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Abstract: The drone-small-cell-assisted air-ground integrated network is a promising architecture
for enabling diverse vehicle applications. This paper presents a joint resource slicing and vehicle
association framework for drone-assisted vehicular networks, which facilitates spectrum sharing
among heterogeneous base stations (BSs) and achieves dynamic resource provisioning in the presence
of network load dynamics. We formulate the network utility maximization problem as mixed-integer
nonlinear programming, considering traffic statistics, quality-of-service (QoS) constraints, varying
vehicle locations, load conditions in each cell, and interdrone interference. The original maximization
problem is transformed into a biconcave optimization problem to ensure mathematical tractability. An
alternate concave search algorithm is then designed to iteratively solve vehicle association patterns
and spectrum partitioning among heterogeneous BSs until convergence. Simulation results show that
the proposed scheme achieves a significant performance improvement in throughput and spectrum
utilization compared with two other baseline schemes.

Keywords: vehicular networks; drone; spectrum slicing; resource allocation; quality-of-service (QoS)

1. Introduction

As a typical fifth-generation (5G) and beyond scenario, vehicular networks connect
vehicles, pedestrians, mobile devices, and base stations (BSs), providing a wide range
of services, such as road safety and security, fleet, and traffic management [1]. Cellular
vehicle-to-everything (C-V2X) is seen as a viable enabler for emerging use cases in 5G
and beyond, offering low-latency, high-reliability, and high-throughput communications
for various services and supporting massively interconnected vehicles [2]. However,
increasing network capacity and accommodating various services with stringent quality-
of-service (QoS) requirements necessitate innovations in network architecture. Ultradense
deployment of BSs and roadside units can improve network capacity through network
densification. Still, this solution may lead to low cell utilization efficiency, additional
infrastructure deployment costs, and intercell interference [3]. Providing satisfactory QoS
with fixed and rigid terrestrial cellular networks, particularly on busy urban roads during
rush hours, is challenging.

Drones equipped with specialized wireless transceivers and computing modules have
the potential to form drone-based small cells (DSCs). These flying base stations (BSs) can
communicate with ground-based base stations (GBSs) and provide vehicle connectivity
services. An integrated air-ground network architecture is promising for enabling ubiqui-
tous connections, enhancing the performance of 5G and beyond vehicular networks. First,
DSCs can fly in designated areas to form three-dimensional, configurable small cells. These
small cells can be rapidly deployed to cover wireless “dead zones” for vehicular users,
enabling better network extensibility. Second, combining GBSs with DSCs can provide
broader coverage and greater capacity through a three-dimensional layered network. DSCs
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can act as airborne relays for GBSs to serve edge vehicles beyond GBS coverage. Third,
drones can monitor traffic conditions in the air (including road congestion and accidents)
and transmit this information to ground stations to be relayed to vehicular networks, which
helps drivers choose optimal routes. Last but not least, DSCs flying at high altitudes avoid
shadow fading in data transmission and increase the probability of establishing reliable
short-distance line-of-sight (LoS) links, reducing delays and improving reliability [4]. De-
ploying DSCs under GBSs facilitates spectrum reuse owing to their low transmit power
and flexible placement, relieving resource allocation pressures.

Resource allocation issues arise despite the numerous benefits of an integrated air-
ground network architecture. First, the unique GBS-to-DSC (G2D) and DSC-to-vehicle
(D2V) channels create a trade-off between effective coverage and spectrum utilization
in DSC deployment. Resource allocation and vehicle association must consider DSC’s
effective coverage impact. Second, the maneuverability of DSCs results in diverse vehicle
association patterns, complicating spectrum slicing among heterogeneous base stations.
Third, interference fluctuations in DSC deployment [5] make granular vehicle-level resource
provisioning difficult. The movement of DSCs creates rapidly changing interference con-
ditions and network topology. Fourth, DSC deployment and position adjustment should
account for road direction and traffic variation. For example, DSCs should fly along the
direction of high-speed vehicular traffic for better service coverage. Therefore, exploring
efficient spectrum resource provisioning that cooperates with DSCs to support emerging
vehicular applications is crucial.

Resource allocation issues arise despite the numerous benefits of an integrated air-
ground network architecture. First, the unique ground-base-station-to-drone-small-cell
(G2D) and drone-small-cell-to-vehicle (D2V) channels create a trade-off between effective
coverage and spectrum utilization in DSC deployment. Resource allocation and vehicle
association must consider DSC’s effective coverage. Second, the maneuverability of DSCs
results in diverse vehicle association patterns, complicating spectrum slicing among het-
erogeneous base stations. Third, interference fluctuations in DSC deployment [5] make
granular vehicle-level resource provisioning difficult. The movement of DSCs creates
rapidly changing interference conditions and network topology. Fourth, DSC deployment
should account for road direction and traffic variation for better service coverage.

1.1. Related Works

Many resource slicing methods are designed for terrestrial vehicular networks, high-
lighting service provision capability and QoS satisfaction for various services. Peng et al.
in [6] developed a joint power control and resource slicing strategy to provide QoS-
guaranteed downlink transmissions in multiaccess edge computing (MEC)-enabled vehic-
ular networks. They also proposed a multidimensional resource management framework
in [7] to maximize the number of offloaded tasks under heterogeneous QoS requirements.
In [8], a multitimescale radio access network slicing and task offloading problem is in-
vestigated to maximize resource utilization with diverse QoS guarantees for autonomous
driving tasks. Flexible wireless resource management is explored in [9], where radio access
and processing functions run in software instances based on network function virtualiza-
tion (NFV) [10]. Shen et al. in [11] proposed a network architecture that facilitates the
interplay between the digital twin and network slicing paradigms, building on holistic
network virtualization and edge intelligence. Zarandi and Tabassum in [12] investigated
the delay minimization problem with task offloading, computation, and communication
resource allocation in sliced multicell mobile edge computing (MEC) systems. They solved
offloading decision-making and resource allocation subproblems through alternating op-
timization until convergence. A reinforcement learning method is developed in [13] for
the decision making of network selection and autonomous driving in multiband vehicular
networks, with the goal of enhancing the data rate through radio resource management.
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Utilizing DSCs is crucial for effective service provisioning in vehicular networks.
Recent research has focused on device association, DSC coverage, and resource allocation.
Sun et al. in [14] examined the spectrum efficiency at end devices and explored how
DSC deployment can enhance resource utilization. Shi et al. in [15] developed a drone
ground coverage model to maximize end device coverage while adhering to the drone-
to-ground link quality constraint. However, the impact of drone flight height on resource
consumption and network coverage requires further investigation. In [16], a drone-assisted
cellular networking scheme was proposed to improve coverage performance for machine-
type communication services. Cheng et al. in [17] introduced a drone-assisted edge
computing architecture for offloading computation-intensive applications. Additionally,
a multi-DSC-assisted resource slicing problem for 5G uplink radio access networks was
studied in [18] to minimize total resource consumption.

