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Abstract: Melioidosis is known to occur in Bangladesh, but there are few reports about the condition
in the published international literature. We set out to review all known cases of melioidosis in the
country to date, using both retrospective and prospective data. A web-based literature search was
conducted to identify all published case reports, original articles and conference abstracts. Cases
were also included from a prospective study conducted in 2017. Fifty-one cases were identified
between 1961 and 2017. Cases have been reported from sixteen out of the 64 districts of Bangladesh.
The median age of the patients at presentation was 45 years (IQR 37–52), with a significant male (77%)
predominance. Many patients (14/39; 36%) were farmers and 83% had diabetes mellitus. A skin/soft
tissue abscess was the most common primary clinical presentation (13/49; 27%), followed by septic
arthritis (10/49; 20%), pneumonia, and a deep-seated abscess/organ abscess (7/49; 14%). The major
challenges to the diagnosis and treatment of melioidosis in Bangladesh are the lack of resources and
the lack of awareness of melioidosis. Capacity development programs are urgently required to define
the burden of disease and to tackle the mortality rates.
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1. Introduction and History of Melioidosis in Bangladesh

Melioidosis is an important cause of infectious disease across Southeast Asia, and it is believed to
be a problem in Bangladesh, based on anecdotes and a few case reports [1–3]. The disease is caused by
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a highly pathogenic, soil-borne, Gram-negative bacterium, Burkholderia pseudomallei [4]. Bangladesh
is an example of a highly populous, agricultural country where melioidosis may be a significantly
underdiagnosed cause of infection and death. A lack of awareness among microbiologists and
clinicians and a lack of diagnostic microbiology infrastructure are factors that are likely to lead to the
underreporting of melioidosis. The first reported, confirmed case of melioidosis that was acquired
from Bangladesh (at that time known as East Pakistan) was a British sailor, who was travelling east
of Suez [5]. In October 1960, his ship was carried half a mile inland near Chittagong by a cyclone,
and was deposited in a paddy field [5]. The crew stayed there for three months and were repatriated
in January 1961. The patient developed symptoms in May in the UK of that year and eventually
received a diagnosis of melioidosis based on pus cultures in Liverpool [5]. Several individual case
reports/series of melioidosis have been published from Bangladesh since that time. Cases have also
been reported among Bangladeshi immigrants presenting in other countries [5–16].

The clinical presentation of melioidosis is widely varied, and a definitive diagnosis requires
a skilled microbiology laboratory, making it more difficult to diagnose in low-resource settings such as
Bangladesh. Agriculture is the most productive sector of the country’s economy, contributing about
30% of the nation’s GDP and providing over 90% of Bangladesh’s rural employment [17]. A recent
modelling study predicted a melioidosis burden of nearly 17,000 cases and 9500 deaths a year in
Bangladesh [3,18]. This review identifies 51 cases covering all the published case reports, series,
and unpublished cases during the period from 1964 (the case report of the 1961 British sailor) to 2017,
with the aim of generating further evidence to increase the awareness of the disease in the national
and international healthcare community.

2. Review of Melioidosis Cases and Presence of B. pseudomallei in Bangladesh

This was a descriptive study involving both retrospective and prospective data analysis.
A web-based literature search was conducted using PubMed, Google Scholar, Medline, ResearchGate,
and the Bangladesh Journals Online (BanglaJol) database to identify all published, culture-confirmed
case reports of melioidosis in Bangladesh. The key search terms were ‘melioidosis’, ‘Burkholderia’,
and ‘Bangladesh’. Additional published cases were also identified from the personal EndNote database
of one of the authors (D.A.B.D.). We also conducted a prospective study during 2017 in Dhaka to
identify cases among patients admitted with an acute febrile illness and included patients confirmed
as having culture-positive melioidosis, in this review.

2.1. Published and Unpublished Cases

Overall, we identified 25 case reports/case series, one original article, and three conference
abstracts describing cases of culture-confirmed melioidosis in Bangladesh. Of these, one case report,
one original article, and two conference abstracts were excluded due to the duplication of data.
Additional cases were diagnosed through our research project in 2017. The cases were reported
between 1964 and 2017. Of the 24 case reports, twelve described Bangladeshi immigrants diagnosed
overseas (UK, Belgium, USA, Cuba, and Kuwait), all of whom had a history of travelling to Bangladesh
before their illness [5–16], whereas the rest were diagnosed and reported within Bangladesh [19–31].

2.2. Definitions of Clinical Manifestations:

In this review, major organ involvement and clinical features were classified as follows.

(a) Pulmonary: pneumonia, including complications such as a lung abscess or a pleural effusion.
(b) Musculoskeletal (MSK): septic arthritis, osteomyelitis, and others.
(c) Genitourinary (GU): infection of the urinary and genital tract, including the kidneys.
(d) Neurological: involvement of the brain and spinal cord, including the meninges.
(e) Organ abscess/deep-seated abscess: Abscess involving any solid organ or in any deep-seated site

such as the muscles.



