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Message from the Guest Editor

Dear Colleagues,

This Inaugural Edition of Laws is devoted to a general
examination of the theory, doctrine, and future trends of
several of the foundational issues in legal scholarship. Each
author is a world-class scholar eminent in his or her field.
The purpose is to examine the history, current doctrine,
theories, and future directions of the field as a whole. Each
chapter, wherever possible, will focus on the most salient
problems in the field, rather than close detailed
examination of a small problem. He or she will, wherever
possible, make the chapter readable and relevant to a
transnational readership, so that the key ideas are not
overly focused on a single country. We would like this
inaugural volume to be a key reference point for scholars
and the wider community interested in the field of law—as
it has been, where it is today, and the directions in which it
is heading.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Laws is an international, open access journal featuring
rigorous scholarship on critical developments in
governance, courts, agencies, and social order. Analysis
and synthesis, theory and practice, and empirical and
doctrinal work have appeared in the journal; contributions
that bridge these traditional boundaries are particularly
welcome. The social sciences and humanities generate
insights both from and for the legal system. While theory
grounds Laws in a timeless dialogue shaped by traditions
of inquiry, legal practice ensures that scholars are
addressing pressing problems. Both normative and
positive scholarship can aid policymakers, judges, and
agency officials. Laws brings together the work of theorists
and practitioners, and a diverse range of empirical
researchers, to promote the progress of foundational legal
norms.
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