There is a scarcity of literature on resource management in DSC-assisted vehicular
networks. Zhang et al. explored software-defined networking (SDN)-based resource
management for air-space-ground integrated vehicular networks [19], where local and
centralized controllers collaborate to manage resources. He et al. investigated the drone
relay problem [20], considering the influence of communication interruption and energy
consumption. To support more diversified IoT services in a dynamic network environment,
Wau et al. studied a space-air-ground integrated framework for efficient network slicing
and content services for vehicular networks [21]. Lyu et al. presented a service-oriented
resource slicing framework for space-air-ground integrated vehicular networks to maximize
system revenue and stabilize the time-averaged queue [22]. Additionally, Han et al. in [23]
developed a drone-aided intelligent transportation system to support low-latency vehicular
services. They studied the problem of how to minimize the average peak age of information
by optimizing multidrone deployment.

Certain issues require further investigation. For instance, some research assumes
that DSCs can provide services to vehicles without the support of GBSs while ignoring
the resource consumption that occurs during the interaction between DSCs and GBSs.
Moreover, when slicing resources among heterogeneous BSs, it is essential to take into
account the traffic features of vehicle services and the distinctive channels used by drones.

1.2. Contributions and Organization

In a scenario where multiple DSCs and GBSs coexist, we propose an air-ground inte-
grated spectrum management framework for delay-sensitive applications in 5G and beyond
vehicular networks. Our focus is on maximizing network utility under the constraint of
delay. This paper makes two main contributions.

*  We construct an optimization framework for resource slicing and vehicle association,
which takes into account DSC deployment, traffic statistics, inter-DSC interference,
and QoS requirements. We formulate a network utility maximization problem using
the logarithmic function to determine spectrum slicing ratios and vehicle association
patterns. We transform the joint optimization problem into a tractable biconcave
maximization problem.

*  Wedevelop a convex search algorithm that iteratively solves the transformed problem
for vehicle association patterns and spectrum partition with reduced complexity. The
algorithm converges to a set of partial optimal solutions. Simulation results demon-
strate that the proposed solution outperforms two other resource slicing baseline
schemes regarding resource utilization and network throughput.

The follow-up content is arranged in the following sections. Section 2 presents the
system model under consideration. Section 3 offers an optimization problem formulation
and decomposition. In Section 4, the optimization problem is transformed into a tractable
biconcave problem, and an alternate algorithm is proposed to solve the transformed
problem. The section also discusses DSC deployment and companion flight policy. The
performance evaluation is presented in Section 5. Finally, Section 6 concludes the paper.
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Table 1 lists the main notations and variables, and the appendices provide the proof of the
propositions and corollaries.

Table 1. Main notations and variables.

Symbols Definition

@ik Association indicator for vehicle i with the DSC at v x

Aim Association indicator for vehicle i with GBS m

Ci,j k Achievable rates of vehicle i associated with the DSC at v;

cf?%{ Achievable rate at vehicle i from the DSC at v; . for fl(;q,)c

Cim Achievable rate at vehicle i from GBS m

Cijjkm Achievable rate at the DSC at v; ;. from GBS m for vehicle i

c(min) Minimum rate for a bounded delay violation probability

dim Euclidean distance between vehicle i and GBS m

d; Horizontal distance between vehicle i and the DSC at v
(n) Amount of spectrum allocated to vehicle i (out of o, W)

fi,j,k from the DSC at v«

fim Amount of spectrum allocated to vehicle i from GBS m

fijjem Amount of spectrum allocated to vehicle i from GBS m

Sim Channel gain from GBS m to vehicle i

Sijk Channel gain from the DSC at v} to vehicle i

Sjkm Channel gain from GBS m to the DSC at v; x

Vi !/ Vin Set/Num. of candidate DSC positions covered by GBS m

Ti/ Lk Set/Num. of vehicles covered by the DSC at v«

L/ L Set/Num. of vehicles covered by GBS m

N Set/Num. of plane position indexes in the coverage of GBS m

W Available amount of radio spectrum resources to the system

Pm/Pjk Transmit power on GBS m/the DSC at v;

Yim Spectrum efficiency at vehicle i from GBS m

rf';l Spectrum efficiency at vehicle i from the DSC at v; . for fl<]",)<

Fikm Spectrum efficiency at the DSC at v} ; from GBS m

Ry Effective ground coverage radius of the DSC at altitude z;

Uik Candidate DSC position (xj, Yjs Zk)

a1/ Spectrum slicing ratio for GBS 1/GBS 2

a3 Spectrum slicing ratio for each DSC

Om Fraction of spectrum resources from «,, for G2V links

Sikm Fraction of resources from a;, allocated to the DSC at v;x

Aa Arrival rate of the delay-sensitive packet

0Los LoS probability threshold for D2V links

DU Free space path-loss threshold

2. System Model

Consider a two-tier vehicular network with multiple GBSs underlaid by multiple
DSCs, as shown in Figure 1. DSCs, as air relays, deployed on demand, can forward GBSs’
traffic to target vehicles. When not covered by DSCs, a vehicle chooses to connect to a GBS.
Under the coverage of a DSC, a vehicle can choose to connect to the DSC or a GBS. Multiple
access types are permitted. Vehicles can access MEC servers via GBSs or DSCs. GBSs can
wirelessly charge hovering DSCs [24].
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Figure 1. Drone-small-cell-assisted cellular vehicular networks.