Trop. Med. Infect. Dis. 2018, 3, 40 3 of 11

(f) Cutaneous: infection and abscess of the skin and subcutaneous tissue.
(g) Bacteraemia without focus: acute sepsis without any specific focus.

2.3. Climate Data

The monthly average mean temperature in degrees Celsius and the monthly average rainfall in
millimetres for the years 1961 to 2015 were collected from the climate change knowledge portal of the
World Bank [32].

2.4. Statistical Analysis

The results were expressed as median ± interquartile range (IQR) for continuous variables.
A choropleth map was drawn using geographic information system (GIS) data to illustrate the
distribution of the cases [33]. A choropleth map typically uses either differences in colour value
(sometimes in combination with hue) or differences in spacing (e.g., the intensity of a hatched pattern)
to represent the differences. The one sample t-test was applied to determine the level of significance.
Statistical analysis was performed using IBM SPSS Statistics 22 for Windows, and GraphPad Prism
7 was used to display the results. Informed patient consent was obtained from the prospectively
studied cases, with ethical permission being granted by the institutional committees of Dhaka Medical
College (DMC) and the Bangladesh Institute of Research and Rehabilitation for Diabetes, Endocrine,
and Metabolic Disorders (BIRDEM).

2.5. Important Findings

Between 1964 and 2017, 51 cases of culture-positive melioidosis were diagnosed from Bangladesh,
with all the published cases listed in Table 1. The median age of the patients at presentation was
45 years (IQR 37–52), with a significant male (79.6%) predominance (Table 2). The oldest patient
was 90 years old and the youngest was 8 years old. The median age of the patients in Bangladesh
was slightly lower compared to India, Thailand, Taiwan, and Australia [34–37]. However, the male
preponderance was higher than the findings from the same countries. A similar male predominance
was found in Malaysia [38]. This is probably because in countries such as Bangladesh, males are more
involved with outdoor activities. Moreover, the access to healthcare for women is still restricted due to
many reasons, including cultural and socioeconomic factors in Bangladesh [39,40].

The majority of the patients for whom data was available (14/39; 36%) were farmers by profession,
which is compatible with another hospital-based serosurveillance carried out in Bangladesh in 2010,
where farmers had an increased risk of seropositivity (risk ratio = 1.4, 95% CI 1.0–1.8; p = 0.03) [41].
The survey recorded 28.9% positivity for B. pseudomallei through an indirect haemagglutination assay
among 1244 adult febrile patients [41]. However, another study reported 22.6% to 30.8% seropositivity
in three districts (Gazipur, Mymensingh, and Sylhet) where melioidosis cases were detected earlier,
compared to 9.8% in a district (Kishoreganj) where no melioidosis cases were either detected or
reported (p < 0.01) [42]. The same study found no significant difference among different occupational
groups (χ2 = 3.835, p = 0.280) [42]. Over 88% (23/26) of cases in Bangladesh had a definitive history of
soil exposure (Table 2). This is related to the occupational activities of the patients.
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Table 1. Reports of all culture-confirmed melioidosis cases from Bangladesh.

Year of Report Presumed Location of Infection in Bangladesh Location of Diagnosis No. of Case/Cases Reference

1964 Chittagong UK 1 5

1969 Unknown UK 1 16

1970 Unknown UK 1 15

1988 Unknown Bangladesh 1 30

1991 Sylhet UK 1 13

1999 Sylhet UK 3 10

1999 Sylhet UK 1 14

2000 Unknown UK 1 12

2001 Sherpur Bangladesh 1 31

2007 Unknown Belgium 1 8

2007 Rangpur Belgium 1 9

2012 Unknown USA 1 7

2013 Unknown Bangladesh 1 27

2014 Gazipur, Mymensingh, Tangail, Dhaka,
Narayanganj, Khagrachari, Comilla Bangladesh 15 23

2014 Gazipur Bangladesh 1 26

2014 Unknown Kuwait 1 6

2015 Gazipur Bangladesh 1 19

2015 Gazipur Bangladesh 1 21

2015 Mymensingh Bangladesh 1 25

2015 Unknown Bangladesh 1 24

2015 Gazipur Bangladesh 1 28

2016 Brahmanbaria Bangladesh 1 22

2016 Khagrachari Bangladesh 1 29

2017 Unknown. Cuba 1 11

2017 Narayanganj, Tangail, Feni, Comilla,
Mymensingh, Dhaka, Noakhali, Jamalpur Bangladesh 11 20

Table 2. Baseline demographic characteristics of the culture-confirmed cases.

