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Message from the Guest Editors

The term feather pecking describes the pecking at and
pulling out of feathers from conspecifics. It can lead to
severe feather damage and the triggering of cannibalistic
behaviour. Feather pecking and cannibalism are seen in
conventional cage housing, furnished cages and non-cage
systems. However, due to the large flock size in non-cage
systems, feather pecking can be more difficult to control in
this environment. With more and more countries and
continents transitioning from conventional cages to
alternative systems, sustainable solutions to control
feather pecking and cannibalism are needed.
We invite researchers working on the topic of feather
pecking and cannibalism to submit their papers to this
Special Issue. We are interested in underlying mechanisms
of feather pecking, but also those with applied perspective
or a focus on comparing levels of feather pecking and
feather damage in commercial flocks of laying hens. Also,
papers that link the topic of feather pecking to other
relevant disciplines, such as genetics, nutrition, physiology
or microbiology are invited. We aim to  provide a global
perspective on feather pecking and cannibalism in laying
hens.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Animals is an international, peer-reviewed, open-access
journal established in 2011 and published semimonthly
online by MDPI. The journal is dedicated to high-quality
research across a broad range of animal-related
disciplines, including zoology and veterinary sciences, and
upholds rigorous peer-review and editorial standards to
ensure the publication of impactful work. Indexed in the
Science Citation Index Expanded (SCIE) within Web of
Science, Animals has a 2025 Impact Factor of 3.2 (ranks
13/87 (Q1) in 'Agriculture, Dairy & Animal Science'; 15/170
(Q1) in 'Veterinary Sciences'), 5-Year Impact Factor: 3.5.

an Open Access Journal by MDPI

5.53.2

Author Benefits

Open Access: free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid by authors or
their institutions.
High Visibility: indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), PubMed, PMC, Embase,
PubAg, AGRIS, Animal Science Database, CAB Abstracts, and other databases.
Journal Rank: JCR - Q1 (Veterinary Sciences) / CiteScore - Q1 (General Veterinary )

Contact Us

Animals Editorial Office
MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland

Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
www.mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/animals
animals@mdpi.com

@Animals_MDPI

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=2076-2615
https://www.mdpi.com/openaccess
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/animals/apc
https://www.scopus.com/sourceid/21100244850#tabs=0
https://mjl.clarivate.com/search-results?issn=2076-2615&hide_exact_match_fl=true&utm_source=mjl&utm_medium=share-by-link&utm_campaign=search-results-share-this-journal
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=%2522Animals+%2528Basel%2529%2522%255Bjournal%255D&sort=pubdate
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/journals/2763/
https://www.embase.com/login
https://pubag.nal.usda.gov/?_=1643978670866&f%255Bjournal_name%255D%255B%255D=Animals&search_field=journal_text&sort=date-desc
https://agris.fao.org/
https://www.cabi.org/animalscience/
https://www.cabi.org/publishing-products/cab-abstracts/
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/animals/indexing
https://mdpi.com
https://mdpi.com/journal/animals

	Feather Pecking in Laying Hens and Its Effects on Welfare