2.1. Resource Slicing Framework

The physical radio resources from GBSs and DSCs are abstracted as a centralized
virtual radio resource pool [25,26]. By collecting vehicles” request information, a MEC-
enabled controller performs management. GBSs are divided into two groups, denoted by
M and M3, where GBSs in the same group share the same spectrum resources and are
not adjacent. Take an example of a two-way lane scenario shown in Figure 2. GBS 1 and
GBS 2 are two GBSs from the groups Mj and My, respectively. The system’s total available
radio spectrum resources are denoted as W. Without loss of generality, we consider slicing
the spectrum resources among GBS 1, GBS 2, and each DSC. Each DSC reuses spectrum
resources to support D2V communications under a distance constraint among DSCs. Then,
the spectrum resources are divided into three mutually orthogonal spectrum slices, 1, 2,
and 3, with the slicing ratios a1, ap, and a3, and are allocated to GBS 1, GBS 2, and each
DSC, satisfying

Y a=1 (1)

ne{1,2,3}

a, a,

a, +a, é a,+a, a,+a, é\ a,+a

@ GBS 1 (_’(& @ GBS 2 @

V. .
Vo vjz,kz /| J3.k3 Jaky

Figure 2. Spectrum management framework.
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For instance, on the left side of Figure 2, the drone deployed at v; 4, uses spectrum
slices 2 and 3, of which slice 3 is shared by each drone, and slice 2 is assigned to GBS 2.
Since the drone is far from GBS 2, the interference caused by UAV using slice 2 to GBS 2 is
low, with improved resource utilization. Similarly, on the right side of Figure 2, the drone
deployed at v}, 1, is assigned spectrum slices 1 and 3, where slice 1 comes from GBS 1.

Letv;x = (xj,yj,2x) denote a drone deployment position. The set of drone deployment
positions under the coverage of GBS m is denoted as V;, with V;, being its cardinality (i.e.,
the number of available DSCs). The fraction of resources from a,, allocated to associated
vehicles to support GBS-to-vehicle (G2V) communications is denoted as d,,,. The fraction
of resources from wa,,; allocated to the DSC associated with GBS m at Uik € Vi for G2D
communications is denoted as d; ,, (m € {1,2}). The slicing ratios satisfy

Ky = O + Z 5',k,m~ )

U]',kevm

Two-level spectrum reusing is considered. In addition to reusing the resources Wa3
among DSCs, we allow the DSCs not covered by a GBS to reuse the GBS’s spectrum. The
interference to GBSs caused by the DSCs can be controlled via proper deployment of DSCs.
Take Figure 2 as an example. The DSCs at vj, x, and vj, , can reuse the spectrum resource
(a3 + a2)W, and the DSCs at vj, ¢, and v;, x, can reuse (a3 + a7)W.

The key to resource slicing is to determine the optimal set of slicing ratios to max-
imize the entire network utility. After slicing the spectrum resources, the controller al-
locates the slices to each BS. The resources in each slice is further partitioned among

associated vehicles.

2.2. Communication Model

As shown in Figure 3, a complex vector space is used to characterize the effect of
vehicle direction and speed on distance calculation, where c{;,m is the distance vector from
vehicle i to GBS m, and @; represents the velocity vector of vehicle i. During a period of
length At, the distance vector of vehicle i is expressed as 7;At. By the addition or subtraction
of complex vectors, the Euclidean distance from vehicle i to GBS m with the vehicle velocity
vector 7; is defined as

A
di,m = ‘

@miam” G)

Similarly, in the case where a vehicle is associated with a drone, as shown in Figure 4, the
horizontal distance between vehicle i and the drone at the location v;; is defined as

c%éH7wi7Aﬂ. 4)

c—z", Vi c—l’f,m — ;fAl

di,m
;iAt ;iAt

S moving ’o“o vehicle i \ ﬂodho vehicle i
< ' ' I ;
time ¢'+Af t +AL !

Figure 3. Mobility-aware distance calculation when a vehicle is associated with GBS m (Case-1).
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;;At ;iAl

\ movmg oiho Vehicle [ X !ﬂO\'l!]g /02. Vehic]e l.
< 1 | | |
time z’+lAt t t+At t

ZI;,‘,/ + T//At 671,/ - ;,‘Af

Figure 4. Mobility-aware distance calculation when a vehicle is associated with a drone (Case-2).

Let g; », denote the path loss from GBS m destined for vehicle i, which is quantified by
substituting (3) into the method described by Ye et al. [27].

With the introduction of LoS probability, we characterize the drone channel. Com-
pared with a non-LoS connection, an LoS connection has less attenuation, which improves
spectrum efficiency. By substituting (4) into the aerial channel model proposed in [14,28],
we express the LoS probability of the D2V link from a DSC at v;  to vehicle i as

1
Pros(zi,d; ) =
LoS(] 1,]) . 2
+erexp( —ex(arctan| 7 |) —eg

i

©)

where d; ; is the horizontal distance between vehicle i and Vj ks and e; and e, are constants
determined by the environment. Based on [14] and (4), the average path loss of the D2V
link forms the DSC at v} ; to vehicle 7, which is expressed as

8ijx =20log \/z; + dzz,]‘ + (MLos — 11NLos) Pros (zk, 4 ;)

(6)

+20log <47CTP) + INLos-

In (6), #Los (NLos) is the additional loss for LoS (NLoS) links, involving the impacts of
shadowing components, ¢ represents the speed of light, and p is the carrier frequency.

The vehicle set under the coverage of GBS m is denoted by Z,,. Based on the proposed
spectrum management framework, vehicle i € Z; experiences two kinds of interference:
from transmissions of other GBSs in M and of DSCs under the coverage of GBSs in M.
Let py and p; represent the transmit power of GBS m and the DSC at v; ;. The spectral
efficiency at vehicle i € Z; from GBS 1 is expressed as

P18i1
ri1 =lo 1+ : 7
i1 = 08 Y PwSimt L Pix&ijk + 02 @
meMy\{1} 0jkEV2

where ¢? is the average background noise power. Similarly, the spectrum efficiency at
vehicle i € 7, from GBS 2, r; 5, can be obtained. The achievable transmission rates of vehicle
i associated with GBS m can be expressed as

Cim = fi,mri,m (8)

where f; ,, is the amount of spectrum (out of J,,W) allocated to vehicle i from GBS m.
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For the DSC at v;x € Vy, let f pand fl ik be the amount of spectrum allocated to vehi-
cle i out of ;W and oc3W The spectrum eff1c1ency at vehicle i with D2V communications

include two parts in terms of f ik and fl expressed as

ik

Y2 10 [ 14 Pjk8ijk )
l] k g2 E pmgi,m _|_ Z Pj’,k’gi,j’,k’ —I— 0'2
m€M1 U///k/Evl\{'U]',k}
and
' —log, | 1+ PikSijk (10)
l]k &2 Pi ke 8ij K + g2