Variables Number (%) p Value

Age (years; median, (IQR)) 45 (37–52)

Sex (n = 51)

Men 41 (80)
0.0001Women 10 (20)

Occupation (n = 39) ψ

Farmer 14 (36)
Housewife 8 (21)
Worker/day labourer 4 (10)
Unemployed 4 (10)
Carpenter 2 (5)
Others 7 (18)

History of soil/environmental exposure (n = 26) ψ

Yes 23 (88)
0.0001No 3 (12)

ψ Variables have missing data. By one sample t-test.

Cases have been reported from sixteen out of 64 districts of Bangladesh, all of which were in the
eastern and northern parts of the country (Figure 1). In five patients, the geographic location could not be
identified. The highest number of cases (9/46; 18%) were recorded from Gazipur, followed by Tangail
(6/46; 12%), Sylhet (5/46; 10%), Mymensingh (4/46; 8%), Feni (4/46; 8%), and others. This study confirms
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that the Gazipur, Tangail, Sylhet, and Mymensingh districts are hotspots for melioidosis in Bangladesh.
Our findings are in consensus with the soil surveillance carried out in these districts in 2011 and confirmed
its presence. The isolates were phenotypically identical, arabinose negative and showed a specific 550 bp
band in PCR [42]. The reason behind the dearth of cases to the west may be multiple. The agricultural
pattern is regionally variable in Bangladesh, especially for rice, which is mainly grown in the north, south,
and northeast districts [43]. Moreover, rice is cultivated in two seasons in the north, northeast, and south,
but it is cultivated only once a year in the western districts [43]. There is also a clear variation in the
pattern of rainfall. High rainfall occurs twice in the northeastern part of the country compared to the
west [44]. However, the lack of cases in western Bangladesh could also be due to a lack of diagnosis
and/or the underreporting of cases. The communication to the capital from the western and northwestern
parts of the country is also more difficult compared to other regions. The infrastructure development
index (IDI) is also very poor for those districts [45], so many patients may not travel to Dhaka and other
major centres for diagnosis and treatment.

Figure 1. Choropleth map based on GIS data. The map illustrates the frequency by district of culture-confirmed
cases of melioidosis (n = 46).
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In thirty-eight cases, the period between the onset of symptoms and the diagnosis of melioidosis was
calculated (Table 3). The median duration was 36 days (IQR 18.75–79.5). Specific risk factors/co-morbidities
were identified in forty-eight cases. A high proportion (40/48; 83%) of the cases had diabetes mellitus
(Table 3). Among these, 11 were already known to have diabetes at presentation and the rest (29; 76%)
were diagnosed after hospital admission. The other comorbidities were smoking (3/48; 6%), chronic
kidney disease (CKD; 2/48; 4%), and hypertension (2/48; 4%). We also found alcoholism, ischaemic
cardiomyopathy (ICM), and haemoglobin E (HbE) trait in single cases. The presence of B. pseudomallei
was confirmed in various culture samples. Twenty-three patients (45%) were positive on pus culture.
The second most common positive sample was blood (22/51; 43%). Other sources of the bacterium were
joint fluid (10/51; 20%), other swabs (6/51; 12%) such as skin, nasotracheal, and tracheal; urine (5/51; 10%)
and sputum (3/51; 6%). In total, fourteen patients (27%) died and thirty-seven (73%) survived.

Table 3. Prehospital and laboratory characteristics and clinical outcome of culture-confirmed cases.

Variables Number (%)

Time between symptom onset and diagnosis (days; median, (IQR)) 36 (18.75–79.5)

Risk factors (n = 48) ψ

Diabetes mellitus 40 (83)
Chronic kidney disease 2 (4)
Hypertension 2 (4)
Smoking 3 (6)
Others (alcoholism, ICM, Hb ET) € 3 (6)

Culture-positive samples (n = 51) ψ

Blood 22 (43)
Pus 23 (45)
Joint fluid 10 (20)
Urine 5 (10)
Sputum 3 (6)
Other samples (skin/nasotracheal/tracheal aspirate) 6 (12)

Mortality (n = 51) ψ

Survived 37 (73)
Died 14 (27)

Variables have missing data. ψ includes multiple positive sites. € ICM—ischaemic cardiomyopathy, Hb
ET—haemoglobin E trait.

