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Messina, Italy consistent phenomenon of antibiotic resistance. These
pathogens are widespread in hospital environments and
surfaces on which they can survive for a long period of time
' » and, therefore, cross-contaminate medical devices with a
Sjg:qh‘:;g‘;;manuscnpt high risk of being passed to patients. During this cross-
30 June 2024 contamination, a leading role is undoubtedly played by
healthcare workers (HCWs) and their behaviour.

To fight this crucial public health issue, there are strategies
including active surveillance, good practises in healthcare
and antimicrobial stewardship, and novel strategies, such
as the study of new materials with intrinsic antimicrobial
properties for potential use in the manufacture of medical
devices and hospital surfaces.

Accordingly, the present Special Issue aims to collect valid
and rigorous scientific papers to summarize the current
knowledge about this large, difficult public health
challenge.
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