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Abstract: We propose a new collaborative beamforming (CB) solution robust (i.e., RCB) against major
channel estimation impairments over dual-hop transmissions through a wireless sensor network
(WSN) of K nodes. The source first sends its signal to the WSN. Then, each node forwards its received
signal after multiplying it by a properly selected beamforming weight. The latter aims to minimize
the received noise power while maintaining the desired power equal to unity. These weights depend
on some channel state information (CSI) parameters. Hence, they have to be estimated locally at
each node, thereby, resulting in channel estimation errors that could severely hinder CB performance.
Exploiting an efficient asymptotic approximation at large K, we develop alternative RCB solutions
that adapt to different implementation scenarios and wireless propagation environments ranging
from monochromatic (i.e., scattering-free) to polychromatic (i.e., scattered) ones. Besides, in contrast
to existing techniques, our new RCB solutions are distributed (i.e., DCB) in that they do not require
any information exchange among nodes, thereby dramatically improving both WSN spectral and
power efficiencies. Simulation results confirm that the proposed robust DCB (RDCB) techniques are
much more robust in terms of achieved signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) against channel estimation errors
than best representative CB benchmarks.

Keywords: collaborative beamforming (CB); distributed CB (DCB); robust DCB (RDCB); wireless
sensor network (WSN); scattering; channel mismatch; implementation impairments; channel
estimation errors; synchronization; localization; direction-of-arrival (DoA); scatterers

1. Introduction

Collaborative beamforming (CB) stands out today as a key technique that offers tremendous
capacity, coverage, and power gains [1-24]. Using CB, K autonomous and independent sensor nodes
relay the information from a desired source to a target destination through a two-hop communication
link by estimating then transmitting weighted replicas of the desired signal in the first and second
time slots, respectively. The beamforming weights are designed so as to optimize an objective function
while satisfying some practical constraints. Due to its numerous merits, CB has gained the attention of
the research community. Ref. [2] introduced the CB concept and analyzed its performance in wireless
sensor networks (WSNs). Ref. [12] evaluated the CB’s beampattern characteristics while [13] designed
a technique that narrows down its mainbeam and minimizes its sidelobe effect. Refs. [14,15] proposed
CB solutions that improve WSN energy efficiency and reduce its nodes collaboration time while [17-24]
extended the CB applicability range to scattered environments.

Nevertheless, CB’s implementation require all other beamforming nodes’s information such
as their locations. This can entail an excessively large amount of information exchange among the
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nodes. The optimal beamforming weights may then be efficiently approximated by another set of
weights that can be computed based solely on locally available information at each individual node,
thereby creating a distributed CB (DCB) solution capable of relieving the nodes from the cumbersome
information exchange procedure.

Despite its advantages, CB (or DCB) inevitably suffers in practice from channel estimation errors.
Indeed, the beamforming weights often depend on and, hence, require the estimation of channel state
information (CSI) parameters locally at each node. Unfortunately, such a process could result in several
estimation errors that may cause severe channel mismatch and, hence, dramatically hinder the CB (or
DCB) performance. To overcome this shortcoming, Refs. [25-38] developed new robust CB (RCB or
RDCB) techniques against such estimation errors. These techniques could be roughly divided into two
categories: worst-case and stochastic. The former are designed to handle the worst-case scenario when
errors reach their maximum and, hence, can be extremely inefficient when actually these errors are in
most real-world conditions subject to random perturbations and /or unbounded [38,39]. The latter are
more robust since their design accounts for random errors. Nevertheless, they have some drawbacks
of their own. Indeed, they rely very often on iterative greedy suboptimal search approaches that
explore a daunting number of potential solutions. Unfortunately, WSN nodes find their extremely
limited computing and power capabilities severely burdened and quickly exhausted or depleted.
Besides, their robustness very often deteriorate drastically in the presence of large channel estimation
errors and, hence, become unsuitable for hostile wireless environments. More importantly, almost all
existing stochastic CB techniques suffer from another major drawback: the key fact that they do not
offer distributed solutions. Indeed, the weights depend on other node information which are locally
unavailable. Although robust to small errors, their implementation requires in real-world operating
conditions huge information exchange among all nodes. The required overwhelming data overhead
could starve to "death" the very limited computing and power capabilities of WSN nodes, very often
found already exhausted and depleted (cf. above), and, if not enough, could dramatically degrade
their spectrum efficiency. [32] proposed a stochastic CB solution that is both robust and distributed
(i.e., RDCB) where the total transmission power of the relays is minimized while being subject to an
outage probabilistic quality of service (QoS) constraint. Nevertheless, the RDCB in [32] assumes that
estimation errors relatively are much smaller than the channel estimates and, hence, suffers from severe
performance degradation in harsh environments that characterize real-world operating conditions.

We propose a new RDCB solution robust against major channel estimation impairments,
namely phase synchronization, localization, direction-of-arrival (DoA), and/or channel
scatterers/coefficients estimation errors over dual-hop transmissions from a source to a destination
communicating through a WSN of K nodes. In the first time slot, the source sends its signal to the WSN
while, in the second, each node forwards its received signal after multiplying it by a properly selected
beamforming weights. The latter aims to minimize the received noise power while maintaining the
desired power equal to unity. These weights depend a priori on some CSI parameters. Hence, they
have to be estimated locally at each node, thereby resulting in channel estimation errors that could
severely hinder the CB performance. Exploiting an efficient asymptotic approximation at large K, we
develop alternative solutions that not only account for estimation errors, but also adapt to different
implementation scenarios and wireless propagation environments ranging from monochromatic (i.e.,
scattering-free) to polychromatic (i.e., scattered) ones. Besides, in contrast to existing techniques,
our new RCB solutions are also distributed (i.e., RDCB) in that they do not require any information
exchange among nodes, thereby dramatically improving the WSN spectral and power efficiencies.
Simulations results confirm that the proposed RDCB techniques are much more robust in terms of
achieved signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) against channel estimation errors than the nominal optimal CB
solution (i.e., optimized without being aware of and, hence, accounting for impairments) and RDCB
in [32] benchmarks, yet at much lower complexity, power cost, and overhead, making them suitable
for WSN deployment in the harsh environments that characterize operation in real-world conditions.
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The paper is organized as follows. Section 2 describes the dual-hop communication system model.
The proposed monochromatic RDCB (M-RDCB) and polychromatic RDCB (P-RDCB) techniques
are derived in Section 3. Section 4 analyzes theoretically the performance gains that the new
M-RDCB and P-RDCB solutions could potentially achieve by integrating robustness in their designs in
monochromatic and polychromatic environments. Simulation results are discussed in Sections 5 and 6
draws out concluding remarks.

