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Table S1. Scoring of observable signs of ricin intoxication in the mouse. Signs of intoxication, 
including piloerection, immobility, and abdominal pinching, were scored according to the 
descriptions in the tables. For the numerical scores recorded in the main figures, the sum of the 
piloerection and mobility and the abdominal pinching scores was used. Animals reaching a score of 
5 on the piloerection and mobility scale were humanely killed. 

Visible Signs of Intoxication: 
Piloerection and Mobility Score Visible Signs of Intoxication: 

Abdominal Pinching Score

None + normal mobility 0 Normal animal–no pinch 0 
Mild piloerection + normal mobility 1 Mild abdominal pinch 1 

Medium piloerection + normal mobility 2 Medium abdominal pinch 2 
Severe piloerection + normal mobility 3 Severe abdominal pinch 3 
Severe piloerection + not wanting to 

move/reduced mobility 
4 

 
Severe piloerection + unable to move 5 (humane end point) 

 


