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Message from the Guest Editors

Health systems research brings particular challenges and
opportunities: interdisciplinary working; collaborating with
clinical and other healthcare staff; simultaneously working
at different levels of a system or organisation;
designing/co-designing interventions; constructing studies
that can rigorously test such interventions; and working
closely with the potential beneficiaries and end users of
research throughout the process, be they patients, carers,
clinicians or managers. As researchers we are being pushed
to step outside of our comfort zones and find new methods
to explore and understand the complexity of health
systems and new designs to implement and test
interventions in this dynamic environment.

This special issue has a focus on new methodologies in
research and implementation of health systems
interventions. Papers that describe research and evidence-
based interventions in the hospital or at the hospital-
community care interface and utilise novel or complex
methods are invited. Papers focusing on research that is
co-designed by researchers, healthcare staff and patients
would be particularly welcome.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Paul B. Tchounwou Addressing the environmental and public health
RCMI Center for Urban Health challenges requires engagement and collaboration among

Disparities Research and clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
Innovation, Richard Dixon

Research Center, Morgan State advances in this research field play a critical role in

University, 1700 E. Cold Spring providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward

Lane, Baltimore, MD 21251, USA control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. /JERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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