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Message from the Guest Editors
Dear Colleagues,

The environment plays a critical role on cognitive
development and function and consequently upon
lifecourse trajectory. Toxins including arsenic, mercury, and
lead impact the cognitive development and function of
children. In utero exposure to alcohol and consequent fetal
alcohol spectrum disorder impair cognitive function.
Exposure to sodium valproate in utero may increase the
likelihood of autism. Deficiencies in iodine and iron can
impair cognition. Traumatic brain injury at any stage in the
lifecourse may have major adverse impacts. In utero
infection with cytomegalovirus and rubella virus can impair
special senses and cognition. Cerebral infections including
pneumococcal meningitis can adversely impact cognitive
development. Cognitive function is significantly influenced
by the social environment, and the social environment
modifies the effects of other exposures outlined above.

This Special Issue is open to any subject area related to the
impacts of the environment on cognitive development and
function.

Assoc. Prof. David Harley
Dr. Shamshad Karatela
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Paul B. Tchounwou Addressing the environmental and public health
RCMI Center for Urban Health challenges requires engagement and collaboration among

Disparities Research and clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
Innovation, Richard Dixon

Research Center, Morgan State advances in this research field play a critical role in

University, 1700 E. Cold Spring providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward

Lane, Baltimore, MD 21251, USA control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. /JERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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