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Supplemental Table S1: Postoperative numerical rating scale (NRS) pain score for overall 
patients 
Pain score 
 

All VATS (n = 44) 

Subxiphoid 
wound 

95% CI Intercostal 
wound 

 

95% CI P-value 

POD-1  2.6 ± 2.0  (2.0 – 3.3)  2.1 ± 1.5 (1.6 – 2.6) 0.06 

POD-2   1.8 ± 1.7 (1.3 – 2.3) 1.3 ± 1.3 (0.9 – 1.7) 0.01 

POD-Discharge  1.0 ± 1.1  (0.6 – 1.3)  0.9 ± 0.9 (0.6 – 1.2) 0.62 

POD-30   0.3 ± 0.8 (0.1 – 0.6) 0.5 ± 1.1 (0.2 – 0.8) 0.23 

POD-90   0.1 ± 0.3 (0.0 – 0.1) 0.5 ± 1.0 (0.2 – 0.8) 0.008 

POD-180   0 ± 0 (0.0 – 0.0) 0.1 ± 0.3 (0.0 – 0.2) 0.02 

NRS: numerical rating scale; VATS: video-assisted thoracoscopic surgery; CI: confidence 
interval; POD: postoperative day; data were expressed as mean ± standard deviation 
 
 


