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Abstract: Combining different types of fibers inside a concrete mixture was revealed to improve
the strength properties of cementitious matrices by monitoring crack initiation and propagation.
The contribution of hybrid fibers needs to be thoroughly investigated, taking into consideration a
variety of parameters such as fibers type and content. In this paper, the impact of integrating hybrid
steel-polypropylene fibers on the mechanical properties of the concrete mixture was investigated.
Hybrid fiber-reinforced high-strength concrete mixtures were tested for compressive strength, tensile
strength, and flexural strength. According to the results of the experiments, the addition of hybrid
fibers to the concrete mixture improved the mechanical properties significantly, more than adding
just one type of fiber for specimens exposed to room temperature. Using hybrid fibers in the concrete
mixture increased compressive, tensile, and flexural strength by approximately 50%, 53%, and 46%,
respectively, over just using one type of fiber. Furthermore, results showed that including hybrid
fibers into the concrete mixture increased residual compressive strength for specimens exposed to
high temperatures. When exposed to temperatures of 200 ◦C, 400 ◦C, and 600 ◦C, the hybrid fiber
reinforced concrete specimens maintained 87%, 65%, and 42% of their initial compressive strength,
respectively. In comparison, the control specimens, which were devoid of fibers, would be unable
to tolerate temperatures beyond 200 ◦C, and an explosive thermal spalling occurred during the
heating process.

Keywords: high strength concrete; steel fiber; polypropylene fiber; compressive strength; tensile
strength

1. Introduction

In the construction industry, concrete is a broadly involved material, which is due to its
multiple uses and applications. In recent years, the review and utilization of high-strength
concrete (HSC) has been extending as a result of the extraordinary need to implement
structures that can resist high stresses as such bridges, dams, tunnels, high rises, and
wide span structures, etc., as using high strength concrete in the construction gives more
applications and improves performance when compared with normal strength concrete.

The growing demand for high-strength concrete (HSC) has led to a significant increase
in cement consumption, causing serious environmental issues [1]. In contrast, the use
of high-strength concrete ultimately leads to an increase in the cost of construction as a
result of the need to use specific materials and additives to increase the strength, as well
as specialized curing methods [2,3]. Therefore, different research has been focused on
realizing the manufacture of high-strength concrete (HSC) at the lowest possible cost [4].
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Adding fibers to the concrete mix improves the strength and the behavior of concrete
by delaying the initiation of cracks and controlling its propagation [5–8]. The commonly
used fibers in the concrete mixture are mainly steel fibers (SF), carbon fibers (CF), and
polymer fibers (PF). Steel fiber is considered the most popular, as it can effectively increase
the tensile and compressive strength of the hardened concrete more than other types of
fibers [9]. Despite this, the use of polypropylene fiber has proven its efficiency in improving
the mechanical properties of hardened concrete and its use in many applications [10–14].
Polypropylene fiber has attracted the interest of many researchers due to its low cost and
high resistance to shrinking and roughness [14,15]. Several earlier investigations on the
addition of polypropylene fiber to concrete mixtures revealed that the type and content of
fibers has a substantial impact on the mechanical properties of concrete [10,11,16].