The majority of cases were diagnosed during the rainy season from June to September (Figure 2).
The primary clinical presentation and major system involvement of 49 cases are shown in Table 4.
In two patients, there was insufficient information in the reports to enable their classification.
A skin/soft tissue abscess was the most common primary clinical presentation (13/49; 27%), and none
of the patients with localised cutaneous lesions died. The second most common presentation was septic
arthritis (10/49; 20%), with one death occurring within this group of patients (a known diabetic woman
with CKD who was admitted to hospital with shock and subsequently developed acute-on-chronic
renal failure and died). The next most common presentations were pneumonia (7/49; 14%) and
a deep-seated abscess/organ abscess (7/49; 14%). Two patients died of pneumonia and one with
an organ abscess. Five patients (10%) presented with a urinary tract infection and/or acute kidney
injury (AKI), and three of these patients died. All of these cases were admitted with shock and multiple
organ involvement. Four (8.1%) patients presented with sepsis without any focus, and three (6%)
presented with symptoms and signs suggesting a possible diagnosis of meningitis, although no lumbar
punctures were done. All seven of these patients (median age 50 (IQR, 40–59)) were diabetic and
developed multiple organ failure during admission and died.
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Table 4. Clinical description of culture-confirmed melioidosis cases (n = 49).

Clinical Variables Number (%) Number of Deaths (%)

Primary Clinical Presentation

Skin and subcutaneous abscess 13 (27) 0 (0)
Septic arthritis 10 (20) 1 (10)
Pneumonia 7 (14) 2 (29)
Organ abscess/deep-seated abscess 7 (14) 1 (14)
Urinary tract Infection/Acute kidney injury 5 (10) 3 (60)
Sepsis without focus 4 (8) 4 (100)
Meningitis 3 (6) 3 (100)

Major System Involvement ψ

Musculoskeletal 21 (43) 1 (5)
Organ abscess/deep-seated abscess 13 (27) 1 (8)
Cutaneous 13 (27) 0 (0)
Pulmonary 10 (20) 2 (20)
Genitourinary 9 (18) 3 (33)
Bacteraemia without focus 4 (8) 4 (100)
Neurological 3 (6) 3 (100)

Total 14 (27)
ψ Includes multisystem involvement.

Figure 2. The monthly cases of culture-confirmed melioidosis, the average rainfall in mm, and the
average temperature in degrees Celsius. Data represented from 1961 to 2015 [32].

In terms of treatment, 46.3% (19/41) patients were treated with ceftazidime and 41.4%
(17/41) received meropenem. Among the cases diagnosed overseas and before 1999, four (9.7%)
received cotrimoxazole plus chloramphenicol, and one patient (2.4%) received doxycycline plus
amoxicillin/clavulanic acid as intensive phase therapy in this series.

3. Current Recommendations and Availability of Measures against Melioidosis

3.1. Surveillance Systems and Reporting

3.1.1. Human

Melioidosis is not a statutorily notifiable disease in Bangladesh, and there is no formal surveillance
system in place for human melioidosis. Reported cases therefore tend to arise from individual
researchers who have a specific interest. At present, the health directorate (Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, Bangladesh) has no specific program or operational plan on melioidosis in Bangladesh.
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3.1.2. Animal

The infrastructure and facilities for veterinary services and research in Bangladesh are very weak.
There is no surveillance system for animal melioidosis currently in place. No veterinary reports have
ever been issued from Bangladesh.

3.2. Guidelines

Currently, Bangladesh does not have any national management or treatment guideline for
melioidosis. The majority of indigenous cases were diagnosed and treated at BIRDEM General
Hospital. The Microbiology Department of BIRDEM hospital follows the Clinical and Laboratory
Standard Institute (CLSI) guidelines wherever possible. BIRDEM doctors follow current published
treatment guidelines [46].

3.3. Treatment

The antimicrobial susceptibility pattern of clinical isolates showed 100% sensitivity to ceftazidime,
imipenem, piperacillin–tazobactam, amoxicillin–clavulanic acid, and tetracycline by both disk diffusion
and MIC methods in Bangladesh [47]. Intravenous antibiotics (ceftazidime and meropenem/imipenem)
for the acute phase and oral antibiotics for the eradication phase are available in the local market
(district and divisional level). Patients usually need to purchase their own drugs for the first two
to three days of treatment, and thereafter, they are supplied by the hospital free of cost. It takes
some time to order the drug, gain approval from the relevant authority, and obtain a supply from the
hospital pharmacy. It is worth mentioning that a free supply of these drugs is only possible in tertiary
level hospitals (medical college hospitals), and not in primary (subdistrict) or secondary (district)
hospitals. In private clinics, patients need to bear the whole treatment cost. In a developing country
such as Bangladesh, it is difficult for many to bear the treatment cost of melioidosis. There is also
a dearth of intensive care unit (ICU) beds in tertiary level hospitals in Bangladesh. The moderately
high mortality is probably due to late diagnoses, a delayed door-to-needle time for the delivery of
appropriate antibiotics, and a lack of ICU care.

