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Abstract: An algorithm to extract the disk boundary and center of EUV solar image using the Sobel
operator, Fuzzy Local Information C-Means Clustering algorithm (FLICM), and the least square
circle fitting method is proposed in this paper. The Sobel operator can determine the solar disk
boundary preliminarily, and then the image is processed further using the FLICM algorithm. After
the background is removed based on the clustered image and the boundary points can be highlighted,
these points are fitted using the least square circle fitting method as the final boundary circle. The solar
data used in this paper was from the observation of the Solar Dynamics Observatory Atmospheric
Imaging Assembly (SDO/AIA) instrument. The 2523 19.3 nm solar images covering solar minimum,
moderate solar activity, and more active suns were calculated using the proposed algorithm to
analyze the accuracy statistically. The statistical comparison results demonstrate that the method is
accurate and effective. This method can support the processing of solar EUV images and serve the
operational system of a space weather forecast.
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1. Introduction

Imaging the sun in extreme ultraviolet (EUV) band from space is an important ap-
proach to monitoring a hot coronal plasma in active solar phenomena. It can improve the
forecast of space weather and early warnings of possible impacts on the Earth’s environ-
ment. Space-borne optical remote instruments for the Sun have been developed for more
than 40 years, and many EUV imaging instruments have been launched to study solar
atmospheric dynamics. The Extreme-ultraviolet Imaging Telescope (EIT) onboard the Solar
and Heliospheric Observatory (SOHO) was launched in 1995 to observe the corona and
transition region on the solar disk in 17.1 nm (Fe IX), 19.5 nm (Fe XII), 28.4 nm (Fe XV) and
30.4 nm (He II) [1-3]. In 1998, the Transition Region and Coronal Explorer (TRACE) mission
with three EUV imaging channels was launched to image the solar corona at 17.1 nm,
19.5 nm, and 28.4 nm for diagnosis of coronal plasmas between 10° K and 10° K [4,5].
As the successor to TRACE, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)
launched the Solar Dynamics Observatory (SDO) mission in 2010, and the Atmospheric
Imaging Assembly (AIA) onboard SDO has provided near-continuous monitoring of the
Sun in 7 narrowband EUV channels [6,7]. The Extreme Ultraviolet Imager (EUI), equipped
in the Solar Orbiter mission, was launched last year, which aims to provide full-disk EUV
and high-resolution EUV and Lyman-o imaging of the solar atmosphere by imaging the
three spectral lines of 17.4 nm, 30.4 nm and 121.6 nm [8,9]. In 2021, the solar X-ray and EUV
telescope, on board the Fengyun-3E satellite, was launched in China, which imaged the
sun at 19.5 nm [10]. These instruments accumulated a large number of solar EUV images
for solar study.

Before the solar image is released, it needs to go through a lot of processes and
corrections. Among them, image positioning is an extremely important step [11-13].
Finding the accurate center and radii is not a trivial problem for solar EUV images since
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the corona is complex. For solar images in visible and infrared bands, the boundary can
be calculated using solar limb darkening [14-16]. However, this method is not suitable
for EUV images. Also, finding accurate limb positions for EUV images was challenging
for the AIA team. After some experimentation, they found techniques that work on all
AIA channels except 30.4 nm (which has a particularly noisy limb). The EUV images were
processed with Sobel transform after a 3-pixel Gaussian smooth. To isolate a limb signal
better, they calculated a radial direction for the first derivative between +5° around the
rough boundary. The next step is to use these points to get an estimate of the limb and use
it to eliminate bad points from the set. Finally, a least squares fit finds the optimal circle
that intersects a maximum number of the remaining points [17,18].

This paper described a method to extract the center and boundary of solar EUV images
based on the Sobel operator, FLICM algorithm, and the least square circle fitting. The EUV
images are preprocessed with the Sobel operator to find the rough boundaries. Then, the
FLICM algorithm is used to cluster images and remove the discrete background. After
the two steps, the extreme points of the boundary will be fitted using the least square
circle fitting method. The outline of this paper is as follows. The data sets used in this
paper will be introduced in Section 2. The Sobel operator and FLICM algorithm will be
described in detail in Sections 3 and 4, respectively. The fitting results will be displayed
in Section 5, and the statistical analysis of extraction results will be discussed in Section 6.
Finally, a conclusion will be given in Section 7.

