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Message from the Guest Editors

Water, as the source of all life, is essential to human life and
production activities. Water governance refers to the
regulation and allocation of water and water areas in
nature through various measures, in order to develop,
utilize and protect water resources while preventing floods
and droughts for the needs of human survival and
development. In primitive society, human beings did not
have the ability to change the natural environment due to
low productivity. People lived where water and grass were
available, with hills to protect them from floods. Living by
fishing, hunting, gathering, and nomadism, people could
only seek benefits from natural water while avoiding
hazards. Such passive adaptation is regarded as passive
water governance. In slave society and feudal society, iron
tools enabled people to develop agriculture on both sides
of rivers, giving rise to villages and towns. Active water
governance came into view to meet the needs of flood
control, drainage, irrigation, shipping, and urban water

supply. [...]

For further reading, please follow the link to the Special
Issue Website at:

https://www.mdpi.com/journal/water/special_issues/Active_Water_Governance
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Dr. Jean-Luc PROBST In the context of global changes, the sustainable
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