference (color-coded), with indicated changes in the rotation direction.

CW—clockwise, CCW—counter-clockwise.

3.3.2. Positioning Accuracy

In the last field experiment, the horizontal and vertical accuracy of RTK/NRTK was
evaluated by using three different configurations in the urban environment. Each set
of coordinates was determined from a fixed solution (as indicated by the receiver). The
highest horizontal accuracy was achieved in RTK mode by using a geodetic-grade base
station (Figure 10a). The RMSE of horizontal positioning error was 20 mm and the highest
error was 33 mm. In the NRTK mode, the corresponding values were 32 mm and 56 mm
(Figure 10b), which was in agreement with the horizontal positioning accuracy of 3 cm
declared by the service provider.

In the configuration including a base station and a mobile receiver, both constituted by
low-cost receivers (Figure 10b), the RMSE was 60 mm and the highest error reached 104 mm.
The horizontal positioning precision, measured as the standard deviation of position errors,
was 32 mm. The baselines were shorter than 0.5 km, thus achieving a positioning precision
worse by a factor of 2 rather than the that declared by the manufacturer, i.e., 1 cm + 1 ppm.

The positioning error in height determination varied from —40 to +80 mm (Figure 11).
For RTK with respect to the geodetic-grade base station, an average height error of 52 mm
was recorded, but the standard deviation of height error was only 10 mm, indicating the
high precision of the vertical component determination. In the NRTK mode, height was
overestimated by 27 mm + 23 mm. When two low-cost receivers are used for RTK, the
positioning error for height was 0 mm 4 18 mm. The results indicate that both low-cost
receivers have similar vertical PCO, which, however, is non-zero and causes overestimation
of heights in NRTK or RTK modes with respect to a geodetic-grade base station.
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Figure 11. Positioning error for height (with respect to reference coordinates) of control points
measured in two series by using: (a) WROC station as reference station; (b) NRTK SmartNet; (c)
u-blox receiver as a base station.

4. Conclusions

The performance of the low-cost dual-frequency u-blox ZED-FIP receiver, connected
to the low-cost ANN-MB-00-00 patch antenna, was evaluated. The current price of the
hardware is lower than 250 EUR. C/Nj ratios in such a configuration resulted on average
7 dB Hz lower than those obtained by using geodetic-grade hardware. Still, the low-cost
receiver performed well for elevation angles higher than 10°. Low C/Nj ratios for low
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elevation satellites were attributed to the simplified antenna construction, rather than the
receiver itself. The C/Nj differences between GNSS and frequencies were due to varying
signal transmission energy. Therefore, multi-GNSS signals acquisition with a low-cost
receiver is feasible and has accepted characteristics, but it is worse than that achievable by
using a geodetic-grade receiver.

In a static relative positioning under open sky conditions, almost 80% of fixed ambi-
guities were achieved with a 26 km long baseline. For the 50 km long baseline, the average
ambiguity fixing rate did not exceed 60%, as the atmospheric error sources prevented
ambiguity fixing. The fixing scores were c.a. 10% to 30% lower than those achievable
by using a geodetic-grade receiver with baselines of similar lengths [31]. Nevertheless, a
centimeter-level accuracy could be achieved in the relative positioning. The positioning
accuracy increased with the increasing session length but it decreased with the increasing
baseline length. For sessions longer than 1 h, a significant improvement was not observed,
neither in the ambiguity fixing rate nor in the horizontal and vertical positioning accu-
racy. Longer sessions are justified for the absolute positioning using the PPP technique,
in which the horizontal and vertical accuracy of few centimeters was achieved after 2.5 h
of measurements.

In a more challenging surveying environment, i.e., an urban area, an hour-long
static relative positioning allowed for achieving a horizontal (2D) and vertical accuracy
of 20 and 15 mm, respectively. However, the estimated uncertainties at a 95% confidence
level were an order of magnitude smaller. Contrary to baseline solutions, in the absolute
positioning, the differences between estimated and known coordinates of control points
were much lower than the estimated uncertainties. Differences between the estimated and
true coordinates were within the 10 cm range. Horizontal and vertical RMSE resulted in
62 and 56 mm, respectively. A distinct disagreement between accuracy and uncertainty
was justified by stochastic models, which varied in the software and are not optimized for
measurements performed by a low-cost receiver. Therefore, a limited confidence in the
estimated positioning error, i.e., a posteriori standard deviation, is suggested.