The effect of adding hybrid steel-polypropylene fiber on the mechanical behavior of
hardened concrete has been investigated in previous studies [17–20]. Sivakumar et al. [21]
investigated the effect of adding hybrid fiber of 1.5% as a replacement percentage of cement
weight in an HSC mixture. Different steel–polypropylene fiber volume content was added
in various concrete mixtures such as 1.2–0.3%, 1.05–0.45%, and 0.9–0.6% as a replacement
percentage of cement weight. It could be observed from the investigation that the inclusion
of hybrid steel-polypropylene fiber leads to improved compressive and tensile strength,
as well as enhanced ductile properties. The optimum compressive strength was obtained
for a mixture that has 1.2% steel fiber and 0.3% polypropylene fiber as a replacement
percentage of cement weight. Furthermore, Rajarajeshwari et al. [22] investigated the effect
of adding hybrid fibers on the mechanical properties of the concrete mixture. The studied
key parameters were compressive and splitting tensile strength. A hybrid fiber reinforced
concrete has been formed by adding steel fiber and polypropylene fiber with 1%, and 0.036%
volume content as a replacement of cement weight, to the concrete mixture, respectively. It
was observed from the results that the compressive strength after 14 and 28 days, increased
by 14.30% and 17.11% when compared to the control specimen, respectively. In addition,
adding 1% of steel fiber increased the compressive strength more than by adding 0.036% of
polypropylene fiber. On the other hand, adding hybrid steel–polypropylene fiber led to a
significant increase in the compressive strength of the tested concrete specimens compared
with mono fibers. Additionally, the splitting tensile strength of concrete specimens with
hybrid fibers increased by 53% compared to the control specimen. Another study had
been conducted by Yusof et al. [23] to investigate the mechanical properties of hybrid fiber
reinforced concrete (HFRC). The length and volume content of the steel fiber were the
major parameters investigated. Results showed that the optimum compressive strength
was obtained in a concrete mixture with a 1.5% volume fraction of steel fiber (30% long
fibers and 70% short fibers). Furthermore, as compared to the performance of concrete with
long steel fiber, adding short steel fiber increased compressive strength. The results revealed
that HFRC had the highest splitting tensile strength at a volume fraction of 1.5 percent,
with 70 percent long fiber and 30 percent short fiber. It was also discovered that increasing
the percentage of fiber in the concrete mixture reduces the workability of the mixture.
Zhang et al. [24] investigated the effect of curing conditions, steel fiber ratio and reactive
powder ratio on the behavior of the concrete mix.. Zhong C. et al. [25] investigated the
effect of integrating hybrid steel-polypropylene fibers into concrete mixtures on mechanical
characteristics. The addition of hybrid fibers to the concrete mixture boosted compressive
and tensile strength more than by just adding polypropylene fiber, according to the findings.
0.15% polypropylene fiber and 1.75% steel fiber were found to be the ideal fiber content
for hybrid polypropylene-steel fiber concrete. Ali B. et al. [26] studied the effects of steel
fiber addition on the mechanical behavior of high-strength concrete. Furthermore, the
effect of combining steel fiber with micro-silica in concrete mixtures has been explored. The
results showed that steel fiber has a significant effect on compressive strength only at low
volume content. A high-volume content of steel fiber reduces compressive strength. The
addition of micro-silica to steel fiber improves not only the strength properties but also the
interaction between the fibers and the cementitious composite. The largest compressive
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strength gain was 20%, with a steel fiber content of 0.5% and micro-silica content of 10%,
while the maximum tensile strength increases were 60% with a steel fiber content of 1% and
micro-silica content of 10%. A Sharma et al. [27] analyzed the effects of incorporating hybrid
lead-steel fibers on the mechanical properties of concrete. The results clearly demonstrated
that the hybrid fibers significantly improved the mechanical properties of the concrete
mixture. The use of hybrid fibers in the concrete mixture increased compressive, tensile, and
flexural strength by approximately 16%, 38%, and 39%, respectively, over plain concrete.

When exposed to fire or elevated heat, the mechanical properties of fiber-reinforced
concrete can be severely affected. It can be one of the most serious risks for different concrete
structures. Many researchers found that a severe deterioration of the concrete and explosive
spalling occurred when exposed to a high level of temperature [28–30]. Consequently, the
concrete deteriorates due to severe physical and chemical changes [31,32]. The lack of voids,
which may relieve the constant pressure build-up caused by evaporable water vaporization,
could result in major deterioration or possibly the spalling of the concrete. Previous studies
indicated that the use of fibers such as polypropylene and steel can provide adequate fire
protection on concrete structures, reducing the risk of degradation and spalling [33,34].
However, polypropylene fiber may have little or even a detrimental influence on the
residual performance of heated concrete [35].