Notation : Uppercase and lowercase bold letters denote matrices and column vectors, respectively.
[.]li and [.]; are the (i,1)" entry of a matrix and i*" entry of a vector, respectively. The operators (.)*,
(.)T, and (.)H denote the complex conjugate, the transpose, and the complex conjugate transpose or
Hermitian, respectively. ||.|| is the 2-norm of a vector and |.| is the absolute value. The operator © is
the element-wise product. E{.} stands for the statistical expectation and J; (.) is the first-order Bessel
function of the first kind.

2. System Model

As illustrated in Figure 1, the system of our interest consists of a wireless sensor network (WSN)
comprised of K nodes each of which is equipped with a single isotropic antenna and uniformly and
independently distributed on D(O, R), the disc with center at O and radius R, a receiver Rx, and a
source S both located in the same plane containing D(O, R). We assume that there is no direct link
from the source to the receiver due to high pathloss attenuation [2,15,17-21]. Moreover, let (A, ¢s)
denote the source’s polar coordinates and s its narrow-band. In this paper, we assume that the signal
bandwith’s reciprocal is large with respect to the time delays of all rays. For this reason, the time
notion is ignored when denoting the source signal. unit power signal. Without any loss of generality,
S is assumed to be at ¢s = 0. Let (1, ), [glx, and [f]; denote the k-th node’s polar coordinates,
backward, and forward channel, respectively. [f]; is assumed to be a zero-mean unit-variance circular
Gaussian random variable. Since the WSN nodes are independent and completely autonomous, we
consider here that the k-th WSN is only aware of its coordinates and both its backward and forward
channels while being obvious to those of all other nodes in the network. A dual-hop communication is
established from the source S to the receiver Rx. In the first time slot, the source sends its signal s to
the WSN. Let y denote the received signal vector at the sensor nodes given by

y=gs+v, 1)

where g = [[g]; ... [g]x]” and v is the nodes’ noise vector. In the second time slot, the k-th node
multiplies its received signal with the complex conjugate of the beamforming weight wj and forwards
the resulting signal to the receiver. It follows from (1) that the received signal at O is

r = ff(woy)+n=wl(foy) +n
wh(fogs+fov)+n
= swhh+wl(fov)+n, )

where w £ [w; ... wg] is the beamforming vector, h £ f © g, f £ [[f]1 ... [f]k]”, and 7 is the receiver
noise. Let Py s and Py, denote the received power from the source, and the aggregate noise power
due to the thermal noise at the receiver and the forwarded noises from the terminals, respectively. It
holds from (2) that

2

/ ®)

Pwn = angAw + (T,%, 4)

’

Pu(¢s) = |w'n

where A = diag{|[f]1|%. .. |[f]x|?}. Although several approaches can be adopted to properly design
the beamforming weights [35], we are only concerned in this paper with minimizing the aggregate
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noise power while maintaining the beamforming response w'h, and hence, the power received
from the source equal to unity. The latter is nothing else but the well-known minimum variance
distortionless response (MVDR) beamformer [40,41] with a relaxed distortionless response constraint.
Mathematically speaking, we have to solve the following optimization problem:

Wopt = argmin Py s.t. Pw(ps) =1, (5)

where wopt denotes the ideal optimal beamforming vector. The optimization problem in (5) can be
rewritten as

2
Wopt = argmianAw s.t. ’th‘ =1, (6)
or, equivalently as
whhTw
wHAw

The solution of the above convex optimization problem can be expressed as

2
Wopt = arg max s.t. ‘th} =1. 7)

A"'h
Wopt = mr (8)
and, hence, the k-th node’s weight is given by
[h]x
A = 9
eortli = 1 gl ©

It follows from (9) that in order to implement wopt, the k-th node must estimate both its backward
[f]x and forward channels [g],. Unfortunately, in practice, such a process results in channel estimation
errors which may hinder the beamforming performance. As such, wopt is only valid in ideal conditions
where implementation impairments do not exist. In real-world conditions, wpt is substituted by

A~1h

TEFI ~ 71/ 10
RHA 1k (10)

Wopt =

where [f]; and [g]; are the k-th estimates of the backward and forward channels, respectively.
Another drawback of the nominal optimal CB solution (as referred to in the remainder of the
paper) Wopt (i.e., optimized without being aware of and, hence, accounting for channel parameter
estimation impairments), which must be emphasized herein, is that the k-th node must be aware
of the channel estimates of all other nodes in the WSN. To this end, each node must broadcast its
channel information through the network and, hence, Wopt’'s implementation requires a huge overhead.
The latter might not only cause the depletion of the WSN nodes scarce energy resources and the
deterioration of their spectral efficiency, but also from severely amplified performance losses due
to the cumulatively increasing impact of CSI feedback errors. In what follows, we propose new
RDCB techniques robust against channel parameter estimation errors both in monochromatic and
polychromatic environments. We focus in this work on phase synchronization, localization, DoA,
and/or channel scatterers/ coefficients estimation errors.
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Figure 1. System model.
3. Proposed Robust Distributed Collaborative Beamforming (RDCB) Techniques

In order to overcome channel estimation impairments, one should start by taking an in-depth
look into the backward channel structure. The latter falls under two main categories: (i) single-ray
(i.e., monochromatic) channels that ignore the scattering phenomenon to assume only a unique
line-of-sight ray; and (ii) multi-ray (i.e., polychromatic) ones that account for the scattering present in
most real-world environments. As far as the forward channel is concerned, we make no particular a
priori assumption on its structure (i.e., whether it is monochromatic or polychromatic). And so we
assume that its estimate includes an additive channel estimation error term.

