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Message from the Guest Editor
Dear Colleagues,

Pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma (PDAC) is still one of
the most aggressive and lethal malignancy in Western
countries. PDAC cells are characterised by a tendency to
infiltrate into the endothelium basement membrane and
neurons and to propagate speedily to distant organs
through the lymphatic system, causing metastasis. At
molecular level, it is known that the activation of
oncogenes, such as KRAS and NOTCH, and the blocking of
tumour suppressor genes like p16, p53, SMAD4 and PTEN,
are involved in the initiation and advancement of this
disease. In addition, various cell signalling pathways, such
EGFR, Akt and NF-kB, have been found to be disrupted,
contributing to PDAC evolution. Despite all these advances
in the understanding of the molecular pathogenesis of
PDAC, further insight in the knowledge of this disease and
new efficacious therapeutic strategies are urgently required
in order to improve the outcomes for PDAC patients.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Maurizio Battino Diseases is an international, peer-reviewed, open access,
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Diseases is increasingly gaining acceptance and visibility
within scholars, and after only a few years of life, Diseases is
now also covering specific topics with dedicated special
issues. We would be pleased to welcome you as one of our
authors.
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