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At the event of the International Symposium on Catalysis and Fine Chemicals 2018 (C&FC2018,
10–14 December 2018, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, Thailand) organized by PETROMAT
(co-organized by Chemical Society of Thailand and CATSJ), we decided to organize a Special
Issue entitled “Catalysis and Fine Chemicals”. The C&FC originated from Tokyo, Japan in 2001,
initially organized by the Catalysis and Fine Chemicals (C&FC) division at the Catalysis Society of Japan
(CATSJ). The symposiums were then held in Hong Kong (2004), Singapore (2007), Seoul Korea (2009),
Nara, Japan (2011), Beijing, China (2013), Taipei, Taiwan (2016), and in Bangkok (2018). The projected
fields in the C&FC symposium covered are homogeneous and heterogeneous catalysis and organic,
organometallic, inorganic, and bioinorganic chemistry. The topics in the symposium are selective
catalytic reactions for synthesis of fine chemicals, new synthetic strategies and chemical processes,
green and sustainable catalytic processes and reaction media, enhanced atom utilization, precise olefin
polymerization, and industrial catalytic processes. There were more than 350 participants, including
4 plenary lectures and 9 keynote lectures, 71 invited lectures, 22 contributed papers, 8 young oral
presentations, and 102 poster presentations. The symposium was very successful and we appreciate
organization members who contributed to the C&FC symposium.

Shown in Figure 1, the winners of the best poster presentation awards called the “Catalysts
Award”, sponsored by Catalysts are as follows.

(1) Siraphat Putisompon: Department of Chemistry, Mahidol University, Thailand; “Low-cost
Catalyst for Glycolysis of Poly(ethylene) Terephthalate (PET)”, see Figure 2A.

(2) Hanbyul Kim: Department of Chemistry, Hanyang University, Korea; “Asymmetric Synthesis of
α,β-Unsaturated-δ-lactones via Gold(I)-Catalyzed Intermolecular [4+2] Annulation of Propiolates
and Alkenes”, See Figure 2B.
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Figure 1. Announcement of the symposium at the entrance (A) and international advisory board, 
C&FC2018 (B). 
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Figure 2. Kotohiro Nomura presented the poster presentation awards to Siraphat Putisompon (A) 
and Hanbyul Kim (B). 

On the basis of success of the C&FC symposium, we decided to make a Special Issue in Catalysts, 
consisting of seven papers [1–7], specifically from researchers from Thailand, Japan and China. 

We hope that this would be a good opportunity to glance at the atmosphere in the C&FC 
symposium in Bangkok. 
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