3.1. Monochromatic (i.e., Scattering-Free) Environments

In such environments, [g]; can be expressed as
gl = ¢ /%, 11)

where ¢ = 27”rk cos (¢s — Py ) is the k-th node’s initial phase. Hence, the corresponding beamforming
weight can be estimated from a pilot signal received at each node from the source S, assumed in this
case to be far from the nodes (i.e., As > R) along two options: (1) either each node estimates the
initial phase gy; or (2) it estimates both the direction-of-arrival (DoA) ¢s and the coordinates (7, k).
The first option requires the implementation of phase synchronization techniques [42,43] while the
second relies both on DoA estimation and localization algorithms [44,45]. Nevertheless, both options
incur estimation errors of different nature that hinder the accuracy of [g]x and, hence, the performance
of CB.

3.1.1. Implementation Option 1 (Phase Synchronization)

This implementation option results in a phase jitter due to synchronization and phase offset
estimation errors among nodes. Therefore, the k-th node’s backward channel estimate [g] is given as

(8] = e %Ay, (12)

where Ag, = e7/% and J is the k-th node’s phase jitter that depends on its local oscillator characteristics.
We will show later that Wopt's performance deteriorates as J; increases due to channel mismatch (i.e.,
[8]x # [glk) it causes. To overcome this challenging issue, we propose in this paper to anticipate the
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inevitable phase jitter by accounting for its impact in the CB design. Actually, one could modify the
optimization problem in (7) as

wihhflw

- = Hh2—1 13
wHAw ’w ‘ - (13)

WMR, = argmax
where [h]; = [fi[gli, [Ex = [flx +A ., and Ay is the error incurred when estimating the k-th
node’s backward channel without a priori knowledge of its structure (i.e., whether monochromatic or
polychromatic) using a training sequence sent from the receiver. The robust proposed beamforming
vector is then given by

A'h

T~ 11~ 4. . 14
IRHA-Th| 14)

WMR; =

As can be observed from (14), wyr, depends on both the actual and estimated channel values.

Because nodes are of course unaware of the actual channel, we need to substitute |h?A~1h| by an

equivalent quantity that depends only on known parameters. To this end, we propose to investigate
the asymptotic expression for this term at large K. It follows from the definitions of h, A, and h that

FHA- M)A (P A1) — (Z[g] RGN [ghﬂf[g]ﬁfmy[fip[g]p>
& P J\& T T

K 2
)Ek 18y Tp1p485) +sz:1A

= K+K(K- K K—1 K
K ASk [f{ A Agy [ElpAs,
+ OK(K-1 )Z T O P (15)
K K—1

By resorting to the law of large numbers, we have for large K that %Z{f 10, ~ E{Ag},

Ag, [f1HA
ﬁzlr;l,iﬂ#kAg = E{A Wb & Tz 1A = E{Az bk T ]’; o E{Agk}E{l[f]} |2}E{Afk}’

AL [£],0 . .
d 5 Zp 1 P?ékf[ﬂipplzfp E{A{ HE { } E {Afp } Assuming that ¢, and Ay, are independent

and uniformly distributed over [— \f 30, f O'g] and [—\@af, \/gaf], respectively, one could obtain for
large K

12

‘ﬁH[\*lh] K+ K(K= 1B {Ag} + KE{A? }
sin? (ﬁag)

2 7
3(7g

1

$K(1+a}%) +K(K-1) (16)

where 0 and oy are the variances of 6y and Ay, respectively. As the number of nodes in WSNs is
typically large, we can substitute (16) in (14) to obtain

A~-1h

WMR1 >~ — . (17)
\/K(l +03) + K(K = 1) = gj;”g)

A straightforward inspection of (17) reveals that [wyg, |« is exclusively dependent on [flx, (8], 0g,
and oy. The first and second are locally estimated by the k-th node while [g]; and oy depend on its local
oscillator characteristics and the adopted phase synchronization technique and, hence, could be stored
in its local memory before WSN deployment. Furthermore, [wyg, | is independent of the forward and
backward channels of all other nodes. This is an important DCB feature since it avoids any information
exchange among WSN nodes thereby saving their scarce energy resources and improving the WSN
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spectral efficiency. It is worth noting in the absence of backward channel phase estimation errors

(ie., og = 0) and forward channel estimation errors (i.e., 0y = 0) that wyr, reduces to the nominal

M-DCB solution given in [18] by

A~'h
T

thereby underlining unambiguously both the challenges and the merits of implementing DCB

robustness to channel parameter estimation errors.

WM = (18)

3.1.2. Implementation Option 2 (Localization and direction of arrival (DoA) Estimation)

With option 2, each node must perform both self-localization and DoA estimation with, once
again, some inevitable estimation errors that hinder the channel information accuracy. In such a case,
the estimated backward channel can be written as

8 = e*JZTH(VkHrk) C05(¢k+5¢k), (19)

where Jy, is the error on the radial coordinate ¢ and &y, is the combined error on the angle coordinate
P and ¢s (¢s = 0). Adopting similar steps as in Section 3.1.1, one can prove that the proposed RDCB
can be expressed in this scenario as

A~ 'h
WI\/IR2 ~ ’ (20)

2
T—
K(1+03) + K(K—1)E e“<”" s 2

where expectation is taken over vy, pg, dy,, Vi = 6y, cos(Pi + by, ), and py = %‘ sin (qu + 5%) As could
be observed from (17), each node is able to compute its own weight using only its local information,
thereby avoiding any information exchange that may dramatically deteriorate the WSN power and
spectral efficiencies. However, every node needs to compute the expectation in the right hand
sight (RHS) of (17), thereby burdening the proposed beamformer’s implementation complexity.
In what follows, we prove owing to the adoption of a mild assumption that its possible to derive
this expectation term in (20) in closed form. Assuming that v, and py are statistically independent,

d
27 ; Pr
]—<Vk72Ryksm<—>> 2
wehave E{ ¢ " : =E, {e] f?”k}E

—4jT Ry sin < y 24]"

e > . The pdf of v can

Hie Oy

be determined as

1

1 Vao ds - 1 das
S N S S s
fu(v) 27/30 /U VoZ—12 ke ST

1 V2 [v|
In(1+4/1-— —ln< ) with |v| < /30, 21
T 3@[ < 303) V30, ] v ' @)
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Therefore, its average is determined by

