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Message from the Guest Editor

Rectal cancer has been a driving challenge for basic
science (carcinogenesis, molecular biology, pharmacology)
and clinical medicine, such as pathology,
gastroenterology, radiology, surgery oncology and
medical/interdisciplinary oncology. The multimodal
treatment or conservative therapy of defined stages in
rectal cancer has  now become standard and is continously
improving.  New developments are aiming at
individualizing treatment to radiochemotherapy without
resection in patients at a high risk for surgery. The outcome
in rectal cancer treatment varies with surgical quality and
the quality of interdisciplinary multimodal diagnosis and
treatment, molecular biology included. In this context,
continous developments contribute to individualized
concepts and highest quality at specialized centers.

This Special Issue on rectal cancer provides new insights
into the diagnosis and treatment of this cancer type,
frequent in Western countries and increasing in incidence
in Eastern countries.
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Message from the Editorial Board

There has been an explosion of gene and target based
research and therapeutics in the multitude of fields that
compose clinical medicine. The Journal of Clinical
Medicine’s (JCM) staff and editorial board are dedicated to
providing cutting edge, timely, and peer-reviewed articles
covering the diverse subspecialties of clinical medicine.
The journal publishes concise, innovative, and exciting
research articles as well as clinically significant articles and
reviews that are pertinent to the myriad of disciplines
within medicine. The articles published are relevant to both
primary care physicians and specialists. The journal’s full-
texts are archived in PubMed Central and indexed in
PubMed. Please consider submitting your manuscripts for
publication to our journal and check us out on-line!
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