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1. Introduction

The scientific study of religion is a relatively recent development in colleges and universities
around the world. Researchers from many social science backgrounds began conducting studies in
the 1960s to determine the extent to which religiosity is related to crime, deviance, and delinquency
(Hirschi and Stark 1969). This line of research expanded beginning in the 1980s to include studies of the
nature, extent, practice, and impact of faith and faith-based programs in prisons and other correctional
contexts (Johnson 2012; Kerley 2014, 2015, 2018).

Religion and Crime: Theory, Research, and Practice contains 16 comprehensive and contemporary
studies of religion and crime. The papers include review studies, quantitative studies, qualitative
studies, legal studies, and case studies. The papers reflect a diversity of authors, locations, topics,
and faith traditions. Such diverse collaborations are important for maintaining the continuity of
high-quality research over time.

I have faith that readers will be pleased with the diversity, breadth, and depth of these papers.
My sincere appreciation is given to the authors of these important works, as well as to the editors and
staff members from Religions and MDPI.
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