. VL 2 v|
21 2 v v
E, {e/Ful — / 5l (141 22 ) =1 dv.
”k{e } V30, n\@are [n< + 3(7,2) n(ﬁa,) Y
1 /1 — 2
= E/ cos (271\/3071‘) In <1+ 1t )dt
7T Jo A t
_ 1 15— T 012
= b (0.5,1,1.5, 3@(3)21{))

- &(3) 22)

|v]
\/§‘7r ’
We also remove the imaginary part of the equation as it is a sinus function which is odd and, hence, its

where B(¢) = & AR sin ( ) Please note in the second line that we resort to the variable change t =

integral over a zero-centered interval is null. Besides, we have

-0
o (4nR sin (5%
p!

{2]1 47rRsm ))

47R sin %)

RUI]J 2
F[0.5;15,2;, -3 HT

= ¢y(0). (23)

s 4
. 74j7rR;4ksin<4’ 2¢k> )) (—])pIE(‘uZ)

e E(5¢

Vkr(slpk

12

Injecting (22) and (23) in (20) yields (24)

A~1h

WMR, =~ o2\ 2
\/K(1+0]%)+K(I<—1)1F2 (0.5,-1,1.5; —3(n%) )11?2 (05 1.5,2; 3( "4) )

(24)

in which WMR, depends only on the coefficients of own estimated channels, o7, Ty, and of. Since each
terminal can locally estimate its own channel, the proposed M-RDCB solution does not incur any
noticeable overhead, computation, or power costs. Whereas o7, 0y, and 0y can be easily broadcast
over the WSN at very negligible increase in such three cost items. It is also worth noting in absence
of localization and DoA estimation errors (i.e., 0y = 0y = 0) and forward channel estimation errors
(i.e., oy = 0) that the proposed M-RDCB, wyr,, reduces once again to the nominal M-DCB solution
wyy given in Equation (18) above.

3.2. Polychromatic Environments

We assume here that the source is scattered by a given number of scatterers located in the same
plane containing D(O, R). These scatterers generate out of the transmit signal L rays or “spatial
chromatics” (with reference to their angular distribution) that form a polychromatic propagation
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channel. The /-th ray or chromatic is characterized by its angle deviation 6; from the source direction
¢s and its complex amplitude &;. In such a case, the backward channel of the k-th node is given by

L
Z 13_] X Tk cos(Ps 0, =) (25)

It is noteworthy that (25) reduces to (11) when there is no scattering (i.e., 6; = O and a; = 1/L).
It follows from (25) that each node must estimate in polychromatic environments its polar coordinates
(%, i) and the [-th ray’s DoA ¢s + 6; and its amplitude «;. This would often result in errors which may
cause a channel mismatch, thereby hindering the proposed beamforming performance. The backward
channel estimate of the k-th node is then given by

L 27
Z o + 5“1 *]T(Tk+t5rk) cos("l*lPkJrfskz), (26)

where d,, and ¢ are the errors on «; and the combined phase (6; — ), respectively. It follows then
from (26) that

(8¢ [glklf
|

A
P @)

L L K
FH A 14, < B0 =m0k ) Kktm j 2T 0y
h7A h—ZZZ“z e +Z
I=1m=1k=1 k=1

where kyp,;,;, = 7¢sin (4’k — (M%ﬂ) and Oy = orgcos (P — 6, — dy;). Exploiting the law of large
numbers and assuming that xy;,, and ¢; are statistically independent, we obtain at large K

L
RTATh? =~ K<l Y il (8 (0,)xp(8,0) + (K=1)& (5 ) 7(6,0))
m,n,g=1
L
+ Y adlo? (&lon)xe(0,0) + (K= 15 (5 ) (0, 0))) (28)
Imn=1
m=q

where 07 is the variance of J, and xy (6, ¢) is determined as follows

Xxy(0,¢) =
(2]1(\/13601”1 47+5¢k)2473(0nq ¢+5¢k)2+2‘3601m ¢+5¢k)/3(f)nq ¢+§¢k)COS(Pl,n+pm,q))\|

, (29)
k\/ﬁ le ¢+5¢k) +ﬁ(an (P-qu;k) +2:B(le ¢+5¢k)ﬁ(pnq (P+5¢k)cos(pl"+pm’4))

where 0 = {6;,0,01,04}, 01,,n = 60 — O, and

41 (B (orm = ¢+0y)) 1 (B (ong — ¢+ 5%)))
0,¢) =E . 30
w(6¢) &p( 5(Pl,m _(P+5‘/’k)13(p”r‘7_¢+5‘/}k) 0
Injecting (28) in (14) yields the following new P-RDCB:
A —11"'1 L
S AK2 < Y matlalia (f:r(pn,l)xlp(ﬂ,O) + (K=1)¢; (g) Tw(ﬂro))
I,mmn,g=1
) -
_ it o (& (onn)xp(0,0) + (K= )& (5) (6, o>)> (31)
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Obviously, we observe from (31) that the k-th node requires knowledge of both x(6,0) and
Ty(6,0) to be able to derive its corresponding weight [wpr]. However, to avoid the costly calculations
of the integrals in (29) and (30), we derive in the sequel their expressions in closed form.