J Bosnjak et al. [36] observed the effect of high temperatures on the mechanical and
physical properties of high-strength concrete with and without fibers. The inclusion of
steel-polypropylene fibers in the concrete mixture increased residual compressive strength
for specimens exposed to high temperatures up to 600 ◦C according to the results. Uti-
lizing hybrid fibers or single fibers, on the other hand, was ineffective in improving the
compressive strength of concrete mixtures exposed to high temperatures above 600 ◦C. The
tensile and flexural strength of hybrid fibers and single fiber reinforced concrete specimens
increased significantly more than normal concrete at all temperatures. Bangi et al. [37]
investigated the impact of hybrid propylene, polyvinyl alcohol, and steel fiber on the
mechanical properties of concrete mixtures at high temperatures in 2012. The diameters
and lengths of fibers were the main studied parameters. Pore pressure studies in fiber
reinforced HSC (FRHSC) exposed to high temperatures revealed that the inclusion of fibers,
regardless of type, considerably reduced pore pressure. When compared to polyvinyl alco-
hol fibers, polypropylene fiber was more effective in preventing maximum pore pressure
increase, while steel fiber had a minor effect. Longer fibers of 12 mm in length with a
smaller diameter of 18 mm performed better than shorter fibers of 6 mm in length with
bigger diameters of 28 mm and 40 mm.

Previous studies have mainly focused on incorporating individual polypropylene
fibers or steel fibers into concrete mixtures and investigating the impact on mechanical
behavior, while the impact of hybrid fibers on the mechanical behavior of fiber-reinforced
concrete is less well understood, especially when the mixture is exposed to high tempera-
tures. One type of fiber can be added to improve only a part of the mechanical characteristics
while reducing others [38,39]. To mitigate the weaknesses of such characteristics, com-
bining two types of fibers can help. Thus, in the current study, the impact of integrating
hybrid steel-polypropylene fibers on the mechanical properties of the concrete mixture
was investigated. Various hybrid fiber-reinforced high-strength concrete mixtures were
tested for compressive strength, tensile strength, and flexural strength. In addition, the
effect of temperature on the mechanical properties was investigated and the concrete mixes
were subjected to different levels of temperature. The results of this study are beneficial in
determining the volume content of steel fibers and polypropylene fibers for the optimum
mechanical behavior of hybrid fibers reinforced with high strength concrete that is exposed
to high temperatures.
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2. Experimental Program

The experimental investigation was conducted to obtain the mechanical properties of
hybrid-fibers high-strength concrete mixtures (flexural, tensile strength, and compressive
strength) that were exposed to various temperatures (Supplementary Materials).

2.1. Description of Specimens

The performed experimental work consisted of eleven hybrid-fibers high-strength
concrete mixtures with different contents of steel and polypropylene fibers, divided into
three groups, and one ordinary concrete mixture with 0% steel and polypropylene fiber
content. Group one consisted of four hybrid-fibers and high-strength concrete mixtures that
were exposed to room temperature and tested for compressive strength, tensile strength,
and flexural strength. The steel fiber content in group one was constant with 7% as a
replacement percentage of cement weight, and polypropylene fiber content varied at 0%,
0.3%, 0.45%, and 0.6%. Group two consisted of four more hybrid-fibers high-strength
concrete mixtures that were also exposed to room temperatures and tested for compressive
strength, tensile strength, and flexural strength. The polypropylene fiber content in group
two was constant at 0.45% as a replacement percentage of cement weight, and steel fiber
content varied as 0%, 4%, 7%, and 10%. Finally, group three consisted of three fiber-
reinforced high-strength concrete mixtures that were exposed to high temperatures and
tested for compressive strength. The first mixture in group three was made with hybrid
steel-polypropylene fibers, while the second and third mixtures were made with only steel
fibers and only polypropylene fibers, respectively. The impact of using hybrid or single
fibers in concrete mixtures exposed to high temperatures was studied. Steel fiber has a
length of 35 mm and a rectangular cross-section of (1 mm × 4 mm). Polypropylene fiber
has a length of 20 mm and a diameter of 0.04 mm. Figure 1 shows the shape of steel and
polypropylene fibers used in all mixtures.
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Figure 1. Shape of (a) polypropylene fiber and (b) steel fiber.

