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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

Marine herbal medicine generally refers to the use of
marine plants as original materials to develop crude drugs,
or for other medical use. The term ‘marine plants’ usually
denotes macroalgae grown between intertidal and sub-
intertidal zones, including Chlorophyta, Phaeophyta and
Rhodophyta. As the most important source of fundamental
products in the world, marine plants have a very important
role in biomedical research. Furthermore, worldwide
studies have consistently demonstrated that many crude
drugs derived from marine plants contain novel ingredients
that may benefit health or can be used in the treatment of
diseases; some have been developed into health foods,
and some even into drugs. It is expected that there are
many substances of marine plant origin that will have
medical applications in terms of improving human health,
and are awaiting discovery.

In this Special Issue, we will provide a platform for
researchers to publish biomedical studies on substances of
marine plant origin. We welcome submissions from
scientists from across the world.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Bill J. Baker
Department of Chemistry,
University of South Florida, 4202
E. Fowler Ave., CHE 205, Tampa,
FL 33620-5250, USA

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

During the past few decades there has been an ever
increasing number of novel compounds discovered in the
marine environment. This is exemplified by the robust
preclinical and clinical pipeline that currently exists for
marine natural products. Marine Drugs is inviting
contributions on new advances in marine biotechnology,
pharmacology, chemical ecology, synthetic biology, and
genomics approaches related to the discovery of
therapeutically relevant marine natural products. Our goal
is to share your contribution in a timely fashion and in a
manner that will be valued by the scientific community.
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