)y
mG{l,Z} vj’,k’evm\{vj,k}

The achievable transmission rate of vehicle i associated with the DSC at v, € V; is

the summation of cl( ])k = fl(ﬂrl( ])k and Cz(:;)k = fl(;irl( ])k Similarly, denote f ()" as the amount

of spectrum allocated to vehicle i associated with the DSC at v} x from oc1W by the DSC at
vjx under the coverage of GBS 2 (vjx € V3). Then, similar to (9) and (10), the two parts

of spectrum efficiencies at the vehicle from the DSC under the coverage of GBS 2, i.e,,

1) ®)

ik i,jks Can be obtained, and the achievable transmission rate at vehicle i associated

with the DSC at vj is the summation of cl(;)k = f l(}irl(;)k and cl(?)k = f z(?irz(?)k If a DSC is

associated with GBS m, indication variable b; ; , is set to 1; otherwise 0. Given b; ;1 and
a2, the achievable transmission rates of vehicle i associated with the DSC at v; ; can be
expressed as

7 andr

2 1 3 3
Cijk = bj/krlcf,j,)k + bj,k,ZCz(,j,)k + b‘/kxlcl(,j,)k + b‘rkr2cz(,j,)k' (11)

Let (X, Ym, zm ) represent the three-dimensional coordinates of GBS m. The distance

between v;; and GBS m is calculated as dj; ,, = \/(xj —xm)* + (yj — ym)2 + (zk — zm)*
Since the DSC flying height is usually higher than that of a GBS, the G2D link is an LoS
connection. Denote v, 0y, 17 as the terrestrial path-loss exponent, angle offset, and excess
path-loss offset. Denote 01 and o0, as excess path-loss scalar and angle scalar. The average
path loss from GBS m to jk is [29]

0 — 6y
m = 1071og(djkm) +01(6 — 9o)eXP< o >+770 (12)

where 0 = arctan(w) represents the elevation angle between the antennas of the DSC
ik

at vjx and GBS m. Similar to (7), the DSC at v; ; associated with GBS 1 experiences two

kinds of interference. Then, the spectral efficiency from GBS 1 destined for the DSC at v; x

is expressed as

P18j k1
—log, | 14+ (13)
! &2 Y. Pm8imt X PikSijkt 0 2
meMi\{1} v kEV2

The spectral efficiency from GBS 2 destined for the DSC at v; x can be obtained in the
same way.

Denote fi,]-,k,m as the resources (out of 0 k,mW) allocated to vehicle i from GBS m. When
GBS m selects a DSC at v to relay data to vehicle i, the achievable transmission rate at the
DSC at v} ; can be uniformly expressed as

Cijjkm = fijJm?jjem- (14)
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2.3. DSC Coverage Model
Consider a realistic drone coverage model. For a DSC placed at vj, the effec-
tive coverage mainly depends on LoS probability and the path-loss threshold in free
space [15,28], satisfying
Pros(zk,di ) > CLos

4mp, /22 + dl%]. (15)

< Tpu-
c DU

In (15), €105 is the LoS probability threshold for D2V links, and tpy is the free space
path-loss threshold, determined by the minimum signal-to-noise ratio for signal decoding.

In the model, flight altitude determines the effective DSC coverage. Similar to the
model in [18], the effective ground coverage radius of a DSC flying to a height of z; can be
expressed as

2
. Zj CTpuy 2
Ry = min , < > -z 5. (16)
tan(e; — % In 7217525) 4rp k

Take Figure 5 as an example to explain the influence of the flying height z; on Ry,
where ¢1, €3, €105, and Tpy are set to 4.88, 0.43, and 89 dB and 0.5, respectively. The
relationship between height and effective coverage radius is not linear.

200

180 4

160 ]

140 7

120 4

Effective coverage radius(m)
®» © o
o o o

N
o
T
Il

n
o
T
I

0 Il Il Il Il
0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160 180 200

Flight altitude(m)

Figure 5. Impact of flight altitude on effective coverage radius.

2.4. Traffic Model

Consider delay-sensitive traffic (e.g., rear-end collision avoidance, platooning). The
average arrival rate and data packet length are denoted as A, (packet/s) and L, (bit). The
effective bandwidth theory [6,27] is used to calculate the minimum transmission rate to
guarantee that the downlink transmission delay exceeding D(™2) at most probability ¢ is
expressed as
Lyloge

!
log(l - /\ﬂg(gnfax) )D(maX)

c(min)

. (17)

For downlink transmission to accommodate vehicles’ delay-sensitive requests, we can
adjust ¢(™™) through resource allocation, providing a probabilistic guarantee for delivery
delay and reliability.
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3. Problem Formulation

In the proposed spectrum management framework, the challenging issue is to de-
termine the optimal spectrum slicing ratios and the association patterns to maximize the
aggregate network utility while satisfying the QoS requirement.

LetZ;; = {i € Z|d;j < Ry} be the set of vehicles located within the effective coverage
of the DSC at v;;. If vehicle i € Z;; establishes a connection with the DSC at v;;, the
indication variable 4; ; ; is set to 1; otherwise, 0. If a DSC at v}, connects to GBS m, bj
is set to 1; otherwise, set to 0. Once a DSC flies to GBSs’ coverage area, it automatically
connects to the GBS with the highest spectral efficiency.

A logarithmic utility function, which is concave and with diminishing marginal utility,
is applied to capture proportional fair resource division among heterogeneous BSs. Based
on (11), the network utility achieved by all vehicles associated with the DSC at Uik is
expressed as

ik (Aik, Fik)

2 1
= b1 ¥ aijelog(els) + bxa Y aiiloglcl)))
ZEIJ‘/k lte,k (18)

3 3
+ b1 Y aik log(cz(,j,)k) +bika Y ik IOg(Cz‘(,j,)k)
Z'EIJ"k iGI]'/k

where .A]',k = {ai,]'/k

DSCs and Fj; = { fl(]nl)(\z € Zjx,n € {1,2,3},a;, = 1} is the strategy set for vehicle-level
resource allocation for D2V communications. If vehicle i connects to GBS m, the indication
variable g; ,,, is set to 1; otherwise, 0. The network utility achieved by all vehicles associated

with GBS m is expressed as

i € Z;;} represents the set of association patterns between vehicles and

um(Am/]:m) = Z aim log(ci,m)/ (19)

i€y

where Ay = {a;|i € Tn} and Fy = {fimli € Ty, a;,m = 1}. Given Ajy, the network
utility at the DSC at v;; to relay associated vehicles’ traffic is calculated as

Wikm (Ajg Figom) = Y @ik 108(C; ik m) (20)
iEIj'k

with Fxm = {fijxmli € Zjx aijx = 1} being the strategy set for vehicle-level resource
allocation for the relaying from the DSC at v} to GBS m.