4. Awareness of Melioidosis

Awareness of melioidosis among clinicians, microbiologists, and health policymakers is
inadequate. Although several case reports have been published in local and international journals,
the probability of clinicians considering melioidosis as a diagnosis and requesting the laboratory
to look specifically for the bacterium remains low. Public awareness of this organism, particularly
among farmers and other high-risk populations, is very low. Recently, the Bangladesh Association
for Advancement of Tropical Medicine (BAATM) and the Bangladesh Society of Medicine (BSM) took
some special initiatives to raise awareness among clinicians by organising seminars and lectures.
David A. B. Dance and Susanna J. Dunachie recently visited Bangladesh on their invitations and
conducted seminars in Dhaka. The third South Asian Melioidosis Congress is planned to take place in
Bangladesh in 2019, which will further contribute to raising awareness.

5. Major Achievements

So far, the scientists of Ibrahim Medical College and BIRDEM have conducted research on
melioidosis in Bangladesh despite the relatively low numbers of cases reported. Doctors at BIRDEM
have diagnosed the majority of cases so far in Bangladesh. However, apart from IMC and BIRDEM,
microbiologists elsewhere in Bangladesh are unfortunately not currently diagnosing melioidosis.
Therefore, we plan to organise capacity development workshops with the support of Mahidol Oxford
Research Unit (MORU) and LaoOxford-Mahosot Hospital–Wellcome Trust Research Unit (LOMWRU)
for the microbiologists and the clinicians working at tertiary level hospitals in Bangladesh, though
funding is currently pending. We also recently completed a prospective study to see if melioidosis
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is a significant cause of febrile illness in Bangladesh at DMC and BIRDEM in collaboration with the
University of Oxford, which will form the basis for a long-term study of melioidosis in Bangladesh.

6. Current and Future Challenges

The major challenges to the diagnosis and the treatment of melioidosis in Bangladesh are a lack
of resources and a lack of awareness. Clinicians do not think about this disease in the first instance,
and subsequently, microbiologists are not alerted to look specifically for the bacterium. In addition,
microbiologists unfamiliar with B. pseudomallei are likely to discard the bacterium as a clinically
insignificant environmental Pseudomonas species. Microbiologists other than those at the BIRDEM
laboratory probably do not have the skills, training, and capacity to identify the organism. Therefore,
diagnostic capacity development is the key area where immediate attention and funding is required.
Awareness-building programs among clinicians are also necessary. Diabetes was found to be the
most common risk factor for melioidosis in this series, and this was a similar observation elsewhere.
The incidence of diabetes is rapidly increasing in Bangladesh, with 8.4 million people currently living
with diabetes [48]. Therefore, we predict that melioidosis could become an enormous clinical challenge
in Bangladesh. CKD, hypertension, and smoking were also identified as comorbidities in this series,
which are also quite prevalent among Bangladeshi populations. Melioidosis infects both animals and
humans. Surveillance among animal populations in the hotspot areas is also required to measure the
burden. A One Health approach is needed for the successful mitigation and control of the problem.

Acknowledgments: F.R.C. acknowledge the scholarship (BDCS 2015-44) provided by the Commonwealth
Scholarship and Fellowship Plan (CSFP) to undertake PhD at the University of Oxford. S.J.D. is grateful for the
support of a Wellcome Trust Intermediate Clinical Fellowship award ref WT100174/Z/12/Z. We especially thank
Prapass Wannapinij, senior programmer of MORU, Thailand for preparing the choropleth map for us. We also
thank our research assistant Bikash Chandra Das and laboratory assistant Rokibul Hasan for their help during
data collection in the prospective cases. We are also grateful to the doctors, technicians, and staff of the Medicine
Department, Dhaka Medical College Hospital and Microbiology Department of BIRDEM General Hospital for
their support. Finally, we also thank the said hospital administrations for their cooperation.

Author Contributions: F.R.C., S.A.J., S.J.D. and D.A.B.D. conceptualised the study. F.R.C. wrote the first draft of
the paper. L.B., T.R., M.R.S., R.A. and K.F. helped to collect and accumulate all the data. F.R.C. and S.J.D. did the
statistical analysis. K.M.S.I., M.A.F., S.J.D. and D.A.B.D. revised and edited the primary draft. All authors had
a role in reviewing and editing the final version of the report.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflict of interest. The funding sponsors had no role in the design
of the study; in the collection, analyses, or interpretation of data; in the writing of the manuscript, and in the
decision to publish the results.