2.2. Preparation of Specimens

The following steps were taken during the mixing procedure: To have a satisfactory
dispersion, ingredients included fine sand, crushed granite, cement, and silica fume, which
were dry mixed in a mechanical dry mixer for 2–3 min. Next, around three-quarters of
the superplasticizer and all of the water were mixed thoroughly before being put into the
dry mixture. Following wet mixing for 5 min, the steel fiber and polypropylene fiber were
slowly thrown into the mixture by hand and mixed thoroughly for another 3 min, once the
liquid had reached the desired fluidity and viscosity. Lastly, the residual superplasticizer
was added, and mixing was continued until a good flowability was produced. Table 1
shows the weight-based quantities required for one cubic meter of fresh concrete for each
admixture. For example, for the specimen identification system (M0.45/7), 0.45 represents
the ratio of polypropylene fiber to cement weight, and seven represents the ratio of steel
fiber to cement weight.
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Table 1. Mix Properties.

Group Mix
Polypropylene
Fiber Volume

(%)

Steel Fiber
Volume

(%)

Silica
Fume

(Kg/m3)
Cement
(Kg/m3) W/C Ratio

Coarse
Agg.

(Kg/m3)

Fine
Agg.

(Kg/m3)

Super
Plasticizer
(Lit./m3)

Control Mix M0/0 - - 25 500 0.40 1148 705 6.4

G1

M0/7 -

7

25 500 0.40 1148 705 6.4
M0.3/7 0.3 25 500 0.40 1148 705 6.4
M0.45/7 0.45 25 500 0.40 1148 705 6.4
M0.6/7 0.6 25 500 0.40 1148 705 6.4

G2

M0.45/0

0.45

- 25 500 0.40 1148 705 6.4
M0.45/4 4 25 500 0.40 1148 705 6.4
M0.45/7 7 25 500 0.40 1148 705 6.4

M0.45/10 10 25 500 0.40 1148 705 6.4

M0.45/7 0.45 7 25 500 0.40 1148 705 6.4
G3 M0/7 0 7 25 500 0.40 1148 705 6.4

M0.45/0 0.45 0 25 500 0.40 1148 705 6.4

The fresh concrete was placed in 50 mm layers into the molds of the various specimens.
It then had to be compacted manually in order to remove all of the air from the mix. The
specimens were removed after 24 h and left under water until the test time. For groups one
and two, the specimens consisted of:

• six cube specimens (150 mm × 150 mm × 150 mm) for each concrete mixture. Three
cubes were tested after 14 days, while another three cubes were tested after 28 days to
obtain the compressive strength.

• Three cylindrical specimens (150 mm. diameter and 300 mm. height) for each concrete
mixture. Cylinders were tested after 28 days to determine the splitting tensile strength
of concrete.

• Three beam specimens (150 mm × 150 mm × 700 mm) for each concrete mixture.
Beams were tested after 28 days to determine the flexural strength of concrete.

• For group three, the specimens consisted of:
• twelve cube specimens (150 mm × 150 mm × 150 mm) for each concrete mixture.

After 28 days, the compressive strength of three standard-cured specimens exposed to
various temperatures (room temperature, 200 ◦C, 400 ◦C, and 600 ◦C) was determined.

All tests were carried out in accordance with Egyptian standards.

2.3. Test Setup
2.3.1. Compression Test

Cubes are subjected to increasing compressive loads until they fail for compressive
strength. Cubes were weighed and positioned centrally between the two compression
plates, with the moving head’s center vertically above the specimen’s center. The load was
applied to the specimens and raised at a relatively constant level until there was no longer
any more load that could be tolerated.

2.3.2. Splitting Tensile Test

The split cylinder test is performed on cylinder specimens placed on their side and
loaded in compression along their length. The stresses along the diameter are of nearly
uniform tension and perpendicular to the loading plan.

2.3.3. Flexure Test

The bending test is performed on beam specimens to get the flexure tensile strength.
Concrete beam specimens are loaded up to failure. The specimens were installed as a
simple beam with two hinged and roller supports at the end of the span and a vertical load
at the mid-span. The distance between the applied load and support was 300 mm.
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2.3.4. Heating Procedure

Concrete specimens were heated to varying temperatures of 200 ◦C, 400 ◦C, and 600 ◦C
in an electrical furnace. The temperature was fixed for 30 min after attaining the appropriate
raised temperature with a heating rate of 2 ◦C/min, then the furnace was shut off. The
specimens were retrieved and tested once the furnace had dropped to normal temperature.