Let us first focus on xy(6,0). Assuming that &y is sufficiently small to satisfy sin(dy) ~ &,
Xy(6,0) could be rewritten as

N 2L (B(m)VZ +¢)
%el0,0) = Bay ( Bvzie ) 2
where Z = ady; + by, is a random variable whose pdf is
0 ; 2 < —(a+b)V3oy or z > (a+b)V3oy,
(z +V3oy(a + b)) /(12aba¢) ; —(a+b)V30y <z < (a—b)V3oy,
2E) =9 U3/ (6boy) ; (a— )30y <z < (b—a)\3oy, 33

(—z +V3oy(a + b)) /(12aba$,) ; (b—a)V3oy <z < (a+b)\V3oy,

wherea = 1 <51n(plm)+5m (p q) cos (’%”) cos (W)), b= %(sin(pn,q) + sin (plz"") X

cos (p ") cos <7p””zp'"’") ), and ¢ = sin (p’"’> + sin ( ) + sin (p”"> sin (p '7) cos (L'”;pm’q).

Please note that we assume both dy; and Jy,, in (33) to be uniformly distributed random variables over
[—\/50'4,, —\/gaw]. Furthermore, if R/A is picked large enough so that 47R+/z +c/A > 3/4 holds,

we have
1 [2A3 rcos ( Vz+c—23F)
XIIJ(B/O) = Rg / Z C 3/4 dz
_ 12 / 2cos (z/ — 3) 0 (34)
R )2 /()7 (z +c)3/*
Finally, the closed form expression of the above expectation could be easily found using the

primitive G of (12 WZZ + ‘(z(a"b;f)) cos (471'R 7 +c— ) /(2 +c)3/4 given by

G(z')=p(m) "> (A’ (s (08v2")—c(08v7)) - # (22/sin (& = ) + 3cos (& %)), (35)

12ab0¢

where S(x) and C(x) are the Fresnel S and C functions, respectively, and

’ 1 5\/5(51 —+ b) 2
A= —— (5082 +38) - ———~
( b (7) ) 12ﬂaba¢

36
12@11@} (36)
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As far as Ty (6,0) is concerned, its closed form expression could also be obtained following similar
steps. Indeed, for small J; and large R/ A, we have

1m COS( ) 7T
e iy cos (ﬁ(rt) (sm (p ) + Or,1 y
k1

814R3 7\/3014] (sin (plz’"') n cos(p]T)

png
Vaoy <ﬁ(n) (Sin (pn’ ) + il 2q>5kn> — ¥
X /_\@mp cos(u> 0.75
(sm (p;") + : 5kn>

and, hence, it can be solved using the primitive in (35). Please note that the results obtained so far
hold for any given angular spread (AS) which is nothing but the variance of the random variables
0;s characterizing the scattering’ strength. However, when AS is relatively small (i.e., low scattering

TL/)(B, 0) ~

> dzsk,n 7 (37)

effects), one could derive much more compact and simple expressions both for x(6,0) and 7,(6,0).
In such a case, ;s are small and so are p; ,,5. Consequently, (29) boils down to

211 (2B sin (Prartna oo )

X¢(6,0) = Bk
kl:Ck, 28(r7) sin (Pl,mJFP'ZqJFZ‘SlPk)
,3(71’) . Plm + Pn,q + 5k,l + 5k,n 2
~ Eék/l/‘sk,n (1 - sin 1
) (1 1
~ 1—'8(2)< +32(cos(\f¢7¢>—l)> (38)

after exploiting in the second line the Taylor series expansion around 0 of the Bessel function. Besides,
for small AS, Tlp(B, 0) could be rewritten as

V37 2]y (p1m + k1) V30 2]y (ong + Okn)
Tv(0,0) =~ L R AT Z A T TR gs . 39
lp( ) ( —V30 Prm + ék,l b —V30 Pn,q + 5k,n o (39)

After performing the variable change x = &/ (1/30y) and exploiting the equivalence between
the Bessel and hypergeometric functions, we obtain

2 2
12F3 (2, 3:2,2,3,-1272 (§) pl%mag,x) 12F3 (2, 3:2,2,3, 1272 (§) p%’qal%x)
0 Vxdx 0 Vxdx

1.33 R 1 33 R

It follows from (31), (34), (35), (38), and (40) that wpr depends solely on locally available
information at each node, thereby lending itself to a power- and spectrum-efficient RDCB
implementation over WSNs even in polychromatic (i.e., scattered) environments. It is worth noting

Tl/J (9, 0) ~



Sensors 2019, 19, 1061 12 of 22

once more, in the absence of localization, DoA, and scatterers estimation errors (i.e., 0, = oy = oy = 0),
that the proposed P-RDCB, wpg, reduces to the nominal P-DCB solution in given [18] by:

Nl—=

wp = A%h ( i apactiatiog (x(6,0) + (K — 1)1’(6,0))) : (41)
I,mn,g=1
where
" 21 Blo1) B (pn0) 260018 (g)cos( 524
x(6,0) = (42)
VBUoLm )2+ B(0ng) 2 +2B(01)B (o q) cos( L)
and
T(B,O) _ 411 (.B (pl,m)) ]1 (:B (p”ﬂ)) ) (43)

B (o1m) B (Pn,q)

thereby highlighting yet again both the faced hurdles and the gained advantages of implementing
DCB robustness to channel parameter estimation errors.
In what follows, we analyze the performance of the the proposed M-RDCB and P-RDCB solutions.

4. Theoretical Performance Analysis of Robustness Gains

In this section, we assess analytically the performance of the new RDCB solutions (i.e., M-RDCB
and P-RDCB) in terms of achieved average SNR (ASNR) against the nominal optimal CB solution Wopt
in (10) so as to assess the theoretical potential gains they could achieve by integrating robustness in their
designs. Let yw = E {Pw(¢s)/Pw,»} denote the ASNR achieved by any CB w where the expectation
is taken over all node coordinates, forward and backward channels, and channel estimation errors.
Unfortunately, the derivation of 7y in closed form turns out to be a tedious task, if not impossible. In this
work, we propose to study instead another practically appealing metric that is the average signal to
average noise ratio (ASANR) Jw = Pw(¢s)/Pw,n where Py (¢s) = E{Pw(¢s)} and Py, = E{Pwn}.
Please note that [17-23] have shown that v and 4 have approximatively the same behaviors. Let us
first derive the average received power Py (¢) from any source located at ¢ using w.