References

1. Currie, B.J.; Kaestli, M. Epidemiology: A global picture of melioidosis. Nature 2016, 529, 290–291. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

2. Dance, D.A. Melioidosis as an emerging global problem. Acta Trop. 2000, 74, 115–119. [CrossRef]
3. Limmathurotsakul, D.; Golding, N.; Dance, D.A.; Messina, J.P.; Pigott, D.M.; Moyes, C.L.; Rolim, D.B.;

Bertherat, E.; Day, N.P.; Peacock, S.J.; et al. Predicted global distribution of Burkholderia pseudomallei and
burden of melioidosis. Nat. Microbiol. 2016, 1, 15008. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

4. Dance, D.A. Melioidosis. Curr. Opin. Infect. Dis. 2002, 15, 127–132. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
5. Maegraith, B.G.; Leithead, C.S. Melioidosis: A case-report. Lancet 1964, 1, 862–863. [CrossRef]
6. Al Shati, M.H.; Joshi, R.M. A 42-year-old farmer from Bangladesh with respiratory failure, septic arthritis,

and multiple cavitating consolidations. Chest 2014, 146, e56–e59. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
7. Christini, A.; King, E. Neck mass in a returning traveler. JAMA 2012, 308, 2142–2143. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
8. Ezzedine, K.; Heenen, M.; Malvy, D. Imported cutaneous melioidosis in traveler, Belgium. Emerg. Infect. Dis.

2007, 13, 946–947. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
9. Ezzedine, K.; Malvy, D.; Steels, E.; De Dobbeeler, G.; Struelens, M.; Jacobs, F.; Heenen, M. Imported

melioidosis with an isolated cutaneous presentation in a 90-year-old traveller from Bangladesh. Bull. Soc.
Pathol. Exot. 2007, 100, 22–25. [PubMed]

http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/529290a
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26791716
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0001-706X(99)00059-5
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nmicrobiol.2015.8
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27571754
http://dx.doi.org/10.1097/00001432-200204000-00005
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11964912
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(64)91581-8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1378/chest.13-3000
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25091764
http://dx.doi.org/10.1001/jama.2012.33634
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23188031
http://dx.doi.org/10.3201/eid1306.061460
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17582903
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17402688


Trop. Med. Infect. Dis. 2018, 3, 40 10 of 11

10. Hoque, S.N.; Minassian, M.; Clipstone, S.; Lloyd-Owen, S.J.; Sheridan, E.; Lessing, M.P. Melioidosis
presenting as septic arthritis in Bengali men in east London. Rheumatology 1999, 38, 1029–1031. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

11. Jimenez, R.R.; Garcell, H.G.; Arias, A.V.; Garcia, E.G. Melioidosis in a southeast Asian patient. Rev. Cuba. Med.
2017, 56, 75–80.

12. Karcher, A.M.; Zaman, A.; Brewis, C.; Fahmy, T. Neck lumps: Expect the unexpected. Lancet 2000, 355, 1070.
[CrossRef]

13. Kibbler, C.C.; Roberts, C.M.; Ridgway, G.L.; Spiro, S.G. Melioidosis in a patient from Bangladesh.
Postgrad. Med. J. 1991, 67, 764–766. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

14. Minassian, M.A.; Gage, A.; Price, E.; Sefton, A.M. Imipenem for the treatment of melioidosis. Int. J.
Antimicrob. Agents 1999, 12, 263–265. [CrossRef]

15. Morrison, I.M. Chronic melioidosis. Proc. Roy. Soc. Med. 1970, 63, 289–290. [PubMed]
16. Stokes, K.J.; McCarthy, S. Pseudomonas pseudomallei: Isolation from a chronic sternal abscess. J. Med. Lab. Technol.

1969, 26, 199–201. [PubMed]
17. Haradhan, M. Food, agriculture and economic situation of Bangladesh. In Proceedings of the 2nd International

Conference on Global Sustainable Development (2nd ICGSD-2013), Kasbit, Pakistan, 5–6 October 2013.
18. Direk, L. Global burden of melioidosis was predicted, what we should do next? In Proceedings of the 8th

World Melioidosis Congress, Cebu, Philippines, 7–10 August 2016.
19. Adhikary, P.; Selim, S.; Uddin, N.; Biswas, S.; Basher, A.; Mahmoud, H.; Yusuf, M.A.; Ahsan, H.M.N.;

Mowla, S.G.M.; Rahman, M.R. Melioidosis mimicking tuberculosis in an endemic zone: A case report.
Bangladesh J. Infect. Dis. 2015, 2, 23–26. [CrossRef]

20. Afroze, S.R.; Barai, L.; Rahim, M.A.; Haque, H.F.; Afroz, F.; Hoque, M.T.; Ahmed, J.U.; Ahmed, A.K.M.S.;
Hossain, M.D.; Rahman, M.R.; et al. Socio-demographic, clinical and laboratory characteristics of melioidosis:
Four-year experience of managing consecutive 11 cases in a tertiary care hospital of Bangladesh. BIRDEM
Med. J. 2017, 7, 28–37. [CrossRef]

21. Afroze, S.R.; Rahim, M.A.; Barai, L.; Uddin, K.N. Disseminated melioidosis involving skin and joint: A case
report. Ibrahim Med. Coll. J. 2015, 9, 55–57. [CrossRef]

22. Afroze, S.R.; Rahman, M.R.; Barai, L.; Hossain, M.D.; Uddin, K.N. Successful treatment outcome of primary
melioidosis pneumonia—a case report from Bangladesh. BMC Res. Notes 2016, 9, 100. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

23. Barai, L.; Jilani, M.S.A.; Haq, J.A. Melioidosis—Case reports and review of cases recorded among Bangladeshi
population from 1988–2014. Ibrahim Med. Coll. J. 2014, 8, 25–31. [CrossRef]

24. Fatema, K.; Faruq, M.O.; Ahsan, A.S.M.A.; Ahmed, F.; Saha, D.K.; Afroz, F.; Saha, M. Disseminated meliodosis
presenting as septic shock: An endemic disease of Bangladesh. IJCMAAS 2015, 5, 200–202.