3. Results
3.1. Compressive Strength of Hybrid Steel-Polypropylene Fiber Reinforced High Strength Concrete
3.1.1. Compressive Strength for Specimens Exposed to Room Temperature

The 28 day compressive strength for specimens in group 1 that contain a constant steel
fiber volume content of 7% showed an enhancement of 35%, 48%, 56%, and 54%, compared
to control specimen M0/0 when polypropylene fiber content was 0%, 0.3%, 0.45%, and
0.6%, respectively. When polypropylene fiber volume content was constant at 0.45%, the
28-day compressive strength for specimens in group 2 exhibited improvements of 4%, 21%,
56%, and 41%, when steel fiber content was 0%, 4%, 7%, and 10%, respectively, compared to
control specimen M0/0. Figure 2 illustrates the maximum compressive strength of concrete
specimens exposed to room temperature.
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Figure 2. Compressive strength for all concrete specimens under ambient conditions.

3.1.2. Compressive Strength for Specimens Exposed to High Temperatures

Concrete specimens were tested for compressive strength at temperatures ranging
from room temperature to 600 ◦C. The comparative residual compressive strength of all
specimens was determined by the ratio between the strength of heated specimens and
the equivalent control specimens to explore the behavior of concrete specimens at high
temperatures. When exposed to a temperature of 200 ◦C, the residual compressive strength
of the control specimen (M0/0), hybrid fiber reinforced concrete specimen (M0.45/7), steel
fiber reinforced concrete specimen (M0/7), and polypropylene fiber reinforced concrete
specimen (M0.45/0) were 70%, 87%, 80%, and 79%, respectively. And compared to the
control specimen, the residual compressive strength increased by 24% for the hybrid
fiber reinforced concrete specimen. When exposed to a temperature of 400 ◦C, brittle
explosive failure was observed for the control specimen during the heating process. On
the other hand, hybrid fiber reinforced concrete specimen (M0.45/7), steel fiber reinforced
concrete specimen (M0/7), and polypropylene fiber reinforced concrete specimen (M0.45/0)
maintained 65%, 60%, and 55% of their original compressive strength. In contrast, they
could keep 42%, 39%, and 30% of their original compressive strength when exposed to a
temperature of 600 ◦C, respectively.
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3.2. Tensile Strength of Hybrid Steel-Polypropylene Fiber Reinforced High Strength Concrete
Exposed to Room Temperature

At a constant polypropylene fiber volume content of 0.45%, the tensile strength showed
an enhancement of 4%, 20%, 35%, and 59% compared to control specimen M0/0 when steel
fiber content was 0%, 4%, 7%, and 10%, respectively. Additionally, the tensile strength at
constant steel fiber volume content of 7%, showed an enhancement of 6%, 12%, 35%, and
23%, compared to control specimen M0/0 when polypropylene fiber content was 0%, 0.3%,
0.45%, and 0.6%, respectively. Figure 3 shows the tensile strength of concrete specimens
exposed to room temperature.
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3.3. Flexural Strength of Hybrid Steel-Polypropylene Fiber Reinforced High Strength Concrete
Exposed to Room Temperature

At a constant polypropylene fiber volume content of 0.45%, the flexural strength
showed an enhancement of 8%, 22%, 38%, and 58%, compared to control specimen M0/0
when steel fiber content was 0%, 4%, 7%, and 10%, respectively. On the other hand, flexural
strength at a constant steel fiber volume content of 7%, increased by 16%, 34%, 38%, and 35%
when polypropylene fiber content was 0%, 0.3%, 0.45%, and 0.6%, respectively, compared
to control specimen M0/0. Figure 4 shows the flexural strength of concrete specimens
exposed to room temperature. In summary, utilizing hybrid steel-polypropylene fibers in
the concrete mixture increased compressive, tensile, and flexural strength by 50%, 53%, and
46%, respectively, overusing only one type of fibers under ambient conditions.