Based on the logarithmic utility function, an aggregate utility maximization problem
is formulated as in P1, under the constraints of DSC deployment, transmission rates,
association patterns, and resource partitioning.

P1:Maximize ) wik(Ajx Fik)
-Aj,k/-Am/ ?}]-,kGVlUVZ
-F]',k/frnr}-j,k,m

+ Z Um (Am/ ]:m) + Z Z uj,k,m(Aj,k/ ]:j,k,m)

m€{1,2} mG{l,Z} 'Uj,kEV1UV2
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a; (c' —c<min>) > 0,Vi € T, Vm € {1,2} (21a)
,m 1,m - Y my 7
ajj k (Ci,j,k . C(min)) >0,Vie I]',k, V'U]‘/k eViuU, (21b)
Aijk (Ci,j,k,m — C(min)) >0,Vie Ij,kf ij,k eViul, (21c)
Y oamt YL =1 (21d)
mG{l,Z} mE{l,Z} 'U]',kEVm
Y ajifii =0 (21e)
iEIj[k
Z ai,mfi,m =90,W,Vm € {1/2} (21f)
¢ i€l
S.t.
Y. aijjfijjm —Sikm =0,Y0 € VUV, (21g)
iEIj[k
Qi jjer igm € {0, 1},Vi S I]‘,k, VUj/k eViuU, (21h)
Yo |t Y Gjpm | taz=1 (21i)
me{1,2} 0jkEVim
X, Om, O fm € [O,l],VUjlk,n €{1,2,3} (215)
£ € (0,1),Vi € Ty, Yoy, € ViUV, Vi € {1,2,3} (21K)
fim € (0,1),Vi € Z,,,vm € {1,2} (211)
fi,j,k,m c (0, 1),VZ' e Ij,k,VzJj,k eViUV, (21m)

The objective function of P1 is the summation of utilities achieved by all vehicles
(as receivers) and DSCs (as relays). Constraints (21a)—(21c) ensure that the achievable
transmission rate at each receiver is not less than ¢(™") Constraint (21d) ensures that each
DSC can only connect to one BS. Constraints (21e)—(21g) state the resource allocation re-
quirements for each DSC and GBS. Constraint (21i) is a combination of (1) and (2), reflecting
the resource slicing requirement. Constraints (21k)—(21m) demonstrate the requirements
on resource allocation for each vehicle.

‘P1 contains a nonlinear objective function and constraints, a mixed-integer nonlinear
programming problem. Each vehicle’s spectrum allocation relies on association patterns
and resource slicing, making problem solving difficult. For tractability, we first determine

the optimal fractions fz(]n,)C and f; ,, and f; ; ., allocated to vehicle i from the DSC at v; x or
GBS m, given a3, 6;, and 5j,k,m-

4. Solution to P1

In this section, we present a problem approximation method that separates the associa-
tion schema and resource slice subproblems from Problem P1 to facilitate processing.
P1 is transformed into a biconcave optimization problem for mathematical tractabil-
ity. We then design an alternate concave search algorithm to solve vehicle association
patterns iteratively.

4.1. Problem Approximation

We simplify P1 by expressing f. ()

ik fims and fi jx m as a function of 4; j ;. to reduce the
number of decision variables.
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In P1, uji(Fjx) is a function of F;, indicating the aggregate utility of vehicles associ-
ated with the DSC at v.

2 2
wig(Fig) =bix1 Y @ijk 108(fi(,]',3<75,j,)k)

iE.Z—]',k
1) (1
+bjka Y aijklog(f, i(,j}c”f,j,)k)
iE.’Z]‘,k
(3),.(3) 22)
+bjk1 Z ik log(fl-,]-,kri,j,k)
Z'EZ]";(
3) .3
+bjgo Y aixlog(f, l-(, '}rf,j,)k)
iEI]',k
um(Fm) represents the aggregate utility of vehicles associated with GBS m, given by
um(}—m) = Z ai m log(fi,mri,m)- (23)

i€l

Ui k,m(Fjrm) denotes the utility of relaying vehicles’ traffic via the DSC at vy, given by

Wijom (Fijem) = Y ijlog(fijkm?ijem)- (24)
Z'EZ]"k

Based on (22)—(24), P1 can be reformulated as P2.

P2:Maximize Y, upp(Fip)+ Y, tm(Fm)
}-j,kr-Fmr}—j,k,m ‘I}j‘,kEVI UVQ me{l,Z}

+ Z Z uj,k,m (]:j,k,m)

me{1,2} ’Uj’kGVlUVZ
st. (21e), (21f), (21g), (21K), (211), (21m).

Since ]:j,kr Fm, and ]:]km in P2 are thee independent decision variable sets with
uncoupled constraints, P2 can be decomposed to three subproblems, P2.1, P2.2, and P2.3:

P2.1 : Maximize Z u]-/k(]:]-,k)
]:j,k vj,kelﬁqu
st. (21e), (21K).
P22 :Maximize Y t(Fm)
T wé(12)
s.t. (21f), (211).

P2.3 : Maximize Z w jm (Fjk,m)
]:frkr’" ‘Uj,kevl UV,

s.t. (21g), (21m).

Proposition 1. The solutions for P2.1, P2.2, and P2.3 are (25)—(27).

()« _ _Bijk¥nW A ()
fijk = Yrer, ajk fixme{1,2,3} (25)
i mOmW A _,
fim==""— = fn (26)

):i’eI,,, il m
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a ,],k5 ik, mW A

S — (27)
Y "€T;k ajl jk f] ko

fiijkm =

The proof of Proposition 1 is given in Appendix A.1.

Proposition 1 indicates that the optimal fractions of resources allocated to vehicles
from the associated GBSs/DSCs are equal partitioning.

