DO YOU KNOW
BOVINE VACCINIA?

Bovine Vaccinia (BV) is a disease caused by Vaccinia virus (VACV). BV
affects mainly dairy cattle. However, other farming animals like horses
can also be infected by VACV.



HOW TO PREVENT HOW TO TREAT

Wash your hands with water and soap
BEFORE and AFTER milking every cow

Disinfect your gloves (if using any), udders
and teats of cows, and the mechanical
equipment by using iodine solution or
chlorine solution (0,5%) BEFORE and AFTER
milking each cow

Use disposable paper towel to dry udders
and teats. AVOID using cloth towels,
because it can spread the virus easily

Infected animals can shed viral particles in
the feces. Keep the barns as clean as
possible to reduce the risk of virus
spreading

ALWAYS check the udder and teats of
cows, and the mouth of calves and horses.
TALK to the veterinarian in case you see
any lesion

Pimples or bleeding lesions (with or
without scabs) can appear in the udder
and teats of cows, in the mouth of calves
and horses. IT IS RECOMMENDED that

milkers use gloves to manipulate animals.
Otherwise, milkers can easily get infected MEDICAL AND VETERINARY DOCTORS
When sick, milkers can get pimples or
bleeding lesions mainly on their hands and
forearms. Lymphadenopathy, fever, and
body ache are also common

If sick, individuals should cover the lesions

with loose gauze dressings to avoid

transmitting the virus to other individuals,

animals, and spreading the virus in the
environment
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