4. Discussions
4.1. Compressive Failure Modes
4.1.1. Compressive Failure Modes for Specimens Exposed to Room Temperature

During the compression process, Vertical fine cracks had initiated on the surface of the
control specimen parallel to the load direction. As the load increased, the cracks continued
to spread and widen further. At failure load, explosive brittle failure was observed due
to the local crushing of concrete. The inclusion of hybrid or single fibers had no impact
on the failure mode, as all specimens including the control one showed the same failure
mode as shown in Figure 5. However, the cracks in the specimens containing hybrid
fibers or individual fibers are considerably smaller and thinner when compared to the
cracks in the control specimen, indicating the role of fibers in preventing the opening and
expansion of micro and macro cracks. Furthermore, the inclusion of fibers improved the
plastic properties of concrete specimens as the period between the first crack and failure
load increased, resulting in enhanced ductility.
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Figure 5. Compressive failure modes for specimens exposed to room temperature for
(a) Control specimens, (b) Hybrid fiber reinforced concrete specimens, (c) Mono fiber reinforced
concrete specimens.

4.1.2. Compressive Failure Modes for Specimens Exposed to High Temperatures

Concrete specimens were tested for compression once the furnace had dropped to
normal temperature. The process of thermal deterioration in concrete starts from the heating
process and continues until the temperature reaches ambient level. Thermal cracking due to
mechanical actions and hydration decomposition occurs during this process. The thermal
cracks increase as the heating level rises, and the progressive increase in pore pressure more
rapidly meets or exceeds the strength, eventually breaking up the concrete. This explains why
the control specimens, which were devoid of fibers, would be unable to tolerate temperatures
beyond 200 ◦C, where an explosive thermal spalling occurred suddenly during the heating
process as shown in Figure 6c. Concrete specimens containing individual or hybrid fibers,
on the other hand, did not experience explosive thermal spalling during the heating process
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and could withstand temperatures up to 600 ◦C. This reflects the effect of fibers in enhancing
the hydration process and subsequently delaying the cracking process and improving the
bonding strength between the aggregates and the surrounded paste.
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As shown in Figure 6, The failure modes were explosive brittle failures in all of the
tested concrete specimens under compression tests at all temperatures (room temperature,
200 ◦C, 400 ◦C, and 600 ◦C). However, the number of cracks increased and expanded more
in the concrete specimens whenever they were exposed to a higher temperature. Numerous
wide cracks were visibly noticed in the hybrid and single fiber reinforced concrete speci-
mens heated to 600 ◦C, as well as severe damage with more pieces, as illustrated in Figure 3.
Cement hydration ingredients break down quickly as the temperature rises, causing quite
severe thermal cracks including within the cementitious matrix and surrounding aggregate
or fibers, which likely led to explosive spalling. This could explain why specimens exposed
to temperatures up to 600 ◦C during the compression test experienced rapid explosive
spalling with more fragments.

4.2. Tensile Failure Modes

The tensile failure modes for the tested concrete specimens exposed to room tempera-
ture are shown in Figure 7. The failure pattern for control specimens was brittle, as shown in
Figure 7a, as they completely split in half due to a wide vertical fracture in the middle of the
cross-section. Micro-cracks first appeared in the critical zone, which is located in the middle
of the cross-section. As the load increased, the cracks started to expand vertically and
widen until the failure occurred. The presence of fibers in the concrete mixture prevented
brittle failure and improved the tensile strength. This is owing to the fiber’s capability to
inhibit micro and macro cracks from opening and expanding, as well as the continuity of
crack development and dissemination at various levels of stress. Subsequently, adding
fibers to the concrete mixture improves bonding strength and avoids brittle failure. As
shown in Figure 7a,b, the failure modes for individual or hybrid fiber reinforced concrete
specimens were typical bonding failures where the tensile stress exceeded the bonding
stress between fibers and the composite. A wide vertical fracture was found at failure load
for individual or hybrid fiber reinforced concrete specimens without full splitting.
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fiber reinforced concrete specimens, (c) Mono fiber reinforced concrete specimens.