4.1. Implementation in Scattering-Free Environments—Option 1

Let us first derive the average beampattern achieved by Wopt. Exploiting the Taylor series
expansion around 0 of the exponential function, we obtain

_ 1 K—=1|t®ar ] +o0 om - "
o 0=+ | 1 ) PEGE(,) L_Oﬁ D regpEag), @
where B(¢) =4m(R/A)sin(¢/2). Besides, we know that
- T (_1)P x\ 2p+n
Ju(x) = pzzom (§> ’ (45)

where J,; stands for the Bessel functions of first kind. Injecting (45) in (44) leads to

(1Y R P (V3%)
Pivop (9) = 2 + (1 - 1<> ’2 1/3(4)) Ea (46)
It follows from (46) that Py, (s =0) = (1/K) + (1 — (1/K))(sin? (\/§ag> /(302)).

Consequently, using the nominal optimal DCB, Wopt, the power received at Rx decreases with oy
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due to the channel mismatch. This is not surprising since the design of Wt does not account for
such errors. On the other hand, the average beampattern achieved by the proposed M-RDCB can be
calculated as

Par, (9) = “
WMR - 2
1 K+K(K—1)21 %) (V3og)

2
3‘78

sin? 2
K+ K(K — 1) 0/3%) ‘2’1?(;";)) ‘ o

The above result verifies that PWMRI (¢s = 0) = 1 for any given estimation errors. Consequently,
the proposed beamformer is much more robust than the nominal optimal DCB.

4.2. Implementation in Scattering-Free Environments—Option 2

If Option 2 is adopted, the average beampattern achieved by W,y can be expressed as

pwopt (4)) = E

-1 K K . . -6 k . -0 1
ﬁ—l-T) Z Z exp (— jATTR [yk sm((pTlp) — U sm(gbzlﬁ)} )

k=11=1,1#k

X exp (]'zf(vk - V1)> : (48)

—j4m Ry sin(fj%‘#)
. It has already been shown in (22) that

3 (g) s (0.5;1,1.5; -3 (71(;:)2> , (49)

where 15, (0.5; 1,1.5; x2) is the the hypergeometric function which has a peak at 0 and decreases when
x grows large. Besides, we have

Let &y(¢) = Eyp s, {6’

RU}IJ 2
Gyp(0) =1F (05152 -3 ( m—+ : (50)
Injecting (49) and (50) in (48) yields

Po 0 =+ (1- ) & (5) &0 61

It follows from (51) that Pwopt (¢s = 0) decreases with o, and ¢y due to the channel mismatch. On
the other hand, the average beampattern achieved by the proposed M-RDCB, which accounts for such
errors, can be determined as

_ K+ K(K=1)[5p()er (5)
K+K(K—1)[g4(0)& (Z) [>

P, WMR, (‘P) (52)

It follows from (52) that PWMRZ (0) = 1 for any localization and DoA estimation errors, in contrast
to the nominal optimal DCB, thereby validating again the robustness of the proposed M-RDCB against
channel estimation errors. Furthermore, we observe from (51) and (52) that the proposed M-RDCB
achieves an important gain over its counterparts in terms of the received desired power, a gain that
substantially increases at higher channel estimation errors.
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Now, let us turn our attention to the noise powers. Using either Wopt, WyR,, OF WhR,, the average
noise power can be calculated, respectively, as

- o2 [ (fe—Ap) (fi — Ap)
Pwon = —5E £ KA 40?2
Wopt, 1 K2 |fk|2| n
o2(1+0%)
= 2 /7 2 7y o2, (53)
and
2 2
_ 0"0 (1 + Uf) 2
P 1 = : et (54)
K(1+03) +K(K —1) 2057
3
with Option 1 or
2 2
Pwyig, n 3 7o+ op) —+07. (55)
K(1+07) +K(K=1)gp(0)¢r (5)
with Option 2. It could be readily shown from (53)—(55) that pwopt/n > PWMRl ry PWMRZ,n, making

’?Wopt S 7WMR1/ ,T/WMRZ since pWopt ((PS) < PWMR1 ((PS) 4 pWMRz (4)5)

4.3. Implementation in Scattered Environments

From (10) and (25), Pw,,, (¢) turns out to be a complex quotient of several random variables and,
hence, deriving the closed form expression of its average is extremely difficult, if not impossible. To
circumvent this daunting issue, we propose in this paper to derive instead its asymptotic expression
for large K. When Wyt is implemented in polychromatic environments, the following theorem holds:

Theorem 1. For large K and any given AS, we have

P (9) = ( ¥ ity (& (onn)x (0,9) + (K= 1)& (3) 7(6,9))

I,mn,g=1

by e (B 0.9) + (K05 (3) o) )

l,rrrz,zqzl
Lol HBom))\
4K Hin&r (0, ) o fmdl) ) 56
: (Eml“"" Grlent) =0, (56)

Proof. See Appendix A. O

Since J1(x)/x has a maximum at 0 and decreases rapidly with x, we have Ji(B(0,1))/B(0m,1) >
Xy(6,0) and, hence, Py, (0) < 1. This means that the nominal optimal DCB is unable to satisfy the
constraint in (5) due to channel estimation errors. Now, the next theorem introduces the asymptotic
expression for Py, (¢).
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Theorem 2. For large K and any given AS, we have

Pupe (9) = ( 3 walalla, (& (pu e (6,6) + (K - 1% (5) w(0.9))

I,m,n,g=1

+ i EclﬁénHUo% (gr(Pn,l)XlP(ef(P) ( B l>§r ( ) T¢(6 (P)) >

I,mn=1
m=q

(% aaiE (@0 + k-5 (5) we.0)

I,m,n,qg=1

+ ZL: &1~H : (@(Pnz)?ﬁp(e 0) + (K—1)¢ ( )T¢(9 0)) )_1. (57)

Imn=1
m=q

Proof. See Appendix A. [

It follows from (57) that Py, (0) = 1 when K is large enough. Therefore, the power received from
the source S is substantially improved if wpg is implemented in lieu of Wopt. Furthermore, we have

' _
lim PWRP/” — (th—mO( / )hHA lh)
K—o00 Pwopt,n (limK%oo( /K )f\ A- h)z
2
2 Zler:l &{_I&mgr (Pm,l) %

gr (%) (ZIL,m,n,q—l &l&%&nHﬁ‘qnﬁ(e’O) + ElL,m,n—l&l&nHaﬂ%TlP(e'O)>

m=q
2

Tt & () L4

é” (%) (ZIL,m,n—l E‘Z&nHTiﬁ(erO)) (0'0% + |&m|2)

m=q

>

(58)

Since J1(B(om,1))/ B(pm1) > Ty(6,0) and both 02 and |, |? are lower than 1, (PWPR,n/PWopt,n> >1
holds when K is large enough. Consequently, in such a condition, Ywp; > Ywep, thereby proving the
superiority of the new P-RDCB against the nominal optimal DCB in polychromatic environments.