2. Data Sets

The solar EUV images used in this study were obtained by the Solar Dynamics
Observatory Atmospheric Imaging Assembly (SDO/AIA) instrument [6,7]. SDO/AIA is
the follow-on to the extremely successful Transition Region and Coronal Explorer (TRACE)
mission, which consists of 4 individual telescopes. Each telescope consists of a mirror
system coated in halves, each of which responds to a different portion of the solar spectrum,
resulting in a virtual system of 8 distinct telescopes. The field of view of the AIA telescopes
is 41 arcmins, large enough to encompass the full sun. The AIA is to provide narrow-band
imaging of seven extreme ultraviolet (EUV) band passes centered on specific lines: Fe
XVIII (9.4 nm), Fe VIII, XXI (13.1 nm), Fe IX (17.1 nm), Fe XII, XXIV (19.3 nm), Fe XIV
(21.1 nm), He II (30.4 nm), and Fe XVI (33.5 nm), at a resolution consistent with 0.6 arcsec
detector pixels, once every 10 s. One telescope observes C IV (near 160 nm) and the nearby
continuum (170 nm) and has a filter that observes in visible to enable alignment with
images from other telescopes. The AIA was launched with an SDO mission on 11 February
2010. Operating in geosynchronous orbit, the AIA has observed and accumulated a large
amount of solar data so far. The data used in this paper is the Lev 1 product of SDO/AIA
from https:/ /sdac.virtualsolar.org/cgi/search (21 November 2022). There are 1076 solar
19.3 nm images from 1 August 2021 to 31 October 2021, 718 images with a time interval of
12 hin all of 2014, and 729 images with a time interval of 12 h in all of 2019 were calculated
in this paper. Figure 1A shows the 19.3 nm solar image observed by AIA at 09:39:40 UTC on
28 August 2021. Figure 1B is the local enlarged image in the rectangular box in Figure 1A,
which is used to display the boundary information of the EUV image.
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Figure 1. (A) is the 19.3 nm solar image observed by AIA at 09:39:40 UTC on 28 August 2021,
and (B) is the local enlarged image in the rectangular box in A. The observation time is marked in the
lower left corner of A.

3. Sobel Operator

To extract the disk boundary of the EUV solar image, the first step is to recalculate
the image using the Sobel operator. The Sobel operator is an edge detection with the
first derivative [19,20]. In the process of the algorithm, a 3 x 3 template is used as the
kernel to perform convolution and operation with each pixel in the image. Then a suitable
threshold is selected to extract the edge. Technically, it is a discrete differentiation operator,
computing an approximation of the gradient of the image intensity function. At each point
in the image, the result of the Sobel operator is either the corresponding gradient vector
or the norm of this vector. Sobel operator is the partial derivative of Fy, as the central
computing 3 x 3 neighborhood at x, y direction. To suppress the noise, a certain weight
is correspondingly increased on the center point, and its digital gradient approximation
equations may describe as follows:

Gx = {Fet1y-1+2Fxi1y + Frarys1} — {Feo1y-1 +2F 1y + Feo1y-1}

1
Gy = {Fe—1y+1+2Fey11+ Feriys1} — {Fr1y—1+2Fcy—1 + Fe1y-1} M
The size of its gradient is
8(x,y) =|Gx[+]Gy| @)
The convolution template operator is as follows:
-1 01 -1 -2 -1
Ty=|-2 02 T,=(0 0 0 (©)]
-1 0 1 1 2 1

When calculating the edge of the image, the horizontal template T, and the vertical
template T, are used to convolute with the image. Then, two gradient matrices of the same
size as the original image can be obtained. Finally, the total gradient value can be calculated
by adding the two matrices, and the edge can be obtained by the threshold method. The
result is shown in Figure 2, while Figure 2A is the original EUV image, and Figure 2B is the
edge distribution detected by the Sobel operator. As shown in Figure 2, the location of the
solar disk boundary is further enhanced.
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Figure 2. The original solar image (A) and the image calculated by Sobel operator (B).
4. FLICM Algorithm