4.3. Flexural Failure Modes

The flexural failure modes for the tested concrete specimens exposed to room tempera-
ture are shown in Figure 8. Vertical micro-cracks first appeared in the location of maximum
tensile stress, which is the mid-span for beam specimens. As the loading increased, these
cracks began to extend vertically and expand until the failure occurred. The failure pattern
for control specimens was a brittle failure with total splitting into two halves due to a wide
vertical crack at the mid-span, as shown in Figure 8a. Specimens with individual fibers or
hybrid fibers had failed when the tensile stress exceeded the bonding stress between fibers
and the composite (bonding failure) without full splitting at the critical zone, as shown
in Figure 8a,b. This indicates that fiber-reinforced concrete specimens behaved similarly
under both the splitting tensile and bending tests.
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4.4. Compressive Strength of Hybrid Steel-Polypropylene Fiber Reinforced High Strength Concrete
4.4.1. Effect of Fiber on Compressive Strength under Ambient Conditions

The addition of individual polypropylene fibers had no noticeable effect on compres-
sive strength because of the existence of many fibers, resulting in inappropriate compaction
and extra voids. The inclusion of individual steel fibers results in substantial improvement
in compressive strength as they bridge the cracks, ultimately enhancing the composite’s
strength. The addition of hybrid fibers to the concrete mixture improved the compressive
strength significantly, more than adding just one type of fiber. The reason for this increase
in strength is that the integration of hybrid steel-polypropylene fibers prevents the forma-
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tion of multiscale cracks in concrete at different stress levels. Polypropylene fibers with a
low modulus of elasticity greatly improve concrete compressive behavior by limiting the
formation of microcracks at low levels of stress. Polypropylene fibers cannot bear the loads
at high levels of stress, whereas steel fibers with a high modulus of elasticity incorporated
in the cementitious materials improve the compressive behavior by preventing the growth
of macro-cracks at high levels of stress. The largest compressive strength was observed for
specimen M0.45/7, which contains a steel fiber content of 7% and a polypropylene fiber
content of 0.45%. There had also been a decrement in the compressive strength when the
fiber volume content exceeded the optimum. This result was supported by prior findings
that increasing the amount of fiber added to a relatively large volume had a detrimental
impact on compressive strength [8,9,40,41]. This is because the cement matrix is being
replaced by a larger volume content of fibers which decreases mechanical and durability
properties. Figures 9 and 10 illustrate the effect of steel fiber content and polypropylene
fiber content on compressive strength, respectively.
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Figure 9. Effect of steel fiber content on compressive strength under ambient conditions.
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Figure 10. Effect of polypropylene fiber content on compressive strength under ambient conditions.
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4.4.2. Effect of High Temperatures on the Residual Compressive Strength for All
Concrete Specimens

According to the findings, the presence of fibers in the concrete mixture increased the
residual compressive strength when exposed to temperatures up to 600 ◦C. The capacity of
the vapor to escape through the tiny openings generated within the mixture by melting
fibers could explain this improvement [42].

Concrete specimens containing individual or hybrid steel-polypropylene fibers were
able to withstand temperatures up to 600 ◦C, whereas the control specimens, which were
devoid of fibers, would be unable to tolerate temperatures beyond 200 ◦C. An explosive
thermal spalling occurred during the heating process, as the presence of fibers inside the
concrete mixture enhanced the hydration process and subsequently delayed the cracking
process and improved the bonding strength between the aggregates and the surrounded
paste. Increasing the exposure temperature to 600 ◦C reduced the compressive strength
of the fiber concrete specimens significantly. This decrease could be attributed to the
breakdown of the bonding strength between the aggregates and the surrounding paste and
the significant decomposing of the hydration processes [43]. Figure 11 represents the effect
of high temperatures on the residual compressive strength of all concrete specimens.
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Figure 11. Effect of high temperatures on the residual compressive strength of all concrete specimens.