5. Numerical Evaluation Results

This section evaluates numerically the performance of the proposed M-RDCB and P-RDCB
techniques and gauge them against the nominal optimal CB solution Wt in (10) and to the RDCB
in [32] to emphasize on one hand the need for and the benefits of implementing robustness in DCB,
and to assess on the other hand the performance gains of the proposed solutions against the best
representative RDCB benchmark. The empirical quantities are obtained by averaging over 10° random
realizations of of r¢, ¥y, [f]x fork =1,...,Kand aj, 6, for ] = 1,..., L. In all simulations, we assume
that the number of rays or chromatics is L = 6, R/A = 1, and the noises” powers 0',% and Ug are 10 dB
below the source transmit power.

Figure 2 plots the ASANR and ASNR achieved by the proposed beamformer in monochromatic
(i.e., scattering-free) environments versus the variances of channel errors o2 = (Tg = UJ%, 02, and (73, for
different values of K. Figure 2a considers implementation Option 1 which results in a phase jitter while
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Figure 2b considers implementation Option 2 which results in localization and DoA estimation errors.
We observe from these figures that the analytical and empirical curves of Jwyy, and Ywg, match
perfectly thereby validating the correctness of the derivations in Section 4. Furthermore, we notice
that the ASNR and ASANR curves remain very close for K < 8 or coincide almost perfectly otherwise,
thereby proving the insightfulness of the ASANR metric. As far as the proposed M-RDCB performance
is concerned, it is able to achieve optimal performance, even for small K, when the channel estimation
errors are relatively small to moderate (i.e., c; < 1in Option 1 or 0; < 0.2 and 0y < 0.1 in Option 2).
This confirms the robustness of the new M-RDCB. For extremely large errors, however, it looses only a
fraction of a dB. Actually, with the advances made during the two last decades in the field of phase
synchronization, localization, and DoA estimation, these channel estimation errors are often very
small, making our beamformer’s performance optimal if advanced parameter estimation algorithms
are adopted. Nevertheless, the latter naturally come with increased complexity and cost, which
certainly burden those of WSN nodes. In this context,the proposed M-RDCB offers the possibility
of using inaccurate but low-cost estimation algorithms at negligible performance losses, making it a
more appealing and practical for cost-effective WSN deployment in real-world conditions. All these
observations corroborate all the results of Section 3.

) -
Z A
e o
Z 4
) )
< <
= o
Z Z
5 5
< +A‘nalytllcal Ty < Analytical
86 —B—Numerical Yy, Lo
—O—Numerical Yy, Numer T(’al Ywniw,
wal - Numerical 7y,
o2 . . . .
o 01 0.2 03 04 05 06 07 0.8 0.9 1
Og Or
(a) ASANR and ASNR vs. phase jitter and K. (b) ASANR and ASNR vs. localization errors for different

levels of DoA estimation errors and K = 16.

Figure 2. Average signal to average noise ratio (ASANR) and average signal to noise ratio (ASNR) of
proposed monochromatic robust distributed collaborative beamforming (M-RDCB) in monochromatic
environments under: (a) implementation Option 1, and (b) implementation Option 2.

Figure 3 displays the achieved ASANR gain of proposed M-RDCB against the nominal optimal
DCB and the M-RDCB in [32] for different values of K. Figure 3a considers the first implementation
option while Figure 3b considers the second. We observe from these figures that M-RDCB largely
outperforms both benchmarks for any given K, oy, 07, and 0. For instance, when Option 1 is adopted,
it achieves for K = 32 ASANR gains of 4.3 and 3.7 dB against the nominal optimal DCB and RDCB
in [32], respectively. If Option 2 is adopted, these ASANR gains increase, respectively, to as much as
9.4 and 9.2 dB when ¢y = 0.65 and ¢, = 0.3. As could be observed from Figure 3, these gains increase
rapidly with both K and channel estimation errors. These observations corroborate all the results of
Section 4 and verify the net superiority of robust M-RDCB techniques in scattering-free environments.
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- - = Versus RDCB in [23]
Versus nominal optimal CB|

4 |- ==Versus RDCB in [23]
Versus norminal optimal CB

ASANR gain
ASANR gain

0 0.05 0.1 015 02 025 03

Oy

(a) ASANR gain vs. phase jitter for different values of K. (b) ASANR gain vs. localization errors for different levels
of DoA estimation errors and K = 16.

Figure 3. ASANR gain of proposed M-RDCB in monochromatic environments under: (a)
implementation Option 1, and (b) implementation Option 2.

Figure 4 shows the ASANR, ASNR, and the ASANR gain of the proposed P-RDCB in
polychromatic (i.e., scattered) environments. Figure 4a,c,e plot its achieved ASANR and ASNR versus
K, ér, 8y, and o, while Figure 4b,d,f compare its achieved ASANR with those of the nominal optimal
DCB and RDCB in [32]. As expected, wpr approaches the optimal ASANR performance level even in
polychromatic environments, and that is for all tested AS values. In such environments, wpr achieves
ASANR gains of until 10.4 and 9.4 dB against both benchmarks, respectively. As can be observed from
Figure 4b,d,f these gains increase rapidly with both K and channel estimation errors. For instance,
according to Figure 4f, the ASANR gain over the two benchmarks increases by approximatively 225%
against both when 0?7 is twice as large or 73.5% and 68%, respectively, when « is four times as large.
These additional observations further verify the high robustness of the proposed P-RDCB against
channel estimation errors, key practical feature that allows its cost-effective integration in real-world
WSN applications. Again, according to Figure 4, we verify that the analytical and empirical values of
Ywpg Match perfectly when K > 8 or are very close otherwise. All these observations corroborate once
more the discussion of Section 4.

