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On the occasion of his 70th birthday, we celebrate the career of our Editor-in-Chief, Profes-
sor Gaetano Granozzi. Prof. Granozzi’s work is marked by his dedication to the fundamental
understanding of technologically relevant systems through the lens of surface science.

His approach to the field developed from a background in inorganic chemistry and an
expansion of the concept of the cluster–surface analogy. His desire to connect experimental
advances to theoretical understanding rather than just correlation has led him to explore both
high-surface area and ideal single-crystal materials with a range of UHV-based spectroscopic
and structural tools as well as wet chemical studies. His work has spanned a broad range of
materials, and he has branched out from his roots in heterogeneous catalysis to encompass
photo- and electro-catalysis as well. Perhaps his most impactful investigations have resulted
from the training of his sights on graphene and other 2D systems.

His growing influence on the fields of materials for energy applications and solar
chemistry is exemplified by his recent work published both in Surfaces and elsewhere,
in which he and his colleagues have explored systems ranging from porphyrin layers
on single-crystal Au substrates [1] to graphene [2,3], TiO2 [4], mesoporous carbon [5],
Ni-doped MoS2 [6], and WS2 [7]. Professor Granozzi’s work on CO2 reduction [8] and H2
generation [9,10] has provided atomic-scale understanding to electrocatalytic processes
that will to underpin the translation of surface science advancements into the processes
that are required for the increasingly sustainable chemical industry of the future.

The members of the Editorial Board of MDPI’s Surfaces are honored by the commitment
that Professor Granozzi has displayed in building up Surfaces from a mere idea into an
established open access forum for the publication of frontier research in surface science as
it has been broadly defined.
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