4.5. Tensile Strength of Hybrid Steel-Polypropylene Fiber Reinforced High Strength Concrete
Exposed to Room Temperature

When hybrid fibers were added to a concrete mix, the tensile strength improved much
more than when only one type of fiber was used. This is due to the hybrid fiber’s ability to
prevent the opening and expansion of micro and macro cracks, as well as the continuity
of crack development and dissemination at various levels of stress. Prior findings that
polypropylene fibers in the concrete bridged microcracks at the failure region and increased
peak-stress supported this result. The steel fibers in the concrete prevent the spread of
macro-cracks [25,26,41,44,45]. The largest tensile strength was observed for specimen
M0.45/10, which contains a steel fiber content of 10% and polypropylene fiber content of
0.45%. The results revealed that increasing the polypropylene fiber concentration above
0.45% reduced the concrete specimens’ tensile strength. This is due to the inclusion of
many fibers, which causes improper compaction and additional voids. Figures 12 and 13
illustrate the effect of steel fiber content and polypropylene fiber content on tensile strength.
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Figure 12. Effect of steel fiber content on tensile strength under ambient conditions.
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4.6. Flexural Strength of Hybrid Steel-Polypropylene Fiber Reinforced High Strength Concrete
Exposed to Room Temperature

The presence of hybrid steel-polypropylene fibers improved the flexural strength
of fiber-reinforced concrete specimens more than the inclusion of only one type of fiber.
As previously stated, this is due to the hybrid fiber’s ability to prevent the opening and
expansion of micro and macro cracks at various stress levels, as polypropylene fibers with
a low modulus of elasticity greatly improve concrete flexural behavior by limiting the
formation of microcracks at low-stress levels, and steel fibers with a high modulus of elas-
ticity incorporated in cementitious materials improve flexural behavior by preventing the
growth of microcracks. The largest flexural strength was observed for specimen M0.45/10,
which contains a steel fiber content of 10% and a polypropylene fiber content of 0.45%. The
same was true with tensile strength, as increasing the polypropylene fiber concentration
above 0.45% reduced the flexural strength of the concrete specimens. Figures 14 and 15
illustrate the effect of steel fiber content and polypropylene fiber content on tensile strength,
respectively. These findings will help advance future applications [46–56].
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5. Conclusions

The purpose of this work was to investigate the behavior of hybrid steel-polypropylene
fiber reinforced high strength concrete exposed to room and high temperatures up to 600 ◦C.
The experimental study of this work can lead to the following reasonable conclusions:

1. Adding hybrid steel-polypropylene fibers to concrete mixtures exposed to the room or
high temperatures up to 600 ◦C considerably improved compressive strength, tensile
strength, and flexural strength, compared to adding just one type of fiber.

2. The largest compressive strength gain was 56%, with steel fiber replacing 7% of the
cement and polypropylene fiber replacing 0.45%, while the maximum tensile and
flexural strength increases were 59% and 58%, respectively, with a cement replacement
rate of 10% steel fiber and 0.45% polypropylene fiber when compared to control
specimen under ambient conditions.

3. Increasing the hybrid steel-polypropylene fibers’ concentration over the optimum
reduced the compressive, tensile, and flexural strength of the concrete specimens due
to the inclusion of numerous fibers, which resulted in poor compaction and more
voids, lowering the bonding strength.
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4. During the compression test, the presence of hybrid fibers in concrete specimens
exposed to room or high temperatures was insufficient to prevent brittle explosive
spalling failure, which occurred in control specimens as well. However, during the
splitting tensile and bending test, the presence of fibers prevented the brittle sudden
failure and full splitting of concrete specimens, as they failed when the tensile stress
exceeded the bonding stress between fibers and the composite (bonding failure)
without complete separation in the critical zone.

5. Concrete specimens containing individual or hybrid steel-polypropylene fibers were
able to withstand temperatures up to 600 ◦C, whereas the control specimens, which
were devoid of fibers, would be unable to tolerate temperatures beyond 200 ◦C and
an explosive thermal spalling occurred during the heating process, as the presence of
fibers inside the concrete mixture enhances the hydration process and subsequently de-
lays the cracking process and improves the bonding strength between the aggregates
and the surrounding paste.

6. Increasing the exposure temperature to 600 ◦C considerably decreased the compres-
sive strength of the fiber-reinforced concrete specimens due to the breakdown of the
bonding strength between the aggregates and the surrounding paste, as well as the
severe decomposition of the hydration process.

7. When exposed to temperatures of 200 ◦C, 400 ◦C, and 600 ◦C, the hybrid fiber rein-
forced concrete specimens maintained 87%, 65%, and 42% of their initial compressive
strength, respectively.
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