From (25)—(27), the values of f i, k i " and f; ] ko

respectively. Accordingly, we redefine u; (A;x, ]-'] ) U (Am, Fi), and uj g (Aj i, ]-']*km) as

are determined by «ay;, d,,,, and 5j,k,m/

Ujk (Aj,krf]-*k) £ uj(as, Ajx)
U (Am, Fy) = um(ém,Am) (28)
Wit (Ajr Flim) = igom Giioms Aj)-
Based on (25)-(28), we reformulate P1 as P3.

PB:M&)&izngze Z uj,k(txg,A]-,k)-F Z U (60, Am)
pAm VNIV me{1,2}

+ ) Yoo tim(8ikms Aj)

me{1,2} 'U]'/kGVlLJVz

Ajm ( fotim — (mm)) Vi€ Iy, Vm e {1,2} (29a)

@i (b1 fok Tk + Bk fui fo + biaa fok Tk 29)
St9 b, fl(],;{ rl(‘;’)k cmin)y > 0,vi e Zij, Yok, In

ik (fimtiem — €™ ) > 0,1 € Typ, Vo, Yim (29¢)

(21h), (21i), (21j) (294)

As {az, Ajx}, {m, Am}, and {3k m, A} are coupled under (21i), P3 cannot be de-
coupled in the same way as P2. P3 is a mixed-integer combinatorial problem, which is
difficult to solve. Therefore, it is necessary to transform P3 into a tractable form.

4.2. Problem Transformation

To solve P2, we relax 0-1 variables in the sets Aj,k and A, to real-valued variables
contained in fij’k = {a;jxli € Zix} and An = {@imli € I}, with a;;; € [0,1] and
@im € [0,1]. @; , is a;,, with a; j ;. substituted by @; ; x. @; jx and @; ,, can be considered as the
probability of establishing the vehicle association in each spectrum slicing period [27].

Proposition 2. The functions u; (a3, ,Z]-,k), i (8, Am), and U ko (6 s fij,k) are biconcave
on the decision variable set {&3, o, 0 jm} X {.Z]',k, .%Tm}

The proof of Proposition 2 is given in Appendix A.2.
With the variable relaxation, P3 is transformed to P4.

P4 : Maximize Z uj,k(ocg,fijlk)—l— Z i (60, A

q,82,K3,
-Aj,knAm Z}],kEV1UV2 me{1,2}

+ ) Yo i (6 m Ajk)

me{1,2} Uj,kGVlLJVZ
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aim(f;rim - (mlf‘)) > 0,Yi € Ty, Vm € {1,2} (30a)

ik (b, 1f](k rz]k +bjk, ZJZJ( )k +bjk /1f](k rl])k (30b)
std T szk rl]k (mm))>OV1€Ik,Vv]-,k,Vm,Vn

s (Ftitm — ™) = 0,¥i € Ty, oy, Yim (300)

ﬁi,m,ﬁl-lj,k c [0, 1],Vi c Ij,k/ VUj’k, Vm (30d)

(21i), (21)) (30e)

Constraints (30a) and (30b) belong to linear inequality constraint functions, and con-
straint (30d) is an affine equality constraint function. Note that f;5, f] « »and i “m are fo,
f () , and i e

mdlcates that if the DSC at vj is associated with GBS m with a;,, = 1, the spectrum
resource allocation for the vehicle should satisty

with a; ,, and a; j ;. substituted by @; ,, and a; jx. Constraint (30a) actually

A m"im > C(min) Z ﬁi’,m~ (31)
i"e€Zy

Constraints (30b) and (30¢) indicate that if a; ;x = 1, the vehicle’s resource allocation
should satisfy
aij, i ])k > cmin) Y (32)
i EIj,k
and @ 0 ©
bjj1@ij kg bjk 2@kt e+ bi k1,7

+ b] kzal,],krl(])k > C(mm Z az’]k
€Tk

(33)

Constraints (31)—(33) in P4 indicate the limit on the number of vehicles associated
with GBSs/DSCs given {aq, ap, a3}.

We next simplify P4 to P5 by substituting (30a)-(30c) with (31)—(33), respectively, to
make P4 tractable.

P5 : Maximize Z uj,k(ocg,ﬂ]-lk)—l— Z U (8y A

1,002,003,
-Aj,k,-Am U]/k€V1 UV, mE{l,Z}

+ Y Y m(Giem Ajg)
mG{l,Z} Uj,k€V1 UV,
st. (31),(32), (33), (21i), (21j).

Compared with constraint (30a) in P4, constraint (31) in P5 provides the lowest upper
bound on the number of vehicles that can be associated with GBS m. Similarly, compared
with constraints (30b) and (30c) in P4, constraints (32) and (33) in P5 provide the lowest
upper bound on the number of vehicles that can be associated with the DSC at v; 4.

4.3. Algorithm Design

P5 is a biconcave maximization problem due to the biconcave objective function
and the set of bicN()nvgx constraint functions for the biconvex decision variable set
{@3,0m,6jjm} X {Ajx, Am}. We first summarize the concavity property of P5.

Corollary 1. The objective function of P4 is a biconcave function on the variable set
{3, 0m, 6 km} X {Ajx, Am}, and P4 is a biconcave optimization problem.

The proof of Corollary 1 is given in Appendix A.3.
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Corollary 2. Algorithm 1 can converge to a set of optimal solutions {a3, 6y, 0%, } X {“‘T;k/ Az Y.

ms i k,m

The proof of Corollary 2 is given in Appendix A 4.

Algorithm 1: Alternate_search_algorithm

Input :9; candidate set for {aq,ap, a3}.
Output:Optimal spectrum slicing ratios {a], a3, a3} with @;, = {(5,’1*1,(5;‘1,,(1,"1,
(572/,(2’"1, ..., } split from a;, (m € {1,2}); optimal association pattern set
A*
1t 0ult) « 0;ultt)) «0;
2 while [|u(t+D) — 4 (B)|| > 8 do

3 Initialize candidate values for ©y, and © 4, given a,(é) (m € {1,2}) and AW,
4 @50 and @gt) + solving P3 given A1) and {ocgt), agt),ocgt)}.
5 At solving P3 given rxét), @gt), and @gt) ;
6 Obtain F* given /TJF, océt), @5”, and @gt) ;
7 if no solutions for P3 then
8 \ Reinitialize until no solutions found; break;
9 else
10 AU o A,
11 al, ®F, and @} + solving P3 given Al+1);
12 Obtain F' given A1), al, ®1, and ©};
13 if no solutions for P3 then
14 ‘ Reinitialize until no solutions found; break;
15 else
16 aé“rl) — zxg;
17 @) and @V « @t and ©};
18 Fl+)  Ft.
19 Obtain u"+1) with agtﬂ), @gtH), ®§t+1)’ A and FUHLD) at the tth
iteration;
20 end
21 t—t+1;
22 end
23 end