25. Fatema, K.; Ahsan, A.S.M.A.; Barai, L.; Saha, D.K.; Afroze, S.R.; Faruq, M.O.; Ahmed, F.; Saha, M. A case
of fatal meliodosis presenting as septic arthritis and septicaemia. Bangladesh Crit. Care J. 2015, 3, 74–76.
[CrossRef]

26. Mahbub, S.; Al-Amin, Z.; Biswas, S.S.; Jamal, M.S.; Halder, S. Melioidosis—A rare infectious disease with
atypical presentation. Bangladesh J. Otorhinolaryngol. 2014, 20, 46–49. [CrossRef]

27. Majumder, M.I.; Haque, M.M.; Ahmed, M.W.; Alam, M.N.; Rahman, M.W.; Akter, F.; Basher, A.; Maude, R.J.;
Faiz, M.A. Melioidosis in an adult male. Mymensingh Med. J. 2013, 22, 413–416. [PubMed]

28. Rahim, M.A.; Afroze, S.R.; Barai, L.; Uddin, K.N. Melioidosis: Truly uncommon or uncommonly diagnosed
in Bangladesh? A case report. Birdem Med. J. 2015, 5, 49–51. [CrossRef]

29. Saha, D.K.; Ahsan, A.S.M.A.; Faruq, M.O.F.; Fatema, K.; Ahmed, F.; Saha, M. Hepatic abscess as presenting
feature of melioidosis: A case report. BIRDEM Med. J. 2016, 6, 43–45. [CrossRef]

30. Struelens, M.J.; Mondol, G.; Bennish, M.; Dance, D.A. Melioidosis in Bangladesh: A case report. Trans. R. Soc.
Trop Med. Hyg. 1988, 82, 777–778. [CrossRef]

31. Uddin, K.N.; Hossain, M.; Mansur, A.; Hoque, M.J.A.; Khan, A.R. Melioidosis–A case report. J. Bangladesh
Coll. Phys. Surg. 2001, 19, 71–74.

32. Average Monthly Temperature and Rainfall for Bangladesh from 1901–2015. Available online: http://sdwebx.
worldbank.org/climateportal/index.cfm?page=country_historical_climate&ThisCCode=BGD (accessed on
19 January 2018).

33. University of Waterloo. Global administrative areas (Gadm). In Global Administrative Areas (GADM);
Geospatial Center, University of Waterloo: Waterloo, ON, Canada, 2017.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/rheumatology/38.10.1029a
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/10534566
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(00)02040-7
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/pgmj.67.790.764
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/1721711
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0924-8579(99)00071-0
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/5445578
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/5352785
http://dx.doi.org/10.3329/bjid.v2i1.31326
http://dx.doi.org/10.3329/birdem.v7i1.31269
http://dx.doi.org/10.3329/imcj.v9i2.28855
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/s13104-016-1910-0
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26879846
http://dx.doi.org/10.3329/imcj.v8i1.22985
http://dx.doi.org/10.3329/bccj.v3i2.25116
http://dx.doi.org/10.3329/bjo.v20i1.22157
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23715373
http://dx.doi.org/10.3329/birdem.v5i3.28538
http://dx.doi.org/10.3329/birdem.v6i1.28411
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0035-9203(88)90234-9
http://sdwebx.worldbank.org/climateportal/index.cfm?page=country_historical_climate&ThisCCode=BGD
http://sdwebx.worldbank.org/climateportal/index.cfm?page=country_historical_climate&ThisCCode=BGD


Trop. Med. Infect. Dis. 2018, 3, 40 11 of 11

34. Chou, D.; Chung, K.; Chen, C.; Cheung, B.M. Bacteremic melioidosis in southern Taiwan: Clinical
characteristics and outcome. J. Formos. Med. Assoc. 2007, 106, 1013–1022. [CrossRef]

35. Currie, B.J.; Ward, L.; Cheng, A.C. The epidemiology and clinical spectrum of melioidosis: 540 cases from
the 20 year Darwin prospective study. PLoS Negl. Trop. Dis. 2010, 4, e900. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