In the RTK mode, a positioning precision exceeding that provided by the manufacturer,
i.e, 1 cm + 1 ppm, was achieved. For a baseline shorter than 0.5 km and geodetic-grade
base station, the horizontal error reached 33 mm (RMSE was 20 mm) and the vertical
component (Up) was overestimated by 52 mm on average, with the highest error of 73 mm
(RMSE was 53 mm). The measurements performed by using two low-cost receivers, of
which one as a mobile receiver and the other as a base station, led to further degradation of
the positioning precision. Still, the positioning accuracy was high, i.e., the RMSE was 60
and 26 mm for the horizontal and vertical components, respectively. In the NRTK mode,
the positioning accuracy resulted between the two aforementioned RTK configurations
and was in agreement with the horizontal accuracy of 3 cm declared by the NRTK service
provider. Last but not least, inaccurate height determination was noticed in RTK surveying
by using two low-cost receivers, of which the mobile receiver spins around the base
station. A source of this issue was identified in accumulating PCO/PCV errors of the
used low-cost antennas, as the highest errors mostly occurred when antennas were in the
opposite orientation.

Similar to low-cost single-frequency receivers [25], low-cost dual-frequency receivers
do not meet their nominal performance in urban areas. However, the positioning accuracy
achieved in static and RTK/NRTK modes justifies their use in land surveying applications,
such as cadastral surveying and mapping, which require sub-decimeter horizontal accu-
racy. Static positioning using low-cost receivers (both base station and mobile receiver),
which achieves baseline accuracy better than 1 cm, is suitable for monitoring applications,
including hazard and atmosphere monitoring. Although low-cost solutions, which are
tailored for land-surveying, are not available on the market yet, this market is expected to
rapidly grow soon.



Sensors 2021, 21, 1956 13 of 14

Author Contributions: Conceptualization, N.W. and T.H.; methodology, T.H.; formal analysis,
N.W., TH. and G.M.; resources, N.W. and A K,; data curation, N.W. and A K.; writing—original
draft preparation, T.H.; writing—review and editing, N.W. and A.K,; visualization, T.H. and G.M.;
supervision, T.H.; funding acquisition, T.H. All authors have read and agreed to the published
version of the manuscript.

Funding: Low-cost receivers were funded by the research support funds of the Wroctaw University
of Environmental and Life Sciences, Poland. T.H. was supported by the European Union’s Horizon
2020 research and innovation program under Marie Sklodowska-Curie Grant 835997.

Acknowledgments: We thank Leica HxGn for providing access to Smartnet service and ASG-EUPOS
for sharing GNSS observations from reference stations.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflict of interest.

References

1. Freymueller, J. Geodynamics. In Springer Handbook of Global Navigation Satellite Systems; Teunissen, P.J.G., Montenbruck, O., Eds.;
Springer International Publishing: Cham, Switzerland, 2017; pp. 1063-1106. ISBN 978-3-319-42928-1.

2. Kreemer, C.; Blewitt, G.; Klein, E.C. A Geodetic Plate Motion and Global Strain Rate Model. Geochem. Geophys. Geosystems 2014,
15, 3849-3889. [CrossRef]

3. Martin, A.; Anquela, A.B.; Dimas-Pagés, A.; Cos-Gayon, E. Validation of Performance of Real-Time Kinematic PPP. A Possible
Tool for Deformation Monitoring. Measurement 2015, 69, 95-108. [CrossRef]

4. Komac, M,; Holley, R.; Mahapatra, P.; van der Marel, H.; Bavec, M. Coupling of GPS/GNSS and Radar Interferometric Data for a
3D Surface Displacement Monitoring of Landslides. Landslides 2015, 12, 241-257. [CrossRef]

5. Nie, Z; Zhang, R; Liu, G,; Jia, Z.; Wang, D.; Zhou, Y.; Lin, M. GNSS Seismometer: Seismic Phase Recognition of Real-Time
High-Rate GNSS Deformation Waves. J. Appl. Geophys. 2016, 135, 328-337. [CrossRef]

6.  Jakowski, N.; Béniguel, Y.; Franceschi, G.D.; Pajares, M.H.; Jacobsen, K.S.; Stanislawska, I.; Tomasik, L.; Warnant, R.; Wautelet, G.
Monitoring, Tracking and Forecasting Ionospheric Perturbations Using GNSS Techniques. J. Space Weather Space Clim. 2012, 2, A22.
[CrossRef]