By exploring the biconcavity, we develop an alternate search algorithm to solve P5,
summarized in Algorithm 1. The main logic is to iteratively solve optimal association
patterns {A;f/k, A;, } and optimal spectrum slicing ratios {«3, 5, 5j*,k,m} to maximize the ob-

jective function. In the (t 4+ 1)th iteration, given a spectrum slicing ratio set, {agt), (5,(,5 ), (5](2 m 1,

and an association pattern set, {./T](tk), .ZS,? }, from the tth iteration, P5 is solved to find a
better association pattern set, {ﬂ},k, At} with {Fi ks Fin, Fjm}- To control computational
complexity, we reduce the space of candidate slicing ratios. Let u*) denote the maximum
objective function value with {Zl](tk), ,Z,S?} at the beginning of the tth iteration. If the dif-

ference between 11" and u(!) is less than the threshold ¢, the iteration stops, and the

algorithm converges to a set of optimal solutions, {a3, 45,07, } and {ﬂ;‘/k, A%} other-
wise, start the next iteration until it converges. As stated in Corollary 2, the algorithm

can converge.
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5. Performance Evaluation

Extensive simulations are carried out to verify the effectiveness of the proposed
solution. All the simulations are carried out using MATLAB and Python and run on a
computer with an Intel Core i3 processor and 8 GB RAM. Consider a scenario with two
adjacent GBSs and multiple DSCs. Each GBS'’s height and coverage radius are set to
10 and 800 m. The DSC flying height range on each x-y plane coordinate is [0, 200 m]
with an adjacent height interval of 10 m, and the horizontal movement range on the x-y
coordinate plane is set to [-1600 m,1600 m]. The DSC’s effective coverage at different
heights is determined by (16). The number of DSCs and DSCs’ flight altitude determine the
drone coverage ratio. Each GBS (DSC) has the same downlink transmit power of 46 dBm
(24 dBm). Each lane’s vehicle density range is set to [0.05, 0.5] v/m, where the minimum
vehicle distance is 5 m. The average rate A, of packet arrivals is 4 packet/s. The packet
length (L,) is 1048 bit. The packet deadline bound D(™2¥) and deadline bound violation
probability e are 0.001 s and 10~3. Table 2 lists other important parameters.

Table 2. Parameter settings.

Parameters Values
GBS altitude m (zy,) 10 m
Coverage radius of each GBS (Ry;) 800 m
Transmit power of GBS m (pm) 46 dBm
Transmit power of the DSC at vj x (pjx) 24 dBm
Urban environment parameter (e1/¢z) 4.88/0.43
Excess path-loss scalar/angle scalar(o; /02) —23.29/4.14
Additional loss for LoS/NLoS links (#10s/7NLoS) 0.1/21
Terrestrial path-loss exponent () 3.04
Angle offset (6p) 3.61
Excess path-loss offset (1) 20.7
Carrier frequency (f) 3.5GHz
LoS probability threshold for D2V links ({1,s) 0.5

Free space path-loss threshold (tpy) 89 dB
Packet arrival rate (A,;) 4 pkt/s
Packet length (L;) 1048 bit
Packet delay bound (D(ma")) 0.001 s
Delay bound violation probability (&) 1073
Stop criterion (&) 0.01

The proposed scheme is categorized as versions I and II. The former is a full-featured
version with flight altitude adaptation as in [18], while the latter does not allow DSCs to
reuse GBSs’ spectrum resources.

For comparison, we provide two baseline schemes:

¢  Maximization-SINR (max-SINR) [14], in which the DSC deployment with flight
altitude adaptation aims to maximize the aggregate spectrum efficiency;

*  Maximization-DSC-coverage (max-Cov) [15], in which each DSC always maintains
the height that maximizes the effective coverage.

Each baseline is further categorized as versions I and II. The former uses the same dy-
namic DSC deployment as the proposed scheme, while the latter is with static deployment.

5.1. Impact of Available Spectrum Resources

The first simulation examines network throughput, presented as the system’s aggre-
gate transmission rate. The average vehicle density is set to 0.1 vehicles/meter (v/m).
Figure 6 compares the throughputs achieved by different approaches where two DSCs are
deployed. As more resources are allocated, the amount provisioned per vehicle increases,
leading to higher transmission rates. The throughput of the proposed scheme rises more
rapidly than other schemes.
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Figure 6. Impact of spectrum resources on different schemes.

Additionally, dynamic DSC deployment outperforms static deployment. Specifically,
the proposed scheme’s minimum spectrum resource requirement is 5 MHz, while at least
7 and 8 MHz are needed by the max-SINR and max-Cov schemes, respectively. Owing
to efficient spectrum reuse and slicing, the proposed scheme’s network throughput is on
average over 30% higher than the max-SINR scheme and over 45% higher on average than
the max-Cov scheme.

In Figure 7, the starting point on the left represents the lower bound of resources
required by different strategies under QoS constraints. As more DSCs are added, more
vehicles can connect to DSCs, and overall spectrum utilization increases. Resource par-
titioning depends largely on DSC deployment and vehicle distribution. The proposed
scheme achieves higher throughput than baselines given the same resource budget. The
results demonstrate the proposed scheme’s ability to improve network throughput through
dynamic resource allocation. The gains are achieved by maximizing spectrum reuse and
slicing efficiency under QoS requirements.
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Figure 7. Impact of spectrum resources and the number of DSCs: (a) proposed scheme I, (b) max-SINR
scheme I, (¢) max-Cov scheme I.

5.2. Impact of Vehicle Density

In the following simulation, the amount of available spectrum resources is 20 MHz.
Figure 8 shows the impact of average vehicle density on the minimum spectrum resource
consumption for different methods. Increasing vehicle density leads to greater demand
for spectrum resources. The proposed scheme’s minimum spectrum consumption is on
average over 15% lower than the max-SINR scheme and over 25% lower on average than
the max-Cov scheme, with a slower growth trend as vehicle density rises.