- - - Versus RDCB in [23]

Versus nominal optimal CB

ASANR gain

ASANR and ASNR (dB)

—f— Analytical i,

Numerical .,
—6—Numerical 7y, s
==Y

. . . . . . . . . .
0 0.05 0.1 0.15 0.2 0.25 03 [ 0.05 01 0.15 0.2 0.25 03
o Oy

(a) 0y =0.1and K =16. (b) 0, = 0.1 and K = 16.
Figure 4. Cont.
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Figure 4. ASANR, ASNR, and ASANR gain of proposed P-RDCB in polychromatic environments.

6. Conclusions

We have proposed a new DCB solution robust against major channel estimation impairments,
namely, phase synchronization, localization, direction-of-arrival (DoA), and/or channel scatterers
estimation errors over dual-hop transmissions from a source to a destination communicating through
a WSN of K nodes. Exploiting an efficient asymptotic approximation at large K, we have developed
alternative RCB solutions that not only account for estimation errors, but also adapt to different
implementation scenarios and wireless propagation environments ranging from monochromatic to
polychromatic ones. Besides, in contrast to existing techniques, our new RCB solutions are distributed
in that they do not require any information exchange among nodes, thereby dramatically improving
both WSN spectral and power efficiencies. Simulation results have confirmed that the proposed
RDCB techniques are much more robust in terms of achieved SNR against channel estimation errors
than best representative CB benchmarks, yet at much lower complexity, power cost, and overhead,
making them suitable for WSN deployment in the harsh environments that characterize operation in
real-world conditions.
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Appendix A

Let
gi(@) = e T e @=pi), (A1)

denote the channel from a source located at ¢ to the k-th node. From the definition of Wop in (10),

lim Pa(9) = Jim AR >> (A n()
—00 oo ( )
5(

Zl m,n,qg=1 0(]06 aq (llmKHm(l/K)Hl + th*)OO(l/K)HZ)

= , (A2)
limg e (hHAfth)
where h(¢) = f© g(¢),
K T
I, = Z eIk (B(p1m+0k1—¢) sin(x—yi)+B(ong+kn—¢) Sin(y*lﬁk))e*]'z% (ﬁk,nfﬁk,z), (A3)
k=1
and
K "’k . 22T K .Vk . 22T
I, = Z e IR (5(Pl/m+5k,l —‘P) 51“(X—¢k> e Ok Z e IR (5(Pn,q+5k,n—¢) Sln(y—¢p>e—170p,ri . (A4)
k=1 p#k

Exploiting the fact that r; and 1 are mutually independent, we have

1 K Tk . : 21
lim —I; = lim e_]?(ﬁ(Pl,m""&k,l_‘P) sin(x— ) +B(Png+01,—¢) sin(y—x) ) p—i 5 (86,0 —B%,1)
K—oo K K—+o0 K
= KE,, l/Jk<e*]?(!3(P1,m+5k,1*47) sin(x =) +B(png+0kn—¢) Sin(y*lﬁk)))Eﬂ(e ibs (ﬁknfﬁkz))
= Kxy(0,9)%r(on,1)- (A5)

Furthermore, we have

lim 1 ~IL = lim — Ze*]R B(1m+0k1—9) sin(x—y) ZE*JR (Prg+0n—¢) sin(y—1p) p—i 5 (Bpu+8i)
K—oo K K=+ K o7k

o B 4] (B (Pl,m _¢+5k,l))h (IB (Pn,q_¢+5k,n)) — 2 (Oy) —i 2 (0))
= KK ”E‘”’( B (o1 — ¢ +0c1) B (g — ¢ + Okn) By, (/0 o (¢ 041

= K(K - 1)7y(0,0)27 (5 - (A6)



www.create-perswade.ca

Sensors 2019, 19, 1061 20 of 22

Let us now turn our attention to the denominator of the right hand side of (A2). Using the law of
large numbers, one could obtain

L K 2
lim (REA" TRV (REA-TR) = lim = i o o 1B (010 ) kit = 5 B
i RS i (£ Fune

L K 2
_ Kz( Z Z‘ifamE5¢<ejﬁ(pm/l+5kl)xklm)El9k(ejzf(ﬁk/l)))

P L H(Bom)) |
~ 4K (l_zlm_lal "‘mgr(Pn,l) ﬁ(Pm,l) ) . (A7)

Substituting (A5)-(A7) in (A2) yields to (56). As far as limg_, Pw,, is concerned , we have

(RHA-h(p))" (RHA'h(g))

lim P, = 1
Hm P () Koo (RHA-1h)
. limK_,oo(l/K)Hl + limK_)oo(l/K)Hz A8
- . P 2 : (A8)
limg_,oo (R A-ThH)
Besides, we have
o o L
lim (RHATWHRIA ) =K ) &ella (E o (773 0
K=o Immn,q=1

« Erk,lpk(eﬂR<ﬁ(p”"+5k’)sm( =) +B(pnqg 0k ) sin(y—i) )

411 (B(oim — ¢+ 00)) 1 (B (0ng — ¢+ 0kn)) 2 (9,) (g ))
E E 1% Wpn) \E T Wkt
o (S bl (e (o )
L
~ K Y il (& (0u)x9(0,0) + (K=1)& (5 ) 7(6,0))
I,m,n,g=1
L
= K Y wahaa (6 on)xe(0,0) + (K= 1) () 7(6,0))
I,m,n,g=1
L
+ K Y /o (&(on)xy (6,0 + (K=1)& (5) 7(6,0)). (A9)
l,m,ﬂqzl

Finally, limg_,c Pwpg (¢) could be easily obtained using (A5)-(A9).
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