7. Bosy, J.; Kaplon, J.; Rohm, W.; Sierny, J.; Hadas, T. Near Real-Time Estimation of Water Vapour in the Troposphere Using Ground
GNSS and the Meteorological Data. Ann. Geophys. 2012, 30, 1379-1391. [CrossRef]

8. Padro, J.-C.; Munoz, E-J.; Planas, J.; Pons, X. Comparison of Four UAV Georeferencing Methods for Environmental Monitoring
Purposes Focusing on the Combined Use with Airborne and Satellite Remote Sensing Platforms. Int. J. Appl. Earth Obs. Geoinf.
2019, 75, 130-140. [CrossRef]

9.  Melendez-Pastor, C.; Ruiz-Gonzalez, R.; Gomez-Gil, J. A Data Fusion System of GNSS Data and On-Vehicle Sensors Data for
Improving Car Positioning Precision in Urban Environments. Expert Syst. Appl. 2017, 80, 28-38. [CrossRef]

10. Rizos, C. Surveying. In Springer Handbook of Global Navigation Satellite Systems; Teunissen, P.J.G., Montenbruck, O., Eds.; Springer
International Publishing: Cham, Switzerland, 2017; pp. 1011-1037. ISBN 978-3-319-42928-1.

11. Rizos, C. Network RTK Research and Implementation: A Geodetic Perspective. J. Glob. Position. Syst. 2002, 1, 144-150. [CrossRef]

12. Lindqwister, U.J.; Zumberge, ].F; Webb, EH.; Blewitt, G. Few Millimeter Precision for Baselines in the California Permanent GPS
Geodetic Array. Geophys. Res. Lett. 1991, 18, 1135-1138. [CrossRef]

13.  Zumberge, J.F; Heflin, M.B,; Jefferson, D.C.; Watkins, M.M.; Webb, EH. Precise Point Positioning for the Efficient and Robust
Analysis of GPS Data from Large Networks. J. Geophys. Res. Solid Earth 1997, 102, 5005-5017. [CrossRef]

14. Anquela, A.B.; Martin, A.; Berné, J.L.; Padin, J. GPS and GLONASS Static and Kinematic PPP Results. J. Surv. Eng. 2013, 139,
47-58. [CrossRef]

15. Cina, A; Piras, M. Performance of Low-Cost GNSS Receiver for Landslides Monitoring: Test and Results. Geornat. Nat. Hazards
Risk 2015, 6, 497-514. [CrossRef]

16. Biagi, L.; Grec, F.C.; Negretti, M. Low-Cost GNSS Receivers for Local Monitoring: Experimental Simulation, and Analysis of
Displacements. Sensors 2016, 16, 2140. [CrossRef]

17.  Gill, M,; Bisnath, S.; Aggrey, J.; Seepersad, G. Precise Point Positioning (PPP) Using Low-Cost and Ultra-Low-Cost GNSS
Receivers. In Proceedings of the 30th International Technical Meeting of The Satellite Division of The Institute of Navigation
(ION GNSS+ 2017), Portland, OR, USA, 25-29 September 2017; pp. 226-236.

18. Takasu, T.; Yasuda, A. Evaluation of RTK-GPS Performance with Low-Cost Single-Frequency GPS Receivers. In Proceedings of
International Symposium on GPS/GNSS; Tokyo University of Marine Science and Technology: Tokyo, Japan, 2008.

19. Notti, D.; Cina, A.; Manzino, A.; Colombo, A.; Bendea, I.H.; Mollo, P.; Giordan, D. Low-Cost GNSS Solution for Continuous
Monitoring of Slope Instabilities Applied to Madonna Del Sasso Sanctuary (NW Italy). Sensors 2020, 20, 289. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

20. Zribi, M.; Motte, E.; Fanise, P.; Zouaoui, W. Low-Cost GPS Receivers for the Monitoring of Sunflower Cover Dynamics. Available
online: https://www.hindawi.com/journals/js/2017/6941739/ (accessed on 29 December 2020).

21. Poluzzi, L,; Tavasci, L.; Corsini, F.; Barbarella, M.; Gandolfi, S. Low-Cost GNSS Sensors for Monitoring Applications. Appl. Geomat.

