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Table S1 - Field-based composite burn index categories, range values and descriptions. Each category is briefly described by means of few representative post-fire stands biophysical attributes.
	Burn severity category
	Range 
	Description

	Unburnt - U
	0
	All the biophysical variables, describing the effect of wildfires, scored with a value of zero. The forest floor is unaltered and indistinguishable from its pre-fire condition. In each stratum the plant canopy is green and unaltered. No related effects of wildfires are observed.

	Low - L
	>0-0.5
	Fire induces little consumption of the surface vegetation (altered cover <30% and percent of living >90%) and minimal scorch (<5%) or mortality (<10-15%) of intermediate and dominant canopy strata and minimal organic soil consumption (litter <50% and duff <10%) rated as low severity. Medium and heavy surface fuels are barely consumed and charred (<20%). Canopy greenness scored with values lower than 20% and 5% respectively in intermediate and dominant strata. The percentage of torched crown trees belonging to intermediate and dominant strata is <5% and char height from the ground surface <2 m.   

	Moderate-Low  ML
	>0.5-1.5
	Fire induces medium consumption of the surface vegetation (altered cover <60% and percent of living >50%) and moderate scorch (<50%) or mortality (<50%) of intermediate and dominant canopy strata, and moderate organic soil consumption (litter ~100% and duff <50%) rated as moderate-low severity. About 20%-40% of the medium and heavy surface fuels are consumed and charred. Canopy greenness scored with percentages lower than 40% and 50% in intermediate and dominant strata, respectively. The percentage of torched crown trees belonging to intermediate and dominant strata is <50% and char height from the ground surface <4 m.

	Moderate-High  MH
	>1.5-2.5
	Fire induces nearly complete consumption of the surface vegetation (altered cover <95% and percent of living >90%) and considerable scorch (>70%) or mortality (<70-80%) of intermediate and dominant canopy strata and moderate deep organic soil consumption (total litter consumption and duff >50%) rated as moderate-high severity. About 40-60% of the medium and heavy surface fuels are consumed and charred. Canopy greenness scored with percentage values lower than 10%-20% in both intermediate and dominant strata. The percentage of torched crown trees belonging to intermediate and dominant strata is <80% and char height from the ground surface <7 m.

	High - H
	>2.5
	Fire induces complete consumption of the surface vegetation (altered cover <95% and percent of living >90%) and complete scorch or mortality (~100%) of intermediate and dominant canopy strata and deep organic soil consumption (total litter and consumption) rated as high severity. Medium and heavy surface fuels are deeply consumed and charred (>60%). Canopy greenness scored with lower percentages than 10-20% in both intermediate and dominant strata. The percentage of torched crown trees belonging to intermediate and dominant strata is >80% and char height from the ground surface >7 m.




