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Message from the Guest Editor

There have been enormous changes in how we use opioids
in the past 40 years, especially in high-income countries. In
the 1970s and 1980s, opioids were only reserved for acute
pain, surgical pain, or palliative cancer patients. In the
1990s, with the advent of long-acting formulations, there
was a spread of using opioids for conditions that were not
life-threatening, such as mechanical back pain,
inflammatory pain, and neuropathic pain. With the large
amount of people taking opioids, there was a surge of
many people who became dependent and addicted.
Consequently, those people who cannot get opioids from
prescriptions need to obtain them from illicit sources,
which opened the markets for more and more potent
opioids, including oxycodone, heroine, fentanyl, and more
recently carfentanyl.

We are interested in studies looking at the clinical
applications of prescription opioids, neurobiological
mechanisms in humans, clinical trials, meta-analyses,
education for prescribers, and policy and programs to
mitigate the risks of opioids.
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Message from the Editorial Board

There has been an explosion of gene and target based
research and therapeutics in the multitude of fields that
compose clinical medicine. The Journal of Clinical
Medicine’s (JCM) staff and editorial board are dedicated to
providing cutting edge, timely, and peer-reviewed articles
covering the diverse subspecialties of clinical medicine.
The journal publishes concise, innovative, and exciting
research articles as well as clinically significant articles and
reviews that are pertinent to the myriad of disciplines
within medicine. The articles published are relevant to both
primary care physicians and specialists. The journal’s full-
texts are archived in PubMed Central and indexed in
PubMed. Please consider submitting your manuscripts for
publication to our journal and check us out on-line!
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