2020, 12, 35-44. [CrossRef]


http://doi.org/10.1002/2014GC005407
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.measurement.2015.03.026
http://doi.org/10.1007/s10346-014-0482-0
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.jappgeo.2016.10.026
http://doi.org/10.1051/swsc/2012022
http://doi.org/10.5194/angeo-30-1379-2012
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.jag.2018.10.018
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.eswa.2017.03.018
http://doi.org/10.5081/jgps.1.2.144
http://doi.org/10.1029/91GL01289
http://doi.org/10.1029/96JB03860
http://doi.org/10.1061/(ASCE)SU.1943-5428.0000091
http://doi.org/10.1080/19475705.2014.889046
http://doi.org/10.3390/s16122140
http://doi.org/10.3390/s20010289
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31947969
https://www.hindawi.com/journals/js/2017/6941739/
http://doi.org/10.1007/s12518-019-00268-5

Sensors 2021, 21, 1956 14 of 14

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

Garrido-Carretero, M.S.; de Lacy-Pérez de los Cobos, M.C.; Borque-Arancén, M.J.; Ruiz-Armenteros, A.M.; Moreno-Guerrero, R.;
Gil-Cruz, A.J. Low-Cost GNSS Receiver in RTK Positioning under the Standard ISO-17123-8: A Feasible Option in Geomatics.
Measurement 2019, 137, 168-178. [CrossRef]

Tsakiri, M.; Sioulis, A.; Piniotis, G. The Use of Low-Cost, Single-Frequency GNSS Receivers in Mapping Surveys. Surv. Rev. 2018,
50, 46-56. [CrossRef]

Jackson, J.; Saborio, R.; Ghazanfar, S.A.; Gebre-Egziabher, D.; Davis, B. Evaluation of Low-Cost, Centimeter-Level Accuracy OEM
GNSS Receivers; Minnesota Department of Transportation: Saint Paul, MN, USA, 2018.

Nie, Z.; Liu, F; Gao, Y. Real-Time Precise Point Positioning with a Low-Cost Dual-Frequency GNSS Device. GPS Solut. 2019, 24, 9.
[CrossRef]

Krietemeyer, A.; van der Marel, H.; van de Giesen, N.; ten Veldhuis, M.-C. High Quality Zenith Tropospheric Delay Estimation
Using a Low-Cost Dual-Frequency Receiver and Relative Antenna Calibration. Remote Sens. 2020, 12, 1393. [CrossRef]

Hamza, V.; Stopar, B.; Ambrozi¢, T.; Turk, G.; Sterle, O. Testing Multi-Frequency Low-Cost GNSS Receivers for Geodetic
Monitoring Purposes. Sensors 2020, 20, 4375. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Catania, P; Comparetti, A.; Febo, P.; Morello, G.; Orlando, S.; Roma, E.; Vallone, M. Positioning Accuracy Comparison of GNSS
Receivers Used for Mapping and Guidance of Agricultural Machines. Agronomy 2020, 10, 924. [CrossRef]

Arul Elango, G.; Sudha, G.F; Francis, B. Weak Signal Acquisition Enhancement in Software GPS Receivers — Pre-Filtering
Combined Post-Correlation Detection Approach. Appl. Comput. Inform. 2017, 13, 66-78. [CrossRef]

Bramanto, B.; Gumilar, I; Taufik, M.; Hermawan, LM.D.A. Long-Range Single Baseline RTK GNSS Positioning for Land Cadastral
Survey Mapping. E3s Web Conf. 2019, 94, 01022. [CrossRef]

Gumilar, I.; Bramanto, B.; Rahman, EF,; Hermawan, LM.D.A. Variability and Performance of Short to Long-Range Single Baseline
RTK GNSS Positioning in Indonesia. E3s Web Conf. 2019, 94, 01012. [CrossRef]


http://doi.org/10.1016/j.measurement.2019.01.045
http://doi.org/10.1080/00396265.2016.1222344
http://doi.org/10.1007/s10291-019-0922-3
http://doi.org/10.3390/rs12091393
http://doi.org/10.3390/s20164375
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/32764406
http://doi.org/10.3390/agronomy10070924
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.aci.2014.10.002
http://doi.org/10.1051/e3sconf/20199401022
http://doi.org/10.1051/e3sconf/20199401012

	Introduction 
	Materials and Methods 
	Low-Cost Receiver and Antenna 
	Reference Data and Measurements 
	Experiment Setup and Processing Strategies 
	Static Measurements 
	RTK and NRTK 


	Results and Discussion 
	Carrier-to-Noise Ratio Analysis 
	Static Positioning 
	Session Length 
	Positioning Confidence and Accuracy 

	RTK and NRTK 
	Baseline Precision 
	Positioning Accuracy 


	Conclusions 
	References