In Figure 9, increasing the number of DSCs can significantly improve spectrum uti-
lization and throughput. The proposed method can more effectively leverage DSCs for
spectrum reuse and partitioning. From Figure 10, the resource slicing ratios are adjusted
accordingly as the average vehicle density grows from 0.05 to 0.5 v/m. A higher vehicle
density makes spectrum resources more scarce, prompting more vehicles to connect to DSCs
and increasing the resource portion allocated to DSCs. The proposed intelligent resource
management is efficient, especially in dense vehicular scenarios. The dynamic spectrum slic-
ing balances the resource allocation between GBSs and DSCs based on real-time demand.

The cooperation of drones enables the network to accommodate more vehicle access.
Nonetheless, connected vehicles are a dynamic environment. The management of UAV
deployment, resource allocation, and vehicle association must be brought into a unified
framework to play the role of different platforms.
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Figure 8. Impact of vehicle density on different schemes.
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Figure 9. Impact of vehicle density and the number of DSCs on throughput: (a) proposed scheme I,
(b) max-SNR scheme I, (¢) max-Cov scheme 1.
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Figure 10. Impact of vehicle density on spectrum slicing ratios: (a) proposed scheme I, (b) max-SNR
scheme I, (¢) max-Cov scheme 1.

6. Conclusions

In this paper, we have proposed a spectrum management framework for drone-
assisted vehicular networks. The goal is to maximize network utility subject to QoS
constraints. The network utility maximization problem is formulated to determine vehicle—
DSC association patterns and spectrum partitioning among heterogeneous BSs. The
optimization problem is further transformed into a tractable biconcave form, followed
by an alternate search algorithm to obtain optimal spectrum slicing ratios and associa-
tion patterns. Simulation results demonstrate that the proposed method has advantages
in throughput and spectrum utilization. The proposed framework is scalable and has
the potential to be used to support content distribution in air-ground integrated vehic-
ular networks. Our ongoing work will design a distributed machine-learning-based re-
source slicing method to adapt to large-scale vehicular network scenarios where multiple
services coexist.
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Appendix A.
Appendix A.1. Proof of Proposition 1

Since DSCs reuse the slice W5, and each vehicle can only connect to one BS, P2.1 can
be decoupled into (V; + V;) items, each for one DSC. According to (22), each item has four
parts. For the first part, we construct the subproblem P3.1.1.

P3.1.1 :Maximizebji1 ) a;jk 10g(f( ) (2))

ZEZ ’]’kr bk
2
Z airf,kfi(,j,gc — Ny = 0 (Ala)
s.t.{ ik
fE e 1), vie Ty (Alb)

The objective function of P3.1.1 can be further derived as

2
b1 le; @ik log(fl(] ;(rl(])k)

= ]kllogH (1]k) +bk logH (l]k)ﬂi,jrk

zeI

(A2)

In (A2), rl(?)k can be seen as a constant independent of fl(fgc Therefore, P3.1.1 is
equivalent to

aj;,
P3.1.2 : Maximize [ | ( 1]k) st (Ala), (Alb).
Fik i€Z;x

Since the geometric average is not larger than the arithmetic average, we have
(2) ) ik
Loaj H fi,j,k =

2)\ %ijk
ZIEI (f 1( S ;()
. (A3)
ik T\ e LieT;; ik
Under (Ala) and (Alb), the optimal resource allocation for vehicle i associated with
the DSC at v is obtained by (27).
The remaining proofs for (26) and (27) are similar, which are omitted here.

Appendix A.2. Proof of Proposition 2

Substituting (25) into b]kl Z a;x log( f](k) rl(?)k) we have
]k

2
],kl Z QZ]klog(f](k) rz(])k) = Yjk1 Z a1]k10g(wanr,(]3<)
IEI lEI

(A4)

—bjx1 Y @ijxlog| Y awjx
iEIj,k Z'IEI]'/k

By stating an equation for the coefficients using the indices 7; and iy, we express the
Hessian matrix of (A4) regarding A; ; as

a ( ]kl Z al],klog(fk rz]k))

H, = Tix —__ Tk (A5)

1,0y
! 0a;,,;k0dj, j k Yiezy, Gijk
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For any nonzero vector s = [sq, 5y, ..., Sljk] € ]RIJV", in the case of q]’.‘k =1, we have

) ) 2
s = _ ik iezy o LicT, % <0 (A6)
Yiet, Bijk

Since the Hessian matrix is negative definite, bjx1 Y a;x log( f]( k) rl(?k) is a concave
i€ZL; k
.
function with respect to A; ; for any given a3, and the reverse is also true.

Substituting (27) into bjx1 ¥ awklog(f](k) l(‘j')k) we have
i€’ ik

bik1 Y @ik 10%(]‘](? rﬁ,))

iEIj/k
= bijm ) fijklog (Wf%,k,mfj,k,m)
i€, (A7)
—bikm Y Gijelog| Y. bixm Y, Gk
iGZ]-,k kEVm /GIj/k

The element in the Hessian matrix of uj,k,m(éj,k,m/-’zlvi,j,k) with respect to g,«//’,k is
expressed as

aZujrk,m w‘,k,m' .A]',k) _ aj k,m

H;, = A =
A aailrjrkaail//jrk E ]fk m Z al’] k (AS)
’Uj’kGVm i€ ]k

In the case of vjx € Vi and 4, = 1, we have

2

):ieI 5
i8S = T T T« &~
vir® X Z ijke

Vi kEVm i€

sTH; (A9)

Since the matrix is negative definite, b;1 Y 4;;x log( f]( k) rl(?)k) is a concave function
i€k

in terms of /Tj,k for any given d; ,, and the reverse is also true.
The proof for uy, (.Zm) is similar, which is omitted here.

Appendix A.3. Proof of Corollary 1

The objective function of P5 is a non-negative linear combination of a set of biconcave
functions, which also belongs to a biconcave function on the variable set {a3, dy, 5j,k,m} X

{"Zj,k/ -’Zlm} [30]

Appendix A.4. Proof of Corollary 2

{az,6m, 5]',k,m} X {.Z]-,k, .Zm} are closed sets, and the objective function of P4 is con-
tinuous on its domain. To verify the uniqueness of F(*1) and A(+1) at the end of the
t-th iteration, we refer to the proof of Corollary 1 that, given {a3, 6, & Ojk, m }, the objective
function of P4 is a concave function of {A] % Am}. Conversely, given A, the objective func-
tion is also concave in terms of @. Therefore, Algorithm 1 can converge to {3, J;, 5]*, )

and {A] AL
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