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1. Supporting Information 

1.1 Microscopic examination and staining 

Threads from each cloth were stained using a solution of potassium iodide/iodine 0.1N (Lugol’s 
stain). Photomicrographs of the threads before and after staining are shown in Figure S1. PLM 
examination of the cloths did not identify any intact starch granules, therefore, if present a 
starch coating would be in gelatinised form. Although some of the stained threads in Figure S1 
seem to have darkened edges, the lack of continuity and the difficulty in visualizing the staining 
along the surface, particularly given that a coating would be expected to have a relatively 
continuous distribution rendered this stream of examination inconclusive. 

1.2. TMTFTH extractions: tannins and humic substances 

With the exception of cloth 909.80.589, which was a weak extraction, all of the cloths showed the 
presence of tannins and humic substances in the chromatograms. Extracted ion chromatograms 
(m/z 221, 223, 224, 226, 251, 279, and 309) for each cloth are presented in Figure S3. 

 

 
 

  



 

Figure S1. Photomicrographs of threads from each cloth before and after staining with a 
solution of potassium iodide/iodine 0.1N (Lugol’s stain). 



 

Figure S2. EICs (m/z 221, 223, 224, 226, 251, 279 and 309) of the TMTFTH extract chromatograms 
for each cloth. Peak labels are described in Table 1.  