In this section, a robust Fuzzy Local Information C-Means Clustering algorithm
(FLICM) is used to further extract the basic positional information of solar disk bound-
ary [21,22]. This algorithm incorporates local spatial and gray-level information in a fuzzy
way to preserve robustness and noise insensitiveness by adding a novel fuzzy factor

m 2
— Ukj) " ||1%j — Uk 4
1#1

to the squared error objective function

z

C

Z Mkl llx; — vg||* + Gy (5)

>_|

where N is the total number of pixels, c is the number of clusters with 2 < ¢ < N, x; is the
gray level of the ith pixel, which is the center of the local window (e.g., 3 x 3 pixels), vy is
the prototype of the center of cluster k, uy; is the degree of the membership of x; in the kth
cluster, m is a weighting exponent on each fuzzy membership that determines the amount
of fuzziness of the resulting classification and is usually set to be 2, N; stands for the set
of neighbors falling into a local window around pixel x;, and d; is the spatial Euclidean
distance between pixels i and j. The necessary conditions for J,; to be at its minimal local
extreme, with respect to uy; and vy are obtained in the following formulas:

Wi = — 21 1/m—1 ©)
j=1\ lxi=ojlI"+Gji
N
zgl kle
Uk = @)
Z ukl

In this paper, the solar image after the Sobel operator calculation will be clustered
into 10 categories using the FLICM algorithm (c was set to 10), and the pixels lower than
the median gray value will be zeroed. As shown in Figure 3, Figure 3B is the result after
the FLICM algorithm operation, and after background removal, the image in Figure 3C.
Figure 3D-F is a partially enlarged view of the rectangular boxes in Figure 3A-C. The
green line-1 and blue line-2 are selected to verify that the algorithm can effectively remove
interference points near the boundary. The normalized gray values vs. pixels along the
lines are given in Figure 4, and the red dotted line marks the location of the solar disk
boundary along the line. Mass calculations have proved that this method can efficiently
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remove the interference points nearby the boundary, and Figure 3C will be further used to
find the disk boundary.

ling-1_

Figure 3. The images calculated by Sobel operator (A), the image calculated by FLICM algorithm (B),
and the image after background removal (C-F) are the partially enlarged views corresponding
to (A-C).
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Figure 4. The normalized gray values vs. pixels along the lines in Figure 3D (green) and Figure 3F
(blue). The red dotted line represents the boundary along the line.

5. Least Square Circle Fitting

Drawing lines from the image center from 0° to 360°, and the step size is set to 0.5°.
Since the CCD size of AIA is 4096 x 4096, the image center can be roughly considered as
(2048, 2048). Then, 721 data arrays can be obtained, and the coordinates corresponding
to the outermost non-zero point of each array are the disk boundaries to be searched.
Using these coordinates, the least square circle fitting method is used to fit the disk circle
boundary [23-25]. As shown in Figure 5A, the fitted boundary is displayed by the red circle,
Figure 5B gives a partially enlarged view, and Figure 5C is the calculated boundary in the
original solar EUV image. Figure 6 gives the extraction results of the solar 19.3 nm, 17.1 nm,
and 13.1 nm images observed by AIA using the proposed method. Visually, this method
can accurately extract the boundary and center of the solar EUV image. The accuracy of
this method will be analyzed in the next chapter.
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Figure 5. The fitted circle boundary using the least square circle fitting (A,B) is a partially enlarged
view of (A,C) the fitted boundary in the original solar EUV image.

Figure 6. The calculated boundaries of the solar 19.3 nm (A), 17.1 nm (B), and 13.1 nm (C) images
observed by AIA using the proposed method. The observation time is marked in the lower left corner
of each image.

