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Message from the Guest Editor

The global demand for palliative and end-of-life care
continues to rise as populations age. Many people nearing
the end of their lives face challenges related to life-
threatening illnesses, including but not limited to their
physical,  psychological,  social,  spiritual,  and
communication needs. With the early integration of the
person-centered approach to palliative care, the quality of
life of patients and their families can be improved.

Innovative models of palliative care delivery continue to be
developed globally to increase access to care for people
with  life-threatening illnesses. If developed and
implemented well, digitally enabled models of care could
strengthen progress towards a more equitable state of
universal health coverage. However, it is critical to ensure
digitally enabled models of care are implemented
optimally to meet the needs of service users, their
caregivers, and their healthcare providers.

This Special Issue seeks to draw together much-needed
evidence to guide the development of palliative care and
end-of-life care services globally, particularly with a focus
on the application of digital technologies.
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