36. Suputtamongkol, Y.; Chaowagul, W.; Chetchotisakd, P.; Lertpatanasuwun, N.; Intaranongpai, S.;
Ruchutrakool, T.; Budhsarawong, D.; Mootsikapun, P.; Wuthiekanun, V.; Teerawatasook, N.; et al. Risk
factors for melioidosis and bacteremicmelioidosis. Clin. Infect. Dis. 1999, 29, 408–413. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

37. Vidyalakshmi, K.; Lipika, S.; Vishal, S.; Damodar, S.; Chakrapani, M. Emerging clinico-epidemiological
trends in melioidosis: Analysis of 95 cases from western coastal India. Int. J. Infect. Dis. 2012, 16, 491–497.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

38. Kingsley, P.V.; Leader, M.; Nagodawithana, N.S.; Tipre, M.; Sathiakumar, N. Melioidosis in Malaysia:
A review of case reports. PLoS Negl. Trop. Dis. 2016, 10, e0005182. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

39. Ahsan, G.; Ahmed, J.; Singhasivanon, P.; Kaewkungwal, J.; Okanurak, K.; Suwannapong, N.; Akarasewi, P.;
Majid, M.A.; Begum, V.; Belayetali, K. Gender difference in treatment seeking behaviors of tuberculosis cases
in rural communities of Bangladesh. Southeast Asian J. Trop. Med. Public. Health 2004, 35, 126–135. [PubMed]

40. Hossen, M.A.; Westhues, A. Rural women’s access to health care in Bangladesh: Swimming against the tide?
Soc. Work Public Health 2011, 26, 278–293. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

41. Maude, R.R.; Maude, R.J.; Ghose, A.; Amin, M.R.; Islam, M.B.; Ali, M.; Bari, M.S.; Majumder, M.I.;
Wuthiekanan, V.; Dondorp, A.M.; et al. Sero-epidemiological surveillance of Burkholderia pseudomallei
in Bangladesh. Trans. R. Soc. Trop. Med. Hyg. 2012, 106, 576–578. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

42. Jilani, M.S.A.; Robayet, J.A.; Mohiuddin, M.; Hasan, M.R.; Ahsan, C.R.; Haq, J.A. Burkholderia pseudomallei:
Its detection in soil and seroprevalence in Bangladesh. PLoS Negl. Trop. Dis. 2016, 10, e0004301. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

43. Statistics, B.B.O. Yearbook of Agricultural Statistics-2015; Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh:
Dhaka, Bangladesh, 2015; pp. 1–575.

44. Chowdhury, M.A.I.; Kabir, M.M.; Sayed, A.F.; Hossain, S. Estimation of rainfall patterns in Bangladesh using
different computational methods (arithmetic average, thiessen polygon and isohyet). J. Biodivers. Environ.
Sci. 2016, 8, 43–51.

45. Raihan, S. Infrastructure and growth and poverty in Bangladesh. In Conference on Infrastructure for Inclusive
Growth and Poverty Reduction; Asian Development Bank: Manilla, Philipines, 2012; pp. 1–38.

46. Wiersinga, W.J.; Currie, B.J.; Peacock, S.J. Melioidosis. New Engl. J. Med. 2012, 367, 1035–1044. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

47. Dutta, S.; Haq, S.; Hasan, M.R.; Haq, J.A. Antimicrobial susceptibility pattern of clinical isolates of Burkholderia
pseudomallei in Bangladesh. BMC Res. Notes 2017, 10, 299. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

48. Akter, S.; Rahman, M.M.; Abe, S.K.; Sultana, P. Prevalence of diabetes and prediabetes and their risk factors
among Bangladeshi adults: A nationwide survey. Bull. World Health Organ. 2014, 92, 204–213. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

© 2018 by the authors. Licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland. This article is an open access
article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution
(CC BY) license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0929-6646(08)60077-7
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0000900
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21152057
http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/520223
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/10476750
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijid.2012.02.012
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22512851
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0005182
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28005910
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15272755
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/19371910903126747
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21534125
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.trstmh.2012.06.003
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22795754
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0004301
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26771511
http://dx.doi.org/10.1056/NEJMra1204699
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22970946
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/s13104-017-2626-5
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28728591
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.13.128371
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24700980
http://creativecommons.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

	Introduction and History of Melioidosis in Bangladesh 
	Review of Melioidosis Cases and Presence of B. pseudomallei in Bangladesh 
	Published and Unpublished Cases 
	Definitions of Clinical Manifestations: 
	Climate Data 
	Statistical Analysis 
	Important Findings 

	Current Recommendations and Availability of Measures against Melioidosis 
	Surveillance Systems and Reporting 
	Human 
	Animal 

	Guidelines 
	Treatment 

	Awareness of Melioidosis 
	Major Achievements 
	Current and Future Challenges 
	References