6. Statistical Analysis

To verify the effectiveness of the proposed algorithm and its applicability under
different solar activities, the solar 19.5 nm images from three years were selected for
statistical comparison analysis. There were 718 images with a time interval of 12 h in
all of 2014, 729 images with a time interval of 12 h in all of 2019, and 1076 solar images
from 1 August 2021 to 31 October 2021. The sun in 2014 was more active, while in 2019,
it reached a minimum, and between August and October 2021, the solar activity was
moderate. The solar disk centers and boundaries calculated by the proposed method
were compared with the results released by the AIA team. The comparison results, given
in Table 1, were classified according to four constraints with | Xc,jcutation — Xata | < 2
Pixels and | Yealculation — Yaral <2 pixelsr | Xcalculation — Xa1a | >2 Pixels or | Yealculation
— Yara | > 2 pixels, |Rearculation — Rata | < 3 pixels, and | Reajcutation — Rara | > 3 pixels.
From Table 1, we can conclude that the algorithm performs better during smaller solar
activity than when the sun is more active. It is to be expected cause the solar boundary will
be clearer after FLICM and background removal processes. The scatter charts for statistical
comparison under the conditions of | Xc,jcutation — Xara | < 2 pixels and | Yqicutation —
Yaia | <2 pixels, and | Reajeulation — Rata | < 3 pixels are given in Figures 7-9. The image
data in Figure 7 was from 2014, and the data in Figures 8 and 9 were obtained in 2019
and 1 August 2021 to 31 October 2021, respectively. The blue points in each panel are the
calculation of the proposed algorithm, and the red points are the results of AIA. The ratios
are marked in red font at the upper right corners. A are the comparisons of solar center
coordinates, and B are the comparisons of solar radii in each figure.
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Table 1. Statistical comparison of the calculated solar centers and radii with the results of AIA.

Date 2014 2019 2021
Solar level active quiet moderate
Total images 718 729 1076
[ Xcaleulation — XaIa | < 2 pixels and o o o
| Yealculation — YAla | < 2 pixels 609 (84.82%) 665 (91.22%) 965 (89.68%)
| Xcalculation — XaIa | > 2 pixels or o o o
Y eoteutation — Yara | > 2 pixels 109 (15.18%) 64 (8.78%) 111 (10.32%)
I Realculation — Rara | < 3 pixels 643 (89.55%) 675 (92.59%) 970 (90.15%)
I Realeulation — Raia | > 3 pixels 75 (10.45%) 54 (7.41%) 106 (9.85%)
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Figure 7. The image data was obtained in 2014, and the sun was more active. (A) is the comparison
of the 609 samples of solar centers between our calculations (blue points) and the results of AIA (red
points), and (B) is the comparison of the 643 samples of solar radii between our calculations (blue
points) and the results of AIA (red points).
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Figure 8. The image data was obtained in 2019, and the solar activity was minimum. (A) is the
comparison of the 665 samples of solar centers between our calculations (blue points) and the
results of AIA (red points), and (B) is the comparison of the 675 samples of solar radii between our

calculations (blue points) and the results of AIA (red points).



Photonics 2022, 9, 889

8of9

(n) 2052 T T T (B) 1620
89.68%]
2050 - e
£ 6 1 1610
—_ e .
© 20481 1
3 =
c 2 1600
" 2
@ 2046 | =
‘g‘ 2
5 : § 1590
‘5 i o
S 20441 . -
(&)
1580
2042 - g
so40 . o 0 ] L Ey1] T B R R
2038 2040 2042 2044 2046 2048 0 200 400 600 800 1000
Coordinates X (pixel} Indicies

Figure 9. The image data was obtained from 1 August 2021 to 31 October 2021, and the solar activity
was moderate. (A) is the comparison of the 965 samples of solar centers between our calculations
(blue points) and the results of AIA (red points), and (B) is the comparison of the 970 samples of solar
radii between our calculations (blue points) and the results of AIA (red points).

7. Conclusions

In this paper, an algorithm to extract the boundary and center of EUV solar image using
the FLICM algorithm and Sobel operator was proposed. Based on the solar EUV images
observed by SDO/AIA, the extraction results and accuracy were given and discussed.
Using the Sobel operator, the image boundary can be found preliminarily, and the boundary
image was further clustered by the FLICM algorithm. After the FLICM operation, the useful
data points and the noise are further separated, and finally, the boundary points are
determined using the least square circle fitting. The statistical comparison results of
1076 images from 1 August 2021 to 31 October 2021, 718 images in all of 2014, and 729 images
in all of 2019 demonstrate that the algorithm is accurate and effective. The processes of the
algorithm are summarized as follows:

(1) Calculating the preliminary boundary using the Sobel operator;

(2) Clustering the preliminary boundary image with the FLICM algorithm and the image
is clustered into 10 categories;

(3) The background is generally removed based on the clustered image; the 5 categories
with the smaller values are considered the background;

(4) Searching the peak value points from outside to inside around the image;

(5) Fitting these points as the final boundary circle using the least square circle fitting
method.
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